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“And what I say unto you 

I say unto all, Watch” 

Mark 13:37 
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September, 2015 

 

 
To all Christian Watch Members 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Having been spared through another month, we are pleased to convey our good wishes to all 

our Members.  These good wishes are particularly for your spiritual prosperity and well-being 

and we hope and trust the Lord is dealing with you to this end.   

 

The times in which we are living indicate, according to Scripture, that the Lord’s people can 

increasingly expect many trials, tribulations and perplexing circumstances in the pathway,      

but the Lord is in control and all events are ordered by His wise decree for His own honour and 

glory and the good of His people.  What a mercy it is if we have access at the throne of grace 

enabling us to commit all our circumstances into His kind and gracious hands.   

 

We include an article by our good friend, Shaun Willcock, from South Africa entitled 
Separation from the World.   He explains that this doctrine is not popular but it is vital as it is 

the command of the Lord to His people - because the world is God’s enemy!  Christians should 

please God and not men and he goes on to show how Christians should conduct themselves.    

 
Also included is an article by the late John Gill, entitled “Watch Ye, Stand Fast in the Faith, 

Quit You Like Men, Be Strong” in which he exhorts watchfulness to avoid all the devices, wiles 

and stratagems of Satan to tempt Christians and lead them astray.  By nature we cannot stand 

fast in the faith or be strong in spiritual matters, therefore, our lives need to be under the 

leadings and teachings of the Holy Spirit.  The hymn following the article emphasises the 

importance of walking worthy of the Lord – in other words our lives should convey our 

profession.  

 
The News Items this month indicate the sad state we are in today, both in the UK and other 

parts of the world.   

 

- The Archbishop of Canterbury is now considering the creation of a two-tier Anglican 

Church so that there is not a separation from the Anglican Communion by those 

Churches which do not support gay marriage. 

 

- A leaked draft of the Government’s new counter-extremism strategy, appears to 

include a ‘National Register of Faith Leaders’ who will have to undergo vetting if 

they have any dealings with the public sector. 

 

- Christianity in some public schools in America is being eased out of the curriculum 

and replaced with Islamic teachings. 

 

- The northern coast of Chile has been hit by an 8.3 earthquake but the Chilean 

President’s chaplain has said that prayer by the 20% Christian minority had spared 

worse damage and loss of life.  

 

- Prophecy News Watch asks the question ‘Is the End Really Near?’  
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In the light of the proposed referendum on our nation’s membership of the European Union, 
one of our Christian Watch Members has suggested that a film ‘Lost to the EU’, made by the 

EFDD Group (Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy) which explains some of the problems 

with the EU, may be of interest to CW Members.  It can be viewed on www.losttotheeu.org.  

 
A Sign of the Times, an article produced by the Banner of Truth in Grand Rapids details a 

lamentable end-time sign - the hardening of hearts.  This affects all mankind including 

professing Christians.  Is not this very evident in the times in which we live?  How we need to 

examine ourselves and establish if our lives convey our profession that we have been with 

Jesus and learned of Him.    

 

We include extracts from a sermon by the Lord’s servant, the late John Newton, entitled 
Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.  He explains how 

different man’s judgment of national prosperity is to the Lord’s view - which is the progress of 

righteousness and the suppression of sin.  If there is a right disposition of heart towards God 

and a regard to His authority and rule as in the Word of God then what a difference it makes to 

a nation!  A nation is made up of a multitude of individuals - may we remember our personal 

responsibilities and, as enabled, contribute towards the cause of righteousness and resist sin.     

 

We again bring to your attention that, GW, we are participating in the Christian Resources 

Exhibition to be held at the NEC, Birmingham on 7th – 8th October.  We consider it is important 

to contend for the Truth as conveyed in the Scriptures and we hope and pray that the Lord will 

grant fruit to our endeavours.  (See Page 14 for details of our stand.) 

 

We need help and guidance in all our activities and endeavours and we would ask for your 

continued prayerful support.  

 

We wish all our Members the Lord’s rich blessing. 

 

Yours in the Lord’s service, 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
David Crowter 

Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

                     Management Committee 
Mr. M. Brockes (Hon. Treasurer/Co. Secretary); Mr. D. Crowter (Chairman); 

Mr. I. Henderson; Mr. M. Hobbis; Mr. D. Lawson; Mrs. J. Cummins (Secretary)  
 

http://www.losttotheeu.org/
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SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD 

by Shaun Willcock                                                                                                            
Bible Based Ministries, South Africa 

                                                                                                                                  
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 

touch not the unclean thing” (2 Cor. 6:17) 

Throughout the Scriptures, the people of God are commanded to live separate from the world 

and its ways.  This doctrine – the doctrine of Separation – is one of the most hated in all the 

Bible.  Not only the openly unbelieving, but also the professing ‘believers’, loathe it.  A 

professing ‘believer’ is one who claims to be a believer, but is a believer in his profession only: 

he is claiming to be something he is not.  He calls himself a Christian, but is as much a part of 

the world, and a lover of it, as any avowed infidel.  Christendom (I do not say ‘Christianity’) is 

full of such hypocrites: ‘They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being 

abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate’ (Tit. 1:16). 

They are people who draw nigh to the Lord with their mouths, and honour him with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from him (Matt. 15:7,8). 

