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Dear Friends,

As we draw to the close of another year, we are conscious that
it has been a momentous year in the political history of both our
own nation (on 23rd June) and, more recently, the USA. But where
do we go from here?
Christians need to pray for their political leaders. To live
under evil leadership brings many sorrows upon us and God
warns His people that ‘when the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, the people
mourn’ (Proverbs 29:2).
Following the Brexit vote, many dreams of a united Federal
Europe were shattered. The referendum result reminds us how
thinly veiled political power can be and, in the world of politics,
uncertainty is no man’s friend; but today there is political
uncertainty widespread in the UK, Europe and the USA - there is a
need for strong leadership, with a Biblical moral compass – to
turn people back to righteousness. We need to see a return to
God-honouring leadership.
In the light of so much uneasiness in our nation – and in the
USA, as well as many other nations of the world – Christians must
remind themselves - as Daniel did – ‘but there is a God in Heaven’
(Daniel 2:28). We can rejoice in the result of the Brexit vote, but
we still have unrighteous politicians who rule; however, with the
Bible as our guide, we know that God is never pleased with
leaders who promote sinful agendas.
Has God withdrawn His gracious Presence from our nation?
Are we reaping the harvest of doctrinal errors that have fostered
sinful practices in our land? We know that God holds His people
accountable, for they have the light of the Gospel. Is it not time,
therefore, for all of us to repent and turn back to God and plead
that His grace will once again shine upon our land?
The times in which we live ought to drive us to our knees in
earnest prayer for a gracious outpouring of the Spirit of God. We
need to pray that God will have mercy upon us. Prayer must be
our first duty. Christians are commanded to pray for their
political leaders, so that they can enjoy the liberty to ‘lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty’ (1 Tim. 2:2). The
Church has a place in modern day society – it has the
responsibility to proclaim the truth, to call leaders to give ethical
leadership and to provide refuge for the saints in a godless world.
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May God make us salt and light in an unsavoury and darkened
world.
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” was the challenging subject
preached upon by Pastor Roland Burrows (Cradley Heath) at the
Christian Heritage Trust Centre in Rowley Regis in the West
Midlands on the occasion of our Annual CW Public Meeting. It
was good to meet friends – old and new – but, if you were unable
to attend, the message can be heard on our website or is
available on CD – for details see inside back cover.
Christian Obligations – to engage in the Battle – was the
theme of a forum at the High Leigh Bible Conference in the
summer. This article – written by myself – asks the question –
what is a watchman? What is the responsibility of a watchman?
We must ‘earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints’ (Jude 3). The final article in the series by Shaun
Willcock – Why is Francis encouraging Muslim Immigration
into Europe? – asks whether there will be an uprising by the
people or an Islamic victory over much of Europe over the next
few decades? Prayer in time of Desolation and The Desire of
the Soul are encouraging messages from a by-gone day,
pleading that God will shine forth in our souls, in the pulpit and in
the pew and for us to call upon His Name.
News & Current Affairs covers a range of topics from Brexit,
anti-Semitism, literal interpretation of the Bible and abortion.
May God have mercy upon us as a nation.
At the close of 2016, we thank God for His goodness towards us.
We wish you the compliments of the season and trust that the Lord
will continue to bless you in 2017.
Yours in His service,
Ian R. Henderson
(Vice-Chairman)
PS
Please note that there is a subscription renewal form for 2017
enclosed with this Newsletter. The annual membership fee
remains the same at just £10 per annum. However, with the everincreasing cost of printing and postage, donations are greatly
appreciated.
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CHRISTIAN OBLIGATIONS –
TO ENGAGE IN THE BATTLE
By Ian Henderson (C.W. Vice-Chairman)
Edited from an address given at the High Leigh Bible
Conference, 2016
The Word of God states – in Jude v 3 – to “earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” or - in other
words – “to engage in the battle.”
It is a plain fact that the Protestant Reformed faith is under
threat today as never before – it is under threat from various
sources – including atheism, Islam, Ecumenism and Romanism.
Sadly, many Ministers today choose to take a neutral stance on
virtually every issue – presumably so that they don’t offend others
or jeopardise their own positions. But the Word of God is very
clear – and the Lord Jesus Christ did not preach to please all His
hearers - the disciples did not preach to please all their hearers.
They preached so that men and women could hear the good news
of the Gospel and seek the Lord in repentance – and if people
were offended (and many of the religious leaders were) – so be it.
Why is the Church not active today? Is it because God’s people
are not engaged in the battle?
How many times have you heard prayers offered, prayers that
bemoan the state of our nation? And yet we must ask ourselves
some pertinent questions:
1. Why is the Church not taking the Gospel message to the
people – the people in the streets who do not come into the
Churches? Is it because God’s people are not engaged in the
battle? Let me ask you – when did you last give out a Gospel tract
– organise/support an open-air meeting – do some doorknocking?
2. Why is the Church not opposing the evil in their communities?
Why is it silent? Is it because God’s people close their eyes to the
sin all around them and are not engaged in the battle?
3. Why is the Church not providing more practical support for
the brethren across the world who ARE doing the Lord’s work and
are being imprisoned because of it? Is it because God’s people
are not engaged in the battle?
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4. Does your heart burn to do something in the Lord’s service –
or are you simply not engaged in the battle? You leave it to others.
5. Do you desire to stand unashamedly for the Lord’s cause and
