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Dear Friends,  

“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). 
 
We greet you in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and 
would encourage you to keep on in the battle for truth and righteousness. We 
trust that you have experienced the blessing of the Lord over the summer months 
and, now that Autumn is upon us, we can rejoice in the verse quoted above that, 
as long as this earth remains, we can enjoy the seasons that God has so blessed 
us with.  We have no need to fear climate change – the melting of icecaps will 
never flood this world again.  How can I be so sure?  God’s Word says so and 
His Word is truth. 
 
BREXIT – the very mention of the word sends a shudder down the spine!  But who 
is in control?  Is it the Prime Minister, with a minority Conservative Party in the 
House of Commons?  Or is it the Leader of the Opposition?  Or is it the combined 
opposition of all the minority Parties?  Well, thankfully, we have the Word of 
God – and the Bible gives us the answer.  The Bible states – in Psalm 66:7 – “He 
ruleth by His power for ever; His eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt 
themselves. Selah.”  (Selah – meaning a pause for contemplation. Think on these 
things). 
 
So, who is in control? It’s a matter of much media speculation, daily conversation 
and spirited debate.  We look to the one who occupies the earthly throne, prime-
ministerial chair, or presidency.  Yet that tells only a small part of the story.  If we 
consider authority in the light of Scripture, we find that there is a throne that is 
higher than any earthly throne.  It is occupied by the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.  The Bible commentator John Gill writes:- 
 
‘He rules in the Kingdom of nations and providence by His power and does 
whatsoever He pleases; nor can any stay His hand. He rules in the kingdom of 
grace, in the hearts of His people, by His efficacious grace; which makes them 
willing, in the day of His power, to be subject to Him; and in the latter day He will 
take to Himself His great power and reign, when He will be King for ever.’ 
 
I want to encourage you today that God has not changed. BREXIT may dominate 
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Ian Henderson  

the news; climate change – a campaign led by children who should be at school 
– may hit the headlines; but, in His wisdom, He knows exactly what we are 
going through. He identifies, sympathises and empathises with His people. God 
sees it all – what an encouragement that is for us today!  Albert Barnes – 
another Bible commentator – notes that God sees ‘all nations and all people. He 
sees all their conduct. They can conceal nothing from Him. They should, therefore, 
stand in awe.  The wicked have much to fear from One who sees all that they do 
and Who has power to crush and destroy them.’   We must always remember – 
God will step into circumstances and situations at exactly the right time. The 
rebellious – we use that term of those who are unsaved and who actively 
promote ungodliness – appear to be having a field day.  They are so loud and 
have taken so much power in such a short space of time. The Biblical principles 
that were the bedrock of a stable society for so long are now offensive to them 
and they are actively campaigning and succeeding in having some of them 
overturned or re-defined (same-sex ‘marriage’ and abortion come to mind); but, 
remember, just when it seemed that the Egyptians had arrived at the Red Sea 
and all was lost, God stepped in – and defeated their plans.  As the people of 
God, we now need to humble ourselves, plead for God to intervene and pray 
“let not the rebellious exalt themselves”. 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 states – “If My people, which are called by My Name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 
 
If you are in the vicinity of the CRE Exhibition in Esher (15 – 17 October), where 
Christian Watch has a stand, please come along and make yourselves known to 
us.   The Annual Meeting (in London this year) – see the front inside cover Advert – 
and the meeting of the United Protestant Council (of which Christian Watch is a 
member Society) on 2nd November in St. John’s Wood also need your support.  
Please make every effort to attend. 
 
May God continue to bless you as you witness for Him in your own locality. 
 
Yours in His service, 
 
 
 
Ian R. Henderson, 
Chairman 
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TRUE HAPPINESS 

By:  The Rt. Rev. Edward J. Malcolm 
Editorial in The Gospel Magazine, May-June, 2019 

 

Ours is not a happy age.  It is a wealthy age, for many in the West at least.  It is a 
healthy age, for those who are prepared to forego alcohol, tobacco and too much sugar 
(which, it seems, may not be that many).  It is a knowledgeable age, with books and 
internet access providing instant answers to all sorts of questions (though not all of those 
answers are trustworthy, as recent reports about the rise of flat-earthism show); but it is 
certainly not a happy age. 
 

There is deep unhappiness among young people.  Some believe they have no future 
because their parents’ generation has been too careless in burning fossil fuels and 
discarding plastic into the oceans.  Some believe they have been born with the wrong 
body and outward sexual identity and are desperate to change with the help of 
chemicals and surgery.  Some believe they have been victims of a social agenda that 
has suppressed one group or another for generations and it is now time to right the 
wrongs, redress the balance in favour of the oppressed and make the former rulers feel 
the burden of being ruled.  The present arguments taking place over Britain’s ongoing 
relationship with the European Union is but a symptom of the deep unhappiness that 
exists in our society and the deep divisions show that many are very unhappy but have 
no idea how to address their needs. 
 

There has always been unhappiness in the world, ever since man first fell in sin.  Adam 
was unhappy and this is why he hid from the presence of the Lord God in the garden.  
His unhappiness was primarily with himself, since he knew he had sinned, but could not 
deal with the feelings of guilt and shame that overcame him as a consequence.  Cain 
was deeply unhappy, especially when he was told that the consequence of his act of 
murder was that he was to be driven away from the rest of mankind.  He was unhappy 
with God, with his family and with himself.  As we read on in Scripture, we find 
unhappiness on almost every page, as fallen man struggles to come to terms with himself, 
with his standing before the Lord and with the effects of sin on the created order.  
Unhappiness is written into our fallen world and will remain as long as this world 
continues. 
 

There is, however, an answer to the deep unhappiness we see all around us and may 
find within us.  We need to make peace with God.  We need to confess our sins and 
admit that the life we live in pursuit of happiness is just another expression of the 
sinfulness of our nature.  Happiness does not lie in the provision of distractions from the 
harsh reality of life, nor in the getting of luxuries and pleasures that would otherwise be 
unattainable for us.  Happiness lies in our being right with the Lord who made us.  Since 
He is the Creator, He knows what is right for us.  He made us in His image, to love Him, 
obey Him and worship Him.  Only when we do these things will we know happiness.  
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And yet we are incapable of loving Him, obeying Him or worshipping Him aright.  Our 
nature is corrupt and there is no pleasure in these things for those whose nature is ruined 
by sin.  Without a new nature we will never come to these things.  This new nature cannot 
be had by any course of medical treatment.  Pharmacy and surgery are not able to do 
for us what we need.  Something greater, deeper and more fundamental is required.  
We need to be born again.  Until we are born again, we will remain unhappy, unable 
to love the Lord, nor obey Him, nor worship Him.  
 

