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“And what I say unto you

I say unto all, Watch”

Mark 13:37
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February, 2015

To all Christian Watch Members

Dear Friends,

Greetings in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Our Chairman, David
Crowter, has again asked me to put pen to paper for the current Newsletter. Please continue
to remember him and his dear wife in your prayers as they rely upon the Lord to strengthen
and sustain them at this time.

Another month has passed and we rejoice at the goodness of God toward us, but we must ever
be vigilant as the Devil and his angels continue their onslaught against the people of God – and
be prepared to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude v
3). The Scriptures also exhort us in James 4 v 7 to “resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.”

An appropriate watchword for 2015 is “Emmanuel, God with us.” Let us be with God, since God
is with us. Saints redeemed by His blood, have a right to trust in Him and be filled with
courage. Do not say ‘we can do nothing.’ If God is with us we can do all things. The Church
may be feeble and fallen upon evil times but….God is with us….‘I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.’ (Phil 4:13). Whatever is possible – or whatever seems
impossible – Christians can do at God’s command; for God is with us. ‘God with us’ puts
impossibility out of all existence. Things impossible with men are possible with God.

In this past month, we have been made aware of the release in our nation of an appalling film
entitled ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ and large numbers of people seem willing to fill their minds with
the degradation that this film promotes. We thank God for Pastor Peter Simpson, one of our
members in Buckinghamshire, who fearlessly stood against the fornication and sexual
deviance portrayed in this film, quoting the words of Scripture to be found in 1 Cor. 6 v 18 –
“flee fornication” – and 1 Peter 2 v 11 – “abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.”

At the same time as UK cinemas were promoting this film, the blasphemous rock opera – Jesus
Christ Superstar – is back on stage. This allegedly portrays the last seven days of the life of our
beloved Saviour before His crucifixion but, according to the plain statements of its authors, it is
a deliberate repudiation of the Christ of Scripture. We thank God that members of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Ulster waged a protest in Belfast at the showing of this blasphemy,
warning people that it gives Satan’s description of Christ; that it presents Christ as a mere man
– and an immoral man at that – and that it accuses God of terrible sin. In the Word of God, God
says of the Lord Jesus Christ, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him”
(Matt. 17 v 5). We thank God for the truth in Romans 5 v 6 that “when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”

Earlier this month, nearly one million voters turned out in Slovakia to vote FOR the natural
family and AGAINST cultural imperialism. Three family-related questions were put to the
voters:

- Do you define marriage as between one man and one woman? YES VOTE – 94.5%
- Should same-sex couples be prohibited from adopting children? YES VOTE – 92.4%
- Should parents be allowed to opt-out their children from sex

education at school? YES VOTE – 90.3%
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This is a massive victory for the natural family and marriage. Pray that in our own country, the
nation will vote in May for those who are prepared to stand for the family unit and traditional
marriage as promoted in the Word of God.

In this February Newsletter, we have included A Remnant of Believers from the Light in
Darkness series by Rick Renner. It warns of the possibility of the Church being split into three
groups – a Church that holds fast to the truth; a Church that sits on the fence and a Church that
is Laodicean in outlook – lukewarm and compromised. But all is not doom and gloom - and the
author uses the example of the believers at the Church in Pergamos to encourage us, who
knew that salvation is found only in the Lord Jesus Christ; and they refused to surrender to the
pressures of their culture and times.

Living on Christ is taken from Sin and Salvation by J.C. Philpot – warning us that we need the
life of Christ, the Spirit of Christ and the love of Christ to preserve us from the practice of sin.

There is so much news at the moment – on many fronts – that we have included seven News
Items for your information – all of which are self-explanatory. Please prayerfully consider
carefully your voting responsibility in the forthcoming General Election as you read the
comments by our current Prime Minister, David Cameron. We must also be aware of the state
of the Church of England, particularly in the Midlands, as well as the Church of Scotland and
the views of the national Kirk Moderator.

The item concerning education and home-schooling makes interesting reading, but we must
always remember that the foundation for the schooling of our children should be laid in the
home, whether home-educated or in the State school system. Children need to learn of the
Lord Jesus Christ in a Christian home from their parents – to love God and His Word in the
home. A child should come to understand the place and importance of the local Church as he
or she grows up in the home. A child should learn to live a virtuous life in the home. A child
should learn to love and appreciate all people in the home. God has a place for the home that
cannot be replaced by a school.

The Crisis for Christians in the Middle East and the Archbishop of Egypt’s Statement on
Libyan Martyrs refer to the recent barbaric murders of 21 Egyptian Christians. Please
remember the persecuted Church in your prayers.

Bishop J.C Ryle – the first Protestant Bishop of Liverpool – gives us his thoughts on THE CROSS
OF CHRIST through the eyes of the Apostle Paul and warns us to beware of false places of
worship. We do well to heed his warning which, although over 100 years ago, is relevant for
us in the 21st century in which we live.