Such people often use the same language as the true citizens of Zion; they often pray in a 

Biblical manner, sing with great fervour, and zealously speak to men about the Saviour; they 

often diligently and faithfully attend the services of a local Church, and are well-versed in 

many Scriptural truths; but they deny the Lord God by their works, unwilling and indeed 

unable to live lives that are separate from the world. 

 The true child of God is commanded to come out from among the things of the world and to be 

separate.  Why?  It is because ‘the friendship of the world is enmity with God’; and ‘whosoever 

therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God’ (Jas. 4:4).  The world is God's 

enemy!  ‘The whole world lieth in wickedness’ (1 Jn. 5:19).  When God draws a sinner to 

salvation in Jesus Christ, that soul is no longer of the world.  Jesus said, in prayer to His Father, 

that His disciples were ‘not of the world’ (Jn. 17:16); ‘and the world hath hated them, because 

they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world’ (vs.14).  Ah! here we find why the 

doctrine of Separation from the world is so despised by those who are only professing 

‘believers’, not true ones.  Those who are truly ‘not of the world’ are hated by the world!  And 

no mere professor of religion can bear to be hated by the world – for he is a part of the world!  

As Jesus said, ‘If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of 

the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you’ (Jn. 15:19).  

The true child of God has been chosen OUT of the world and the Spirit of God teaches him to 

hate the things of the world; but as he hates the world, so the world hates him. 

No wonder the vast numbers of professing ‘believers’ hate this doctrine of Separation!  Only he 

who is alive in Christ can love it and seek to obey it. 

In the Old Testament, the Lord said to his people, ‘And ye shall be holy unto Me: for I the Lord 

am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be Mine’ (Lev. 20:26); and, ‘I 

am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people’ (vs.24). And in the New 

Testament, the same truth is taught: ‘Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing’ (2 Cor. 6:17); ‘Come out of her, my 

people’ (Rev. 18:4); etc.  The popular teaching today is that Christians are just like everyone 

else: they are free to enjoy the same pleasures, dress in the same fashion and do all the things 

that everyone else does.  Preachers are at pains to assure their hearers that ‘being a Christian 

does not mean that you have to give up your favourite pastimes’; that life does not change all 

that much.  All that being a Christian means is that your sins are forgiven, you’re not on your 

way to Hell, and you will be going to a Church on Sundays and contributing some of your 
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money to it.  And even the hour or two you spend in the service is ‘fun’ too: for the emphasis 

these days is all too often on entertainment in the services, with bands, dancing and showbiz 

personalities and emotional ‘highs’. 

What a perversion of the Word of God!  BE YE SEPARATE, saith the Lord!  Christians are called 

to a life of holiness.  The Bible is clear: ‘have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather reprove them’ (Eph. 5:11).  And vs. 8 declares, ‘For ye were sometimes darkness, 

but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.’  As ‘God is light, and in Him is no 

darkness at all’ (1 Jn. 1:5), so His children are to walk as children of light, glorifying Him.  ‘If we 

say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie’ (1 Jn. 1:6).  Do you 

understand this?  This verse condemns the professing ‘believer’, who says he is a child of God, 

but whose life is a life of darkness. 

As 1 Pet. 2:9 says, ‘But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of 

darkness into His marvellous light.’  He who obeys not the command to be separate, gives no 

evidence that he is a child of God. 

But let us examine this doctrine more closely.  Are Christians to go out of the world physically, 

moving to some deserted island, or establishing monastic communities.  Is this what separation 

means? 

Not at all.  If to be separate from the world meant that Christians had to literally remove their 

bodily presence from the vicinity of unbelievers, they would have to leave this planet (1 Cor. 

5:10)!  It is not only impossible, it would be contrary to the will of God.  For Christians are to ‘be 

blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world’ (Phil. 2:15).  And the Lord Jesus 

specifically prayed to the Father: ‘I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 

that thou shouldest keep them from the evil’ (Jn. 17:15).  Christians are ‘in the midst’ of the 

world, not out of it.  They are out of it spiritually, not physically.  Christ prayed that the Father 

would keep the saints from the evil of the world, not remove them bodily from it.  What glory 

would it be to God if, at the moment of conversion, His saints were removed from the planet?  

But when, in the very midst of a crooked and perverse nation, the saints ‘love not the world, 

neither the things that are in the world’ (1 Jn. 2:15), this brings glory to God.  When, 

surrounded on all sides by the ungodly, and by evil and temptation, the believer has no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproves them, this is one of the 

greatest testimonies to the work of the grace of God in the salvation of a sinner.  The time is yet 

to come when, at the resurrection, the saints will ‘meet the Lord in the air’ (1 Thess. 4:17), and 

be with Him forever; but until then, we are called to be in the world, and yet not of it. 

Christians, on a daily basis, are surrounded by evil.  As they go about the everyday affairs of 

life, they are, like just Lot, ‘vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: for that righteous 

man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day 

with their unlawful deeds’ (2 Pet. 2:7,8).  Though they are tempted, and tempted sorely at 

times, their desire is to please their Lord.  Oh, how often they fail to live separate from the 

world!  Too often, they fall.  But they long to please the Lord and it grieves them when they 

grieve Him.  Those who profess to know the Lord, but who live in harmony with the world, do 

not know Him, regardless of their profession.  They fill the places of worship of Protestantism, 

but their lives are a stench to the Lord. 