The new birth causes us to have a new nature, a new heart and a new will.  We now 
love the things of righteousness and truth.  We love the Lord for Himself, as the holy and 
just one, who is worthy of our love and much more beside.  We delight to do His will and 
find in ourselves a true desire to do His will.  We confess that we also find a resistance to 
such things within ourselves and that the flesh wars against the spirit and the spirit against 
the flesh.  In this, we find a certain comfort, that there is evidence here that we are 
indeed born again; that warfare within us did not happen before we were born again 
and shows that a spiritual work has begun in us.  In this we rejoice. 
 

We are now happy, but a new unhappiness is met with.  Now we are unhappy at the 
coolness of our love for the Lord our Saviour and we are unhappy with the poor way in 
which we obey Christ and His Word.  We are unhappy that our pursuit of righteousness 
and holiness is not wholehearted at all times.  We are deeply unhappy when we see the 
condition in which most live – and the sin in which they rejoice.  We long for righteousness 
and truth to triumph, for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to be honoured and for the 
people of God to be one flock under one Shepherd. 
 

We are most happy in the time spent in prayer, in Bible reading, in 
Christian conversation and in the worship of our Heavenly Father and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  These things, being precious to us, are sought out and 
done with joy in our hearts.  We know that the day is coming when we will 
see Christ face to face and we long for that day.  Then shall 
we have true happiness and the thought of this joy sustains us 
through this life.  
 

When we have this happiness, it shows from us.  We cannot be 
happy and hide it, nor must we seek to hide it.  The world 
around us is miserable and we know where true joy is to be 
found.  Let us be ambassadors for true happiness, showing 
others the abundant and constant blessing of knowing that 
our sins are forgiven, that we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ and that we are blessed with 
spiritual blessings beyond imagination.  Let us do our part 
in showing the grace of Christ by living joyfully as 
witnesses to the truth, for Christ’s sake. 
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RAMPANT SECULARISM IS  
FUELLING CULTURE WARS 

By:  Melanie Phillips 
The Times, 10 September, 2019 
 
Rejection of Christianity has served only to 
undermine Western values of freedom and 

tolerance. 
 

A BBC film to be shown in schools to 
pupils aged between 9 and 12 claims 
there are “more than 100 gender 
identities”.  How did we get to a stage 
where such absurd nonsense is 
promulgated by our cultural avatars? 
 
A new book by Douglas Murray, The 
Madness of Crowds, which is published 
next week, offers a timely exploration of 
the gender, race and identity politics at 
the heart of what has been correctly 
described as the culture wars.  Murray 
writes that we are going through a 
“great mass derangement”.  People are 
behaving, he says, in increasingly 
irrational, herd-like and unpleasant ways 
in order to create a new religion of 
“social justice”.  This atomises society into 
different interest groups and ascribes 
elevated moral status to people simply 
because they are black, gay, female, 
transgender and so on. 
 
“And so we are asked to agree to things 
which we cannot believe and told not to 
object to things to which most people 
object, such as giving children drugs to 
stop them going through puberty or 
allowing men who self-identify as female 
to use female toilets.” 
 

How have we arrived at a situation in 
which, under the rubric of spreading 
tolerance, freedom and reason, people 
who challenge this kind of thinking are 
told they are bigots and bullied off 
public platforms and out of their jobs? 
 
None of this comes as any surprise to me.  
I’ve been warning against this cultural 
breakdown for years.  In my book All 
Must Have Prizes, published in 1996, I 
charted the way in which virtually the 
entire education establishment had 
decided that schools and universities 
could no longer transmit Western culture 
because it was intrinsically racist and 
colonialist.  The bedrock principles of the 
West had to be replaced by moral and 
cultural relativism under which everyone 
was free to make up their own rules of 
behaviour and all lifestyles and cultures 
would be equal. 
 
In 1999 I published another book, The 
Sex-Change Society: Feminised Britain and 
the Neutered Male.  In this I wrote about 
the destruction of the sexual contract 
between men and women, the harm 
done to children by the undermining of 
marriage and the rise of fatherless 
families, and the development of 
androgyny in which distinctions between 
male and female were intended to “blur 
into invisibility”. 
 
The introduction of such ideas can be 
traced to the seismic impact of the 
Holocaust and the Second World War.  
The fact that genocidal Nazism had 
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arisen in Germany, the very heartland of 
high European culture, dealt a shattering 
blow to the West’s conception of itself as 
enlightened.  At the same time, Britain 
became demoralised as a result of its 
post-war bankruptcy and loss of Empire.  
Such fundamental loss of self-belief made 
the West vulnerable to the idea spread 
by Marxist intellectuals that it was rotten 
at its core.  A new culture was planned 
that would eradicate division, bigotry 
and war.  The transformation was to be 
achieved by means of a “long march 
through the institutions” in which the 
citadels of the culture would be captured 
and transformed from the inside.  
 
The ideas at the heart of this can be 
traced back to the 17th century 
Enlightenment and its great fallacy: the 
worship of reason that certain powerful 
European thinkers of the time place in 
opposition to Christianity.  
 
Today’s most influential secularists are 
squarely in that tradition.  It’s fundamental 
to their world view that Christianity is 
responsible for the credulity, hatefulness 
and division while secularism will ensure, 
in the words of John Lennon’s Imagine, 
that “the world will be as one”. 
 
They couldn’t be more wrong.  Virtues 
such as belief in the innate dignity of 
every human being, putting the interests 
of others above your own or doing 
what’s right and just – all originated in the 
Bible. 
 
Moreover, the book of Genesis 
introduced the revolutionary concepts of 
a universe governed by intelligible laws 
and the linear concept of time.  It was 

these ideas that enabled the 
development of western science, progress 
and modernity.  Nevertheless, convinced 
that the Bible stands for all that is bad, 
the secular world introduced ideologies 
such as moral and cultural relativism, multi
-culturalism, scientific materialism, 
feminism, environmentalism and others.  
These are all based on the utopian belief 
in perfecting the world.  Because they 
embody virtue itself, any dissent has to 
be eradicated as evil.  
 
