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HE FAILETH NOT

0oTheir heart failed
OMine eyes fail dé (
0The money failethbo
0The waters failedbo
oMy flesh failetho

0They all shall fail

OHE FAI L EZEgH. 38)OT 6




IN THIS NEWSLETTER:

Letter from the Chairman

Exposition of Luke 2, verse3 1
J. C. Ryle

Doing Things Godds
Rev. lvan Foster (Rtd)

Sincere, but Sincerely Wrong
A. W. Pink

The Crook in the Lot
Adapted from the writings of Thomas Boston

Christian Resources Exhibition Report
News and Current Affairs
Prayer by Ambrose Serle

The Desire of the Soul
J. C. Philpot

Hymn by Samuel Medley

Psalm 4@ Prayer Meeting address
Mr. J. Delves

Wa y




Noverber 2019 CHRISTIAN WATCH

Dear Friends,

Greetings once again in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Political crises are not new. From time to time situations have arisen which ha
challenged those inautho®Br exi t being the mostd obyv
and particularly since the British people voted thRBie, 2016. A report in the Daily
Telegraph a few months ago indicated that George Soros, the Anfieseh
Hungarian financier, was financing and orchestrating a campaign to prevent Brexit
happening. Since his announcement, ¢
Miller mysteriously appeared on the
preparations in the courts; then several MPs who had been elected as Conservative
under the Partyds 2017 Mani f edghereby wh i
robbing the Government of its Parliamentary majority; followed by the unelected High
Court taking the unprecedented step of making a political decision arallimger
Government policy. Hence the need for a General Electiorih@et2mber. As we
approach this election, let us consider prayerfully how to cast our vote, always
remembering, of course, that God is in control and that He is truthful (Titus 1:2); He
faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9); He is omniscient (Psalm-43934é is omnipotent (Psalm
103:19) and He is omnipresent (Psalm 130)8 What a great God we adore (see
Numbers 23:19)!

| came across an extract from a sermon recently by Rev. Lazarus Seamah (1607
1675) 0 a friend of Oliver Cromwelon Sol omonds request
preached in 1644 to the House of Commons on a day set aside for public fasting during
a time of political crisis. He saidthisf he t rust committed tc
have to govern many people with different situations, attitudes and opinions. There
mixture of contrary inclinations in them all. That which pleases some, others abhor.

personds rise is from anotherds ruin
not easy to identify and are often unsuccessful. The lack of a little wisdom prejudices no
the reputation of those i n alaterdstiogr i t

comments indeed!

David Camerod now that name rings a bélhas published his memoirs. Apparently,

he is proud of relefining marriage and has no regrets. In an excerpt, the former
Conservative Prime Minister concedes that-sammarriage was one of the most
divisive policies he pursued, but arguesGhate o pl e shoul d be at
union with the person they |l oveé. |l ov
are and what eOnthe sanye subject, the &ethodist Gortfexencd held in
the summer of 2019 voted overwhelmingly (247 votes to 48) to permit the marriage of
samesex couples on Methodist premises by Methodist ministers. They endorsed a Rep



d God in Love Unites &and the recommendations are to be submitted to the wider
Church for consultation with a final decision due to be made in July, 2020. | wonder if
these people ever consider owhat sai
and Jeremiah 29:6 all come to mind.

Let us encourage ourselves with the
predecessor at New Park Street, London until 1848. He said the following:

oBeloved, there is no standing still
Our Capt ai d0Go -crFoiErosisad4idiShi This is our direction.
Gofoward n t he Lordds way, in the Lordo

contains great encouragement.

GoForward, e membering the Lordds wisdom, 1
the Lordds | ove.

Gofooward n uni on with the Lordds peopl e,
your Master®s presence.

Go forwardnotwithstanding difficulties, fears and discouragements.

Go forwardpecause God has bidden you; He has promised to go with you; He will crov
your journey®ds end.

Let us imitate ardent and holy Paul, whésad ot as t hough | h
either were already perfect: but | follow after, if that | may apprehend that for which alsc
I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. o6 L
God. There is nothing behind us worth a thought, if compared with what is set before u:
the gospel. Be then this our daily nkaitaiard, forwardl.

Much in sorrow, oft in woe,
Onward, Christian, onward go;
Shrink not, fear not, dare not yield,

Never quit the battlefield.
Forward press and win the prize,
Then to endless glory rise.