Christians should have nothing more to do with the world than what is necessary for life.  There 

can be no fellowship, communion, concord, part, or agreement with the world.  This is the clear 

meaning of this portion of God's Word: ‘Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 

for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  and what communion hath light 

with darkness?  and what concord hath Christ with Belial?  or what part hath he that believeth 

with an infidel?  and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?  for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a 
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Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty’ (2 Cor. 6:14-

18).  Believers and unbelievers cannot be unequally yoked together.  That is attempting to wed 

righteousness with unrighteousness, light with darkness, Christ with Belial.  There is NO 

common ground between these opposites.  Christ was ‘holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 

from sinners’, and as He was, the believer is to be (Heb. 7:26).  John Newton put it this way: 

‘though the providence of God hath given us callings and relations to fill up (in which we 

cannot be too exact), yet we are not of the world, but belong to another community and act 

from other principles, by other rules and to other ends, than the generality of those about us.  I 

have observed that the world will often leave professors in quiet possession of their notions 

and sentiments and places of worship, provided they will not be too stiff in the matter of 

conformity with their more general customs and amusements.’  And further: ‘In our way of little 

life in the country, serious people often complain of the snares they meet with from worldly 

people and yet they must mix with them to get a livelihood.  I advise them, if they can, to do 

their business with the world as they do it in the rain.  If their business calls them abroad, they 

will not leave it undone for fear of being a little wet; but then, when it is done, they presently 

seek shelter, and will not stand in the rain for pleasure: so providential and necessary calls of 

duty, that lead us into the world, will not hurt us, if we find the spirit of the world unpleasant, 

and are glad to retire from it, and keep out of it as much as our relative duties will permit’ 

(Letters of John Newton, Letter 30. Banner of Truth Trust). 

We have business to do in this world.  We are in it, we have to live, we have to use certain 

things in the world.  We have to eat and have clothing, and to have these things we have to 

work; and this means that we have to mingle with the people of the world.  Furthermore, the 

Lord has said, ‘Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither 

do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto 

all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven’ (Matt. 5:14-16).  We are to preach Christ to 

the lost and we are to live Christ-like lives before them.  We are to ‘go out into the streets and 

lanes’, and ‘into the highways and hedges’, bearing the glad tidings of salvation (Lk. 14:21,23).  

But the proclamation of the Gospel to the lost does not necessitate participation with them in 

their sinful deeds!  That verse in 1 Cor. 9 is much abused in our day: ‘I am made all things to all 

men, that I might by all means save some’ (vs.22).  From all sides we hear the cry: ‘We have to 

be like them to win them.’  Thus we find so-called ‘Christian workers’ dressing like the world, 

listening to the world’s music, watching the world’s movies.  We find professing ‘believers’ 

drinking socially with their unconverted neighbours and business associates (‘everything in 

moderation,’ they say).  And why?  All because of that heresy that says, ‘We have to be like 

them to win them.’  That is not the meaning of 1 Cor. 9:22 at all and anyone who ‘rightly divides 

the Word’ will know that.  Paul meant not that he joined the people of the world in their sinful 

practices, but that he became like them in harmless matters, when he knew that to do so would 

advance the cause of the Gospel.  This verse no more teaches that Christians have to 

participate in evil, worldly things in order to gain the lost, than any other verse does.  The real 

witness is when one who has become a ‘new creature’ in Christ forsakes the world and the 

things of the world, separates himself from it, has no fellowship with it, and lives a holy life 

before the Lord and before men.  As in everything, the Lord Jesus Christ is the believer’s great 

example.  How blameless was His life!  How gracious His words!  How innocent His conduct!  

He was in the world, but not of it.  And that is how His disciples are to be. 

Those who claim that Christians have to be like the world, in order to preach Christ to the 

world, do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.  For Scripture says, 

emphatically, ‘And be not conformed to this world’ (Rom. 12:2); and the power of God is that 

which saves, not the will of man (Psa. 110:3).  Despite the fact that the man who lives a 

separated, holy life unto God is an oddity to the world, and despite the fact that those who 

conform to the world appear to have more success in ‘witnessing’ and ‘evangelism’, the 

standard is not to be lowered for the sake of ‘reaching the lost’.  Multitudes are ‘won’ to what is 

called ‘Christianity’ by those who join hands with the world in the name of ‘evangelism’, but 

such ‘Christianity’ is a farce, a mockery, and bears no resemblance to the Christianity of the 

Bible; and the ‘converts’ of such ‘evangelism’ are not Christians.  It matters not that many, even 

most, will look upon one who seeks to live a life of separation from the world as a madman, a 



6 
 

‘fanatic’, an absurdity; it matters only that the Christian glorifies his Lord.  Salvation is not in the 

power of man, and believers do not have to ‘meet the world half-way’ for their message to be 

acceptable to the lost.  High as the standard is, great as the cost is, those whom the Lord has 

elected unto salvation will be saved in God’s appointed time, for salvation is of the Lord and 

not by the will of man. 

The Christian is to please God and not men.  And if, in pleasing God, he offends man; if, in 

pleasing God, he is mocked and ridiculed by man; yet he will rejoice in that great day that, like 

Enoch, ‘he had this testimony, that he pleased God’ (Heb. 11:5). 