So curiously, as I wrote in yet another 
book, The World turned Upside Down, 
ideologies that set themselves against 
religion possess nevertheless the 
characteristics of a religious inquisition 
with unchallengeable dogma and the 
persecution and annihilation of heretics.  
Like all utopian ideas, their inherent 
impossibility means the attempt to impose 
them leads inescapably to oppression.  
From the French Revolution through 
communism and fascism to our own 
cultural totalitarianism, secular ideologies 
have created the precise opposite of the 
freedom, tolerance and rationality they 
supposedly enshrine. So the onslaught on 
the core principles of the West is sawing 
off the branch on which we all sit.   
 
The only way this can be remedied is by 
acknowledging that the concepts we 
value so deeply aren’t universal.  They 
come instead from the Biblical 
foundations of the West which we have 
deliberately smashed.  
 
We need to put Humpty together again.  
We need nothing less than a new 
Enlightenment which conserves and builds 
rather than destroys. 
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LETTER TO THE CHRISTIAN PRESS 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

What is wrong in our decadent nation can be found in four areas, society, schooling, 
Parliament and, most alarmingly, apostate Churches.  
  
We should not at all be surprised at the scenes of chaos in Parliament reminiscent of a 
football terrace rather than a debating chamber. Several generations ago, many of its 
members would never have been considered as candidates for General Elections, when 
standards of entry were higher.  Each MP is a delegate of the electorate, something 
which was forgotten a long time ago - except  that a rebellious Parliament is a mirror 
image of a pugnacious nation, symptomatic of chaotic communities.  We have rejected 
our Christian heritage and are reaping what we have sown. The House of Commons is a 
microcosm of broken Britain!  There is hardly a family in the UK which has not been 
affected by this syndrome where religion is equality, diversity, Coronation Street, 
Eastenders and climate change …to name but a few examples. Millions of children 
suffer from the disruptive behaviour of their parents with a loss of security at home.  Their 
education is no longer about academic excellence and ethical leadership which the 
egalitarians destroyed, resulting in their life chances being lessened. Gender dysphoria is 
the latest aspect of curriculums to replace positivism. Children in large numbers suffer 
mental and emotional problems, because the nation has lost its moral and spiritual 
compass.  
 

A further manifestation is the failure of schools which are no longer a basis for personal 
and corporate behaviour which Christian assemblies used to provide.  Against this 
background, it is soul- destroying for believing teachers to function, often facing a  loss of 
employment, mortgage and livelihood if they speak out. Complicit in this are abdicating 
parents who fail to reflect the values of truth, integrity, faithfulness and loyalty - replaced 
with slogans such as 'go for it'.  This explains the current dysfunctional Parliament!  It 
emanates from parenthood failing to show love and stability to children through Biblical 
values, a pre-requisite for them to grow up to be functional, speaking the truth, being 
trustworthy and making a good contribution to the community, which a lot of MPs fail to 
do. 
 

Three areas in this writing have been cited and last but not least in God's judgement is 
the parlous state of most Churches in this country.  Not many sermons would be taken 
from Ezekiel 12 v 2 - "Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which 
have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a 
rebellious house". This is because, as in Old Testament days, modern Churches are part of 
the problem. Ezekiel 34 v 10 has not lost its meaning today - "Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause 
them to cease". This historical verse directed at shepherds could be applied intrinsically to 
modern Church leaders in their erroneous teachings.  They are pulpiteers, not preachers!  
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Jeremiah 23 v 14 - "I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: …. 
they strengthen also the hands of evildoers". The essence for many sermons is the social 
gospel diatribe with the ‘S’ word (sin) missing, because it 'offends' and makes pulpiteers 
unpopular. "If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed".  Galatians 1:9.  
 

Nearly fifty years ago, in 1975, a former Archbishop of Canterbury, Donald Coggan, 
called for the nation to return to Biblical values. Consequently, he was hounded out of 
office with a commitment to prevent a Bible-believing evangelical getting into Lambeth 
Palace, which is now the Guardian newspaper at prayer.  Robert Runcie took office with 
an agenda of liberalism implacably opposed to any prophetic voices or real 
Christianity.  The decline in the Anglican Communion continues unabated with up to date 
news that 25 C of E Bishops published a statement about Brexit, full of political 
correctness without the Gospel. There was no mention of God, prayer nor repentance!  
Their dalliances with politics and delivery of misrepresentations evoke the words of 
Jeremiah to the true believer. "Take ye heed every one of his neighbour; and trust ye not in 
any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with 
slanders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth.” 
Jeremiah 9:4-5. This sounds politically incorrect in modern Britain but when Christians run 
weary of false prophets the first recourse here is in Psalm 118: 8 - "It is better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in man". 
  
By causing offence in Church, Christians are in the same company as Jeremiah, a man 
anointed by God. "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets 
that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not 
out of the mouth of the Lord". Jeremiah 23:16.  The prophet was pre- warned by God 
that his life would be spent coping with opposition.  Devotion, motivation and inspiration 
can be found in Jeremiah 1:19 - "And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not 
prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee". 
  
The challenge for Ministers is - 'Be a preacher, not a pulpiteer', even if it means paying 
the price which Jeremiah had to pay. 2  Chronicles 7:14 - "If my people, which are called 
by My Name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from Heaven, and forgive their sin, and will heal their land". 
 

From David Fleming, Downham Market. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE IN A  
NATIONAL DIFFICULTY 

  
By: George Rose (1873 – 1965) 

 
(The following article was written prior to the Second World War, 

 but is as relevant today as then.) 
  

At the present time, when so many clouds are gathering upon the world’s 
horizon, it seems to me opportune to say something upon the position from 
the standpoint of those who fear God.  The Word of God contains 
instruction and direction in these matters, as well as upon the all-important 
matter of salvation.   
 
When the Jews were carried captive to Babylon, they were instructed by 
Jeremiah, writing to them by the Word of the Lord, to seek the peace of 
the city where they dwelt.  “Pray unto the Lord for it; for in the peace 
thereof shall ye have peace” (Jer. 29:7); and shall not those who fear God 
pray for our highly favoured though guilty land? 
 
The acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty should govern every other 
consideration and the realisation that “The Lord is righteous in all His ways, 
and holy in all His works” (Psalm 145:17).  There is no truth revealed in the 
Bible more clearly than this and none against which the carnal mind fights 
more.  Yet God, in His awful sovereignty, has made the proudest and 
mightiest men acknowledge His power, as witness Pharaoh and 
Nebuchadnezzar.  All that “walk in pride, He is able to abase” (Dan. 4:37).  
“The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day” (Isa. 2:11).  
The believer, by the grace of God, views and acknowledges with 
reverence the sovereignty of God.   
 
An attitude of humiliation before God, on account of the abounding evils 
everywhere manifest, is a right attitude at the present time.  Sin on the one 
hand and difficulty and danger on the other is our position nationally, yet 
there is scarcely any acknowledgment of God; surely this calls for deep 
humiliation before Him whose eyes “are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good” (Prov. 15:2).  May God in His sovereign mercy turn us 
nationally from our sin and save us from impending dangers.   
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Our own sins should cause us deep humiliation.  If we have been granted 
the light of life, when the Spirit of God causes soul examination, we see 
much cause for self-abasement before God and to make us blush to lift up 
our face before Him.  
 
An attitude of confession and prayer is another right attitude.  Daniel and 
Nehemiah were found in this good, though solemn, position before God, 
who heard and answered their petitions.  Each justified God in His 
judgments, while they so earnestly sought His mercy.  All right prayer will 
justify God, as the truth of our position personally and nationally is 
realised.  Ezra said, as he fell on his knees and spread his hands unto the 
Lord his God, “O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to 
Thee, my God; for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our 
trespass is grown up unto the Heavens” (Ezra 9:6).  Truly, such a confession is 
suitable at the present time, when we consider the mingling and mixing 
with the world and the lightness in religion among those who make a 
profession of godliness.  The open denial of the inspiration of the Bible, 
with all its attendant errors, advocated by Ministers of religion and the 
Sabbath desecrated and ungodliness by the masses, will cause the godly 
to bow down with grief and shame before God. 
 
An attitude of thankfulness for the Lord’s sparing mercies is a third right 
attitude.  We still have an open Bible, liberty of conscience and freedom to 
worship God according to the Word of God and as led by the Spirit.  This 
is an inestimable privilege, though it is not prized sufficiently.  Since 1688, 
there has been freedom in this country from religious persecution, but a 
right estimate of this mercy has been lost to a very large extent; and for 
the want of spiritual hunger and thirst, earthly claims often cause a 
slackness among those who fear God.   
 
May the God who sits on the throne of universal dominion have mercy 
upon us as a nation and give unto His people, that they might pray for 
themselves and for the Monarch as supreme and for all that are in 
authority over us; and live according to the precepts of the Gospel, that 
they may be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  May the Lord 
grant to all His people that they may have their loins girded and the 
lamps burning and be “as men that wait for their Lord.” 
 

From: Pastoral Counsel - George Rose                                            
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MANCHESTER PRIDE PARADE: NATIONAL 
NEWSPAPER DESCRIBES WITNESSING 

CHRISTIANS AS A ‘MOB’ 

On Saturday, 24th August, 2019 a group of Bible-believing Christians, including two 
Christian Watch Committee Members, gathered on Peter Street in Central Manchester to 
witness to Biblical truth and against the enormously supported and very high profile 

‘Gay’ Pride parade taking place in the city.  

To mark the occasion, Network Rail workers had painted benches around Manchester’s 
Piccadilly Station in rainbow colours. The Virgin Trains conductor who asked to see the 
ticket of this writer travelling to and from the city had a rainbow-painted face and was 
wearing a specially pre-prepared pro-Pride tee-shirt in place of his normal 
uniform.  These are just two instances of how ‘mainstream’ these LGBT events have 
become and they reveal the assumption being made by big commercial operations that 

they must use such occasions to display to the world their impeccable liberal credentials. 

The popular TV ‘soap’, Coronation Street, as is customary, had a float in the parade.  
Both local Press outlets around the country and some National newspapers reported on 
one of the actors, Anthony Cotton, jumping off the show’s parade float to wave a 
rainbow flag on a tall pole right in front of the witnessing Christians.  Another cast 
member, Dolly-Rose Campbell, held up a blasphemous sign which read - “Jesus had two 

dads and he turned out fine”.  

This abuse on the public highway of the sacred wonder of the virgin birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in order to promote a sinful cause is outrageous.  Would there be a 
willingness to engage in such offensive public misrepresentation of the person of 

Mohammed?  

According to the news reports, Mr Cotton’s action in alighting from the float and 
confronting the witnessing Christians made him a hero in the eyes of the crowd, such is the 

God-rejecting popular culture so prevalent in modern Britain.  

The Sun newspaper referred to the peacefully protesting believers as a ‘mob’. 
Whatever happened to impartial journalism? It is noticeable that the newspaper reports 
also referred to ‘anti-gay protestors’, not to Christian preachers, despite the fact that the 
need to uphold Biblical teaching was the unique and distinctive motivation for the witness.  
‘Anti-gay protestors’ is, of course, more negative-sounding than, say, ‘concerned Pastors 
and church members’.  The reason for this ‘anti-gay’ terminology may also be because, 
thanks to many compromised churches, the media do not think that there exists a distinctly 
Christian position on this issue. What harm to the cause of Biblical truth the world-pleasing 

churches have shamefully brought about.  
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To convey some accurate notion of the flavour of this parade (and with apologies), a 
report in the Manchester Evening News read as follows : “Fashion ... gets pretty risqué at 
this time of year, with nipple tape and body harnesses over bare chests commonplace ... 
(and) fetish wear ... the Manchester rubbermen had plenty of it to go around during the 

parade”.  

Here is plain evidence that these events are the antithesis of wholesomeness. Yet the 
establishment, with the media in tow, deems it appropriate to trumpet Pride parades as 
fun-filled family days out.  What a desperate spiritual condition our nation is in, which it is 

why it was so important for this witness to take place.  

