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“An anchor of the soul.” 
 Hebrews 6:18,19; Titus 1:2 

   
We travel through a barren land 
With dangers thick on every hand; 
But Jesus guides us through the vale; 
The Christian’s hope can never fail. 
 
Huge sorrows meet us as we go, 
And devils aim our overthrow; 
But vile infernals can’t prevail; 
The Christian’s hope shall never fail. 
 
Sometimes we’re tempted to despair, 
But Jesus makes us then His care; 
Though numerous foes our souls assail, 
The Christian’s hope shall never fail. 
 
We trust upon the sacred Word – 
The oath and promise of our Lord; 
And safely through each tempest sail; 
The Christian’s hope shall never fail. 
 
Gospel Magazine, 1799 
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Dear Friends,  

At 9 o’clock on Tuesday, 6th June, 1944, King George VI broadcast a 
message to the people of the British Empire in which he called for “earnest, 
continuous and widespread prayer”.  This prayer was repeated by Prince 
William, the Duke of Cambridge, this year – on D-day – at the National 
Arboretum in Staffordshire.  Some extracts are included below: 
 
“I desire solemnly to call my people to prayer and dedication. We are not 
unmindful of our own shortcomings, past and present.  We shall ask not that 
God may do our will, but that we may be enabled to do the will of God; and 
we dare to believe that God has used our nation and Empire as an instrument 
for fulfilling His high purpose. I hope that throughout the present crisis of the 
liberation of Europe there may be offered up earnest, continuous and 
widespread prayer….At this historic moment, surely not one of us is too busy, 
too young or too old to play a part in a nation-wide, perchance a world-
wide, vigil of prayer….If from every place of worship, from home and from 
factory, from men and women of all ages and many races and occupations, 
our intercessions rise, then, please God, both now - and in a future not 
remote - the predictions of an ancient Psalm may be fulfilled: ‘The Lord will 
give strength unto His people: the Lord will give His people the blessing of 
peace’.” 
 
Today we, as a nation, are engaged in a different battle – the battle to 
leave Europe – the battle to regain our sovereignty and independence in 
accordance with the democratic will of the people.  When the results of 
the 2019 Euro-election in this country are analysed, it will be discovered 
that the combined votes for all the pro-Brexit parties total 52%, whereas 
the combined votes for all the anti-Brexit parties total 48%.  In other 
words, the result is almost exactly the same as at the June, 2016 
referendum.  The British people have spoken twice – and yet our 
Parliament at Westminster continues to thwart the will of the people. 
 
Theresa May – as David Cameron before her – has been forced to resign 
and we are now engaged in a Conservative leadership election (for a 
new Prime Minister).  Why is it that there has been so much soul-searching 
amongst MPs with regard to the terms on which we leave, or even whether 
we should ever leave!  It is not in their gift to leave or remain – this 
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Ian Henderson  

decision has already been made – and despite hand-wringing and hair-
tearing by various Westminster spokesmen, they have been elected to 
carry out the wishes of the voting public – something they would do well 
to remember when it comes to the next election.  In the meantime, the UK 
Brexit MEPs - and similar-minded MEPs from other European countries – 
will take up their seats in Strasbourg – and the process of destroying the 
European Union from within can begin. 
 
Whilst all these political shenanigans take the headlines, the Church of 
England is quietly continuing to do anything and everything to undermine 
the preaching of the simple Gospel message – “Ye must be born again”.  
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, was the guest speaker at 
the annual Whit walk in Walsingham this year, when ‘Our Lady of 
Walsingham’ was paraded through the streets to the Abbey grounds 
where the blasphemy of the Mass was enacted. Thank God for the 
faithful band of Protestants who annually make the long journey to 
witness for the truths of the Gospel in open-air preaching and tract 
distribution and to hold aloft a NO POPERY banner.  Rome claims 
England as ‘Mary’s dowry’ – Protestants need to awake – before it is too 
late! 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury seems to have also emboldened senior 
clerics across the country when he said – “If you can’t have fun in a 
Cathedral, do you really know what fun is?”  So we now have reports of a 
40 foot helter-skelter in Norwich Cathedral and a 9-hole crazy golf 
course to be installed in Rochester Cathedral. The Word of God states in 
Ezekiel 5:11 – 
 
“Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord God; Surely, because thou hast defiled 
My sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, 
therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall Mine eye spare, neither will I 
have any pity.” 
 
We live in dark days, but the Lord is still on the throne. 
May He continue to bless you in your labours for Him.  
 
Yours in His service, 
 
 
Ian R. Henderson,  
(Chairman) 
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By:  Mr. T. J. Rosier,  
Editor, Gospel Standard Magazine, May, 2019 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY OVER US  

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour.”  

I Timothy 2:1-3 
 

We read of similar instruction in Paul’s Epistle to the Romans in chapter 13 verses 1-4.  If 
we are able to judge matters rightly, we believe that those of our readers who live in the 
United Kingdom feel that our present rulers and many of our Parliamentarians are a 
group of people who act and speak despicably and who have not accepted the result 
of the referendum to leave the European Union.  They are doing that which pleases 
themselves and hold the will of the people in contempt.  Almighty God, who foreknew 
the state of affairs in the United Kingdom at this time, inspired the Apostle Paul to give us 
instruction as to how we should behave toward our rulers.  The Word of God is our 
guide right to the end of time.  Both Government and people in this land have cast off 
the knowledge of God, violated His laws, denied His name and trampled on His Word;  
therefore, we are in disarray and confusion.  In spite of this disgrace, we are under 
Divine command to pray for all in authority over us.  We should pray for them! 
 

We must own the hand of God in these things.  When Abraham pleaded for Sodom, he 
respectfully by faith said, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25).  It 
is the same today with our national crisis as it was with the perplexity of feeding “five 
thousand men, beside women and children” (Matt. 14:21), for we read that Jesus 
“Himself knew what He would do” (John 6:6).  The Lord will have the last word in these 
matters! 
 

One thing is so abundantly clear in the Scriptures – and that is Christ’s love and care over 
His own dear people.  Whatever the outcome from this present confusion, it will be 
according to God’s own will and purpose and it must work for the good of those dear 
children of God who love and trust in Him (see Rom. 8:28).  David said, “My soul, wait 
thou only upon God” (Psa. 62:5).  We are therefore to “watch and pray” as events 
unfold and to pray for our rulers that wisdom and understanding may be given to them 
and that the evil forces in our land may be thwarted.   
 

As we see all the confusion around us, may the Lord help us to lay to heart by faith a few 
glorious Gospel truths which we find in the precious Word of God. 
 