Please remember that your subscription is duet danbiary for 2020. The annual
subscription remains at £12 and we look forward to hearing from you as you renew
your membership.

May | take this opportunity to wish you the compliments of the season as we come to th
close of another year and trust that the Lord will continue to bless you in 2020.

Yours in His service,

lan Henderson

lan R. Henderson
(Chairman)



EXPOSITION OF LUKE 2, VERSES 1

by J.C. Ryle (abbreviated)

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus

that all the world should be taxed.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was Governor of Syria.)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the

city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of

David:)

5. To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

6. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.

7. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid
Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

AwWN

We have, in these verses, the story of a Bittie birth of the incarnate Son of God, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Every birth of a living child is a marvellous event. It brings into being
soul that will never die; but never since the world began was a birth so marvellous as th
birth of Christ. Initself it was amiradlécGo d was ma n i(ffTins3t16).i n
The blessings it brought into the world were unspeakitlapened to man the door of
everlasting life.

In reading these verses, let us first ntiiedimesvhen Christ was borth.was in the
days when Augustus, the first Roman Emperoromeaded e cr ee t hat a
be taxed. o

The wisdom of God appears in this simple fact. The sceptre was practically departing
from Judah (Gen. 49:10). The Jews were coming under the dominion and taxation of :
foreign power. Strangers were beginning to rule over them. They had no longer a
really independent @Getmér hmdntomé fbei
Messiah t o apptelne . anda’dodgChsstisban. t axes 0

It was a time peculiarly suitable for
earth was at length governed by one master (Dan. 2:40). There was nothing to preven
the preacher of a new faith going from city to city and country to country. The princes
and priests of the heathen world had been weighed in the balances and found wanting.
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome had all successively provedttat
worl d by wi s {dcCon 1R d&letwithstanting Ber chighty conquerors
and poets and historians and architects and philosophers, the Kingdoms of the worl
were full of dardue ditsiGedédtgrpose framtHeaven s
and send down an AU enifogChisstdbsharm (Ramus6). I

Let us ever rest our souls on the th
knows the best season for sending help to His church and new light to the world. Let
beware of giving way to over anxiety about the course of events around us, as if we



knew better than the King of Kings w
govern the world, 6 was a frequent sa)
full of wisdom.

Let us notice, secondlye place where Christ was bdtnwas not at Nazareth of
Galilee, where His mother, the Virgin Mary, lived. The prophet Micah had foretold that
the event was to take place at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). And so it came to pass. A
Bethlehem Christ was born.

The overuling providence of God appears in this simple fact. He orders all things in
Heaven and in earth. He turns the hearts of Kings whithersoever He will-ridedover

the time when Augustus decreed the taxing. He directed the enforcement of the decre
in such a way that Mary must needs be at Bethlehenowhéne days wer e
t hat she s holité dd the baughtye Roman &mperdr.ar@ his officer
Cyrenius think that they were only carrying out the eternal purposes of the King of Kings
Little did they think that they were helping to lay the foundation of a Kingdom before
which the Empires of this world would all go down one day and Roman idolatry pass
away. The words of Isaiah, upon a like occasion, should be remenibédeel me a n ¢
not so, neithelsald@®D.th his heart think

The heart of a believer should take
government of the world. A true Christian should never be greatly moved or disquieted
by the conduct of the rulers of the earth. He should see with the eye of faith a hand ovel
-ruling all that they do to the praise and glory of God. He should regard every King
and potentated an Augustus, a Cyrenius, a Darius, a Cyrus, a Sennacherid
creature who, with all his power, can do nothing but what God allows and nothing whict
is not carrying out Godd®dsewiltlh.emsknhd
L o r e ,shiould take comfort in the words of SolomonTher e be hi
t h égclés. 5:8).

Let us notice, lastiiie manner in which Christ was btamwas not born under the roof

of His motherds housejnbBbut Whenabstna
laid in a carefully prepared cradeHewasd | ai d i n a manger,
room in the inn. o

We see here the grace and condescension of Christ. Had He come to save mankind w
royal maj esty, surrounded by His Fa
undeserved mercy. Had He chosen to dwell in a palace, with power and great
authority, we should have had reason enough to wonder; but to become poor as the
very poorest of mankind and lowly as the very lowdietsiis is a love that passeth
knowledge. It is unspeakable and unsearchable. Never let us forget that through thi
humiliation Jesus has purchased for His people a title to glory. Through His life o
suffering, as well as His death, He has obtained eternal redemption for them. All
through His life He was poor for their sakes, from the hour of His birth to the hour of Hi
death; and through His poverty His people are made rich (2 Cor. 8:9).