  ‘Wherefore COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND BE YE SEPARATE, saith the Lord’ (2 Cor. 

6:17). 

 Bible Based Ministries                                
info@biblebasedministries.co.uk       www.biblebasedministries.co.uk 

___________________________ 

 

“Watch Ye, Stand Fast in the Faith,                                         

Quit You Like Men, Be Strong”     (1 Cor. 16:13)                                         

by John Gill 

We ought to be watchful.  This concerns not only Ministers of the Word, whose special business 

it is to watch over themselves and others, to take heed to themselves, and to their doctrine, and 

to take care of the flock, over which they are placed as overseers, and see to it, that they are 

fed with wholesome food and are not infected with false doctrine; but this is incumbent on 

members of Churches also; what is here exhorted to belongs to them, as our Lord said to His 

disciples; what I say unto you I say unto all, watch (Mark 13:37); against sin and the prevailing 

vices of the age, Satan and his temptations, false teachers and their pernicious doctrines.  We 

live in ensnaring times, and therefore ought to be on our watch and guard; times of great 

profaneness and immorality, in which not only the men of the world, but professors of religion, 

give themselves great liberties and indulge to a vain conversation; and the more wicked the 

times are, the more cautious should we be, that we are not drawn aside by ill examples; and 

the more so, as they are set by such that profess the same name we do.  Satan is very busy in 

laying snares in the way of a professing people, in using all devices, and wiles, and stratagems, 

to decoy them from the paths of truth and righteousness; wherefore we ought to watch and 

pray, that we enter not into temptation (Matt. 26:41): false teachers are everywhere lying in wait 

to deceive, and therefore we ought to guard against them, and be careful that our minds are 

not corrupted by them, from the simplicity that is in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3); and that we are not 

carried away with the error of the wicked (2 Pet. 3:17). 

Stand fast in the faith; in the grace of faith, and in the doctrine of it, and in the profession of both: 

do not depart from the faith of the Gospel, though you live in times that others do; and have 

lived to see the times foretold, that some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 

spirits (1 Tim. 4:1); but in these departing times let it be your honour to stand fast without 

wavering; be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel (Col. 1:23); from the Gospel itself, 

and that hope which it gives of salvation by Jesus Christ, and eternal life through Him; stand fast 

in one spirit: let your whole soul and spirit be in the Gospel, and be zealously affected to it, and 

be united in your endeavours to promote it; striving together for the faith of it against the 

common enemy; earnestly contend  for the faith which was once delivered to the saints (Phil. 

1:27; Jude v.3); which is attempted to be wrested out of your hands and is in great danger of 

being so.  Let none of those things move you from your close adherence to it, which are 

objected to it, or you meet with on account of your profession of it.  Abide by it, though the 

greater number of men is against it, and those the rich, the wise, and learned; and though it 

mailto:info@biblebasedministries.co.uk
http://www.biblebasedministries.co.uk/


7 
 

may be charged with novelty and licentiousness and attended with reproach and persecution. 

Quit you like men; play the man; behave like men of courage and valour; be valiant for the truth 

upon the earth (Jer. 9:3); do as the guard about Solomon’s bed did; let every man have his sword 

upon his thigh because of fear in the night (Song. 3:8): it is a night-season with you already and it 

will be darker still; you will hear the noise of the enemy, be not terrified at it; guard against the 

fears that may seize and surprise you; fight the Lord’s battles manfully; if the foundations be 

destroyed, what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11: 3).  What indeed will they have to work or 

build upon, or even stand on, when the foundation of all faith, hope, peace, and joy is 

removed?  But then they should not look on as idle and unconcerned spectators of these things; 

what can the righteous do?  They should build up as fast as the others pull down; do as 

Nehemiah and his people did, work with one hand and hold a weapon with the other (Neh. 

4:17); a trowel in one hand and a sword in the other. 

Be strong; not in yourselves, but in the Lord, and in the power of His might, in the grace that is 

in Christ Jesus; go to Him for strength under every trial and exercise, to carry you through 

every service and suffering for His Name’s sake; and to oppose every enemy, and to maintain 

your ground against them.  Go not forth in your own strength, but depend on Him, and His 

grace, which is sufficient for you; encourage yourselves in the Lord your God; let not your 

spirits sink, your hearts fail, and be discouraged; but take heart, be of good courage; consider 

you are engaged in a good cause, fight under the great Captain of your salvation: you may be 

sure of victory in the end and that the issue will be a crown of life and righteousness: wait on the 

Lord; in the way of His appointments, which is your duty, with patient submission to His will, 

until the time of your deliverance and salvation comes, and He will strengthen thine heart 

(Psalm 27:14); fortify your minds against fear and danger. 

Excerpt from Sermons and Tracts, Vol. 1, pgs. 78-9,82-4, by John Gill.                                                                          

Old Paths Gospel Press, Choteau, Montana, USA.           

___________________________________________________________ 

“Walk worthy of the Lord.” 

Col. 1:10; Eph. 4:1 

 
 1. Ye souls, redeemed with blood, 3. Shall sons of Heavenly birth 

  And called by grace divine.  Their dignity debase? 

  Walk worthy of your God,  Unite with sons of earth, 

  And let your conduct shine;  And take a servant’s place? 

  Keep Christ, your living Head, in view,   The slaves to sin and Satan too? 