1.  Jesus said to Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).  David sang, “Thy 
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom” (Psa. 145:13).  Earthly Kingdoms and Empires come 
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and go.  The European Union is a rising power, and yet it will soon fall, as all the Empires 
of history rose and fell, including the British Empire.  God uses Empires for His own honour 
and glory, as in the Roman Empire: for it gave His Apostles space to preach His Gospel 
among the nations.  Also, from the recent British and European Empires, Godly ministers 
went forth into the world preaching salvation by Jesus Christ.  
 

2.  God’s people must not indulge any thought of violence or of civil disobedience. We 
are under instruction to “submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake 
… to the King … or unto Governors” (1 Pet. 2:13,14).  Jesus humbled Himself to pay 
tribute to the Roman rulers, although He was the Son of God (see Matt. 17:24-27).  
When the Pharisees tried to catch out Christ to find fault in paying tribute to Caesar, He 
taught plainly that we are to render to “Caesar the things which are Caesar’s” (Matt. 
22:21).  When Jesus answered Pilate (see above), He also said, “If My Kingdom were 
of this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 
now is My Kingdom not from hence.”  Whatever the outcome from present matters, we 
are told plainly to pay our taxes, submit to our rulers and above all to pray for them.  It 
is our duty to pray for them, “that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life,” for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken it.  
 

3.  As we pray, may we remember the Word of the Lord as touching prayer: “Thy 
Kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 
 

4.  The Lord loves His people with an “everlasting love,” and therefore will watch over 
them, care for them, provide for them and bless them.  “But seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).  
 

5.  The Lord is preparing a place for His people in Heaven above.  Jesus spoke of 
“many mansions” in His Father’s house (see John 14:2).  “There remaineth therefore a rest 
to the people of God” (Heb. 4:9).  The Lord has promised that He is always with His 
people, and He will see them again.  
 

6.  Our time here is so short, and our occupation should be to seek to enter into that rest.  
The Lord bring us safely home to Immanuel’s land.  

7 
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OBITUARY 
Author and Historian Michael de Semylen  

 
 

After a period of illness, Michael de Semlyen was taken home to be with the 
Lord on 5th February, 2019.  Mr. de Semlyen is a past member of the 
Christian Watch Committee.  We have combined the obituary published by 
Richard Bennett, with whom Mr. de Semlyen worked for many years with the 
obituary published in the English Churchman - and are grateful to Peter 
Ratcliff and Richard Bennett for their 
permission to use their material.  
 
Mr. de Semlyen was a clear and vocal 
Protestant of the most gentle, yet 
immovable, character who wrote “All Roads 
Lead to Rome” (1993) and “The Foundations 
Under Attack - the Roots of 
Apostasy” (2006).  He established Spirit of 
‘88 and Dorchester House Publications in 
1987, remembering the great anniversaries 
of God's delivering Britain from Papal 
tyranny.  The aim was “to remind both 
Church and nation of the importance of our 
Christian heritage and the everlasting 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ”.  Mr. de 
Semlyen was a trumpet sounding the 
importance of our true Christian history and 
he warned of the storm clouds of the 
emerging Ecumenical Movement. 
 
In 1997 Dorchester House published “The 
Principality and Power of Europe - Britain 
and the emerging Holy European Empire” by 
Adrian Hilton, who later became the famous 
internet blogger “Archbishop Cranmer”.  
The book came out when Mr. de Semlyen, 
Rt. Rev. David N. Samuel, Rev. Dr. Ian 
Paisley and other serious Protestants were 
issuing a similar warning that Europe was 
not only a danger to British sovereignty, but 
also spiritually.   
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Later Mr. de Semlyen collaborated in writing with ex Roman Catholic priest 
Richard Bennett of www.BereanBeacon.org.  This included important articles 
such as “The Alignment of New Evangelicals with Apostasy”.  
 
Mr. de Semlyen would want to be remembered for what he believed rather 
than anything he achieved. He is often quoted as saying, “Are we 
abandoning our Christian Heritage?”  
 
He increasingly considered that the common feature of these future-orientated 
times in which we live is a remarkable lack of knowledge of history, 
especially among younger people. He opined that very few Christians have 
more than a scant knowledge of Church history or of the precious legacy of 
our Christian heritage handed down to us by our forefathers and that the 
Charismatic Movement is convinced - in step with the New Age Movement - 
that the Lord is “doing a new thing.”   The mere use of the word heresy, a 
word that is so central in all of Church history, has been deemed divisive, as 
well as intolerant and unloving, and has nearly been eliminated from the 
modern versions of the Bible.  Today, the term heresy could hardly be more 
‘politically incorrect’.                   
   
Central in all of this, he felt, is the neglect of history by both church and nation 
and the costly consequences of such disregard. History is the repository of 
experience and knowledge, of lessons learnt and unlearnt.  It can be seen as 
the outworking of the Holy Spirit in the life of the invisible church, the elect of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Few believers today know that historic evangelicalism 
has long shared a common heritage in the “solas” of the sixteenth-century 
Protestant Reformation.  The Reformation “solas” affirmed: Scripture alone 
(Sola Scriptura), Christ alone (Solus Christus), Grace alone (Sola Gratia), Faith 
alone (Sola Fide), and to God be the Glory alone (Soli Deo Gloria).  In short, 
the “solas” were the rallying cry of the Reformers.   
 
Michael de Semlyen and Richard Bennett co-produced a very popular DVD 
entitled ’The Inquisition”*. The DVD gives an historical account of the torture 
and murder that took place under Papal authority during the 605 years of 
the Inquisition.  It truly sets the stage for future generations who do not take 
heed to the warnings of Scripture and the Antichrist in our midst.   
 
 Rev. Mark Mullins 
CW Committee Member  
 

 
 
*DVD still available from CW – Price £1 to cover P&P 

http://www.bereanbeacon.org/
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From: Reformation Scotland website, 
7 June, 2019, www.reformationscotland.org 

HOW SHOULD TRUE THANKFULNESS  
IMPACT US? 

We have (properly) expressed our deep gratitude for the courage and sacrifice of D-
Day.  It was one of the greatest battles for freedom this world has ever known.  There 
has been little recognition in recent days, however, of the debt we owe to God.  
President Trump repeated part of President Roosevelt’s prayer from the time of D-Day.  
Not indeed though, the close of that prayer which was “Thy will be done”.  Many 
prayers were offered 75 years ago for this deliverance and in God’s great kindness 
they were answered.  Yet we have to ask ourselves how our nations have made use of 
this deliverance.  Did we use the freedom to honour or dishonour God?  Have we been 
thankful to God?  What is true thankfulness? 
 
