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In 1527 and the bubonic plague, Luther wrote the following.  In principle, they 
seem wise words in the light of our current “plague” that affects everything at 
this time. 
 
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us.  Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 
administer medicine and take it.  I shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed - in order not to become contaminated and thus 
perchance inflict and pollute others - and so cause their death as a result of my 
negligence.  If God should wish to take me He will surely find me and I have done 
what He has expected of me, and so I am not responsible for either my own 
death or the death of others.  If my neighbour needs me, however, I shall not 
avoid place or person – I shall go freely as stated above.  See this is such a God-
fearing faith because it is neither brash or foolhardy and does not tempt God.” 
 

 Previously published in Bible League Quarterly 
January – March, 2020 

  

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian Watch 
but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)  
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Dear Friends,   
 
As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to cause mayhem to our way of life with 
quarantine, lockdown and social distancing becoming the new norm, we are now being 
promised a mega-recession, following the shutting down of so many businesses over 
recent months.  Maybe you feel that this is another attempt to bring mankind under 
control – and it has worked!  How quickly FEAR is able to control and manipulate an 
entire population and literally cripple the economy!  So, what should we, as Christians, 
think as regards the future?  Let me quote some words from Rev. George Hutcheson, who 
ministered in Scotland in the 17th century. He said this: 
 
“FAITH trusts God alone. It is the Lord’s way in the church’s trouble during great and 
distressing calamities to remove all grounds of confidence in anything beneath God. It is no 
baseless or impossible speculation that ‘the fig tree shall not blossom etc.’ It is what the 
Church may expect in her afflictions. 
FAITH trusts God – no matter what. 
FAITH trusts the promises, despite the worst trial. 
FAITH values God’s mercies and 
FAITH produces joy as well as endurance. 
It is a remarkable evidence of love to the afflicted Church and ought to be grounds of joy, 
when she is supported and kept from fainting under her troubles, even if she has nothing 
more than this.  When faith has laid hold on God for strength in hard times with a blessed 
outcome, it should stir up hopeful praise even in the midst of trouble.” 2 Cor. 12:9 – “My 
grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
 

Let us remember that God is a God of seasons. He gave us six days for working and set 
apart a seventh day for our rest.  Yet we are so often disobedient in this area and, 
instead, just keep on going and going.  Stepping away to pause and be silent is a 
difficult instruction for us to follow. Maybe this season of ‘isolation’ during Covid-19 can 
be an opportunity to change our mindsets to see that this is not a matter of massive 
inconvenience, but rather a gift from God allowing us time to pray and spend time with 
Him.  If you look around, you will easily recognise that we are surrounded by a feeling 
of darkness, fear and emotional distress.  Look in the eyes of your neighbour – look at 
the people you pass by on the streets each day – look at the suffering they are carrying 
with them. Yes, it is dark around us, but remember what the Scriptures say: “Ye are the 
light of the world’ (Matt. 5:14).  
 
But how should we treat our rulers, even if we disagree with them?  Well, we should treat 
them with proper respect (Romans 13:7); in thought (Eccles. 10:20); in word (2 Peter 
2:10) and in deed (Romans 13:1).  This includes giving obedience to whatever they 
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require which is lawful according to God’s Word (Matt. 22:21).  Honouring them also 
includes praying for them.  However, it is not our duty to obey commands that are 
contrary to the law of God (Acts 4:19) – rather they must be resisted and disobeyed.  
When any ruler requires something contrary to God’s law, they are exceeding the 
bounds of their authority.  Such sin may need to be rebuked publicly (1 Tim. 5:20) as 
such actions can have long and lasting consequences for a nation. e.g. abortion, same-
sex marriage, break-up of the family, LGBT etc. etc.  Every day thousands of innocent 
unborn babies fall victim to the scourge of abortion; every day, marriage between one 
man and one woman and the natural family is undermined; every day, school-children 
are fed the twisted gender ideology of the radical LGBT lobby; every day, the right to 
live according to our faith and religious values – and the freedom to vigorously 
advocate for them in the public square - is under attack.  No command contrary to 
God’s law has any authority! 
 