May God bless you as you continue to witness for Him in these dark days.

Yours in the Saviour’s Name,

Ian R. Henderson

Ian R. Henderson,
Vice-Chairman

Management Committee
Mr. M. Brockes (Hon. Treasurer/Co. Secretary); Mr. D. Crowter (Chairman);

Mr. I. Henderson; Mr. M. Hobbis; Mr. D. Lawson; Mrs. J. Cummins (Secretary)
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A REMNANT OF BELIEVERS
By: Rick Renner

Published in ‘The Wake-up Herald’, 5 February, 2015
by Robert McCurry, Editor and Publisher

It is no secret that the spiritual environment in the world is undergoing a radical change. A
great gulf is beginning to divide those who reject absolute truth and those who see what is
happening and respond by renewing their commitment to the faith.

The winds of change are blowing, separating the wheat from the chaff.

Even identifying who is “wheat” and who is “chaff” can become a point of contention,
depending on the group to which one belongs. Unfortunately, what we currently see and feel
is only the beginning of the rift that is developing within the church world. Unless a major
revival occurs, this rift will only grow deeper and wider. If repentance doesn’t melt the hearts
of people throughout the church world, it will eventually seem like there are three churches:

•  A church who holds fast to the truth and faces the brunt of opposition because it refuses
to bend.

•  A church in the middle trying to “ride the fence” through accommodation or
compromise in order to avoid persecution and societal rejection (see Rev. 2:12-17).

•  A lukewarm, “Laodicean-like” church (Rev. 3:14-22) who has allowed compromise to
run its full course, stripping it completely of the power of God and leaving Jesus
standing on the outside.

It is not too late for the body of Christ to make a full recovery. In fact, it is never too late as long
as there are believers who are willing to hear and hearken to what the Spirit is saying to the
church. However, in order for the church to receive the Divine power, it needs correction,
change and restoration; it must undergo a transformation from the highest to the lowest levels.

The Holy Spirit is prophetically warning His people that the only way they can thwart this
impending dark spiritual season is to heed Christ’s warning and apply His prescribed solutions
found in His Word. Christ’s words to all seven churches in the book of Revelation are vital for
this top-to-bottom transformation.

However, this is especially true regarding Christ’s message to the angel and congregation of
Pergamos, who were under assault in the very area being discussed.

The cross is always the path for believers who have decided to walk the straight path with
Jesus. The cross is never enjoyable, but it always results in resurrection. Therefore, believers
today must be willing to face the cross and believe for resurrection power to flow through them
– even if it means they have to suffer the brunt of a changing society that has no tolerance for
people who hold to an exclusionary faith or to fixed moral absolutes. If the church has no fixed,
non-negotiable Biblical truths to stand on, it will simply become a spiritually weak
humanitarian organisation with a “Christian” philosophy that lacks the power of God.

In Jesus’ message to the church of Pergamos, He commended the Pergamos believers who
refused to be intimidated by the forces of darkness that were lambasting them from all sides,
trying to make them abandon their commitment to the Gospel (See Rev. 2:13).

These opposing forces took on a variety of forms for all early believers, ranging from strife
among family members to communal ostracism to large-scale Government crackdowns against
the church.
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However, despite the diverse ways in which this antagonism might manifest, these attacks
against the early church were all deeply rooted in one common defining characteristic – an
adamant adherence to the system of beliefs collectively known today as “paganism.”

Now we are approaching the end of this age in an educated, highly sophisticated and
technological world and we are witnessing a return to that pagan premise of the past that
everyone’s belief system can be right. More and more, society has no stomach for spiritual or
moral absolutes.

In fact, the public reaction to moral proclamation is often so adverse that many Pastors today
are hesitant to take strong positions on issues of morality, even though these truths are clearly
stated in the Word of God. Rather than answer difficult moral questions, they dodge the
questions and skirt around the issues in an attempt to avoid conflict.

We will discover that this is precisely what the errant leaders, who Christ called Nicolaitanes,
were doing in Pergamos. Theirs was a doctrine of self-protecting compromise and
accommodation with the pagan culture that surrounded the Pergamos congregation.

As a result, it is possible that the Pastors and spiritual leaders in that city who decided to “take
a stand” and preach the Gospel in its pure, unadulterated form were labelled as irrelevant or
intolerant hate-mongers.

Early believers endured bullying, ridicule, imprisonment and even death because they
refused to conform to the pluralistic pagan world that surrounded them on all sides. The
religious, social, cultural and political forces of the city exerted tremendous pressure to coerce
these Christians into modifying their message to encompass a more moderate, inclusive view
that would make them compliant with the spirit of the age. Although some believers collapsed
under this pressure, many steadfastly resisted this coercion to conform and held fast to their
faith.

In our time and the times to come, there is – and there will continue to be – a remnant of
believers who will not bow to the pressures of society. Although many did collapse under the
weight of these external forces in the early centuries of the church, there were many who did
not succumb – and who even chose to suffer rather than to violate what they believed.