for the cause of the Gospel, but no leadership is given – or are you
simply not engaged in the battle? Maybe your role is that of
leadership!
I want to suggest to you that you and I have to take
responsibility for the state in which we find the Church today – as
we are not engaged in the battle as
we ought to be.
We are not
engaged in the battle as were our
forefathers. The Church has gone
quiet – most people find it to be
irrelevant in today’s society - it
allows sin all around us to abound
without being challenged.
In fact, in some instances, the
Church actually promotes sin. Men
in high office in the Church no
longer believe that the Bible is the
Word of God and they challenge its
Martin Luther
authority.
Next year - 2017 – we celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation - OR – do we celebrate?
What does the Protestant Reformation mean to you?
What does the Protestant Reformation mean to me?
Do you look at Rome through the eyes – as it were – of the
Protestant Reformers – through the eyes of Martin Luther who
came out from Popery and nailed his 95 theses to the Church door
at Wittenburg - or do you feel today that Rome is no longer the
threat that it once was?
Today, we are in a battle
- a battle against atheism
- a battle against Ecumenism
- a battle against Romanism
- a battle against Islam - and many other isms - but are we?
Are we really engaged in the battle - or do we just drift along to
Church Sunday by Sunday (maybe even being SMOs – Sunday
Mornings only) and simply expect the Church doors to be open for
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us, the central heating to be turned on and the comfortable cushions
laid out on the pews?
But - if we – as the Lord’s people - do not engage in the battle who will?
Let me briefly summarise some of the battle-lines in which we,
as Protestants, ought to be engaged:
1. We ought to be contending for the Protestant Reformed
Christian faith and be a bulwark against further declension from
the old paths.
2.
We ought to adhere to the boundaries as laid down by the
Word of God alone and defined by the great Confessions of Faith.
3. We ought to seek
adherence to the Authorised
Version of the Scriptures – the
AV 1611 King James Bible – as
being the most accurate
translation of the Scriptures
into the English language.
4. We ought to expose the
failings of modern Bible
translations and their link with
the spiritual declension in so
King James Bible
many Churches today.
5. We ought to lobby in support of other true Christians who are
suffering persecution – and act in support of organisations and
ministries who are working specifically in the areas concerned.
6. We ought to be in regular contact with Government Ministers
at Westminster when Christian freedoms are threatened and
Biblical standards of morality are challenged by the introduction
of ungodly legislation.
7. We ought to lobby against ‘wolves in sheep’s clothing’, such as
Ministers of local Churches who openly support godless lifestyles
as being acceptable.
8. We ought to expose the ‘big names’ in neo-Evangelicalism
who embrace Roman Catholic doctrines and others, for instance,
who promote the false theory of evolution.
9. We ought to expose dangerous teachings such as the Alpha
Course and their links with Rome.
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We need to be watchmen – engaged in the battle.
Are you a watchman?
Are you – am I – engaged in the battle?
What is a watchman? What is the responsibility of a watchman?
Well, the job of a watchman in the Church is to give a warning cry
- to sound the alarm - at the erosion of our Christian liberties
whenever they may occur.
For the past 43 years, we, in the United Kingdom, have been
under threat from a godless European Union – a Union promoted
strongly by the Roman Catholic hierarchy.
23rd June, 2016 – just 6 months ago was a great day for this once great nation
of ours – our Independence Day – but we –
as Christians – need to be on our guard.
Can ungodly politicians be trusted? Does
Brexit mean Brexit? We are still not free
from the shackles of the European Union –
a Roman Catholic super-state – we must
remain engaged in the battle. There is
much to be done – we must not leave it to
The day Britain left
others.
This Protestant nation of ours – thanks to the European Union
and its open door immigration policy – is under threat today from
militant Islamic expansion and persecution - as well as false
Christianity. Are you engaged in the battle?
We are under threat because of wicked legislation designed to
prosecute and persecute Christians who dare to preach the
Gospel in the public arena – who dare to stand against evil. Are
you engaged in the battle?
The people of God have a great responsibility – they have a
responsibility and a duty to stand up for righteousness in a
godless society – and our first duty must be to God. Where a
Government, or a people, or a law, is against the Word of God,
we have a duty to make this fact known - whatever the
consequences.
Let’s just take a quick look at some Bible characters –
John the Baptist lost his life for pointing out the evil of Herod
taking his brother’s wife.
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Daniel was a lone voice on the night of Belshazzar’s feast – and
ended up in the den of lions.
Elijah stood alone on Mount Carmel against the 450 prophets of
Baal and the 400 prophets of the groves.
Jeremiah was a lone voice and was persecuted and imprisoned
for his stand for the Lord.
Gideon continued trusting in the Lord, even as he saw his army
reduced from 32,000 to 300.
Did God fail any of them?
No – He did not – and He will never fail those who put their
trust in Him. But these men all had one thing in common – they
were all engaged in the battle. Are you – am I – engaged in the
battle today?
For centuries – since the Protestant Reformation – there has
been one citadel of Protestantism that Rome has sought to destroy
– and that is Protestant England. We are living today in a day
when she has all but achieved her objective. In Victorian times,
the great revivals of evangelical Protestantism fostered and
encouraged worldwide missions. England became the
acknowledged head of the Protestant nations.
The growth, power and prestige of this country were due, at
that time, to our evangelical past and God honours those who
honour Him. But the reverse is true today - for today we have
departed from God more than any generation of people since the
Protestant Reformation.
In the 19th century, Protestant societies were formed - let’s just
remind ourselves of some of them:
-