We ought also to reflect on the many other reasons we have personally and 
corporately for being thankful to God.  How has it left an abiding impact on our lives 
and hearts?  Thomas Case 
speaks movingly in 
describing what he calls 
the “pure, holy, spiritual, 
active grace and duty of 
thankfulness”.  True 
thankfulness to God does 
not “put Him off with a 
few empty, formal 
compliments instead of 
the real, spiritual and vital 
duty which He expects 
and deserves” from us.  
True spiritual thankfulness 
is a grace which comes down from Heaven and ascends back to Heaven. 
 
1. True Thankfulness Exalts God - We exalt God (Ps. 30:1) and call on others to help (Ps. 
34:3).  True spiritual thankfulness wants God to be more exalted and man less. 
 
2. True Thankfulness is Prayerful - True thankfulness rises towards Heaven and God in 
holy prayer (Ps. 116:13 & 17).  We do not give up praying when God has put an end 
to our troubles (Job 27:10).  With the truly thankful, prayer leads to deliverance and 
deliverance leads to prayer.  It is love, not mere necessity, that makes him pray.  Love to 

The Queen with world leaders at D-Day 
commemorations earlier this June.  
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prayer and love to the God of prayer. 
 
3.  True Thankfulness Shows Love to God - Thankfulness draws the heart out in great love 
to God (Ps. 18:1).  This was David’s song in the day that the Lord had delivered him 
from the hands of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.  The saints express this love 
in these three ways:  
  

(i) Seeking to know God more (Exodus 33:18). Moses had seen much of the wonders of 
God.  Now his love is fired with desire to see and know the God of these wonders. 
 

(ii) Seeking to enjoy God more (Ps. 86:10-11).  The Psalmist seeks to know the way to 
God to enjoy more communion with God.  A thankful heart will only be content with 
God Himself, not merely the things of God. 
 

(iii) Seeking to glory in God more (Ps. 48:3-7, 12-13).  The Church concludes that Psalm 
of rejoicing for victory with this as the greatest triumph “This God is our God for ever 
and ever (v.14).  The God that has done all these wonders is my God. She does not 
glory so much in the victories God had given her, as in belonging to the God of those 
victories. 
 
4. True Thankfulness Requires Self-denial - Self-denial for God’s sake (Ezra 9:13-14).  
There is more thankfulness in one act of self-denial than in twenty days of thanksgiving. 
 
5.  True Thankfulness Fulfils our Vows – “What shall I render?” David says (Ps. 116:12).  
“I will pay my vows (v. 14, 18).  This is as right a response as any for all the mercies of 
God to His people, whether national or personal, whether victories or supplies.  All of 
these are God making good His covenant to them.  We must pay our vows to God (Ps. 
56:12). 
 
6.  True Thankfulness Trusts God – If God delivers a thankful heart it will trust Him another 
time (Ex. 14:31).  A people or person cannot honour God more than by trusting Him.  
Abraham was strong in faith giving glory to God (Rom. 4:20). 
 
7. True Thankfulness is Life Changing - Thankfulness makes us order our lives to God’s 
glory (Ps. 50:23).  The main work of thanksgiving is the ordering of our lives (literally in 
Hebrew, disposing our way aright).  Thankful lips do well, but thankful lives do better.  A 
day of thanksgiving is something, but a life of thanksgiving is everything.  
 
8.  True Thankfulness Desires Others to Praise God  - A thankful heart is filled with 
enlarged desires that others would be thankful.  The Psalmist cries out to all that receive 
mercies that they would respond with praise to God (Ps. 107:31).  He observes how 
much people receive from God and how little they give back to God.  He is troubled 
by this.  He cries out like someone in pain and grief.  He is not willing that God should 
lose anything by any of the wonders He does.  Surely this is a high expression of 
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thankfulness, when the heart labours with holy desires for the whole world to give glory 
to God (see whole of Ps. 148).  A gracious heart does not think it enough to praise God 
alone; even though it would praise God supposing there were none in Heaven or earth 
to keep it company.  
 

9.  True Thankfulness Speaks of God’s Works - A thankful heart delights to speak of the 
wonderful works of God (Ps. 145:5, 10-12).  The Church praises God’s great goodness, 
mercies and the multitude of His loving kindnesses (Isa. 63:7).  The saints not only stir up 
one another to speak of His praises but seek to preserve the memory of His wonderful 
works to all generations (Ps. 145:4-7; Ps. 78:2-5).  
 

10.  True Thankfulness Longs for Heaven – Since gracious spirits adorned with thankfulness 
can only live a short while to praise God on earth and – since their generations will not 
continue forever to do this work – they long for Heaven.  There in the presence of God 
their praises will be perfected.  Here they are feeble, weary, full of natural and sinful 
weakness.  There they will be vigorous, active, pure and perfect, without change or end 
to all eternity (Rev. 8:4).  Thankfulness is a pure flame of a restless motion, always 
mounting upward until it comes to Heaven.  There it will sing everlasting hallelujahs to 
Him that sits on the throne and to the Lamb.  There it will observe a day of thanksgiving 
that will never have an evening.  

12 
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FRANCIS I SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM 
OFFICE FOR HERESY, SAY PRIESTS AND 

OTHER PAPISTS 

Priests and Academics Accuse the Pope 
of Rome of Heresy 
 

It has happened before and now it has 
happened again. 
 

With the sweeping changes which the first
-ever Jesuit Pope, Francis I, has been 
seeking to make to both the doctrine and 
practice of the Roman Catholic religion, it 
was inevitable that conservative Roman 
Catholics, firmly committed to orthodox 
Popish doctrine, would accuse him of 
being a heretic.  
 

The latest such accusation occurred in 
April, 2019. 19 conservative priests and 
Roman Catholic academics (more signed 
it afterwards) wrote an open letter, 
publicly accusing their Pope of teaching 
heresy, and thus of being a heretic.  And 
they went further still: they addressed the 
Bishops of the entire Papal system, 
appealing to them to recognise Francis’ 
error, denounce him as a heretic and, 
what’s more – remove him from being 
Pope of Rome. 
 

In their own summary of their open letter, 
the authors write:  
 

“The Open Letter to the Bishops of the 
Catholic Church is the third stage in a 
process that began in the summer of 
2016.  

By: Shaun Willcock, Bible Based 
Ministries, SA 

 
At that time, an ad hoc group of Catholic 
clergy and scholars wrote a private letter 
to all the Cardinals and Eastern Catholic 
patriarchs, pointing out heresies and other 
serious errors that appeared to be 
contained in or favoured by Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia.  
 