It is bewildering that after 2000 years – after all the faithful Bible teachers and 
Reformers through the centuries – there is still an urgent need today in the professing 
church to clarify the Gospel message. The Gospel is, of course, under continuous, 
relentless, satanic attack; the enemies of the Gospel - and their errors – are 
widespread, insidious and deadly. However, what is especially troubling is that some of 
the most harmful attacks on the Gospel come from within the church itself. The typical 
modern evangelical church has abandoned Scripture as its pillar and foundation, 
leaving it vulnerable to all sorts of doctrinal errors and aberrations. Instead of 
defending and proclaiming the Gospel message, the church has absorbed and 
adopted the very worst traits of the ungodly culture around it.  Wanting to attract 
unbelievers, the church has softened its message, downplayed repentance and 
submission to Christ and, as a result, fundamentally changed, giving people a false and 
damning sense of security. We must pray that God will move again in our generation 
and that Godly men will be raised up to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 
Behold the Goodness and the Severity of God – by Dr. Ian Sadler. Enclosed with this 
Newsletter is a copy of this book which, in the present climate, makes interesting 
reading.  It is forwarded to you with the compliments of Christian Watch. 
 
Finally, it is with sadness that we report the death on 3rd May of Mrs. Marjorie Crowter 
in her 89th year. Mrs. Crowter was the faithful wife and help-meet of our Chairman and 
Founder, David Crowter, who himself was called home some 15 months ago.  Please 
remember the many family members in your prayers at this time. 
 
Yours in His service, 
 
 
Ian R. Henderson 
(Chairman) 
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VE DAY AND THE PROVIDENCE  
OF GOD 

 

By: Pastor Peter Simpson, Penn Free Methodist Church & CW Committee Member 

Adolph Hitler committed suicide in his Berlin bunker on April 30, 1945. On May 4, at 
Luneberg Heath in Lower Saxony, representatives of the armed forces of the Third 
Reich went to General Montgomery’s headquarters and signed a paper accepting 
the Allies’ terms of unconditional surrender.  The German delegation was led by 
General Admiral von Friedeburg, Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy.  
 
On May 8, Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, addressed the Speaker of the House of 
Commons and requested that the House adjourn to cross the road to St. Margaret’s 
Church to give thanks to God for the rescuing of the nation.  Later that day, King 
George VI went out on to the balcony of Buckingham Palace and again offered 
thanks to the Lord, as he addressed the crowds in front of him. 
 
The same evening, the King further addressed the nation and concluded his speech 
saying, “In the hour of danger we humbly committed our cause into the hand of God 
and He has been our strength and shield.  Let us thank Him for His mercies and in this 
hour of victory commit ourselves and our new task to the guidance of that same 
strong hand.” 
 
So, the Head of State and the most senior politician in the land publicly recognised 
the providence of God in bringing victory.  Let us make no mistake, their reference 
was not to some vague notion of the divine, so as to embrace all faiths, but explicitly 
to the Trinitarian God who manifests Himself in Jesus Christ.  
 
The Sunday following VE Day, May 13, 1945, was a national day of thanksgiving 
and well-attended special services were held throughout the country.  In one such 
service at Wells Cathedral, the Bishop of Bath and Wells laid special emphasis on 
the dire predicament with which Britain was confronted in 1940, standing alone 
against a powerful enemy.  The Bishop recognised that the final victory in 1945 
would not have been possible without the crucial God-given mercies of 1940, 
namely the rescuing of so many soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk, Hitler’s failure 
to invade after Dunkirk when the country was at its weakest and the outcome of the 
great aerial Battle of Britain in the late summer of that year.  
 