  In all you say, in all you do.  Forget to keep their Lord in view? 

 
 2. Has Jesus made you free? 4. Forbid it, mighty God! 

  Then you are free indeed;  Preserve us in Thy fear; 

  Ye sons of liberty,   Uphold with staff and rod, 

  Ye chosen royal seed,  And guard from every snare; 

  Walk worthy of your Lord, and view  Teach us to walk with Christ in view, 

  Your glorious Head, in all you do.   And honour Him in all we do. 

 

 5. Increase our faith and love, 

  And make us watch and pray; 

  O fix our souls above, 

  Nor let us ever stray; 

  Dear Lord, do thou our strength renew, 

  And lead us on with Christ in view. 

                 
                                                                                                                                                 W. Gadsby                                                                                
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  NEWS ITEMS 

1. Justin Welby Calls Special Meeting of World’s Anglican Leaders - by Desmond 

Busteed, www.premier.org.uk. 16 September, 2015 

  

The Archbishop of Canterbury has called on Anglican Primates from across the Communion to 

gather for a special meeting to prevent further divides over things like marriage and the 

ordination of gay priests. 

Some expect Most Rev. Justin Welby to propose the creation of a two-tier Anglican Church, 

with Lambeth Palace comparing the proposal to that of a married couple “moving into separate 

bedrooms”, instead of full scale divorce over the issue. 

The Archbishop believes successful discussions may allow him to maintain relations both with 

the liberal churches of North America - which recognise and encourage gay marriage – and the 

African churches, led by Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria, who are agitating for the re-

criminalisation of all homosexual activity in their countries. Both will be able to call themselves 

“Anglican” but there will no longer be any pretence that this involves a common discipline or 

doctrine, according to the Guardian. 

Archbishop Justin has written to all 37 Primates inviting them to attend a special meeting from 

11 – 16 January, 2016 in Canterbury to reflect and pray together concerning the future of the 

Communion.   

“The difference between our societies and cultures, as well as the speed of cultural change in 

much of the global north, tempts us to divide as Christians; when the command of Scripture, the 

prayer of Jesus, the tradition of the Church and our theological understanding urges unity,” 

wrote Welby, the leader of the world’s 80 million Anglicans. 

But he said that a 21st century Anglican family “must have space for deep disagreement and 

even mutual criticism, so long as we are faithful to the revelation of Jesus Christ, together.” 

The agenda will be set by common agreement with all Primates encouraged to send in 

contributions.  It is also likely to include the issues of religiously-motivated violence, the 

protection of children and vulnerable adults and the environment.  

Abbreviated 

                                                                                                                                                                      

2.  Imams, Priests, Rabbis and Other Religious Figures will have to enrol in a 

‘National Register of Faith Leaders’ and undergo vetting - by Andrew Gilligan, 

www.telegraph.co.uk  12 September, 2015  

Imams, Priests, Rabbis and other religious figures will have to enrol in a “National Register of 

Faith Leaders” and be subject to Government-specified training and security checks in the 

Home Office’s latest action on extremism. 

The highly controversial proposal appears in a leaked draft of the Government’s new counter-

extremism strategy, seen by The Telegraph, which goes substantially further than previous 

versions of the document. 

The strategy, due to be published this Autumn, says that Whitehall will “require all faiths to 

maintain a National Register of Faith Leaders” and the Government will “set out the minimum 

level of training and checks” faith leaders must have to join the new register.   

Registration will be compulsory for all faith leaders who wish to work with the public sector, 

including universities, the document says.  In practice, most faith leaders have some dealings 

with the public sector and the requirement will cover the great majority.   

http://www.premier.org.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/


9 
 

The move marks a significant deepening of the State’s involvement in religion and is likely to 

be resisted by many religious representatives.   

Abbreviated 

 

3.  Public Schools in US Shun Christianity, Welcome Islam - by Czarina Ong, 

Christianity Today,  17  September, 2015  

Christians are up in arms against what they perceive to be a radical and sudden transformation 

of the American public school system where Christianity is being eased out of Children’s 

education and replaced with Islamic “indoctrination.” 

In its latest report, the American Centre for Law and Justice (ACLJ) said students in US public 

schools are now being forced to learn how to convert to Islam and recite “Allah is the only 

God.”   

“It’s Islamic indoctrination right here in our schools,” the organisation said.  

Several concerned parents in Tennessee and other parts of the country have been in touch with 

ACLJ and raised concerns over the things their children are being taught in school.   One 

parent told Fox News that her seventh grade daughter is learning about Islam as part of world 

history.   

“They did this assignment where they wrote out the Five Pillars of Islam, including having the 

children learn and write the Shahada, which is the Islamic conversion creed,” she explained.   

One parent from Williamson County said his son was forced to recite things in Arabic without 

even being told what they meant.  Meanwhile, students in Madison, Wisconsin, were given an 

assignment to “pretend you are Muslim” and, in Florida, students were tasked to recite the 

Five Pillars of Islam as a prayer and perform Muslim rituals.   

“To put this in perspective, imagine the outcry from the ACLU, Freedom From Religion 

Foundation and other leftist and angry atheist organisations if a study guide stated ‘Jesus is the 

Son of God’ and forced children to recite the Lord’s Prayer.  These organisations would be 

beside themselves claiming indoctrination of our public school students,” the ACLJ said. 