The following year, after Pope Francis had 
continued by word, deed and omission to 
propagate many of these same heresies, a 
‘Filial Correction’ was addressed to the 
Pope by many of the same people, as well 
as by other clergy and scholars.  The 
second letter was made public in 
September, 2017, and a petition in 
support of it was signed by some 14,000 
people.  The authors of that letter stated, 
however, that they did not seek to judge 
whether Pope Francis was aware that he 
was causing heresy to spread.  
 
The present Open letter to the Bishops of 
the Catholic Church goes a stage further in 
claiming that Pope Francis is guilty of the 
crime of heresy.  
 
This crime is committed when a Catholic 
knowingly and persistently denies 
something which he knows that the Church 
teaches to be revealed by God.” 
 
The signatories also stated: “We take this 
measure as a last resort to respond to the 
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accumulating harm caused by Pope 
Francis’ words and actions over several 
years, which have given rise to one of the 
worst crises in the history of the Catholic 
Church.”  And: “We therefore request that 
your Lordships [i.e. the Bishops] urgently 
address the situation of Pope Francis’ 
public adherence to heresy”, and “publicly 
to admonish Pope Francis to abjure the 
heresies that he has professed.” 
 
What is Francis Accused of? 
What are his heresies, according to the 
letter?  They wrote: “We limit ourselves to 
accusing him of heresy on occasions where 
he has publicly denied truths of the faith 
and then consistently acted in a way that 
demonstrates that he disbelieves these 
truths that he has publicly denied.”  Among 
other things, the signatories accuse him of 
being too soft on divorced Roman 
Catholics; of not being outspoken in 
condemning abortion; of being too soft 
on and, indeed, welcoming to, 
homosexuals; of being too 
accommodating to Protestants and 
Muslims; of supporting prelates who have 
disgraced the “Church” by their 
scandalous lives; etc.  
 
To provide a little more detail of the 
things they are accusing him of:  

In 2016, Francis published Amoris Laetitia, 
his document on marriage, divorce and 
remarriage.  This comes in for strong 
criticism in the letter.  Roman Catholic 
“Church” law does not permit divorce and 
it states that divorced Roman Catholics 
who have remarried in civil ceremonies 
cannot partake of “communion” unless 
they abstain from sexual relations with 
their new partner, because their first 
marriage is still valid according to 
“Church” doctrine, unless it has been 
annulled;  but Francis has made it 
possible for certain exceptions to be 
made to this.  He has placed the final 
decision in the hands of a priest or Bishop 
working together with the individual 
concerned.  This relaxing of official Popish 
law was strongly criticised at the time it 
was published and continued to be 
criticised thereafter by doctrinal 
conservatives within the priesthood and 
elsewhere.  
 
Then, as to Rome’s relations with 
Lutherans: the open letter brings up the 
fact that Francis once said that Martin 
Luther’s intentions “were not mistaken” 
and it criticised him for signing a joint 
statement with Lutherans in 2016, in which 
he stated that Roman Catholics were 
grateful for the “theological gifts” of the 

14 
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Reformation.  According to orthodox 
Roman Catholic teaching, the Reformation 
was a disaster for Rome and something 
satanic - and Luther and the other 
Reformers were destroyers and heretics.   
 
As for Francis’ approach to Islam, the 
letter criticised him for making a joint 
statement with a Muslim leader in 
February, 2019, in Abu Dhabi, in which it 
was said that the plurality and diversity 
of religions was the will of God.  This was 
a denial of orthodox Roman Catholic 
doctrine, which states that there is no 
salvation outside the Roman Catholic 
religion.  
 
The letter’s authors also state that Francis 
is guilty of publicly praising, or raising to 
influential positions, various prelates and 
others despite the fact that they reject 
orthodox Roman Catholic doctrine and 
morals and they name these men.  
 
Are the authors of this open letter correct 
in their accusations of heresy levelled at 
Francis?   Yes, they are – always bearing 
in mind that by “heresy” they mean 
deviations from Roman Catholic doctrine 
– not from Biblical truth.  They don’t care 
about that.  Roman Catholic theology is 
not the same thing as Biblical doctrine.  
Inasmuch as Francis has departed from 
Roman Catholic theology, he proclaims 
heresy according to Roman Catholics.  He 
is guilty of what they accuse him of.  He 
has departed from official Roman 
Catholic doctrine and he has supported 
men holding positions within his false 
“Church” who are also heretics against 
Roman Catholic theology. 
 
But why is he doing this?   

 
The Jesuits’ Modus Operandi 
Francis is a Jesuit, a fact which must never, 
ever be forgotten or ignored, because 
this explains almost everything we need 
to know about the man.  
 
The Jesuit Order exists, and always has 
existed, for one supreme purpose: to 
bring the entire world into submission to 
the Papacy.  But their fanatical belief that 
“the end justifies the means” to achieve 
their goals is the reason why, despite 
portraying themselves as the great 
defenders of Roman Catholic doctrinal 
orthodoxy, they have never hesitated to 
change Roman Catholic doctrine, ignore 
Roman Catholic doctrine, and even 
readily follow the teachings of other 
religions, if to do so will advance the 
Jesuit agenda. 
 
G. B. Nicolini, in his History of the Jesuits1, 
wrote in 1884: “Draw the character [of 
the Jesuit] as he seems in London and you 
will not recognise the portrait of the Jesuit 
in Rome.  The Jesuit is the man of 
circumstances, despotic in Spain, 
constitutional in England, republican in 
Paraguay, bigot in Rome, idolater in 
India.  He will assume and act out in his 
own person all the different features by 
which men are usually distinguished from 
each other.  He will accompany the gay 
woman of the world to the theatre and 
will share in the excess of debauchee.  
Solemn countenance, he will take his 
place by the side of the religious man at 
church or revel in the tavern.  He dresses 
in all garbs, speaks all languages, knows 
all customs, is present everywhere though 
nowhere recognised.  And all this, it would 
seem – O monstrous blasphemy! – for the 
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they placed one of their own members, a 
Jesuit priest from Argentina named Jose 
Maria Bergoglio, on the papal throne. 
 