the Protestant Reformation Society in 1821
the Protestant Alliance in 1845
the Protestant Truth Society in 1895

Today, they are now but only a shadow of what they once were.
Others – like the National Union of Protestants in 1940 or the
British Bible Union and the Bible Testimony Fellowship have
ceased to operate and we saw them replaced, as time went by, by
a new Movement – the World Council of Churches – and the idea
of a world Church and Church unity came to the fore.
What happened to our Protestant voice?
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Most of the larger denominations joined the World Council of
Churches - and today are co-operating with Rome in many of their
activities; and it is against this background that Rome hopes to
destroy us.
So the question must be asked again - are you willing to be
engaged in the battle
-

a battle against the might of Rome
a battle against the wealth of the Vatican
a battle against the power of the priest?

Who is on the Lord’s side is the battle-cry – are you willing
and ready to enlist?
The trials endured in Northern Ireland in recent decades are
largely due to two factors – the influence of Roman Catholicism on
the one hand and a dead
ecumenical Protestantism on the
other. Our loss of character as a
nation has developed as we have
departed further and further from
God but, at the same time, Rome
continues to seek to gain influence
and to equate herself with
Christianity in the minds of the
majority of the people. Rome’s
influence can be seen in the media
Pope Benedict XVI in
Westminster Abbey, 2010
– Archbishops of Canterbury rush
to pay their respects to the Pope –
Free Church Ministers invite Roman Catholic priests to address
meetings in their Churches; but Roman Catholicism preaches a
false Gospel and it is not a Christian Church. Rome denies the
sufficiency of God’s grace to save men. Roman Catholicism, in its
official teachings, rejects Sola Scriptura and places its traditions
and superstitions on a par with the Scriptures – thus effectively
adding to the Word of God.
Rome also denies that the death of our Lord Jesus Christ was
sufficient to atone for the sins of His people. This denial can be
seen in the blasphemous Roman Catholic Mass which claims to
offer Christ as a sacrificial victim, again and again, on the altar at
each Mass; thus denying the Word of God that Christ’s sacrifice
was paid once and for all on the cross of Calvary.
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For centuries, this nation of ours held to the Biblical position
that the Pope of Rome is that man of sin and son of perdition – as
described in 2 Thess. 2 v 3 – but, today, we see widespread and
growing acceptance of the Papacy within the fold of the Christian
Church.
On 16th July, many evangelicals joined hands (apparently in the
name of unity in the Lord Jesus Christ) at an event called
TOGETHER 2016. Many professing Christian celebrities took part
and the organiser – a
man named Nick Hall of
Pulse
(which
is
apparently a student
led evangelism movement) – gathered more
than 1000 Churches
nationwide to join in
prayer for Christian
TOGETHER 2016
unity as found in Psalm 133 v 1 – “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”
But this unity at TOGETHER 2016 is not the unity spoken about
in the Scriptures – this unity is a false man-made unity which
includes unity with Pope Francis, who included a personal video
message for the event. There is a battle being waged and it is
the bounden duty of every Christian – every Protestant – to
oppose, not only Rome, but also the false ecumenical unity being
propagated at events such as this.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon – the Prince of Preachers – once
said “it is the bounden duty of every Christian to pray against antiChrist; and as to what anti-Christ is, no sane man ought to raise a
question. If it be not the popery in the Church of Rome, there is
nothing in the world that can be called by that name.”
But is Rome part of the Christian Church?
I trust that we are all agreed on the answer, but in case there is
any doubt let me quote Pope Francis. A few months ago he stated
that Christ’s work on the cross was a failure.
A few weeks ago he stated that –To say that you have a
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is dangerous.
And in recent weeks he said that - Jesus Christ is not our hope;
but Mary and the Mother Church are.
So there is but one answer – Evangelicals, Protestants, must
awake to the pressing need and the imminent danger in which we
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find ourselves. We MUST engage in the battle –– we MUST stop
pussy-footing on Romanism – and we MUST put our own house in
order - the serious nature of the days in which we live demands
that we all get engaged in the battle.
Is it not the case that in many of our Churches today we would
be surprised to see unbelievers come in – we preach the Gospel
to those who are already saved and neglect the sinners who are
outside in the streets. Multitudes around us are ignorant of the
Gospel and its message – and the world rushes on to judgment.
But Protestantism is an open-air plant – it needs no hot-house
cultivation. It thrives in the strong winds of opposition, but is
weak and sickly when cultivated indoors.
The Protestant Reformation was a revival – the Reformers were
Gospel preachers – and we today are the spiritual descendants of
these Reformers. We
must battle against
Rome – we must battle
against any departure
from the Scriptures.
We must be active in
evangelism – reaching
the people in our
immediate neighbourhood with the Gospel.
The fight against Rome
Whether it be what
we could call Campaign Evangelism, Rural Evangelism, Literature
Evangelism, Child Evangelism – every possible God-honouring
form of evangelism – our single purpose must be the salvation of
precious souls – young, old, male and female.
The Reformers cried from the stake – NONE BUT CHRIST; the
Puritans made Christ the centre of their writings and sermons.
The Victorian evangelicals – Moody, Spurgeon and the rest –
were all constant in the same theme – the Lord Jesus Christ.
Will you engage in the battle today for the Lord and maintain a
witness for the truth? We are called to contend – contend for
what? Contend for something valuable – the Word of God says
“contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”
Why was it delivered? Because it is a valuable heritage and
treasure. We today are those with a commission – “Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
- The Gospel which brings freedom and light.
- The Gospel which breaks the chains of sin.
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-