The preachers included Pastor Mark Mullins of Strangers’ Rest Evangelical Church in 
Shadwell, London and CW Committee Member, Pastor David Carson of Zion 
Tabernacle Church in Chester and Pastor John Sherwood of Pilgrim Tabernacle Church in 
Finchley, North London. A faithful band of helpers supported the preaching in the 
absolutely vital work of displaying relevant Bible passages concerning homosexuality 

and others calling sinners to repentance.  

In God’s providence, and this is cause for rejoicing, one or two of the newspaper reports 
quoted, albeit disparagingly, 1 Peter 2:11. “Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul”. Thus, the word of the Lord goes forth into the secular media, even though the 

world hates it.  

During the witness a lady who described herself as an evangelical Christian came up to 
the gathered brethren and stated that there was nothing wrong in supporting the 
parade!  One can only weep. Another lady approached this writer and declared - “You 
are wrong - Jesus loves everyone”. She received the response - Where in the Bible does 
it say that?  The Lord Jesus Christ declared - “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish” (Luke 13:3).  

The parade included contingents from the NHS, the armed forces and the police. 
Sponsors included the Co-operative Bank, Coca-Cola and Thomas Cook Airlines.  May 

the Lord have mercy on our sin-sick nation. 

How essential it is for God’s people to make a continuing stand against such anti-
Christian revelry on the streets of our towns and cities!  Let us never forget, the LGBT 
agenda is more than just the advocacy of one particular sin; it is a God-rejecting 
spearhead to destroy completely the vestiges of our Christian civilisation. Above all else, 
sinners need saving, which is why this and other such witnesses are so essential. By God’s 
grace, many heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ crucified for sinners in Manchester on 

August 24th.  May the Lord yet be pleased to be merciful to those who glory in their sin.  

Peter Simpson, Pastor - Penn Free Methodist Church and CW Committee Member 
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News and Current Affairs 

The Appointing of Leaders  
From Protestant Truth magazine, September/October, 2019 edition - 
‘Protestant Perspectives’ section. By  Rev. Stephen Holland. 

With the appointment of a new political leader, or in the case of our own nation a new 
Prime Minister, there comes change.  With such change comes uncertainty.  Uncertainty 
not just for a political party, but for the one chosen to lead; especially if they have not 
served in that capacity before.  Will they be able to implement many of the plans they 
have in mind?  Will others choose to follow or rebel?  Will they themselves be able to 
stand all the pressure that comes with holding such high office?  There also comes the 
inevitable change in Governmental roles, with some being sacked and returned to the 
back benches, while others being given new jobs and roles to fulfil;  and then there is the 
uncertainty for the nation, as they hold their breath as to what is to follow. 
 

For the Christian, though, who acknowledges that all things, be they great or small, are 
controlled by a sovereign God who is ever watching over the world that He has created, 
no fears are justified.  To be afraid in times of change or uncertainty means we lack trust 
and hope in the God who controls all things. How is the Christian best to approach 
change in uncertain times? 
 

Nothing is ever really new.  The Old Testament writer Solomon, who knew a thing or two 
about leadership, says: “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is 
done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).  
Though changes will be brought in, and the way things are done be done differently, in 



 

 17 

reality there is no new thing.  Human nature being what it is, with all its frailty and 
weakness, secures that for us.  It is therefore foolish to put one’s trust in a system or person 
that is doomed ever to repeat the mistakes of previous leaders or Parties.  
 

Fulfil your Christian duty.  It is the duty of each Christian to fulfil Scripture’s command (1 
Tim. 2:1-2) to pray for our leaders and nation.  There is only one Person who truly rules 
supreme in our world and that is Jesus Christ.  He is the only real absolute Monarch.  He 
even puts into Government the rulers of His choice (Dan. 2:21).  It is then only logical that 
we begin by giving our concerns and hopes to the One who rules this world and praying 
for those placed in power to lead.  If you have never prayed for them, you have no right 
to complain about them! 
 

Practise your Christian faith.  Whilst true separation from evil is ever to be the Christian 
goal and life pattern, it must not be done by isolating oneself from society, even if that is 
a tempting prospect!  Rather we are to be light and salt in society.  While there is no such 
thing as Christianising society, much less forcing Christianity upon society, there must be a 
visible and focal presence of the Gospel in society and that is carried out by the living 
example of Christian people.  We live that by our speech and conduct.  
 

Be encouraged in your Christian future.  The hope of every Christian lies not in this world, 
but in the world to come.  If we look too long and hard at this present world and forget 
the one to come, we will most certainly become depressed and downcast.  Our future, 
with or without the EU, is a bright and glorious one.  It is one of a sinless world: without 
fear, pain, tears or even death.  It is a world that has been prepared even before this 
present world was created.  Look out into this world, but never forget to be looking up 
for the world to come.  

Cardinal Newman to Become a “Saint”  
Rev. A. W. MacColl, The Free Presbyterian Magazine – Protestant View – August, 2019 

The Vatican has recently announced that Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801 – 1890) 
is to be canonised, that is, made a “saint” of the Roman Church, in October, 2019.  The 
canonisation results from the alleged “second miracle” attributed to Newman’s 
intercession, after the first “miracle” which secured his “beatification” paved the way for 
his now becoming a “saint”.  The second “miracle” was the reported healing of Melissa 
Villalobos, an American mother of five children who suffered a serious haemorrhage in 
her fifth pregnancy.  This “miracle” was approved by the Pope on February 13, 2019.  
The Church of Rome has been trading on the credulity of its devotees for centuries by 
attributing allegedly-miraculous occurrences to its “saints”. 
 

In addition to the expected gush of tributes to Newman from various churchmen, the 
British Ambassador to the Vatican, Sally Axworthy, commented: “Cardinal Newman had 
a major impact on Catholic theology and on education worldwide…He brought his 
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Parliament is fast losing the respect of the country. 
 

We no longer have representative government.  This has been brought into focus by a 
remainer Parliament adept at defeating both the Government and the referendum result 
and terrified of a General Election where the peasantry might get their say. 
 

Self-righteousness is replacing righteousness.  When people reject God, they set 
themselves up in God’s place.  Parliament is full of minor deities preening themselves as 
they pontificate from the top of Sinai. 
 

Therefore, Parliament is losing both the authority and the courage that comes from 
submission to God and His laws.  It lacks the qualities of leadership.  It does not inspire.  It 
has no vision to offer to the country. 
 