The Jesuit Pope is a Jesuit First and 
Foremost 
When Bergoglio became Pope of Rome, 
taking the name of Francis I, the Jesuit 
Order reached the pinnacle of its power.  
It was now sitting astride the world.  
When he was elected, Francis was 
perceived to be doctrinally conservative3;  
and so he may be – as long as to be so 
works in the favour of Jesuitism.  
However, should his Jesuit Order 
command him to believe something 
different, or to alter or even jettison a 
particular Papist doctrine, or doctrines, 
“for the greater good” – he will not 
hesitate to do so.  For a true Jesuit obeys 
orders from his superiors without question.  
And Francis is – despite being Pope – a 
Jesuit under orders.  He takes his 
instructions from the Jesuit General.  
 
And the fact is that, since becoming Pope, 
Francis has often shown a leniency, a 
flexibility, to particular Roman Catholic 
doctrines and practices, which has greatly 
alarmed Roman Catholic conservatives.  
He has taken a decidedly less than rigid 
approach, for example, to divorce, 
abortion and sodomy.  This has made him 
the darling of liberals worldwide, both 

greater glory of God.” 
 
In my book, The Jesuits: the Secret Army of 
the Papacy, I wrote: “While, in general, 
the Roman Catholic institution has never 
had any qualms about ‘re-interpreting’, 
or even dispensing entirely with, the 
commandments of God…. the Jesuits in 
particular are masters at this.  In this way 
they have often endeared themselves to 
the people, and in particular to the upper 
classes, whom they have always sought to 
control. By being lenient in the 
confessional, imposing slight penances for 
sins or even justifying sin whenever it 
suited them, they became the most 
popular confessors of the rich and 
powerful in many lands – and still are.2” 
 
Although their stated aim is to defend the 
Papacy and advance the Roman Catholic 
institution around the world, the Pope of 
Rome is the mere figurehead as far as 
they are concerned.  They must call the 
shots.  They must rule the world behind the 
papal throne.  This is why the Jesuit 
General is known as “the Black Pope” – 
he rules from deep within the shadows.  
This is why the Jesuits have raised men to 
the papal throne and assassinated Popes 
who did not do their bidding.  And this is 
why, in 2013, at the time of global crisis 
for the Roman Catholic institution which 
they knew only they could overcome, 
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inside and outside his religion – but alarm 
bells have been ringing for a long time in 
the ears of those who hold to traditional, 
conservative Roman Catholic theology.  
He pays lip service to doctrinal 
conservatism, but then says things which 
are very evidently opposite to it.  This is 
typical Jesuitism.  It is to speak with a 
forked tongue.  It is to be all things to all 
men. 
 
Why the Attack on Francis will Almost 
Certainly not Succeed 
Many, many times the Jesuits have been 
accused of heresy by other Romanist 
leaders and now some of them are 
accusing their Pope, himself, of being a 
heretic – because he is a Jesuit and is 
following the Jesuits methods to the letter.  
 
For example, one of the heresies the 
authors of the open letter accuse Francis 
of committing, is expressed thus: “A 
Christian believer can have full knowledge 
of a Divine law and voluntarily choose to 
break it in a serious matter, but not be in a 
state of mortal sin as a result of this 
action.”  This is pure Jesuitism!  This kind of 
theology can be found stated over and 
over again in the writings of Jesuit 
authors. For examples of what they are 
prepared to tolerate and overlook, see 
my article, Jesuit “Moral Theology” and 
the Destruction of Western Morality4”.  It 
will shock most people, so abysmal is the 
knowledge of Jesuitism today.  
 
Many, many times, during the four and a 
half centuries during which the Jesuits 
have existed and encircled the Papacy 
with their tentacles, priests, Bishops and 
leaders of various other Roman 
Catholic religious orders – even 

Popes – have tried to destroy them; all 
without success.  Yes, from time to time in 
their history they have been suppressed 
or booted out of this country or that; but, 
like a cancer, they have always 
returned5.  This attempt, then, to accuse a 
Jesuit of heresy is merely the latest in a 
long line of such attempts by Romish 
priests, Bishops and others, to curtail or 
defeat Jesuitical power.  The problem for 
these men, however, is that this time the 
Jesuit they are accusing of heresy sits on 
the papal throne itself and, moreover, is 
phenomenally popular throughout the 
Roman Catholic world and, in fact, the 
world in general.  The Jesuit Order holds 
the Vatican and the worldwide “Church” 
of Rome in a vice grip.  Francis is their 
man.  It will take more – much, much more 
– than an open letter from some 
disgruntled Papists to unseat him.  In fact, 
there is every reason (humanly speaking) 
to believe that he will die in office before 
that happens.  
 
A Warning to True Christians 
Lastly, a word of warning to true 
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Christians: be careful that in this matter, as 
in all matters, you are informed by the 
Word of God, the Bible, and not swayed 
by the devil’s subtlety.  Yes, Francis is a 
heretic – but not because some Romish 
priests and academics say so.  He is a 
heretic because the Word of God says 
so!  As Pope of Rome, he is the very arch-
heretic itself – the present Antichrist, just as 
all Popes before him have been the 
Antichrist while they reigned and, as any 
Pope after him will be the Antichrist at 
that time; that Man of Sin, that Son of 
Perdition, “who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped” (2 Thess. 2:4); “whose 
coming is after the working of 
Satan” (v.9). 
 
Yes, be very careful in this matter!  First, 
understand that Francis I is a heretic 
according to the Word of God.  But 
second (and just as importantly), 
understand that the Papists who oppose 
him and call him a heretic, are heretics 
themselves according to the Word of 
God!  It would be a terrible error to think 
that because these men oppose Francis, 
they are somehow orthodox.  They may 
be “orthodox” according to Roman 
Catholic theology, but not according to 
Biblical truth.  It is the pot calling the kettle 
black.  It is a set of heretics accusing 
another of being a heretic. 
 
Roman Catholicism is a vast system of anti
-christian doctrine.  Its priests are not 
Christians, its people are not Christians 
and it is not a Christian church.  Too many 
Protestant preachers and authors have 
made this shocking error.  In ignorance 
almost beyond comprehension, they 
place Roman Catholicism within the broad 

parameters of Christianity.  They apply 
the word “Church” to it.  They say it is 
error-filled Christianity, but Christianity, 
nonetheless.  They speak of “some Roman 
Catholics being Christians.”  This is 
shocking error and that any professing 
man of God holds to it is disgraceful.  The 
harm that has been done by such 
unbiblical teaching! 
 
Roman Catholicism is the most foul, anti-
christian, false religious system the world 
has ever known.  It is no more Christian 
than Hinduism, Buddhism or Islam.  It is the 
devil’s lie.  It does not matter if its priests 
or people are conservative or liberal in 
doctrine – for conservative Roman 
Catholic doctrine is just as heretical as 
liberal Roman Catholic doctrine. Both are 
unscriptural!  Both are doctrines of devils!  
And Roman Catholics, whether 
conservative or liberal, are on the broad 
way that leads to destruction. 
 