DOI NG THI NGS GODO S

by Rev. Ivan Foster (Rtd.)

0And |l et us bring again the ark of our G

Saul. And all the congregation said that they would do so: for the thing was right in the eyes of

all the people.So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering

of Hemath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjathjeardnd David went up, and all Israel, to

Baalahthat is, to Kirjathjearim, whimlongedto Judah, to bring up thence the ark of God the

LORD, that dwelletietweerthe cherubims, whose name is caltdtd And they carried the ark

of God in a new cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave thardrt.

David and all Israel played before God with #ikirmight, and with singing, and with harps,

and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, and with trufsmgtehen they came

unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oxen stum-

bled. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, and He smote him, because he put

his hand to the ark: and there he died before GAdd David was displeased, because the

LORD had made a breach upon Uzza: wherefore that place is called Perezuzza to #uglday.

David was afraid of God that day, saying, How shall | bring the ark of &wdeto me?So

David brought not the aHometo himself to the city of David, but carried it aside into the house

of Obededom the GittiteAnd the ark of God remained with the family of Obededom in his

house three months. And the LORD bl esse
(1 Chronicles 13:34).

This passage of Godds Word was part

follow the Robert Murray McCheyneds

familiar but as ever torimgs  forth aositeof itevi t
treasurethingshew and old.

As | |l ooked at the verses, I was st
contemporary worship scene. Before | come to that, let me point out:

1. Good ideas are often spoiled by ignorance.

It was a most admirable idea on Davi
its properplaced And | et wus bring éagalihre tPhreotaers
is one Oever reformingo! T h e r@ccldsia a

refor mat a, s -¢hengh@ah reformdd, @waysarefodring It refers to the
conviction of certain Reformed Protestant theologians that the church must centinually
examine itself in order to maintain its purity of doctrine and practice.

The Lord often describes His people
nature! 0 Al | we | i ke sheep have gone ast
w a Ylsaiah 53:6).That being so, we are ever in need of being brought back to the
right paths and to that ordered by the Lord for our good.

The state of religion when David came to the throne was in great need of reformation.



By that we mean, it needed to be brought into line with the commands and decrees se
down by the Lord as to how He was to be worshipped. The worship of God is not
something decided by what men may consider good and proper and profitable. No,
the whole scheme of worship has been laid down by the Lord!

When Israel was led out of Egypt toward the promised land, the Lord issued His Law
regarding not just civil life but, more importantly, how He was to be approached in

worship. Whemt he chil dren of | srael did a

Mo s ¢enthé Lord was pleased and His blessing was upon them.

The centr al holy artefact used in th
was designed by the Lord and made under His supervision (Exodus 25:22). Because
the apostasy of EIlids two sons and h

great defeat at the hands of the Philistines and the Ark was taken away by them.

However, the Lord afflicted them most severely and they were forced to return the Ark
to Israel, but it had not been restored to its appointed abode, the Tabernacle, rather it

had been housed in the home of Abinadab and Eleazar his son looked after the Ark of
the Lord.

There the Ark remained for some 20 years, though back in Israel; it was not where Goc
had ordained it to be, within the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. This David was aware
of when he came to power and he is to be commended that one of the first things he
thought about was restoring the Ark of the Covenant to its rightful place. Would that we
had rulers with such a mindset!

All Israel supported Davidinhisplan. et us bring again th
enquired not at it in the days of Ssudl all the congregation said that they would do so:
for the thing was riMergedd). in the eyes

However, in the execution of his plan, David displayed the degree of ignorance there
was intheranksof Isra@d. And t hey carried the ark
of Abinadab: and Ugveaer aed7Ahi dhdtr awa:
of transportingthe Ark (1 Samuel 68), but it was not the way ordained by the
Lodo And Moses wrote this | aw, awhith del
bare the ark of the covenantofthe LORR nd unt o a |Deutetotomy e |
3199 Even the thinking of so great a me
the Philistines!

2. There can be no doubt that David and Israel were most earnest in their
seeking to restore the Ark.

0And David and al | altharmigharid with singiygeadd withe f
harps, and with psalteries, angerseith
8). They put everything into their worshipping and honouring the Lord that day.