God has always had His remnant who will not bow to external pressures and, in these last
times, He will have that remnant once again. And those who refuse to fear or to compromise
their faith in Jesus Christ will experience previously unknown levels of the power of God as a
result of their commitment to stand by truth.

Regardless of the Governmental and societal pressures that tried to sway early believers from
a singular commitment to Jesus Christ and His Lordship, most of them held fast to the Name of
Jesus and refused to be lured into believing that Jesus was just another option in a sea of
choices. The world may have been religiously pluralistic, but the Church was not. Although
society viewed Christians as narrow-minded simpletons, these early believers knew that
salvation is found only in Jesus Christ and they refused to surrender to the pressures of their
culture and times.

(This is an excerpt from Rick Renner’s soon-to-be-released second volume of his ‘Light in Darkness’ series, No Room
for Compromise: Christ’s Message to Today’s Church)

________________________________________

What are all other things in comparison with the knowledge of Christ?
In the judgment of the great Apostle, they are but loss and dung.
So they were to him; and if they are not so to us, we are carnal.

Dr. Owen
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LIVING ON CHRIST
By: J. C. Philpot

We shall find as we journey onward that we need the life of Christ to save us from the actual
practice of sin. We need the life of Christ - and the application of His precious blood - to take
away the guilt; we need the Spirit of Christ to sanctify and to wash the soul in the fountain from
its defilement. We want the love of Christ shed abroad in our hearts to take away the love – we
want the power of Christ to rescue us from the dominion – and the grace of Christ to preserve
us from - the practice of sin.

All this we have in Christ; nor is there salvation from any sin in any other way, by any other
means or through any other channel. It is in vain to look to any one but to Him whom God hath
set up. All other seeking will prove vain. You cannot wash the Ethiopian white, nor make the
leopard change his spots; God never has appointed Moses to bless or save. Christ is the God-
Man, the Saviour of His own appointment, Who only does and Who only can do these things.

What a mercy that He has reconciled us to God by His death and is thus able to save us by His
life! It is feeling sin in its various workings that makes us value a living Christ. Strange
mysterious way! A man that sets up his own righteousness can do without Christ’s
righteousness. A man not plagued, not exercised, not tried with sin, can do without a living
Jesus; his strength is his own; he derives it not out of the fullness of a living Head. O, strange
path! That to be exercised with sin is the path to a living Saviour, that by the miserable feelings
which the soul suffers, the sinner is made to value, not only the reconciliation by death, but
salvation by life.

It is thus we come to know a living Christ. We do not go to the sepulchre to find Him there.
“He is risen!” and when we know He is risen for us, our affections rise with Him, and are set
upon Heavenly things with Him at God’s right hand. This is being saved by Christ’s life.

From: Sin and Salvation – Selections from J. C. Philpot
Edited by B. A. Ramsbottom

________________________________________________

God’s people may be growing down in humility when they are not feelingly growing upwards
in faith, hope and love. They may strike their roots deeper even when they do not lift their
branches higher.

“O!” says a poor creature, “instead of growing better, I grow worse. Once I thought myself
tolerably good; but now I am become altogether abominable. Now I see that in me – that is, in
my flesh - dwelleth no good thing.”

And is this the cause of your disquiet? Doth this make you disconsolate? Indeed, you have
rather reason to bless God for opening your eyes, for giving you a knowledge of yourself. He
hath caused a marvellous light to shine into your soul and has discovered to you the dunghill
within; your inward defilement is not increased, but only your understanding cleared to
discern it.

James Hervey

___________________________________________________

Know that God despiseth not small things; He takes notice of the least breathings of our hearts
after Him, when we ourselves can see or perceive no such thing.

Dr. Owen
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NEWS ITEMS

1. UK Prime Minister: ‘Re-defining marriage is one of my proudest moments’ -
www.lifesitenews.com by Thaddeus Baklinski, 14 January, 2015

British Prime Minister, David Cameron, told a Town Hall meeting near Liverpool recently that
making same-sex “marriage” legal in Britain and Wales was one of his “proudest”
accomplishments.

When asked what he thought were his most significant achievements, he rated improving the
UK economy as something he would “treasure,” but that the passage of the Marriage (Same-
Sex Couples) Bill was his personally proudest moment.

“I did get a lot of letters from men who said, because of the changes you made, I have been
able to marry the person I love. That was great,” Cameron said, according to a report by
homosexual news service Pink News.

He said he had received “lots” of invitations to same-sex weddings but has yet to accept any.
“I haven’t been to one yet,” he said, adding, “I’m sure I will soon.”

While Cameron has been unequivocal in his support for homosexualism, his stand has not been
without consequence for his political ambitions.

Before the legislation passed and was given Royal Assent in July, 2013, political and religious
leaders were already saying Cameron’s insistence on pushing through same-sex “marriage”
would almost certainly cost him the Government in the 2015 election.