Parliament is incompetent.  It cannot deal with the challenge of rising violence, robbery 
and drugs, of uncontrolled immigration, of the abuse of the voting system, the 
shortcomings of the NHS, the insolent demands of Brussels or the need for armed forces 
adequate for the defence of the country.  It not only fails to tackle these problems, but it 

experience from the Anglican Church to his work as a Catholic, bridging the two 
traditions.  The canonisation will be an important moment for Britain and for UK-Holy See 
relations.”  It is sad to read of high-ranking British Government officials uncritically 
endorsing the superstitious and fraudulent process of “canonisation” and going on to 
praise one of the most dangerous apostates of recent centuries as a figure useful in 
bringing Romanism and Anglicanism further together.  We also believe that it is sinful of 
Her Majesty’s Government to hold diplomatic relations with the Papal See, not least 
because it involves recognition of the unwarranted papal claim to temporal sovereignty 
as a Head of State.   

Parliament conspires against the people 
Editorial British Church Newspaper, 13 September, 2019 
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has no idea how to start tackling them.  Lacking moral chart or compass, it is helpless in 
the face of evil. 
 

The problems run deeper.  Political correctness is a bad word among ordinary people, 
yet it represents the highest expression of morality among Parliamentarians.  It is no 
coincidence that the Parliament that is so bent on betraying us to an unelected 
Commission dominated by Rome is the same Parliament that would force abortion and 
same-sex marriage on Northern Ireland.  
 

That is not to say that there are not good men in Parliament, but they are outnumbered.  
It is not in our power to reform Parliament.  We work from the bottom.  We do not 
despise ordinary people.  We are very ordinary people ourselves. 
 

Starting at the bottom is slower but much more effective.  It was the method of Christ, of 
the Apostles, of Wickliffe, of the Reformers and the Evangelical revival. 
 

We would love to see a dramatic, old fashioned revival; but revivals are so often 
followed by reactions.  We must be prepared to work steadily and, if God of His 
sovereign will sends a revival, that will be wonderful but, if not, we must be prepared to 
build from the bottom – which can be more effective in the long run.  We preach not 
ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord: the common people heard Him gladly.  This is the only 
way in which we might be able to turn aside the national judgments that are otherwise 
inevitable. 
 

In the end God will decide and the outcome will be to His glory, to the furtherance of the 
gospel and for the good of His people.   
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 Extract from the Annual Report of the Trinitarian Bible Society 
Published in the Quarterly Record, Issue 628, July to September, 2019 

This year’s Annual Report affords the opportunity to once again render thanks to the 
eternal and everlasting God who, by His Sovereign grace, has granted to us another 
year of serving Him, translating and distributing His Word.  We acknowledge that 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).  It is 
an inestimable blessing that we have the special revelation of God in the Scriptures that 
have been providentially preserved in the Greek Textus Receptus and Hebrew Masoret-
ic Text.  The Society’s stand as a Protestant and Trinitarian society is ground we continue 
to hold with all sincerity as we increasingly encounter non-Biblical ecumenical influences in 
some of our translation work.  We continue to look to the Lord in all things and pray that 
He will go before us in the areas in which we intend to distribute His Word over the next 
twelve months.  We pray that the Lord will be with us as He was with Ezra, who pro-
claimed: “And I was strengthened as the hand of the Lord my God was upon me” (Ezra 
7:28). 

 By Jonathan Arnold, Editorial Director 

The Pope and the Grand Imam  
British Church Newspaper, 13 September, 2019 

Pope Francis and Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, Grand Imam of the Al-Azhar, the highest 
authority of Sunni Islam, met in the United Arab Emirates on 4 February.  They signed a 
statement entitled “A Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 
Together”.  This urged people of all faiths to strive for fraternity and solidarity, resisting 
violence. 
 
A new Higher Committee for Inter-religious Tolerance has now been appointed to put 
their ideas into practice.  They hope thereby to reduce inter-religious friction such as was 
seen in Ceylon earlier this year. 
 
We are assured that there is no 
danger of syncretism but rather 
affirming the notion that everyone, 
regardless of religious affiliation, 
“has equal dignity before God”. 
 
It is not clear how these lofty 
sentiments are to be expressed in 
action.   
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THE PEARL OF PSALMS 

“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23:1 
 
No Psalm is more familiar or precious to saints than the twenty-third.  It has blessed 
and comforted God’s people since David first sang it on the Judaean hills.  In trial 
or in prosperity, its message is timeless and universal for the trusting saint.  It speaks 
to us of God’s providential care and His gracious provision for us in and through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That the Lord is our Shepherd reminds us that we are His 
possession and that He will provide for us, protect us and guide us.   
 

He provides rest for the weary.  In His order, rest precedes activity.  Since the place 
of rest is the place of God’s presence, this order is essential.  Only as we enjoy 
these habitations of peace and waters of rest can we negotiate the daily course of 
life with spiritual success.   
 

He renews us.  When we are weak, He strengthens.  When we are sinful, He 
sanctifies.  When we are sorrowful, He satisfies. 
 

He guides us.  There is no risk of losing our way, because He leads along straight, 
clearly marked tracks.  By His Word and by His providence, He makes the way 
clear.   
 

He protects us.  Sometimes those straight paths lead through deep, dark valleys; but 
even here our pace is steady, because His presence keeps danger away from us 
and us away from danger.   
 

He secures our peace.  As our gracious Host, He invites us to a victory celebration.  
Even though the enemy may surround us, He guarantees our safety and turns 
seeming defeat to triumph.   
 

He shows us friendship.  His benevolent loyalty is constantly hunting and pursuing us.  
To be overtaken by this swift pursuer is to experience the joy of unceasing 
fellowship in the presence of the Lord.   

By: Dr. M. P. V. Barrett 
From: Eagles’ Wings, Daily Devotional 

Edited by Alan Cairns 

 
Our Shepherd goes before us and His sheep-dogs –  

goodness and mercy – come behind us, so that  
we need fear no attack from any direction.  

Alexander Simpson 
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By:  Rev. Daniel Henderson 
Moneyslane Free Presbyterian Church of 
Ulster 
 

Modern society has changed rapidly 
over the last number of years. We live in 
a day when people delight to “…call evil 
good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Is.5:20). 
What was once frowned upon is now 
embraced. What was once viewed with 
suspicion and caution is now treated as 
the norm.  
 