The conservative, Christian-based organisation is calling for the protection of religious liberty 

and a stop to Islamic indoctrination.  The ACLJ said it is now taking action against schools that 

censor Christianity and promote Islam.  

Abbreviated 

 

4.  Chile earthquake: prayer has ‘spared’ the country from much worse damage, 

says President’s chaplain -  by Aaron James, www.premier.co.uk  17 September, 2015  

The Chilean President’s chaplain has said that prayer has spared the country from 

considerably worse damage, after the world’s strongest earthquake this year struck the 

country. 

Rev. Alfred Cooper was speaking after a magnitude 8.3 earthquake hit the northern coast of 

Chile, killing at least eight people so far and forcing more than a million from their homes. 

Tsunamis flooded several coastal towns and although the tsunami alerts have now been lifted, 

people are concerned more may occur. 

Rev. Alfred Cooper told Premier’s News Hour: “It was the strongest earthquake we have had 

this year in the world.  We still are thankful that the loss of human lives has been minimal. 

http://www.premier.co.uk/
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There’s a lot of prayer in Chile right now, much prayer.  And as you know there are many 

Christians here, a good 20% of the Chilean are evangelical or Pentecostal Christians; so mostly 

I would say we have been spared, by a lot of intercession.   

Pray that the Government will make the right decisions in terms of how best to help…[and] that 

we have good co-ordination of the relief effort. 

And let us pray that the Gospel, in the midst of all this pain and insecurity and frustration, will 

be spread.” 

Slightly Abbreviated 

                                                                                                                                                                         

5.  Is the End Really Near?  -  by Troy Anderson,  Prophecy News Watch,  9 September, 

2015  

The signs – the last of the four blood moons, the Biblical Shemitah, rise of end-time “Babylon,” 

the Supreme Court decision legalising same-sex marriage, the dangerous Iranian nuclear deal 

and a world drowning in debt and dangling on the edge of economic catastrophe – seem 

unmistakable now. 

While harbingers of the apocalypse have been gathering for decades, most of the world has 

been largely oblivious to the gathering tempest and prophetic warnings.  This is changing with 

the sudden appearance of global instability – geo-politically, financially and culturally – as the 

world undergoes a remarkably ominous transformation. 

Today the world is facing moral and social chaos, spiritual deception, proliferation of the 

occult, a spate of historic natural disasters, worsening worldwide drought, record-breaking 

extreme weather and the growing risk of a nuclear conflagration. 

Franklin Graham, President of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, says the “defining 

moment” for America and humanity has arrived.  

“As a nation we have arrogantly turned our back on God and I believe God’s judgment will 

come against our country,” Graham says. 

Now, as the world awaits whether the last of the four blood moons and the Biblical Shemitah 

will bring economic collapse, war, other calamity or the fulfilment of prophecies related to 

Israel, Rabbi Jonathan Cahn says, “We are now witnessing what appears to be a perfect 

prophetic storm.” 

“For years, I have been warning that America was progressing down a course of apostasy and 

judgment,” says Cahn, author of the New York Times best-selling books ‘The Harbinger’ and 

‘The Mystery of the Shemitah.’  “The harbingers have all manifested, the national departure 

from God is accelerating almost exponentially, America’s relationship with Israel is at an all-

time low, and now with the striking down of the Biblical definition of marriage, the very order 

of God, we have crossed a fateful line.  It is all converging.” 

In interviews during the past nine months, several dozen highly respected Bible prophecy 

scholars told Charisma that they agree the world is now experiencing an unparalleled 

acceleration and convergence in end-time signs. 

Abbreviated 

______________________________  

“If the Lord loves you and your heart insensibly wanders from Him - one way or other                                              

He will prepare a scourge to bring you back.”                                                                                                                                   

John Newton 
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A SIGN OF THE TIMES 

 

The Lord Jesus once spoke to the people, saying, “Can ye not discern the signs of the times?”  

It was necessary work to be practised by the Jewish people, but it is also very necessary for us 

and our children. 

 

Our great God not only speaks to us by His Word, but He speaks also to us in different ways.  

He also speaks by the signs of the times.  Did not the Lord speak to a proud and sinful 

generation before the flood?  How did the Lord speak to the Jewish people before their land 

and temple was destroyed?  Many signs were given by God. 

 

We believe that this world is now in its evening-tide.  The glorified Immanuel will soon come 

with great glory to judge the quick and the dead.  Do we not see and hear His coming in the 

signs of the times?  Shall there not be many more signs in Heaven and upon earth to teach and 

tell us of the coming of this majestic King of kings and Lord of lords? 

 

Jesus has spoken:  “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of Heaven, but 

my Father only.  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.  For 

as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark.  And knew not until the flood came, and 

took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:36-39). 

 

One very lamentable sign of the times is the hardening of hearts.   It is considered by some as 

the greatest judgment upon mankind, not excluding church-goers.  This was a sign of the times 

before the flood which was brought from Heaven upon the people during Noah’s life; the days 

of Noah are being repeated.  The great God is perfectly just if He leaves sinners over to the 

hardening of their hearts.  We read in John 12:40: “He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened 

their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, or understand with their heart.”  