Abbreviated

2. Bishops in commitment to stand with Muslims - By Lisa Buckley, Nuneaton News –
21 January, 2015

Religious leaders in the region have highlighted their commitment to stand with Muslim
communities. In the wake of the atrocities in Paris, the Right Reverend Dr. Christopher
Cocksworth, the Bishop of Coventry, and the Right Reverend, Bishop of Warwick, John Stroyan,
have written to Dr. Abdullah Shehu, Chairman of the Coventry Muslim Forum, to say that the
Muslim communities are in their minds and prayers.

The day after the Charlie Hebdo shootings, Bishop Christopher attended the Aeen e Mustafa
Conference in Coventry.

He said: “As a Christian among Muslims, it was an honour to be present and to be able to bring
greetings from the Christian community. As you would expect, there were strong
condemnations during the Conference of the murders and a repudiation of any attempt at their
religious justification. There was deep concern that the global perception of Islam was being
terribly tarnished by the violent extremism evident in many parts of the world.”

“I spoke about how each of us is called to be transformed by the love of God and that one of the
fruits would be Christians and Muslims standing with and speaking out for each other. I have in
mind a world where Christians are the first to speak out when Muslims are needlessly offended
and where Muslims are the first to speak out when Christians are persecuted for their faith –
and, of course – the other way around.”

In a section of the letter to Dr. Abdullah Shehu, it states: “Bishop John and I are glad that in
Coventry and Warwickshire we have deep commitments to understand each other and,
together, to form a common society that is open to all and good for all; serves God’s purposes
of peace through reconciliation and allows everyone to flourish.”
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3. Teenager Dead for 45 Minutes Comes Back to Life as Mother Prays – By Carrie
Dedrick, Editor, Christianheadlines.com – 6 February, 2015

A Missouri teenager, who fell through ice on Lake Sainte Louise and was clinically dead for 45
minutes, has miraculously come back to life after his mother said a fervent prayer.

According to Christian News Network, John Smith, 14, was playing on the lake with two friends
when all three fell through the ice. One boy made it out of the water and another boy held on
to a piece of ice, but it took rescuers 15 minutes to find Smith. By the time he arrived at a local
hospital, he had been clinically dead for 45 minutes and had received 30 minutes of CPR.
When Dr. Ken Sutterer informed Smith’s mother, Joyce Smith, of the grim news, she started
praying.

“I don’t remember all that I said,” Joyce Smith told a local news station afterwards, “But I
remember, ‘Holy God, please send your Holy Spirit to save my son. I want my son, please save
him.’”

Immediately after Mrs. Smith’s prayer, her son started showing signs of life.

“All of a sudden I heard them saying, ‘We’ve got a pulse; we’ve got a pulse,’” she said.

Another of John Smith’s physicians, Dr. Jeremy Garrett, called the incident “a bonafide
miracle.”

The teenager was able to return home after a stay in hospital for rehabilitation.

“I don’t remember much about it to be honest. Hearing what the doctors and the paramedics
said, I’m pretty surprised at the outcome,” John Smith said.

“I’m surprised I’m alive, but it’s a real miracle that I’m alive, and I thank God I’m alive. There
is a reason I’m alive, so I’m just going to kind of follow what God has in store for me throughout
my life.”

4. Letter by Donald J. Morrison concerning the Church of Scotland sent to the
Media - 7 February, 2015

Dear Sirs,

The national Kirk Moderator, the Rt. Rev. John Chalmers is going to meet…wait for it…the Pope
of Rome! You would think that nothing would surprise or shock us any more about what
happens within the corridors of an apostate church, especially when it already has
unashamedly turned its back on every truth imaginable.

It is clear for everyone to see that the very worldly and ungodly Church of Scotland no longer
embraces the spiritual, and moral, truths recorded in the Bible. The Kirk continues to
unblushingly plunge the depths further with its very latest announcement. Yes, the Kirk
Moderator is to soon meet the Pope of Rome at the Vatican! At the prospect of meeting the so-
called Supreme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church, he is clearly unashamed and
unrepentant. He is also, very sadly, unlikely to remember the history of the Scottish
Reformation and the darkness from which this country was mercifully delivered, under the
hand of God, in 1560 – and shame on him.

Maybe Rev. Chalmers should be reminded that a replica of the Reformation which took place
in 1560 is what is desperately needed in Scotland - and within the walls of his own Kirk - in
2015. I hardly think a visit to the Vatican is going to achieve that, in the light of the belittling
and disparaging comments he made over the past few days as he prepared for his trip. He
said: “I am honoured to be able to meet with His Holiness Pope Francis. I hope to be able to
discuss a range of issues including how faith is regarded in the 21st century.” He then added, “I
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will also share with His Holiness my sense that for some years now Ministers and priests have
found new levels of friendship. People’s attitudes have changed as they have come to see in ‘the
other’ first a shared humanity and then a shared faith.”