Sadly, the subject of ‘Tattoos’ is not an 
exception. More so today than ever 
before in the UK, tattoos are prevalent. 
The vast majority of famous sports 
personalities and celebrities have tattoos; 
as well as numerous political figures. In 
one on-line poll, it is suggested that one in 
five of all British adults have some form of 
tattoo and, if we narrow the age limit, the 
same poll suggests that one in three of all 
young adults have at least one 
permanent marking inked into their skin. 
Therefore, if tattoos seem to be so 
popular in modern society, some may 
ask: ‘what is the harm in getting a tattoo?’. 
The simple answer is because the Word 
of God forbids it and there are numerous 
arguments to prove that this is so.  
 

The Scriptures state in Leviticus 19:28, “Ye 
shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for 
the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I 
am the LORD.” The Lord is quite emphatic 
in regard to His prohibition of tattoos and 
this is partly because of their history. Both 

tattoos and body marks were used in 
order to identify an individual with a 
heathen religion and/or their view of 
gaining salvation. That is why the Lord 
forbade the Israelites from receiving any 
such markings, because of their clear link 
to pagan worship. But is that not ancient 
history? Is this argument still relevant for 
today? This argument against tattoos is 
still very important today. Firstly, because 
the Lord has decreed it. Secondly, 
because the Lord never changes and 
therefore His desire for the Israelites to 
keep their skin clean from any markings is 
still applicable for His people today and, 
thirdly, because tattoos are still used as 
identification markings in false religions 
such as Buddhism and Hinduism.  
 

However, there is also the argument of 
creation. In Genesis 1:27 we read, “So 
God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God created He him; male and 
female created He them.” We are all 
created in the image of God. In Genesis 
1:31 we further note that “…God saw 
every thing that He had made, and, 
behold, it was very good.” Who do we 
think we are to dare suggest that we can 
improve upon God’s creation! By the 
addition of markings or tattoos of any 
kind we would be endeavouring to alter 
the way God created us. Do we think 
ourselves so intelligent as to ‘improve’ 
upon the ‘image of God’? What folly! 
We would do well to remember our 
Creator as Ecclesiastes 12:1 reminds us: 
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth…” instead of rebelling against 

WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY  
ABOUT TATTOOS 
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His Word and His will concerning our 
bodies.  
 

Nevertheless, we find nowadays the idea 
of ‘Christian’ tattoo artists and Christians 
having markings permanently cut into 
their flesh; even on occasions, Bible verses 
tattooed upon their skin. What a terrible 
tragedy. The Word of God states that 
when we are saved and washed in the 
precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
then our “…body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own…” (1 Cor. 
6:19). The Spirit of God lives within the 
Christian. Why would we want to defile 
our bodies (temples) with worldly and 
rebellious markings? Imagine, if you went 
to Church on Sunday morning and as you 
drove into the car park you saw graffiti 
and vandalism all over the walls of the 
Church. You would be horrified, I’m sure; 
disgusted in fact. It would not be an 
improvement; it would be deterioration 
and further to that it would cause you 
sorrow that the House of God was 
so marked. So, it is with the 
Christian and tattoos; they are not 
an improvement but rather a 
sorrowful sight and a mark of 
rebellion against the Lord and His 
Word.  
 

But last of all, let us note that, at the 
very least, tattoos bring a stigma 
upon an individual. Many 
employers still today refuse to 
employ people with visible tattoos. 
For many years, tattoos were 
associated with sailors, soldiers, 
prisoners and other such men that 
were known as being men of the 
world. As Christians we ought to be 

mindful of our testimony. In 1 Thess. 5:22 
we are instructed to “abstain from all 
appearance of evil.” If we were to walk 
down the street with a tattoo visible to the 
public, would the immediate assumption 
be: ‘That’s a Christian!’ Of course not.  
 

Then let us remember the command of 
the Lord to “…not make any cuttings in 
your flesh… nor print any marks upon 
you…” Let us be mindful of the pagan 
context that surrounds tattoos; and let us 
be aware that we are God’s creation; 
the Christian is the Spirit’s Temple and we 
have a duty to preserve our testimony in 
our bodies for God’s eternal glory and 
for the winning of souls.   

 

23 



 

 24 

By:  The Rev. W. Carus-Wilson, 
Rector of Whittington, Yorkshire (1840) 
 
Are there such persons?  Yes; many, 
many.  We find them among those who 
have been favoured with a religious 
education.  We find them among those 
who have sat under the ministry of the 
Gospel and known well the scheme of 
Divine truth.  The danger of such a state 
cannot be doubted, for its subjects are 
liable to “be hardened, through the 
deceitfulness of sin.” 
 
It has often been my lot to converse with 
persons of this description, in a sick 
chamber, when health and spirits have 
failed and when the soul has had nothing 
to lean upon but realities.  The food of 
this fearful condition is excitement and its 
victim lives upon mere natural feelings, 
which rise or fall according as 
circumstances call those feelings into 
action.  We do not deny but that God’s 
dear children are also subject to clouds as 
well as sunshine.  It is not always bright 
with them; for “if needs be, they are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations,” 
but they have “cast their anchor within the 
vail,” and they “know (on Scriptural 
grounds) whom they have believed.” 
 
In many cases, the poor body has much to 
do with the depression under which the 
child of God labours; but amidst it all, he 
is calm, for he can say to Jesus, “I am 
thine; save me.” 