So, the foundations for final victory in Europe were laid in 1940.  In God’s 
providence Britain’s survival then, at the beginning of the war, meant that there 
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remained a base from which to build and carry on the fightback against the evils of 
Nazism.  The Lord had a purpose for our nation and even politicians and journalists in 
the 1940s were not afraid to speak publicly of His hand in the unfolding of events.  
Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister for Aircraft Production (1940–41), for example, 
offered Job 38:11 as an explanation for Britain’s freedom from invasion 
immediately after Dunkirk. 
 
The Bible teaches in many places that it is God who brings nations down, or who 
alternatively causes them to prosper (e.g. Jeremiah 18:1-10).  The issue is whether 
they are honouring Him or not.  A people with no understanding of providence have 
little spiritual resources with which to deal with a national crisis, such as war or a 
pandemic.  All they can do is bow down before the State and its institutions. 
 
Britain today must return in repentance and faith to Christ, the King of Kings, instead 
of carrying on with the blatantly anti-Christian trajectory of public life which has been 
so prevalent in recent decades.  This will be the best way to honour the sacrifice and 
achievements of the generations who went before us.  
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COVID-19 

 

From: Editorial in the Free Presbyterian 

Magazine — May, 2020  
 
A disease which was almost unheard of at 
the start of this year has become almost the 
sole focus of our news media.  Covid-19 
seems to have subsided in China, where it 
began, and is now most prevalent in 
Europe and the United States; in the United 
Kingdom (at the time of writing) deaths in 
hospital from this illness are over 6000. No 
one knows what the final total will be, or 
even if the disease can be ultimately 
brought under control.  
 
The fact is that the UK, in common with 
other nations with a Christian heritage, has, 
for several generations, increasingly 
ignored the Most High, the Creator of all 
things.  Ezekiel could look back on the 
wonderful heritage that God had given to 
Israel and Judah, a heritage which 
included holy Commandments to direct 
people’s conduct and a pure revelation to 
show them how – though they were guilty 
of breaking these Commandments – they 
might be forgiven and brought back into 
fellowship with Him.  
 

Yet their heritage was now very largely 
ignored.  So the Lord said, “The iniquity of 
the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding 
great”, and the serious fact lying at the 
centre of such iniquity was that they were 
assuming that “the Lord hath forsaken the 
earth, and the Lord seeth not” (Ezek. 9:9).  It 
is not that the people had spoken these 
actual words but, as the Lord looked down 
on them and saw into their hearts, He 
could see that these words represented 
their attitudes: they were acting as if God 
did not see them and would never take to 
do with them for their sins; they were 
going on through life as if God had 
forsaken the earth. 
 
William Greenhill, a Puritan Minister in 
London, wrote, “Men entertain atheistical 
thoughts of God, that they may go on 
more securely and fully in sinful courses.  
They filled the temple with idolatry, the 
city with perverseness, the land with blood, 
and say, ‘The Lord seeth not’.  When 
atheism hath got possession of a people, 
that people run riot into wickedness, fear 
of a Deity ceaseth, and the door is open 
to all profaneness.  Atheism is worse than 
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idolatry; this robs God of His worship, that 
of His attributes and being.”1 

 
One might think of twenty-first-century 
idolatry in the UK and elsewhere taking 
the form of adulation of sports stars and 
well-known figures in the entertainment 
world.  These are forms of idolatry, but we 
should be conscious of another kind of 
idolatry: a godless fixation on national 
wealth and individual prosperity.  The 
wishes of voters lead Governments to focus 
on boosting the economy year after year.  
Most people have been setting their hearts 
to what they can eat, what they can drink, 
what they can put on – focusing on their 
possessions and the things they imagine will 
make them happy, while they totally 
neglect their souls and the salvation that 
their souls so desperately need.  But 
because of the spread of Covid-19, we 
can be sure that national prosperity and 
the income of many citizens will be 
significantly lower in 2020, and perhaps 
for several years into the future.  It is as 
easy for the Lord to demolish such idols as 
it was to cause the Philistine idol Dagon to 
fall and be broken in pieces.  And “what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mk. 
8:36). 
 