Be warned, then, Christian!  These 
accusations of heresy etc. are the internal 
squabblings of the deceived against the 
deceived.  Do not be deceived yourself 
on this matter in the process! 
 
1 History of the Jesuits, by G. B. Nicoline. George 
Bell and Sons, London, 1884 
 

2 The Jesuits: the Secret Army of the Papacy, by 
Shaun Willcock, pg. 13. Bible Based Ministries, 
2012. www.biblebasedministries.co.uk. 
 

3 The Jesuit Roman Pope Francis I, by Shaun 
Willcock. Bible Based Ministries, 2014.  Article 
available from: www.biblebasedministries.co.uk. 
 

4 Jesuit “Moral Theology” and the Destruction of 
Western Morality, by Shaun Willcock. Bible Based 
Ministries, 2017. Available from: 
www.biblebasedministries.co.uk  
 

5 The Jesuits: the Secret Army of the Papacy, pgs. 20
-22.  
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“From that time many of His disciples went back, and 
walked no more with Him.”  John 6:66 

 

By: William Mason 
‘Spiritual Treasury’ 

Thus was fulfilled that word, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Amos 
3:3. This chapter is like a touchstone.  Herein our Lord tries His disciples, to see who 
are real sterling and who are not; many are His professed, but few His real disciples: 
sifting times will come; they make manifest; the hottest place in Hell is prepared for 
those who turn their backs upon the Son of God on earth.  Lord, grant that our faces 
may be set like a flint towards Thee.  For, blessed be Thy Name. Thou has said of 
those who continue with Thee in Thy temptations, “I appoint unto you a Kingdom… 
that ye may eat and drink at my table,” Luke 22:29-30.  But those who are not 
agreed with Christ, have not the mind of Christ, will not walk long with Him.  See this 
exemplified. 
 

1.  Some of these disciples followed Christ for the loaves and fishes, John 6: 26.  
Those who follow Christ to get food for their bodies and the good things of this life, 
instead of food for the soul, will soon forsake Him: Christ’s blessings are spiritual, their 
views are carnal; such are not agreed with Him.  
 

2.  Others murmured at Him because He said, “I came down from Heaven,” John 
6:41.  They were ignorant of His mission from the Father.  Many people hear again 
and again of Christ, but have no solid, Scriptural judgment of the Divinity of His 
person and humanity of His nature, nor the end and design of His coming into the 
world: for want of knowledge of Him, and faith in Him, they soon forsake Him. 
 

3.  Others could not receive His saying, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink His blood, ye have no life in you,” John 6: 53.  His words were spiritual; their 
notions carnal.  They could not see how Christ could be the spiritual food of souls by 
faith.  So many, in our day, cry, ‘where mysteries begin, religion ends’. These left 
following Christ.  
 

4.   His doctrine of His Father’s sovereign grace was a galling cut to the free-will 
pride of their self-righteous, self-sufficient hearts.  “No man can come unto Me, except 
it were given unto him of My Father,” John 6:65.  “From that,” that speech, (time is not 
in the original,) “many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.”  O 
how many professed disciples in our day are belching out horrid speeches against 
the electing love and efficacious grace of God the Father, in drawing sinners to His 
Son for salvation!  Poor souls, they have not the mind of Christ; they see not the 
special mercy of being under the efficacious influence of the Spirit of the Father. 
 

O disciple, let the falling away of others warn thee: be strong in the Lord, be 
diffident in self, look constantly to “Him that is able to keep you for falling.” Jude 24.  
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News and Current Affairs 

Wake up Britain!  
Voice for Justice UK Newsletter (www.vfjuk.org.uk), 17 May, 2019  

If evidence were needed of the ideological battle raging in this nation, this is surely it! 
 

No sooner have the Relationships and Sex Education Regulations received Parliamentary 
approval, than LGBT activists have started calling for their immediate review and 
upgrade.  In a recent letter to Education Secretary, Damian Hinds, drawn up by the 
Peter Tatchell Foundation and supported, amongst others, by actor Stephen Fry and Elly 
Barnes - CEO and Founder of Educate and Celebrate – LGBT campaigners are calling 
for statutory enforcement of even more explicit teaching about sex and for further 
normalisation and promotion of homosexual behaviours and same sex relations.  They 
argue that hetero, homo and bisexual relations must be presented as equally valid, with 
no faith school opt out, and with removal of the parental right of withdrawal (The 
Guardian).  
 

Director of the Foundation, Peter Tatchell, writes that ‘political, religious and cultural 
sensitivities should not be allowed to thwart mandatory age-appropriate RSE in every 
school, including in faith and independent schools…’ 
 

As well as making all such teaching mandatory, without exemption, the letter calls for the 
promotion of safer alternatives to intercourse (such as encouragement to oral sex and 
mutual masturbation), and says pupils should be taught about sexual pleasure and how 
to achieve it for both themselves and a partner, ‘with the aim of helping them secure 
mutual sexual happiness’. 
 

However this is dressed up, the clear aim is not child protection and safeguarding, but 
rather the promotion and normalisation of homosexual practices and same sex relations.  
It is yet further evidence of the ideological struggle for control by a liberal elite, 
committed to the dismantling and destruction of society as we know it.  These people 
have little in common with the values of ordinary men and women – but increasingly they 
seem not to care, or any longer to feel that they need to.  
 

This is further evidenced by a Conference currently being organised for October this 
year by Forum Training, a group specialising in providing professional training for a 
wide range of sectors, including education.  The stated aim of the website is to ‘provide 
practical advice on the development of the new (RSE) policy and curriculum … including 
overcoming key challenges and potential resistance from parents, pupils and the 
wider community.’ (Emphasis added) 
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The Conference programme indeed makes much of preparing for resistance and 
possible repercussions – despite the fact that the new Regulations state they have been 
drawn up in consultation with parents, the majority of whom, it is claimed, think they are 
‘a good thing’.  
 

If the new Regulations are so good, VfJUK asks, why is there so much resistance to them?  
Why are activists pushing so hard to silence all opposition?  And why are faith groups 
being marginalised, ‘demonised’ and silenced? 
 

No, these Regulations are evidence and manifestation of a belief system whose main aim 
is to suppress traditional morality and Christian belief.  In their invitation letter to the 
Conference, Forum Training writes, ‘we are inviting you to attend the RSE Secondary 
Schools Conference – because how this subject is taught can have a crucial impact on how 
pupils regard relationships for the rest of their lives.’ To put it simply, secular and LGBT 
activists know that to achieve their aims they have to capture the minds and hearts of 
impressionable children who, by definition, lack the emotional and intellectual maturity to 
judge the truth and validity of what they are being taught for themselves.   
 