 

God is a righteous Sovereign.  He can let a sinner harden himself to the end of his life and then 

comes the judgment; woe to him who falls into the hands of the living God!  It is truly a great 

blessing and mercy from Heaven if the Lord stops a sinner from hardening his heart and grants 

him by His Spirit a broken heart and a contrite spirit; then he speaks like David, “I am troubled; 

I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day.” 

 

So often the Lord warns sinners against hardening their hearts - “Harden not your heart” Ps. 

95:8.  How inclined is a sinner, however, to reject and despise the warnings and admonitions 

from God.  How blind and perverse; how unwilling to heed His wise command.  Deeply is he 

corrupted through leaving God in Paradise. 

 

To harden the heart against God, His Word, His warnings and admonitions, indicates a great 

insensitivity, carelessness and indifference.   

 

When does a sinner harden himself against God, His Word – even against his own welfare and 

salvation? 

 

1. When he rejects all warnings and admonitions which come directly or indirectly from 

Heaven to him. 

 

2. When he despises and abhors the blessed invitations of Christ in the Gospel, saying to 

the dear Redeemer: “Away with Him!  Away with Him!” 

 

3. When he will not hearken to the voice of his conscience and will sear it with a hot iron.  

Many have been quite young when this voice was disregarded. 

 

4. When they break through all discipline and the rod of correction which the Lord may 

bring upon them in sickness, poverty, losses, pains, danger of death at home or at war.  
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Many have vowed before God at such times that they would repent and serve Him, but 

soon they forget these solemn vows or resolutions and harden their hearts in sin and 

wickedness. 

 

5. When a sinner seeks and is found at places of worldly amusements, which places are 

condemned by the Word of God.  When he continues in such wickedness as drinking, 

dancing, swearing, whoring, blaspheming, stealing etc.  How great is His long-suffering 

in sparing such sinful and deep sunk wretches!  But what if the measure of sin is full? 

 

6. When a sinner breaks his promises and leaves the blessed truth of God to go his own 

way, turning his back to all truth and religion, or turning to a false or superficial 

religion.  How many are weak and fall into temptation. 

   

7. When he despises and mocks God’s dear people, His servants and rewards evil for 

good.  This is what Israel did with the prophets in olden times. 

 

8. When a sinner forgets the goodness and mercies of God bestowed upon him and does 

not love, honour and glorify his Creator. 

 

9. When his whole poor soul is bewitched with TV and computer images and has not the 

least soul-desire to see King Jesus in His beauty etc. 

 

May I ask you – are not the majority of the people hardening their hearts in this evil time?  Do 

they not walk in their own ways - ways of destruction?  Do we not live in a time when even 

God’s people do harden themselves to a certain extent and become as the slumbering virgins 

in Matthew 25?  Jesus asked His disciples, “Have ye your heart yet hardened?” 

 

This great evil, then, is a sign of the times.  This evil is as a fountain of many other evils.  We 

must warn faithfully against this evil.  God in Heaven warns against it saying, “Harden not your 

heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness” Ps. 95:8.  

“Today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts” Heb. 3:15. 

 

May the Almighty God show mercy unto us and our children, to a back-sliding and hardened 

people; may He fill us with His blessed Spirit and soul-melting grace and love. 

 

 “O remember not against us, 

 Evil by our fathers wrought; 

 Haste to help us in Thy mercy, 

 Near to ruin we are brought; 

 Help us, God of our salvation, 

 For the glory of Thy Name; 

 For Thy Name’s sake come and save us, 

 Take away our sin and shame.” 

            J.V.Z. 

 
The Banner of Truth 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

(Slightly Amended) 

____________________________ 
 

 

It is good to see ourselves exceeding poor and vile; but if that sight and feeling prevent our 

looking up to – and exerting ourselves for our dear Saviour – it becomes criminal and robs 

the soul of much comfort.  I can speak this by dear-bought experience.  How often have I 

been kept from speaking and acting for God by a sight of my own unworthiness!  But now I 

see that the more unworthy I am, the more fit to work for Jesus, because He will get much 

glory in working by such mean instruments.     

 George Whitefield                                                                                      
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 “Righteousness exalteth a nation:  

but sin is a reproach to any people.”  
(Proverbs 14:34) 

 

Extracts from a sermon preached by John Newton in 1787 
 

The usual judgment of mankind on almost every important point is so very different from the 

decision of Scripture that both cannot possibly be true.  National prosperity is more commonly 

estimated by the extent of dominion, by the success of arms in war and the increase of riches 

and commerce in peace; whether righteousness flourisheth or not is seldom taken into account  

and the prevalence of sin, of infidelity, dissipation and profligacy is deemed a small reproach 

compared with a diminution of power and wealth.  When our fleets and armies triumphed over 

all resistance and spread terror and desolation to the remotest parts of the globe and the 

treasures of the East began to pour in upon us with an almost boundless profusion, this nation 

was supposed to be highly exalted.  But nothing less than the progress of righteousness and the 

suppression of sin can render us truly honourable or take away our reproach if the Word of 

God, the great Governor of the earth, be truth.  And this happy change would do it, though we 

should lose one province and one empire after another and we should be deprived of our 

boasted consequence among the nations of the earth.   