The Gospel which brings decency and high standards and
a love of righteousness into society.

In our work and witness, we ought to be engaged in the battle.
We are contending for the faith – contending for real Christianity
– Christianity that can transform lives. Is that not a battle worth
engaging in?
“Contend,” says the Apostle, “for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.”
To contend for something means we have to strive for it. Battle
is involved. Controversy is inevitable. But the Authorised
Version doesn’t just tell us to contend. It says “EARNESTLY
CONTEND”. Look it up for yourselves in Jude v 3. That may not
be very comfortable these days – but let us see to it that future
generations don’t curse us for our laziness – don’t curse us for our
apathy.
We are contending for something historic.
We are contending for something valuable.
We are contending for something in jeopardy – nothing less
than the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ in our land and
the maintenance of our Protestant heritage.
“Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints” - so says the Scriptures.
Engage in the battle – don’t leave it to others – be proud to
be a Protestant – and God will give us the victory. We may
well have a fight on our hands – but the outcome is assured.
May God enable us by His grace to be soldiers for Jesus Christ
– and to enlist in God’s army.
So let us all be engaged in the battle and “earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints”. Amen
_____________________________

As the stars do not make Heaven, but only decorate and adorn
it, even so works do not merit Heaven, but adorn and decorate
the faith which justifieth.
Martin Luther
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THE PROMISE AND SIGN OF CHRIST’S COMING
2 Peter 3 - Isaac Watts
Help, Lord, for men of virtue fail;
Religion loses ground;
The sons of violence prevail,
And treacheries abound.
Their oaths and promises they break,
Yet act the flatterer’s part;
With fair deceitful lips they speak,
And with a double heart.
If we reprove some hateful lie,
How is their fury stirred!
“Are not our lips our own?” they cry;
“And who shall be our Lord?”
Scoffers appear on every side,
Where a vile race of men
Is raised on seats of power and pride,
And bears the sword in vain.
Lord, when iniquities abound,
And blasphemy grows bold,
When faith is hardly to be found,
And love is waxing cold –
Is not thy chariot hastening on?
Hast thou not given the sign?
May we not trust and live upon
A promise so divine?
“Yes,” saith the Lord, “now will I rise
And make oppressors flee;
I shall appear to their surprise,
And set my servants free.”
Thy Word, like silver seven times tried,
Through ages shall endure;
The men that in Thy truth confide
Shall find Thy promise sure.
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Why is Francis Encouraging Muslim
Immigration into Europe?
By Shaun Willcock
PART 3
In Part 1, it was explained that encouraging Muslim immigration was part
of a well-planned PR exercise as part of the Roman Catholic Church’s longterm underlying strategy to eventually achieve a single one world religion
with the Pope as its Head. In the light of events in Europe at present, there
are three likely possible scenarios which may be played out. Part 2
showed the first of these options and Part 3 now gives the other two
scenarios.