Unlike the Reformers, John Knox being one of these spiritual giants, Rev. Chalmers is very
muddled up indeed when he somehow thinks that ‘faith in the 21st century’ is ‘a shared faith’
regardless of your religious beliefs. Excuse me, but the faith of genuine Bible believing
Christians ‘in the 21st century’ is exactly the same faith that believers had in 1560 when they
made an unyielding and uncompromising stand for the very same Biblical truths that Rome
rejected. Although a triumphant stand, the fight cost many of them their lives. For these valiant
warriors the Reformation was, amongst many other things, firstly a Movement from Heaven that
turned attention from a man-centred religion back to God. Secondly, it was a Movement from
the authority of the Church back to the authority of the Word of God.

With Rev. Chalmers gallivanting to the Vatican, has the Roman Catholic Church ‘in the 21st

century’ suddenly wholly succumbed to the unchanging Biblical teaching about ‘faith’ in Christ
alone for salvation? Has the Roman Catholic Church ‘in the 21st century’ wholly accepted,
without compromise whatsoever, the absolute authority of God’s perfect Word as recorded in
the Bible…which states, amongst other things, that salvation is only through Jesus Christ (Acts
4:12), that the sacrifice of Jesus is finished (John 19:30) and that Jesus Christ alone is the Head of
the Church on earth (Ephesians 1:22 & 23)?

The answer to all these questions is an unequivocal no, no, no. Their official documents, which
are in the public domain - for everyone to see - testifies to where their allegiance is or isn’t.
No, the Roman Catholic Church has not changed and neither have their teachings: “Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are
accustomed to do evil” (Jeremiah 13:23).

It is a travesty of the highest order for the Moderator of the Church of Scotland to be visiting the
Vatican and meeting an elderly white-gowned man, who blasphemously claims to be God’s
messenger and mediator on earth, while at the same time maintaining that the teachings of the
Church he leads are far more superior and loftier to those recorded in God’s own infallible and
inerrant Word of truth.

85 Old Edinburgh Road Tel: 01463 241618 (Home)
Inverness, IV2 3HT Tel: 07776 010000 (Mobile)

5. Ken Ham says Iceland’s Construction of Norse Gods’ Temple is Proof of ‘Post-
Christian’ Europe - By Stoyan Zaimov, Christian Post Reporter – 13 February, 2015

Answers in Genesis President and CEO, Ken Ham, has said the news that Iceland is building its
first temple to the Norse gods since the Vikings era is proof that Europe is now in a “post-
Christian” state. He added that the United States is following the same path.

“This sad story shows the continuing spiritual decline in Europe. Despite its strong Christian
heritage in the past, Europe is now certainly post-Christian and America is quickly going in the
same direction,” Ham wrote for his AiG blog recently.

“Instead of acknowledging the truth of God’s Word and the salvation that is available through
Jesus Christ, people are choosing to embrace ancient Norse paganism! How sad!”

Reuters reported earlier in February that the Asatru Association in Iceland is starting
construction on a temple dedicated to Norse gods such as Thor, Odin and Frigg. The building
will be the first of its kind in over 1,000 years, since Christianity was established in the Nordic
region and replaced the older beliefs.
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Hilmar Om Hilmarsson, the high priest of Asatruarfelagio, clarified that its 2,400 members do
not interpret literally the Norse stories, but see them as metaphors and manifestations.

“I don’t believe anyone believes in a one-eyed man who is riding about on a horse with eight
feet,” Hilmarsson said, referring to Odin. “We see the stories as poetic metaphors and a
manifestation of the forces of nature and human psychology.”

Plans for the temple will have it overlooking Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland and it will be able
to host ceremonies including weddings and funerals.

Ham, who also leads the Creation Museum in Kentucky, pointed out, however, that the Vikings
were known for “raping, pillaging and plundering” and said that it was Christianity that
changed people’s ways.

“Of course, these neo-pagans don’t want to promote a return to that. But it was the Christian
influence that put an end to these actions!”

Abbreviated

6. Study finds Home-schoolers less likely to leave the Faith than Public or Private
Schooled Students – By Garrett Haley, christiannews.net, 16 February, 2015

The recently-released findings from an in-depth study of nearly 10,000 young adults show that
the Millennium generation who were home-schooled are less likely to leave the faith than
individuals who attended private or public schools.

Last month, Generation with Vision and the National Home Education Research Institute
published the results of their ‘Gen2 Survey’. The study explores the correlations between
different educational methods and the spiritual decisions of millennial students who were
raised in the Church.

“The purpose of the study is to examine these adults who were churched growing up and to
understand the key influences which either encouraged or deterred them from believing and
practising the faith of their parents,” said the survey’s Director and Lead Researcher, Dr. Brian
Ray.

Using a sample size of 9,369 18 – 38 year olds who were churched while growing up, the Gen2
Survey collected data on their educational backgrounds, world views and religious beliefs.
The study found that individuals who were home-schooled, attended church regularly and had
good relationships with their parents, were most likely to remain involved in the Christian faith.