If we do not speak up for the nation’s young, who will?  
 

British people typically don’t like to make a fuss, or to be seen as ‘difficult’; but it is time 
to wake up.  We are in a battle for the soul of our nation and, if we keep quiet, we will 
lose!  Let us make our voice heard and stand on the Gospel.  Let us claim our rights as 
enshrined in UK law.  
     
Voice for Justice suggests readers: 
Email or write to Damian Hinds, saying how shocked you are at calls for statutory 
enforcement of the controversial promotion of LGBT behaviours and same sex relations, 
in total disregard of the parental right, enshrined in UK and international law, for parents 
to have children educated in line with their religious beliefs.  Suggest that at the very 
least there must be a five-year period to allow assessment for impact of the new 
Regulations, before further liberalising change is contemplated.  
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Places of worship in Bradford ‘twinned’ to bring communities together 
English Churchman, 10/17 May, 2019 

 Bradford Telegraph & Argus reports that a project that ‘twins’ places of worship in Brad-
ford is the first of its kind in the UK and involves 16 places of worship - including mosques 
(masajid), Church of England and Catholic churches, Sikh gurdwaras, Hindu temples and 
Buddhist centres.  
 

Steve Hartley, Bradford Council’s Strategic Director, Department of Place, said: 
“Bradford Council is committed to supporting community cohesion within our district.”  
 

The Place of Worship Twinning agreement requires participating organisations to meet 
together at least twice annually, undertake at least one joint project annually, “respect 
and honour each other’s faiths” and support each other in times of need.  
 

Projects and meetings have included: a drugs awareness project for parents and chil-
dren, helping homeless people over the cold winter months, bike rides to show unity and 
respect and raise money for Marie Curie Hospice, badminton games, open days, MP 
visits, Faith Walks and litter picks.  
 

This twinning project, with such a number of different faith groups participating, is the first 
of its kind in the UK.  It is based on a church/mosque twinning principle originally devised 
in London by the Christian Muslim Forum.  
 

The Warrington Guardian reports that the Warrington Council of Faiths wants to set up 
twinning arrangements to unite faith groups following fears the ‘rise of intolerance and 
hate crime’ is dividing communities.  
 

Comment by the Editor of English Churchman: 
It is right to want to reduce crime but the peacemakers going to these meetings aren’t the 
criminals, so the exercise is futile.  The idea of Christians ‘respecting’ other religions is as 
absurd as if Elijah might have tried this ‘twinning’ with the prophets of Baal.  The Apostle 
Paul challenges the Corinthians saying, “What fellowship hath righteousness with unright-
eousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? And what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?”  Whilst Christians have 
no animosity toward people of other or no religion, we want to see people saved out of 
the heathen abomination of false religion.  We very much doubt that Bible- believing 
evangelical churches are participating in this scheme.  
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Pope to declare England ‘Dowry of Mary’   
British Church Newspaper, 10 May, 2019   

 

The Gospel Magazine Annual Resolution 2019, passed at their Annual 
General Meeting on 11th May, 2019 (Editor: Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm) 

Noting with gratitude the recent comments by the Foreign Secretary regarding the 
persecution of Christian believers around the world, we call on Her Majesty’s 
Government to recognise the damaging implications of its own policies: which seek to 
inhibit Christians from expressing Biblical teaching on same-sex relationships and to 
prevent Christian parents from withdrawing their children from teaching in schools that is 
immoral according to their faith; and which restrict the rights of Christians in the UK to 
affirm their faith in every sphere, not least by the effects of police practice in curbing 
Christian preaching in the open air.  These go against the civil and religious liberties 
enjoyed in this nation for centuries. 

The Pope has set a date for their formal declaration that England has 
been returned to them as its ‘Dowry of Mary’.  It will be during May 
next year.   
 

This year, 16 to 18 May, a statue of ‘Our Lady of Walsingham’ 
will be at the Roman Catholic Cathedral of St. Mary & St. 
Boniface in Plymouth, where a number of ceremonies, and a 
special Mass, will be held as part of a three-day ‘triduum of 
prayer’.  
 

This Papal campaign is part of the ‘Mary Dowry Tour’, 
organised by the ‘Pilgrim Bureau’ of the Office of our Lady 
of Walsingham, the place of the ‘Catholic National Shrine 
of Our Lady, Mary’.  The ‘Holy House’ in Walsingham was 
erected as a purported replica of Mary’s house in 
Nazareth, causing England to be called: ‘The Holy Land, 
Our Lady’s Dowry’, and Walsingham being termed: ‘The New 
Nazareth’.  
 

When the tour was announced, RC Archbishop, Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols, declared it was: “A moment of great 
promise…. for the Church in this country and for our mission”.  
 
The ‘Dowry of Mary’ tradition is said to date from the reign 
of Edward the Confessor (1042-66), at a time when the 
English church was descending ever deeper into Mary 
worship.          

Abbreviated 
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PRESERVATION, PROVISION, PROSPECT 
(Isaiah 33:16,17) 

 

By: George Rose  

Those who fear God have provision for all their need.  The Apostle Paul is very 
bold when he asks - “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”  The 
concluding verses of Romans chapter 8 throw down the gauntlet to challenge all 
those that would destroy the hope and safety of God’s people; and Paul declares 
that in them the child of God is more than a conqueror; because, as he says in 
verse 31 - “If God be for us, who can be against us?”  It is not promised that, in 
times of calamity, the Lord’s people shall not be affected in the same way as 
others, in an outward sense, as we are seeing and some of us have experienced - 
“Time and chance happeneth to them all” (Eccles. 9:11).  Yet there is a blessed and 
gracious sense in which the people of God are preserved from all evil.  
 
Preservation!   All that were given to Jesus Christ are preserved.  Jude writes: “To 
them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called” (verse 1).  Jesus, in His mediatorial prayer in John chapter 17, speaks of this 
wonderful keeping to His Heavenly Father; and that those who are kept may be 
with Him in Heaven to behold His glory.  When the Lord’s people suffer material 
loss, and have to wade through many afflictions and sorrows, the Lord has 
promised to be with them, so that the rivers shall not overflow them, or the fire 
consume them; and not only so, but that they shall definitely receive benefit from 
all that is painful and grievous to the natural man.  “For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
 
As grace is in exercise, the child of God is preserved from rebellion.  In the first 
part of Job’s trial, he was very much preserved in his mind.  He could say, “The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the Name of the Lord.”  Paul, 
writing to the Hebrews, reminds them how they were preserved in a time of loss 
and trouble, and that they took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing that in 
Heaven they had a better and an enduring substance (see Heb. 10:34).  May the 
Lord give all who hope in His mercy a mind that is stayed upon Him, knowing that 
He will preserve them in all they may have to pass through and feeling that  
 

  He never takes away our all, 
  Himself He gives us still. 
 