God was calling for repentance, though 
the prophets and the people were ignoring 
His call.  Instead of repenting, they were 
going further and further away from Him 
and further and further into idolatry.  These 
departures from God did not happen in a 
single generation; nor did the declension in 
countries like the UK, that has brought so 
many of them to their present near-
atheism, happen over a few years.  One 
can trace this near-atheism back 

particularly to the increasing acceptance 
of the theory of evolution, especially since 
the publication of Charles Darwin’s The 
Origin of Species in 1859.  Then, and 
afterwards, there were many 
ambassadors for Christ calling sinners to 
repentance.  In God’s mercy, some who 
heard repented; they turned from their 
own ways and looked by faith to Christ.  
Yet many hardened their hearts and went 
on in unbelief – some of them keeping up 
a form of outward religion and others 
drifting away from it with the increasingly 
blatant unbelief of the age.  
 
Yet God still speaks.  He speaks to those 
who take up their Bibles and read; He 
speaks to those who hear the preaching of 
the Word.  After, perhaps, many years of 
hearing God speak in these ways, we 
should be asking ourselves: Have I 
profited spiritually from any of these 
opportunities, turning from my own ways 
and looking by faith to Christ? 
 
God also speaks in His providence, not 
least at a time like this, when Covid-19 is 
causing so much fear, especially because 
of how it spreads so readily – much more 
than, say, seasonal flu does.  This is 
reflected in the number of people who 
have died and in estimates of those who 
will yet die.  A Scottish Episcopal Bishop 
has spoken of people beginning “to 
realise that we need each other”.  That 
may well be true, yet there is no indication 
(at least in the report of what he said) that 
we need God and that we need Jesus 
Christ who came into the world to save 
sinners.  How necessary to flee to Christ, 
while He is near, while our opportunity 
lasts for finding Him as the one Saviour of 
those who are still under condemnation 
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the Virgin Mary as to God Himself.  This 
prayer included, appropriately, petitions 
for blessing, guidance and wisdom for 
“political leaders and decision-makers”, 
and for blessing, guidance, strength and 
well-being for “health workers and key 
workers”; but, throughout the prayer, the 
real problem was not what was said but 
what was not said.  There was no 
confession of sin and no petition for 
forgiveness; no sense of spiritual need and 
no request for grace to repent and to 
believe in Christ; no awareness of the 
need for salvation and to be prepared to 
pass into eternity.  
 

In addition to the call to pray, people 
were “asked to light a candle in their 
window….as a visible symbol of the light 
of life, Jesus Christ”;  but if we use symbols 
in our worship, they must be appointed by 
Christ Himself, speaking through Scripture.  
Yes, Christ spoke of Himself as “the Light of 
the world” (Jn. 8:12), but He never 
directed His followers to light a candle to 
represent Him.  In these solemn days, when 
we are reminded so forcefully of the 
reality of death, we need to consider most 
seriously what lies beyond death and the 
necessity for a living, spiritual religion 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
souls.  We must look to Christ, who died 
for sinners and rose again – as He is 
revealed in the Word of God.  This is no 
time to take refuge in a feeble imitation in 
which non-Scriptural practices loom large.  

because of their sins! 
 

In the midst of much uncertainty, one thing is 
certain: God knows everything, and He is 
in total control of all that happens.  God’s 
children may therefore trust in Him, coming 
before Him in prayer.  They may pray for 
themselves and for their families and 
friends, in particular for protection from 
Covid-19; yet they must submit to 
whatever may be His will for them, while 
recognising also that all things will work 
together for their good.  God’s people are 
to pray also that it would please Him to 
bring the present pandemic to an end and 
to bless the efforts of those who are 
working on developing a vaccine against it 
and an effective treatment for it.  Yet they 
should pray particularly that God, in His 
mercy, would cause multitudes of sinners to 
hear His voice in this providence.  In the 
face of God’s judgements, we should 
plead, “In wrath remember mercy” (Hab. 
3:2).  We should not despair; God is 
altogether able to bring sinners to seek 
Him and to provide all the means 
necessary to achieve that end.  
 