Scenario Two: Resistance (But is it even possible?)
Let us now consider the second possible scenario: that the
peoples of Europe, fed up with what their Governments are doing
by permitting so many Muslims
in, fed up with the massive
Muslim crime waves sweeping
their countries, fed up with the
changing cultures of their
countries, will somehow wake
up before it is too late, say
“enough is enough”, rise up
and resist this Islamic invasion
and either vote their liberalPope Francis
leftist Governments out or
overthrow them, turn back the Islamic tide, secure their borders
and stop this multi-cultural madness that is tearing Europe apart.
Although a few European nations show signs of moving
towards this point, most do not. The truth is, the European
populations have been so thoroughly indoctrinated by the
effeminate liberal-leftist ideology over decades, that they are for
the most part spineless, compliant, weak-kneed hand-wringers
who are so afraid of being “politically incorrect” and offending
anyone and everyone that they would rather continue to preside
over their own destruction than utter even a squeak of protest.
This is not the generation that stood up to the Nazis in World War
II. This is a generation of “metrosexuals”, of androgynous
creatures utterly confused about who they are, of people so
distracted by non-stop entertainment via their cell-phones,
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tablets and endless round of parties that they have virtually lost
touch with reality.
It is extremely unlikely then that this scenario will come to
pass.
Still, stranger things have happened; and as unlikely as this
scenario is, one can never truly say never. There is just a remote
chance, humanly speaking, that it could happen. It is not what
Francis wants, nor is it what the Governments of Europe want; but
if it did happen, Francis would still emerge looking good,
because he sheltered refugees. After all, he’s the Pope, people
will say. He’s supposed to care for people. He’s the “moral
voice” of the world (as they believe). This is what they will say.
He will appear (in their eyes) as “the good Christian leader” he is
meant to be.
There is a historical precedent for this. In World War II, Pope
Pius XII supported Hitler and the Nazis. But Rome always plays
both sides – just in case - and just in case the Nazis lost the war,
Pius took in and protected some Jews in the Vatican. And sure
enough, when the Nazis lost the war and many were well aware of
the Vatican’s support for Hitler, Pius and his spin doctors could
point to those Jews in the Vatican and say to the world, “See? We
never supported Nazism. We cared for Jews ourselves, right here
in the Vatican!”
Francis, seventy-odd years later, has adopted the same
strategy. And no one will blame him. After all, they will say, he is
the Pope. This is what he is supposed to do. He is supposed to
show compassion for the suffering.
Scenario Three: Islam Triumphant in Much of Europe (and
the Pope’s insurance policy)
The third possible scenario - and one which must give many in
the Vatican nightmares - is the possibility of an Islamic victory
over much of Europe over the next few decades. And what then?
What if – despite the Pope’s plans and the plans of the European
leaders – they are simply unable, for whatever reason, to stop this
massive Islamic flood once it has served their purposes?
Francis well knows that if Islam ever succeeded in conquering
various European countries, the position of the Roman Catholic
religion would be precarious indeed; and despite his plan for
using Islam to create chaos that will ultimately benefit Rome and
the power of the Papacy, it is a huge gamble. The plan may yet
backfire.
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So he is hard at work to have an insurance policy – just in case.
He is travelling to Muslim countries, referring to Muslims as his
“brothers and sisters”, being very vocal in his support for the
Muslim refugees pouring into Europe – and even harbouring
some Muslim families in the Vatican. This way, if the dreaded day
ever comes when Islam is victorious over much of Europe, he and
his spin doctors can point to all these things and say, “See? We
never supported those calling for the destruction of Islam! We
cared for Muslim refugees ourselves, right here in the Vatican!”
Again, just as he did with some Jews in World War II.
The fortunes of nations and ideologies ebb and flow. The
Roman Papacy has existed for a very long time and it has
weathered many storms. It has made great gains, at times, and
then it has suffered great setbacks. It has seen Europe prostrate
at the Pope’s feet in the Dark Ages and it has seen much of Europe
break away from the Pope’s control during the Reformation. It
has seen a European ruler standing in the snow for three days
awaiting the Pope’s pleasure and it has seen another European
ruler take the Pope prisoner. So the Papacy is not naïve about
what could yet happen in Europe. And if ever much of Europe is
flooded and finally conquered by Islam, Francis hopes that the
steps he is taking now, the insurance policy he is forging, will
ensure that in this “new Europe” Roman Catholicism will still have
a place, until the tide turns again.
Conclusion
These are momentous days for Europe. It is a battlefield. Time
will tell what the outcome of these things will be in the end; but let
none of the Lord’s remnant be deceived by the words and actions
of the Roman Pope. In the centuries-old conflict between
Romanism and Islam, this is merely the latest strategy for eventual
victory.
_____________________

May 2016

How valiant were the martyrs in expressing acts of love to Christ! How
boldly did they encounter death, that interposed between them and
the sight of His glory! Their love was hotter than the flames that
consumed them. They as willingly left their bodies as Elijah let fall
his mantle to ascend to Heaven. And how does it upbraid the coldness
of our love, that we are so contented to be here, and to be absent from
our Saviour!