“Having a strong relationship with the child’s mother and father, attending Church as a child
and years home-schooled, were all clearly positively associated with student’s basic Christian
orthodoxy, broader Biblical beliefs, Christian behaviour (e.g. attending Church, keeping sex
in marriage, prayer, not using pornography), satisfaction with life, civic and community
involvement and having beliefs similar to their parents,” Dr. Ray stated.

87% of study participants who were home-schooled said they have strong Christian beliefs.
Conversely, students who were enrolled in public schools or private Christian schools were
more likely to walk away from the faith later in life.

“Number of years in Christian school and number of years in public school were negatively
associated with most of the adult beliefs and behaviours just mentioned,” Dr. Ray explained.

Statistically, home-schooled young adults were six times as likely to be believers and seven
times as likely to be stronger in their Christian beliefs as those attending private schools.
Home-schooled students were also twice as likely to be stronger in Christian beliefs as those
who attended Christian schools or public schools.
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Educational experiences also influence lifestyle choices and beliefs, according to the Gen2
Survey. For example, approximately one third of young adults who were raised in Christian
homes and educated in public schools have engaged in co-habiting fornication, compared with
9% to home-schooled individuals.

Support for homosexual “marriage” was also lowest among home-schooled young adults, with
16% saying they support it. Nearly half of students raised in Christian homes and educated in
public schools supported homosexual “marriage”.

Kevin Swanson, director of Generations with Vision, said the Gen2 Survey is “vitally important,”
because “it comes just as the largest numbers on historical record are migrating away from the
Christian faith.”

“Some other surveys indicate as many as 70-90% of young adults are leaving the Christian
Church,” Swanson said. “This is a major spiritual collapse.”

One of the best ways to fend off the widespread secularism and apostasy of our culture is
through home-schooling, Swanson contended.

“Initial results give us this bottom line from the Gen2 Survey: Home education is the best
educational choice, if we value the carrying on of the faith,” he said. Overall, Swanson said the
study’s findings re-affirm the importance of different influences in a child’s life.

“If your children are discipled in a Muslim mosque or by NBC, ABC, CBS or Facebook for 35
hours a week, they can generally be expected to take on the faith that disciples them,” he
asserted. “If they are discipled by parents or Pastors for 35 hours a week, they will generally
walk in the ways in which they are discipled. It really is that simple.”

7. 157 Babies are killed EVERY HOUR in Abortions in the US – By Steven Ertelt,
Editor, LifeNews.com – 24 January, 2015

The United States marked 42 years of legalised abortion in all 50 States – at virtually any time
and for any reason throughout pregnancy – on 22nd January, the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade
Supreme Court decision. Since that time, there have been approximately 57,762,169 abortions
that have destroyed the lives of unborn children.

Those numbers are shocking and they do not begin to include the even larger number of
babies killed in abortions around the world.

Abbreviated

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL REMINDER

We would remind those Members who have not yet renewed
their subscriptions for 2015 that these are now overdue. Please

either renew on-line www.christianwatch.org.uk or send a
cheque to Christian Watch at the following address:

Christian Watch Resources,
PO Box 2113, Nuneaton, CV11 6ZY

Thank you!
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The Crisis for Christians in the Middle East

As tensions in the Middle East increase following the latest barbaric murders of 21 Egyptian
Christians, how needful it is for Christians throughout the world to pray for the Church under
persecution, whether in the Middle East or other parts of the world.

Down through the ages of time, the Lord has permitted the persecution of true Christians, but
always for a Divine purpose. The persecution of other faiths has also taken place at various
times, but the vital difference between those and the persecution of the Lord’s elect people is
that He sustains them in whatever He permits them to endure. He sanctifies all to their spiritual
benefit and weans them from this evil and sinful world. It is important to always remember
that true Christians are being prepared for their places in Heaven, which Christ has gone to
prepare for them (John 14:2, 3). Solemnly, however, the Lord brings persecution upon the
wicked and those under a false religion for their punishment.

Jesus said “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in Hell.

Matthew 10:28

Archbishop of Egypt’s Statement on Libyan Martyrs

It is with great sadness I write to you about the heinous murder of 21 Egyptian Christians at the
hand of the so-called Islamic State branch in Libya. These men, from the Upper Egyptian city of
Samalout, are no different from thousands of other Muslim and Christian Egyptians in Libya,
seeking employment to support their families back home; except that these 21 were
specifically chosen for their Christian faith.

The video of their beheading expressed the Islamic State’s intention to increasingly target the
Copts of Egypt. This morning, the Egyptian Government launched airstrikes on Islamic State
positions. It has declared a week of mourning, banned further travel to Libya and will work to
facilitate the return of all Egyptian citizens. The Foreign Minister has been despatched to the
United Nations to discuss the necessary international response.