 

The sentences in the Book of Proverbs are for the most part contrasted and we may therefore 

fix the sense of righteousness in this passage by considering it as the opposite to sin.  Sin, 

which is the reproach of our nature, of every person, family, village, city and kingdom in which 

it is found, is that inward principle of the heart and that outward course of conduct which is 

contrary to our relation to God as His creatures and to the tenor of His revealed will.  A right 

disposition of heart towards God and a conduct in all points regulated by the authority and rule 

of His Holy Word is this righteousness which exalteth a nation, and so far as this is wanting, the 

most powerful, opulent, civilised and enlightened empire, with all its supposed attainments, 

advantages and distinctions, is clearly the subject of reproach and contempt. 

 

Consider how a nation (which is composed of a multitude of individuals) would be exalted if 

the character of the text was universally or even generally prevalent.  Whatever be the 

situation of the righteous man, he is an ornament and a blessing to the community.  If he be in 

authority, he ruleth over men in the fear of God.  Whether seated upon a throne, or in a 

subordinate station in public life, his power, influence and example, so far as they extend, are 

employed in promoting the public good to encourage the love of righteousness in others, to 

vindicate the oppressed, maintain order and suppress wickedness.  The God whom he serves 

teaches him for his station and supports him.  His principles render him superior to the selfish 

craft which often passes for wisdom in the world and the fear of God secures him from that fear 

of man which bringeth a snare. 

 

The righteous man is the true patriot, who wrestles for his country by prayer in secret and 

devotes his talents to promote the good of all around him.  The righteous man in private life is a 

good citizen.  He respects and obeys the Government and laws under which he lives.  He is 

willingly subject to lawful authority (and obeys), not from constraint, or for the sake of filthy 

lucre, but for conscience sake.  If he be rich, the grace of God teaches him to be humble, 

moderate and benevolent.  If he be poor, it teaches him patience and contentment, to be quiet 

in the land, diligent in his calling.  As a relative, the righteous man is a kind and compassionate 

master, a good husband, a punctual trader, a faithful, upright servant, in every relation 

endeavouring to approve himself to God and to do unto others as he would wish others in a like 

situation should do unto him.  He is sober and temperate in all things, gentle, forbearing and 

forgiving, because in every situation he endeavours to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in 

all things, and is no farther directly concerned in the affairs of this life than to let his light so 

shine in his allotted department that others may glorify God on his behalf.  
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I think it undeniable that if this righteousness were diffused among all ranks and orders of men, 

there would be reason to say, Happy are the people that are in such a state.  Discord, envy, 

hatred, prodigality, covetousness, sensuality and a long train of evils which fill the world with 

woe, would be banished from among them.  Each one in his sphere would contribute to the 

good of the whole and God, thus served and thus honoured would be their bulwark and shield, 

a wall of fire round about them and a glory in the midst of them.  But where sin, the neglect of 

God and of His laws, prevail – it is a present reproach – it will prove them a foolish and unwise, 

an ungrateful and base-spirited people.  A want of public spirit in superiors, a readiness to 

sacrifice every valuable consideration to the selfish calls of ambition or interest – and, in the 

inferior [socially lower] classes, impatience of subordination, licentiousness under the 

pretence of liberty, the indulgence of hurtful passions – in general: dissensions, riots, weak 

counsels, rash enterprises, ruined fortunes and constitutions, distracted families, tyrannical 

masters, treacherous servants, bankruptcies, robberies, rapes and murders, crowded jails and 

places of worship almost empty would mark the character of the nation and of the times.  And 

these things would in their own nature not only be a reproach, but tend to the ruin of the 

people.   

 

God has sometimes shown His displeasure against sin by public and severe judgments – thus 

He brought a flood upon the old world and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire.  But if He 

only leaves a people to themselves, their ruin will be equally certain and perhaps equally 

terrible.  He inflicted no heavier punishment than this upon the Jews after they had filled up the 

measure of their iniquities by crucifying the Son of God.  He did not visit them with earthquakes 

or hurricanes, but He gave them up to the way of their own hearts.  Their ruin quickly follows; 

they brought it upon themselves, with such a complicated concurrence of calamities as were 

never suffered by any other people upon earth. 

 

Whether we are a people exalted by the love and practice of righteousness, or whether sin, 

enormous sin, be our reproach and a just cause for fear lest it involve us in ruin, I leave to your 

observation and to your consciences.  I hope there are amongst you many righteous persons 

and many more who feel some concern for the wickedness and misery around you.  May God 

enable you, according to your several opportunities, to contribute to our national honour and to 

the removal of our reproach, by joining heartily in the cause of righteousness and by 

discountenancing sin. 

 

This will lead you to countenance the preaching of the Gospel, which is the appointment and 

power of God to salvation through faith in His Name.  The people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge.  The glorious Gospel of Christ is like the sun: when this light shines and is 

perceived, the darkness of iniquity and misery flee before it.   

(Previously published in the Gospel Standard magazine May, 2014) 

 

God willing, we will contend for the Truth at: 
 

Christian Resources Exhibition 
NEC, Birmingham 

 

7th – 8th October, 2015       Stand No P27D/E 
(Exhibition Opening Times:  10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.) 

 
For further information: 

Christian Watch, P.O. Box 2113, Nuneaton, CV11 6ZY 
Contact:  David Lawson, 0788 9365645           Email: info@christianwatch.org.uk 

 

mailto:info@christianwatch.org.uk
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