Bates
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PRAYER IN TIME OF DESOLATION
Prayer Meeting address by Mr. J. Delves,
Ebenezer Chapel, Clapham, 7 September, 1957
Reading: Psalm 80 and Isaiah 63:15 – 64:4
This Psalm has in it, in the first place, a grievous complaint by
reason of the desolation, the withholding of Divine power and
manifested mercy and the evidence of the Lord’s anger in His
solemn corrections and the condition, so graphically described,
of the vine that He brought out of Egypt. It was a goodly vine,
which took deep root and filled the land so that the hills were
covered with the shadow of it and its boughs were like the goodly
cedars. Then follows the evidence of God’s judgements on
account of the sins of the
people.
“Why hast
Thou then broken down
her hedges, so that all
they which pass by the
way do pluck her?”
Thus
were
His
judgments and these
miseries brought upon
her. The wild boar out
of the wood and the wild
beasts had devoured
Prayer
the vine that was so
promising and gave such evidence of fruitfulness. So there is this
complaint.
Do any of us feel like that? Do we mourn His absence? Have
we grace enough to mourn His absence? What is our present
state? For there is not only this complaint, but also an earnest
prayer. The church was grieved because of these desolations; so
in this respect she might be said to be in a lively and not an
indifferent state. There were plaintive enquiries, but there was,
too, this one urgent appeal for the Lord to return, to behold and
look upon the vine and restore it. So this prayer is repeated,
“Turn us again, O God of Hosts.” Turn us again. We have had
better days; we have known prosperity; we have rejoiced in the
light of Thy countenance; but now there is this darkness, trouble,
distress and misery.
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“Turn us again.” Here is repentance. This is a prayer for
restoration. Restore us, bring us back again, as in Psalm 51,
“Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy
free Spirit.” This is addressed to God, to the Shepherd of Israel.
Mention is made of the place where He dwells, where His people
may seek Him in all their desolation and misery. “Thou that
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.” That was the
meeting place – between the cherubims. “There,” said God to
Moses, “will I meet with thee.” The cherubims were winged
figures above the mercy seat, looking one toward the other. The
mercy seat was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ in His expiatory
offering and atonement. There it is that God is approachable –
between the cherubims.
The prayer here is for God to “shine forth.” That is it; that is
what we need. I need it, and some of you may likewise feel to
need it. We need Him to shine forth in our souls, in the pulpit and
in the pew [and in the nation - Ed]. Turn us again; restore us,
Lord; restore to us those former favours, those privileges that we
have enjoyed. There is also here a humble confidence. If Thou
wilt do this, Lord, “We shall be saved.” We will call upon Thy
Name; we will not go back from Thee. This is the confidence of
faith, that if it should please God thus to return and restore, to lift
up the light of His countenance, to shine forth, then, in the power
of that, “we will not go back from Thee.” That will hold us up and
keep us calling upon Thy Name and we shall be saved. May the
Lord help us to approach Him, even as it is said here, “Between
the cherubims.”
___________________
God’s love is infinite, boundless, bottomless, passing all
knowledge. “God so loved,” that is, so immeasurably, so
incomparably, that we can have no similitude to express it by.
Therefore Paul prays that they may be able to comprehend the
breadth, length and depth of this endless mercy. We may quickly
wade too far into other of God’s attributes, as in His wisdom, to
know why He did this or that; but in His mercy never can we wade
far enough. This serves for comfort. When Satan amplifies thy
sins and says thou hast so heinously sinned; unto that so oppose
this so of Christ: “God so loved.” God’s mercy is infinitely more
than man’s sin. My thoughts (of mercy) are not as your thoughts
(in sinning); my ways (in mercy) are not as your ways (in
offending); but as high above them as the heavens above the
earth.
Daniel Dyke, B.D.
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Letter to the Editor of Highland News – By Donald J. Morrison,
15 November, 2016

Dear Sir,
It is heartening news to hear that Maria Stopes International,
one of the country’s main abortion providers, have been
suspended from carrying out any further surgical abortions to
women under 18. This comes after the Care Quality Commission
raised concerns about patient safety, following the tragic death of
a woman earlier this year, in one MS clinic, after a botched
abortion procedure.
One craves for the day when
all these ‘killing clinics’ are
closed forever across the UK.
What happens behind closed
doors, in these clinics, truly
beggars belief…all thanks to the
Abortion (1967) Act which was
passed by Parliament nearly 50
Baby in the womb
years ago.
This Bill is indisputably one of the worst ever laws enacted in
this country. Since it was passed, thanks to heartless politicians, a
monstrous and nauseating crime has been daily perpetrated in
hospitals and clinics throughout the length and breadth of our
nation …and most people don’t even blink or give it a second
thought. It is about time this nauseating Bill was aborted forever.
While the Bill was passed primarily to allow legal abortions for
women whose health would be seriously put at risk from a
pregnancy, abortion in Britain today is a normal fact of life. We
know that 99% of abortions should not have taken place. It is
clear the Act should not have been passed or even contemplated
in the first place. Instead of being the safest place, a mother’s
womb is a perilous place to live in for many unborn babies.
It is deeply disturbing to consider that since 1967, up to the
end of 2015, some 484,000 babies have been aborted in Scotland
alone, while over 8 million – over the same period – have been
aborted in England and Wales. In Scotland, this equals the entire
population of Aberdeen, Dundee, Ayr, Perth and Greenock all
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together being wiped out, while in England it is comparable to
the current population of London, with over 8 million people
being murdered. These desperately sad and chilling statistics
ought to take our breath away.
I wonder how many readers realise that abortion is big
business across the country? Marie Stopes, along with many
other so-called providers, rakes in heaps of money. Their
financial accounts for the end of 2015 shows that they earned the
mind-boggling sum of £266m, with them boasting they ‘had a very
strong 2015, with a 7% increase in the number of abortion services
provided’!
For aborting a baby, up to 9 weeks, they charge £546 and for a
baby between 19-24 weeks the service and consultancy fee is
£2,040. Their employees are also handsomely looked after. Their
accounts show that 73 personnel are paid between £60-£100,000,
while another 22 receive between £100-£430,000! Had I not seen
these figures, I would not have believed them. There is one other
nauseating statistic under ‘Performance based bonuses’ for
employees. What does this mean? Simply: the more babies they
kill the more money they receive.
Enough is enough: the slaughter of the innocent unborn baby
must no longer be allowed to continue in this country. Abortion
must be aborted. With the Abortion (1967) Act 50 years old in
2017, the time is now ripe for law-makers and politicians, in both
Edinburgh and London, to commence the process of repealing
this Bill forever. The silent plea of ‘mother let me live’ must be
heard for the good of our precious unborn children.
Please write to your MSP and MP and ‘open your mouth’ for the
countless numbers who cannot speak for themselves.
Donald J Morrison,
85 Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness
Brexit? – George Nelson, Nelson’s Column, This England, Winter 2016
Initial euphoria has been tempered by the political fallout. Not
for nothing did the Bilderbergers meet in Dresden just before the
referendum. If you don’t know anything about them, take a look
on the internet and wonder why everything they do is top secret.
Of one thing you can be quite certain, there are invisible forces
working behind the scenes who don’t want England outside the
European Union. Freedom is a word they don’t understand and
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democracy is not a word you will find in their political vocabulary.
Unbelievably we even heard an EU leader describe the Brexit
result as “undemocratic” – and he believed it! Incredible!
Anti-Semitism Goes to Parliament - By Daniel Johnson, Wall Street
Journal, November, 2016