The Anglican Church in Egypt and the world expresses its deep condolences to the families of
these men and also to the Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Please join me in praying
for peace in Libya, Egypt and the entire Middle East. Please pray the international community
will act in wisdom, correctly and efficiently and support Egypt in its war on terror. Please pray
the Churches of Egypt will comfort their sons and daughters, encouraging them to resist fear
and hatred; and please pray for the perpetrators of this terrible crime, that God would be
merciful to them and change their hearts.

Jesus tells us in John 16:33 “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world.”

Such cheer may seem impossible, but it is God’s promise. Please pray for us, that we may live
lives worthy of His Name and hold to the testimony exhibited by the brave Egyptians in Libya.

Slightly Abbreviated

The Most Rev. Dr. Mouneer Anis,
Anglican Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa
www.anglicanink.com

___________________________
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The Cross of Christ
By: J. C. Ryle

(1816 – 1900)
__________________________

First published as a ‘Helmingham Series’ Tract in Helmingham, Suffolk

What do you think about the cross of Christ? The question may be one that you consider of
little importance: but it deeply concerns the everlasting welfare of your soul.

Eighteen hundred years ago, there was a man who said that he “gloried” in the cross of Christ.
He was one who turned the world upside down by the doctrines he preached. He was one who
did more to establish Christianity than any man that ever lived. Yet what does he tell the
Galatians? – “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal.
6:14).

Reader, the “cross of Christ” must needs be an important subject, when an inspired Apostle
can speak of it in this way. Let me try to show you what the expression means. Once know
what the cross of Christ means and then you may be able, by God’s help, to see the importance
of it to your soul.

The cross in the Bible sometimes means that wooden cross on which the Lord Jesus was nailed
and put to death on Mount Calvary. This is what the Apostle Paul had in his mind’s eye when he
told the Philippians that Christ “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”
(Phil. 2:8). This is not the cross in which Paul gloried. He would have shrunk with horror from
the idea of glorying in a mere piece of wood. I have no doubt he would have denounced the
Roman Catholic adoration of the crucifix as profane, blasphemous and idolatrous.

The cross sometimes means the afflictions and trials which believers in Christ have to go
through if they follow Christ faithfully, for their religion’s sake. This is the sense in which our
Lord uses the word, when He says, “He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not
worthy of Me” (Matt. 10:38). This also is not the sense in which Paul uses the word when he
writes to the Galatians. He knew that cross well. He carried it patiently; but he is not speaking
of it here.

But the cross also means in some places the doctrine that Christ died for sinners upon the cross -
the atonement that He made for sinners, by His suffering for them on the cross - the complete
and perfect sacrifice for sin which He offered up, when He gave His own body to be crucified.
In short, these words “the cross” stand for Christ crucified, the only Saviour. This is the
meaning in which Paul uses the expression, when he tells the Corinthians, “The preaching of
the cross is to them that perish foolishness” (1 Cor: 1:18). This is the meaning in which he
wrote to the Galatians, “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross.” He simply meant, “I
glory in nothing but Christ crucified, as the salvation of my soul.”

Reader, Jesus Christ crucified was the joy and delight, the comfort and the peace, the hope and
the confidence, the foundation and the resting place, the ark and the refuge, the food and the
medicine of Paul’s soul. He did not think of what he had done himself and suffered himself. He
did not meditate on his own goodness and his own righteousness. He loved to think of what
Christ had done and Christ had suffered - of the death of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the
atonement of Christ, the blood of Christ, the finished work of Christ. In this he did glory. This
was the sun of his soul.

This is the subject he loved to preach about. He was a man who went to and fro on the earth,
proclaiming to sinners that the Son of God had shed His own heart’s blood to save their souls.
He walked up and down the world telling sinners that Jesus Christ had loved them and died for
their sins upon the cross. Mark how he says to the Corinthians, “I delivered unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3). He - a blaspheming,



13

persecuting Pharisee - had been washed in Christ’s blood: he could not hold his peace about it.
He was never weary of telling the story of the cross.

This is the subject he loved to dwell upon when he wrote to believers. It is wonderful to observe
how full his Epistles generally are of the sufferings and death of Christ - how they run over with
‘thoughts that breathe and words that burn’ about Christ’s dying love and power. His heart
seems full of the subject; he enlarges on it constantly; he returns to it continually. It is the
golden thread that runs through all his doctrinal teaching and practical exhortations. He seems
to think that the most advanced Christian can never hear too much about the cross.

This is what he lived upon all his life, from the time of his conversion. He tells the Galatians,
“The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). What made him so strong to labour? What made him so
willing to work? What made him so unwearied in endeavouring to save some? What made him
so persevering and patient? I will tell you the secret of it all. He was always feeding by faith on
Christ’s body and Christ’s blood. Jesus crucified was the meat and drink of his soul.