Provision!  The Lord will care for the temporal welfare of His people.  If one 
avenue of supply is cut off, without doubt He will make another way for them.  
What we want is a humble mind and a submissive spirit to bow to the Lord’s will.  
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This is His own gift.  We are so apt to think we cannot do this or that; but when we 
consider Christ, who had not where to lay His head and are brought to feel that:  
 

 His way was much rougher and darker than mine; 
 Did Christ, my Lord suffer, and shall I repine? 

 

Then, as we consider Him and desire a gracious conformity to His suffering image, 
we are able to say, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13).  We can then find sweetness in trial and are willing to be where and what 
He will have us to be – and say:  
 

  What today Thou shalt provide, 
  Let me as a child receive. 
 

To see God providing and feeding us, whether by usual or unusual means, is very 
blessed.  
 
Prospect!  If there were no prospect beyond this life for those who believe in Jesus, 
seeing that they are made to feel their ruin and unhappiness through sin, and that 
all is vanity and vexation in this life, then the lot of God’s people would be sad 
indeed.  “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19); but the prospect before the redeemed family of God is 
blessed indeed.  Language cannot fully set it forth, and it is best set forth in the 
words of inspiration: “As it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:9,10).  Jesus is the 
way to God and Heaven and He very definitely assured His disciples that He 
would go and prepare a place for them; and that where He was, there they 
should be also.  It is this hope that is an anchor to the soul, so that amidst all the 
losses, afflictions and trials of life, those that have it are kept from the sorrow of the 
world that worketh death.  May the solemn circumstances we are passing through* 
be sanctified to all who have “fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us” (Heb. 6:18).  Seek for grace to endure unto the end; for “He that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Mark 13:13). 
 
All things are in the hands of Jesus, who has all power given unto Him in Heaven 
and in earth; and He that is the sovereign disposer of human events, sitting upon 
the throne of universal dominion, is the brother and unfailing friend of those that 
come to God by Him. 
 

*  Second World War  

From: Pastoral Counsel – George Rose 
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THE RAINBOW 
Genesis 9:8-17 

 

By:  B. A. Ramsbottom 

When Noah came out of the ark after the flood, the first thing he did 
was to offer a sacrifice to God.  One point which stands out with Noah 
is that the things of God came first and everything else had to come 
second.  In this Noah is a most blessed example.  When God spoke to 
him, he obeyed.  The first thing he did was to offer a sacrifice and the 
Lord smelled a sweet savour.  By faith Noah looked forward to the one 
sacrifice of Christ and, as the Father looked down from Heaven, it was 
not the sweet savour of the offering of the clean beast and the clean 
fowl, but it was the sweet savour which should arise from Calvary of the 
one sacrifice of the Lord Jesus that the Lord smelled and He made a 
promise that He would never drown the earth again.  That promise has 
been fulfilled over the generations, despite man’s sins, despite man’s 
guilt, man’s rebellion.  Then in such confirmation the Lord gave this token: 
the rainbow. 
 

There is something especially beautiful about the rainbow.  Have you 
ever looked at it, and remembered God is looking at it at the same 
time?  “And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it.”  It is a 
token that God’s promise is still fulfilled, a token of the faithfulness of 
God.  The faithfulness of God is a most precious thing, especially when 
we realise our own unfaithfulness.  It is a token of His mercy.  “I will not 
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.”  It is a token of His eternal 
covenant.  In its simplest sense, it is a covenant never to drown the earth 
again; in its fullest sense, the covenant of grace.  
 

We do not hear much of the rainbow as the Word of God unfolds until 
John had a view of Heaven and he saw the throne of God was 
completely encircled by a rainbow, an emblem of God’s unchanging 
faithfulness, His precious mercy and His everlasting covenant.  
 

This bow is set in the clouds and there is something deeper embraced in 
it than just that the Lord will never drown the earth again.  
 

  “Those lovely colours shine 
    To show that Heaven is surely mine.” 

 

Isaiah 54 opens up the rainbow and the covenant with Noah in a gospel 
sense.  The Lord speaks to a sinner under a sense of his guilt and 
unworthiness – and this is what the Lord says; this is the covenant, the 
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rainbow in a gospel sense: “This is as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as 
I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so 
have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.”  That is 
the rainbow in a gospel sense.  “For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of My peace be removed.”  That is the rainbow in a gospel 
sense.  
 

And this bow is to be seen in the cloud.  The Lord says, “I bring a cloud 
over the earth.”  Some of you will have dark clouds within and without, 
all very threatening and they make you fear.  “The bow shall be seen in 
the cloud.”  No cloud – no rainbow.  The darker the cloud, the clearer 
the precious colours of the rainbow shine.  Unbelief looks at the cloud; 
faith looks at the bow in it. 
 

Look at Jacob.  He says, “All these things are against me.”  That is the 
cloud, but when he saw the wagons, his spirit revived.  That is the bow in 
the cloud.  The Lord, speaking to His people, says, “When thou passest 
through the waters” – that is the cloud – “I will be with thee” – that is the 
bow in the cloud.  Christ, speaking to His disciples, says, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation” – that is the cloud – “but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” – that is the bow in the cloud.  May the Lord grant 
precious faith to see the bow in the cloud, a token of God’s faithfulness, 
His mercy, His covenant.  
 

And God says, “I will look upon it,” and, “I will remember My covenant.”  
There are times when a child of God looks on it and he remembers.  But 
this is not where the safety of the people of God is.  The Lord says, “I 
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant.”  In the 
fullest sense, the rainbow sets forth the Lord Jesus in all His beauty and 
all His glory, and the Father’s eye is ever upon Him and He remembers 
His covenant. He remembers every sinner that has an interest in it.  
 

May there be a little precious faith given to see the bow shining in the 
cloud. 

From: Gospel Standard, April, 2014 
_______________________ 

 
 

“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).  There are five 
negatives in the Greek to assure God’s people that He will never forsake 
them.  Five times this precious promise is renewed in the Scripture, that we 
might have the stronger consolation and that we might press and press it 
again till we have gotten all the sweetness out of it.  

Thomas Brooks 
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