Europe’s descent into a new kind of anti-Semitism hit a new low
last week in, of all places, the Palace of Westminster. There, at an
event in the House of Lords, Jews were blamed for the Holocaust,
Israel was compared to
Islamic State and Zionists
were said to have power
over Parliament.
Jenny Tonge, a Baroness
and former Member of
Parliament who hosted this
showcase of anti-Semitic lies
on behalf of the Palestinian
Return Centre lobby group,
was launching a campaign
to press Britain to apologise
for the Balfour Declaration.
The centenary of this
Parliament
historic promise to create a
home for the Jewish people in Palestine will be marked next year.
One unidentified speak blamed the “heretic” American Rabbi
Stephen Wise for having “antagonised Hitler over the edge” with
calls for a boycott of Germany in 1935. He quoted Wise’s 1905
statement that there were “six million bleeding and suffering
reasons to justify Zionism” and made special note of the number.
This is a classic trope of Holocaust denial, suggesting the number
of Nazi’s victims has been fabricated to match this earlier number.
Not only did Ms. Tonge fail to interrupt or dispute this speaker:
she responded by demanding a boycott of Israel.
When the event was publicised by the Israeli Embassy in
London, the Baroness was merely suspended from the LiberalDemocrats party. She has since resigned, blaming Israel for
manipulating British politics: “They like to be in control of things.”
The Conservative Leader of the House of Commons, David
Lidington, has protested on behalf of the Government. Free
speech doesn’t require turning Parliament into a safe space for
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Holocaust denial. It is now time for Members of Britain’s Upper
Chamber to put their house in order.
But an avalanche of such propaganda can be expected, as
Palestinians and the left exploit next year’s anniversary to
mobilise support for their de-legitimisation of Israel. The Balfour
Declaration plays a crucial role in their mendacious narrative
depicting Zionism as a form of imperialism,
It is vital to put the record straight: Israel is not and never has
been a colonial enterprise, but – in the words of Foreign
Secretary, Arthur Balfour, in his “declaration” – which was
actually a public letter to Baron Rothschild – a “national home for
the Jewish people.” Zionism is the political expression of the
legitimate aspiration of Jews to have their own State.
The demographic context of the increasingly visible antiSemitism is Europe’s rapidly growing Muslim population. There
is panic in the political establishment about how to halt the rising
tide of radicalisation in these communities. All too often,
appeasement and hypocrisy prevail, with Israel becoming the
scapegoat.
UNESCO has just written Jews out of the history of Jerusalem.
Next year, attempts will be made to persuade the United Nations
to declare the Balfour Declaration illegal. Some EU members
have been so upset by Brexit that they may just allow such
resolutions to pass – especially if they are under pressure from
the Islamic world – meaning Britain may have to pay trillions in
“compensation” to the Palestinians.
Will Europe stand firm against such perversions of history? I
wouldn’t bet on it.
Abbreviated

Literal interpretation of the Bible ‘helps increase Church
attendance.’ – Harriet Sherwood, Religion Correspondent, The
Guardian, 17 November, 2016