And, reader, you may rest assured that Paul was right. Depend upon it, the cross of Christ - the
death of Christ on the cross to make atonement for sinners - is the centre truth in the whole
Bible. This is the truth we begin with when we open Genesis. The seed of the woman bruising
the serpent’s head is nothing else but a prophecy of Christ crucified. This is the truth that
shines out, though veiled, all through the law of Moses and the history of the Jews. The daily
sacrifice, the Passover lamb, the continual shedding of blood in the tabernacle and the temple -
all these were emblems of Christ crucified. This is the truth that we see honoured in the vision
of Heaven before we close the book of Revelation. “In the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts,” we are told, “and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain” (Rev.
5:6). Even in the midst of Heavenly glory we catch a view of Christ crucified. Take away the
cross of Christ and the Bible is a dark book. It is like the Egyptian hieroglyphics, without the
Key that interprets their meaning - curious and wonderful, but of no real use.

Reader, mark what I say. You may know a good deal about the Bible. You may know the
outlines of the histories it contains and the dates of the events described, just as a man knows
the history of England. You may know the names of the men and women mentioned in it, just as
a man knows Caesar, Alexander the Great or Napoleon. You may know the several precepts of
the Bible and admire them, just as a man admires Plato, Aristotle or Seneca. But if you have not
yet found out that Christ crucified is the foundation of the whole volume, you have read your
Bible hitherto to very little profit. Your religion is a Heaven without a sun, an arch without a
key-stone, a compass without a needle, a clock without spring or weights, a lamp without oil. It
will not comfort you. It will not deliver your soul from Hell.

Reader, mark what I say again. You may know a good deal about Christ, by a kind of head
knowledge. You may know who He was, and where He was born and what He did. You may
know His miracles, His sayings, His prophecies and His ordinances. You may know how He
lived and how He suffered and how He died. But unless you know the power of Christ’s cross
by experience - unless you know and feel within that the blood shed on that cross has washed
away your own particular sins – unless you are willing to confess that your salvation depends
entirely on the work that Christ did upon the cross - unless this be the case, Christ will profit
you nothing. The mere knowing Christ’s Name will never save you. You must know His cross
and His blood, or else you will die in your sins.

Reader, as long as you live, beware of a religion in which there is not much of the cross. You live
in times when the warning is sadly needful. Beware, I say again, of a religion without the cross.

There are hundreds of places of worship in this day, in which there is almost everything except
the cross. There is carved oak and sculptured stone; there is stained glass and brilliant
paintings; there are solemn services and a constant round of ordinances; but the real cross of
Christ is not there. Jesus crucified is not proclaimed in the pulpit. The Lamb of God is not lifted
up and salvation by faith in Him is not freely proclaimed. And hence all is wrong. Reader,
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beware of such places of worship. They are not apostolical. They would not have satisfied
Paul.

There are thousands of religious books published in our times, in which there is everything
except the cross. They are full of directions about sacraments and praises of the Church; they
abound in exhortations about holy living and rules for the attainment of perfection; they have
plenty of fonts and crosses, both inside and outside, but the real cross of Christ is left out. The
Saviour and His dying love are either not mentioned, or mentioned in an unscriptural way. And
hence they are worse than useless. Reader, beware of such books. They are not apostolical.
They would never have satisfied Paul.

Reader, Paul gloried in nothing but the cross. Strive to be like him. Set Jesus crucified fully
before the eyes of your soul. Listen not to any teaching which would interpose anything
between you and Him. Do not fall into the old Galatian error. Think not that anyone in this day
is a better guide than the Apostles. Do not be ashamed of the old paths in which men walked
who were inspired by the Holy Ghost. Let not the vague talk of men who speak great swelling
words about Catholicity and the Church and the Ministry, disturb your peace and make you
loose your hands from the cross. Churches, Ministers and sacraments are all useful in their
way, but they are not Christ crucified. Do not give Christ’s honour to another. “He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”

Reader, I lay these thoughts before your mind. What you think now about the cross of Christ I
cannot tell; but I can wish you nothing better than this - that you may be able to say with the
Apostle Paul, before you die or meet the Lord,

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Amen.

___________________________________

1. Perish every human story - 3. Thy sweet love to me revealing,
Every system taught or tried; Dwell within this worthless heart;
God forbid that I should glory, Let Thy wounding be my healing;
Save in Jesus crucified! Let Thy death new life impart.
Here let faith repose, and cherish Lord,Thy love can ne’er be measured;
Jesus crucified for me; Half the mercy can’t be told;
Should the whole creation perish, Thou has more within Thee treasured
I am safe beneath the tree. Than a sinner’s heart can hold.

2. Here my soul by faith would enter, 4. O that I should ever wander
Pleased no more with fancy’s dreams; From the sinner’s sweetest theme!
Here is Love’s refulgent Centre; O for grace, that I may ponder
Here are Mercy’s brightest beams; All my steps, and walk in Him!
Here is Wisdom in perfection; Earth is old, and Time is hoary;
Here’s an end of fleshly strife; Systems to confusion slide;
Lord, be thou my Resurrection; God forbid that I should glory,
Jesus, be my spirit’s Life! Save in Jesus crucified!

W. Wileman
2nd July, 1877
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