Various Churches in Scotland, including the 
Church of Scotland, the Scottish Episcopal 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church, 
called for national prayer on March 22, in 
view of the Covid-19 outbreak.  The 
prayer that was published for the occasion 
itself did not indicate who it was to be 
addressed to, but presumably Roman 
Catholics were at least as likely to pray to 
1Greenhill, An Exposition of Ezekiel, Banner of Truth reprint, 1994, p226 (on Ezek. 9:9). 
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THE SAD SILENCE IN TODAY’S 
 NEWS REPORTS! 

While listening to the daily reports of the deaths of more and more people from Covid-
19 and the many, many interviews with the grieving family members of the latest victims, 
there is naturally a going out of our heart-felt sympathy to those suffering such losses.  
The nation is in grief today and that to a degree not seen since World War II. 
  

However, there is one feature of the many scenes of grief which I - and I am sure all true 
believers - will have noted with sorrow of heart. It is the fact that there is virtually no 
mention whatever of the Lord or any words regarding the passing of friends and loved 
ones which would indicate the slightest knowledge of what is entailed in death! 
  

Family and friends attending our death-bed may appear to be a most essential thing 
but, in truth, such can really render no help or comfort whatever.  Indeed, whatever 
comfort may be derived is false and empty if not accompanied by the grace of God 
and will evaporate the instant death approaches. 
  

The nation, even in this awful time of apostasy and departure from God, still has some 
knowledge of the Shepherd’s Psalm, Psalm 23. It is a Psalm of David and in it he speaks 
of his personal faith in Christ. I can well envisage it being suggested by the undertaker at 
a funeral service, even if the mourners would not have thought of it.  The suggestion of it 
will jog a few distant memories amongst some and the suggestion accepted. 
  

What Gospel truth is set forth in this short Psalm! 
  

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His Name’s sake” (verses 1-3). 
  

This is one of the clearest testimonies to what it is to have a saving faith in Christ. It is to 
have a relationship with Christ of a sheep with a shepherd. 
  

1. Shepherds know their sheep from birth, being present at the time.  Even so is it with 
the Christian and Christ. He it was Who attended us in our spiritual birth, when we were 
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever” (1 Peter 1:23).  As the lamb is born into the flock of the shepherd, 
so the Christian is born into the flock of God by the miracle of the ‘new birth’. “According 
as His Divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the 
Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:3-
4). 
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It was this ‘new birth’ experience that the Saviour spoke of when He uttered those 
familiar words: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 
 
Oh! how the nation needs to hear this truth preached again, for it is ever so plain that it is 
unknown to a most dreadful degree to this generation, for it is so far from the thinking 
and mind and lips of today’s mourners!  
 
2. Shepherds take great care of their sheep. Even more so does the Great Shepherd of 
the flock of God.  David said that the Lord caused him “to lie down in green pastures: He 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His Name’s sake.” 
 
Every step of the way, David was conscious of the kindly care and the attentive love of 
His Saviour.  
 
3. For the Christian, this care extends right up to death and beyond!  I can well recall 
hearing in the earlier days of my pilgrimage, the ‘old Pastor’, as we lovingly called 
Pastor James Kyle Paisley, the revered father of Dr. Ian Paisley, quote Psalm 
48:14.  “For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto death.” 
He then went on to explain that the phrase, “even unto death”, should actually be 
translated “even over death.” He is not a God for the present only, but for all time to 
come; not merely for this world, but for that unending duration which awaits us beyond 
death. 
 
How precious is this truth to the child of God on his pilgrimage - and even more so on his 
death-bed!  
 
While family members gather around our bed in a last farewell, and feel their utter 
inability to truly offer any comfort, what a joy it is for them and will be even more to us, 
to know that the Saviour not merely attends our death-bed but will take our hand and 
convey us personally into His Heavenly domain!  Not for us the popish notion that Peter 
or Mary or some of the angelic beings attend the death- bed of the true saints of God.  
 