Churches that are theologically conservative with beliefs
based on a literal interpretation of the Bible grow faster than
those with a liberal orientation, according to a five-year academic
study.
“If we are talking solely about what belief system is more likely
to lead to numerical growth among Protestant Churches, the
evidence suggests conservative Protestant theology is the clear
winner,” said David Haskell, the Canadian study’s lead
researcher.
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The findings contradict earlier studies undertaken in the U.S.
and the U.K., which attempted to discover the underlying causes
of a steep decline in Church attendance in recent decades, but
concluded that theology was not a significant factor.
The results of the new study are likely to fuel anxious debate
among church members about the reasons for decline and what
measures or approaches might stimulate growth.
Those
promoting
evangelical
styles of worship and
strict adherence to what
they see as Biblical truths
will be bolstered by the
findings.
The
authors
of
‘Theology
Matters:
Comparing the Traits of
Church attendance
Growing and Declining
Mainline Protestant Church Attendees and Clergy’ surveyed
2,225 churchgoers in Ontario, Canada and conducted interviews
with 29 clergy and 195 congregants. The paper is to be
published in next month’s issue of the respected international
journal, ‘Review of Religious Research.’
Abbreviated

MPs table motion to congratulate Pope Francis on his 80th
Birthday – Premier Journalist, 2 December, 2016
A cross-party group of MPs have called on the House of
Commons to congratulate Pope Francis on turning 80 later this
month.
A group of 13 Conservative, Labour, SNP, Liberal Democrat
and Social Democratic and Labour Party members have signed
the motion which was put forward by Labour MP Robert Flello.
The motion states: “That this House congratulates His Holiness
Pope Francis on his 80th Birthday; recognises his spiritual leadership
over 1.2 billion Catholics worldwide; commends his leading
contribution to tackling climate change, promoting sustainable
development, welcoming refugees, building peace, encouraging
prison reform, protecting religious freedom and advancing global
abolition of the death penalty; and wishes him well for his continued
Pontificate.”
Abbreviated

__________________
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THE DESIRE OF THE SOUL
From J. C. Philpot
How sweet and expressive is the phrase, “The desire of our
soul”! How it seems to carry our feelings with it! How it seems to
describe the longings and utterings of a soul into which God has
breathed the spirit of grace and mercy! “The desire of our soul” –
the breathing of our heart, the longing of our inmost being; the
cry, the sigh, the panting of our new nature; the heavings,
gaspings, lookings, longings, pantings, hungerings, thirstings and
ventings forth of the new man of grace – all are expressed in those
sweet and blessed words, “The desire of our soul”! And what a
mercy it is, that there should ever be in us “the desire” of a living
soul; that though the righteous dealings of God are painful and
severe, running contrary to everything nature loves; yet that with
all these, there should be dropped into the heart that mercy, love
and grace, which draw forth the desire of the soul toward the
Name of God.
This is expressed in the words: “With my soul have I desired
Thee in the night!” If you can say no more about the work of
grace upon your heart than that – can you really use these words
as descriptive of feelings experienced within, “With my soul have
I desired Thee in the night”? Is your soul longing after the Lord
Jesus Christ? Is it ever in the night season panting after the
manifestation of His presence? Hungering and thirsting after the
dropping-in of some word from His lips, some sweet whisper of
His love to your soul? These are marks of grace. The carnal, the
unregenerate, the ungodly, have no such desires as these; there
is nothing in their heart corresponding with “the desire of the
soul” unto the Name of God. But it is the case with all the
righteous, for “the desire of the righteous shall be satisfied.”
And what do you desire when you can say, “The desire of my
soul is to Thy Name”? Is it not, that He will manifest Himself to
your soul with some sweetness and blessedness; and thus give
you power to lay hold of Him and bring Him into your heart that
you may clasp Him in the arms of faith and affection, be enabled
to breathe forth the language of your bosom into His ear, and say,
“My Lord and my God. Thou art mine and I am Thine and shall be
Thine when time shall be no more”?
Now this is having the desire of your soul to the Name of God –
a longing after the Lord Jesus Christ in the manifestations of His
Person, blood, work and love. I never can believe there is such a
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desire in the heart of a hypocrite. There may be, and is perhaps,
in him a desire to escape “the wrath to come”; but a single,
simple, secret, fervent, heart-felt, panting desire – when no eye
sees, no ear hears but the eye and ear of Jehovah – I cannot think
that such a simple, sincere, filial, breathing is to be found in any
but a regenerate heart.
At any rate, it is set forth in the Word of God as the experience
of the Church: “The desire of our soul is to Thy Name”! Lord, we
want Thee; none but Thee; nothing short of Thee; Thyself, in Thy
beauty, in Thy loveliness, in Thy preciousness; for nothing short of
Thee can make the soul happy or holy. Without Thy presence,
there is no solid peace; without Thy smiles, there is no real
happiness; without Thy favour, all is darkness and death; and
therefore “the desire of our soul is to Thy Name”; for, in having
Thee, we have everything that can satisfy, bless, comfort and
save.

______________

THE INCARNATION OF GOD
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23

Let earth and Heaven combine,
Angels and men agree,
To praise, in songs divine,
The incarnate Deity;
Our God contracted to a span,
Incomprehensibly made man.
He laid His glory by,
And wrapped Him in our clay:
Unmarked by human eye,
The latent Godhead lay;
Infant of Days He here became,
And bore the loved Immanuel’s name.
Unsearchable the love
That has the Saviour brought;
The grace is far above
Or man’s or angel’s thought;
Suffice for us, that God we know,
Our God, was manifest below!
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