 
But we must look a little closer into this 
subject.  We may be congratulating 
ourselves, that, however it may be with 
others, we have come to the “knowledge 
of the truth.”  I will not say that it is not so; 
but do not take it for granted.  What has 
this “knowledge of the truth” done for us?  
The test to which I would refer you is in 
John 8: 31,32.  “Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue 
in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.”  Now in 
what sense does “the knowledge of the 
truth” make us free?  It does not make us 
free from the existence of sin, for that will 
not be until “mortality is swallowed up of 
life.”  Then what does it effect?  It sets us 
free from the power and dominion and 
slavery of sin in our hearts; it sets us free 
to serve our Saviour in newness of life: “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
 
But we must further ask what the service 
of Jesus requires, for in this respect we 
are liable to be deceived.  If I said that 
He requires us to read our Bibles, to 
attend His ordinances, to pray to Him in 
secret, I should fall short of the mark.  
What then does Jesus require?  “My son, 
give me thine heart.”  Any thing short of 
this will not meet the case.  We may give 
Him our lip, we may give Him our time, 
we may give Him our talents; but if we 
hold back the heart, our offering is 

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”  

(2 Timothy 3:7) 
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mortification of a sinful lust, the “keeping 
our hearts with all diligence,” brings more 
glory to our Lord, than the most splendid 
efforts of zeal and benevolence.  Our 
fellow creatures are easily attracted by 
external acts, which may procure for us 
“a name to live” when, behold, we are 
dead.  It is true, that this secret discipline 
of soul, this schooling of the affections, 
may not so generally challenge attention, 
or obtain for us human applause; but I tell 
you what it will do. It will “bring us peace 
at the last,” for the Holy Ghost will witness 
with our spirit, that it was undertaken for 
Jesus.  Sure I am, that the path of holy 
walking is the path of holy comfort, 
though not the procuring cause.  There 
may be much infirmity, many mistakes, 
many failures, yea, there may be much to 
humble us daily; but “if the eye is single,” 
if no besetment is countenanced, “the 
work of righteousness shall be peace; and 

regarded only “as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal.” 
 
Now, the point is, whether our knowledge 
of the truth has secured the heart for 
Jesus.  If the heart be His, the life will be 
His, but not otherwise.  
 
1. The knowledge (that is, the experience) 
of the truth leads us to act on the belief 
that Jesus is our best Friend and to 
exclaim with the Psalmist, “Whom have I 
in Heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee” (Ps. 73:25).  
Accordingly, under this conviction, we 
daily use Him as given to us of God.  In 
our conscious ignorance, we go to Him for 
His promised Spirit, that He may “lead us 
into all truth.”  When guilt is upon our 
souls, from the discovery of our daily 
shortcomings, we lay our burden before 
Him and seek its removal in that blood 
which cleanseth from all sin.  In our 
conflicts with our corrupt passions and 
sinful affections, we summon Him to the 
struggle, that His “strength may be made 
perfect in our weakness.”  All this is very 
simple and there will be no difficulty for 
any of us to determine whether or not we 
are making use of our Saviour in this way. 
 
2. The knowledge (that is, the experience) 
of the truth will lead us to desire and aim 
at glorifying Jesus, in our walk and 
conversation.  This expression, of 
glorifying our Saviour, is not to be 
confined to active exertions, or even 
pecuniary contributions, for the promotion 
of His cause; for a love of display may 
produce these.  We glorify our Saviour in 
proportion as we succeed in being 
conformed to “the mind” which was in 
Him.  The crossing of a sinful temper, the 
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the effect of righteousness quietness and 
assurance for ever” (Isa. 32:17).  
 

But there is one more point, upon which I 
would touch.  
 

If a “knowledge (that is, experience) of 
the truth,” is calculated to produce a 
Christian walk; if it possesses a vital 
principle, which grapples with “every 
thought,” restless still it is “brought into 
subjection:” how comes it that this influence 
is not more visible?  How is it that, with 
Christ on the tongue, self, in all its 
deformity, is so often seen in religious 
professors?  This is a matter of enquiry, 
deeply important.  The apparent failure 
must not be charged upon any defect in 
“the truth,” which “is quick and powerful, 
sharper than any two-edged sword.”  To 
what then may the failure be traced?  
Shall we say that the scholar is dull?  Oh, 
no! for Jesus is one “who  can have 
compassion on the ignorant, and on them 
that are out of the way:” What is it then?  
The impediment is on the part of the 
learner; and I will tell you what it is.  
 

We see instances where God is “found of 
them that seek Him not;” we see instances 
of the most unlikely characters “turned 
from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God.”  This may be.  But 
when a professor giving himself up to 
some “crooked way” comes under the life-
giving word, the weapon is blunted as 
soon as it comes in contact with him.  It is 
not that the Holy  Ghost could not make it 
effectual; but read Ezekiel 14:2-4 and 
you will see why such characters continue 
“ever learning,” but never able to grasp 
the subject, so as to make it their own.  It is 
sketched upon the understanding, but 
reaches not to the heart, which is the seat 

of life.  The passage to which I refer is as 
follows: “And the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, these men 
have set up their idols in their heart, and 
put the stumblingblock of their iniquity 
before their face: should I be enquired of 
at all by them?  Therefore speak unto them 
and say unto them, “Thus saith the Lord 
God; Every man of the house of Israel that 
setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth 
the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to the prophet; I the Lord 
will answer him that cometh according to 
the multitude of his idols.”  Here we have 
the mystery unravelled; here we see why 
the word becomes “a savour of death 
unto death,” instead of “a savour of life 
unto life.”  If there be “an accursed thing in 
the camp,” to which you are determined 
to cling, you may as well be away from 
the means, as under the means; for in such 
circumstances the waters of the sanctuary 
will be destitute of any healing property.  
 

It may be, I have thrown light upon the 
case of some of my readers.  Who shall 
say if I am not furnishing a reason for that 
deadness of soul, that indecision which 
marks the character of a heartless 
profession?  
 

May the Lord vouchsafe His blessing 
and apply it to the writer, as 
well as to the reader, for 
His great Name’s 
sake.   
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“Happy is he that hath the God of  Jacob for  
his help, whose hope is in the Lord His God.” 

(Psalm 146:5) 
 

Hymn by Augustus Toplady 
 

  HAPPINESS, thou lovely name,  
  Where’s thy seat, O tell me, where? 
  Learning, pleasure, wealth and fame, 
  All cry out, “It is not here.” 

 

  Not the wisdom of the wise 
  Can inform me where it lies; 
  Not the grandeur of the great 
  Can the bliss I seek create. 
 

  Object of my first desire, 
  Jesus, crucified for me; 
  All to happiness aspire, 
  Only to be found in Thee. 
 

  Thee to praise and thee to know, 
  Constitute our bliss below; 
  Thee to see and Thee to love, 
  Constitute our bliss above.  
 

  Lord, it is not life to live, 
  If Thy presence Thou deny; 
  Lord, if Thou Thy presence give, 
  ‘Tis no longer death to die. 
 

  Source and giver of repose, 
  Singly from Thy smile it flows: 
  Happiness complete is thine; 
  Mine it is, if Thou art mine.  
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