Here is where we may learn something that is very relevant to that which is a
growingphenomenon in religious circles today. Many believe they can enjoy much mori
of the Lordds blessing and power if
that display their fervour. Thus Wwe
feature much music and singing with great energy in the mistaken belief that such w
make up for the sad but undeniable deadness found amongst the congregations o
many true believers!

This is but seeking to restore the Ark on a new cart! It is rap@osed!

Despite all the religious excitement displayed by David and Israel that day, the Lord
was not pleased with what was taking place and the earnestness of the Israelites did nc
pacify the Lord or placate His anger at their activities. | am sure that all in that gathering
were filled witbeangénbetoftodowabki gi 6l

0And when they came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to holc
ark; for the oxen stumbléahd the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, and He
smote him, because he put hi@®9%and t

Again, take note. Uzza was a good man, motivated in his actions by the highest
considerations of Godds honour; YET
he was judged accordingly. AhdwimeeAaae r e
and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels o
sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall citme to be
but they shall not towaiyholy thing, lest they die. Thiesgs ar¢he burden of the sons

of Kohath in the t(duneers&ld)c!|l e of the ¢

Being 6sincerelyd wrong does not alt
day was, sadlya fleshly oneo Davi d was di spl eased, b
breach wpeamnseUzlzlgdd ( David was O6angry?d
wrong! Is that not a common response to the pressing of the claims of the Bible upt
those who are determined to go their own way in matters relating to the worship of God
and the things that should be believed amongst us. They rail against what the Lord he
commanded us to observe and keep!

It would appear that David quickly adopted a wiser and more proper attitud®.n d
David was afraid of the LORD thatday( v eA revarence and godly fear fell upon
David as a proper realisation of what had happened that day came into his mind and
heart.

Dear Christian, God wil!/ not take wi"
tampering will not bring good, but sorrow in the end. The excitement seen today in
many places of ©O6contemporary worshirg
misery and shame. Doubtless, that harvest will not attract the same attention as did tt
stir created by the antics in the worship gathering, for the devil does not want his dupes
to see the dire consequences of being deceived by him, but the grief will come abou

10



and the wise will observe it taking place and learn!

3. In the end, David did bring the Ark back to its rightful place when he
observed Godds | aw on the matter.

0AndDavidmade him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark @
God, and pitched for it a terithen David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but
the Levites: for them hath the LORD chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister
him for ever And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark o
the LORD unto his place, which he had prepared for it ... And said untarétbm, Ye
chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify yoursetie® and your brethren, that ye
may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israchentace thdthave prepared for

it. For because i itnot at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for tha
we sought him not after the due orerthe priests and the Levites sanctified themselve:
to bring up the ark of the LORD God of Isrsmd the children of the Levites bare the ark
of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according
word of the LORDANd David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their forethren
bethe singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals, soundir
l'i fting up (lCHromicles 158, t2d6).wi t h j oy O

Pl eas e n o twe souglt bBim neteaftedtise,due 6rder( ver se 13) .
wants EVERYTHIBE o n e d e ¢ e Nt Qonnthiams1d40). n or der 6

Let us learn that |JegsohoThdawomrndd w
and | did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: fo
am called by Thy Name, O LORD God abhogtsJ er e mi ah 15: 16) .

The Bible is the Book@fg ood ti dings of great (Lak;
2:10) if it is but believed and obeyed.




SINCERE, BUT SINCERELY WRONG

It is greatly to be feared that there are multitudes in Christendom
who verily imagine and sincerely believe that they are among
the saved, yet who are total strangers to a work of grace in their
hearts.

It is one thing to have clear intellectual conceptions of God's truth;
it is quite another matter to have a personal, real heart
acquaintance with it.

It is one thing to believe that sin is the awful thing that the Bible
says itis, but it is quite another matter to have a holy horror and
hatred of it in the soul.

It is one thing to know that God requires repentance; it is quite
another matter to experimentally mourn and groan over our
vileness.

It is one thing to believe that Christ is the only Saviour for sinners;
it is quite another matter to really trust Him from the heart.

It is one thing to believe that Christ is the 'sum of all excellency’; it
is quite another matter to LOVE HIM above all others.

It is one thing to believe that God is the great and Holy One; itis
guite another matter to truly reverence and fear Him.

It is one thing to believe that salvation is of the Lord,; it is quite
another matter to become an actual partaker of it through His
gracious workings.

By:A.\W. Pink