No, it is Christ Himself Who will be there.  
 
“Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory” (Psalm 73:24). 
 
Does not David continue his testimony in this Psalm in verses 4-6?  
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
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house of the LORD for ever.” 
 
What words are these! Christ is our Companion, Friend, Guide and Protector in LIFE; but 
He is also our COMFORTER and CONSORT in the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 
 
Yet, it is so sad to hear no mention of any such hope in the recorded words of the nation’s 
grieving today; nor indeed, in the words of rejoicing and thanksgiving of those who 
recovered from the virus.  Many agencies and individuals were thanked - and their 
praises sung - BUT rarely a mention of the ONLY One who was the actual cause of their 
recovery!  
  
Oh! how apostate and deceitful false prophets and self-appointed preachers in the 
denominations of the land have misled the flocks over which they minister and from 
whom they have obtained a fat living. 
  
A dreadful eternity awaits such! 

Rev. Ivan Foster (Rtd)  
28th April, 2020 
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PROFIT AND LOSS 
 

By: Mr. H. Salkeld of Chippenham 
 

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36,37) 

 

Here are two searching questions put forth by the Lord Jesus Christ when He was here 
on earth, questions that are relevant to every age and generation – and which call for 
serious consideration. 
 

It was as though the Lord held up the balances of the sanctuary with “the whole world” 
on the one side and one immortal soul on the other, and that scale far outweighing the 
first.  The carnal mind of fallen man would never for a moment entertain such a 
thought, but sinners made wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus, gladly and 
humbly receive this vital truth as to the infinite value of one immortal soul.  These are 
ready to say, 

 

“If ever my poor soul be saved, 
‘Tis Christ must be the way.” 

 

Left to ourselves, and devoid of Divine grace, we should go on seeking to gain the 
things of this time state – even, if possible, “the whole world” – and that at the expense 
of our never-dying soul. 
 

What a striking parable of Jesus Christ is that recorded in Luke chapter twelve, so 
closely related to our subject: “And He spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground 
of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: and he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This 
will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou has 
provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 
 

If we were to be weighed in such balances as these, should we be found wanting, as 
was King Belshazzar in the time of Daniel? 
 

Then said Jesus on another occasion: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.”  Where, then, is yours and mine? 
 

The Apostle Paul in his unregenerate days evidently considered many things as profit 
and gain to him, such as his Jewish upbringing, his name and family and that he was a 
Pharisee of the Pharisees – and a zealous persecutor of the despised Christians.  
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“But,” said he, “what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him” (Phil. 3:7-9).  Having now had his 
eyes opened and his heart touched by Divine grace, he recognised the infinite 
disparity between earthly, material gain and a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, the 
sinners’ Friend.  Now he could say, 

 

“All earthly good I count but loss, 
 And triumph in my Saviour’s cross.” 

 

When we read the Word of God under the gracious influence of the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, then we read to profit and to the benefit, we humbly trust, of our never-
dying souls;  but on the other hand, if for a season the Lord should withdraw Himself 
because of our backsliding hearts and lay His chastening rod upon us, then indeed 
we suffer loss – and under the exercise of God-given faith the cry to God will surely 
be for restoration and His pardoning mercy in Christ Jesus.  
 

Let us now come back to our first question: “What shall it profit a man?”  If the man in 
question is one who fears God, it will surely be a case of what is truly profitable both 
for time and eternity.  All that the world calls good and great, however powerful the 
lure and attraction, will never satisfy a hungry, needy sinner.  It will then be, “Give me 
Christ or else I die.” 
 

In the course of life’s journey through the wilderness world, the people of God often 
live to prove that those things which are painful to flesh and blood – the 
disappointments, trials and seeming set-backs – are yet, under God, full of profit to 
the soul, with gracious teaching and with humbling lessons, to overturn pride and 
vainglory.  
 

“Whatsoe’er afflictions seize us, 
They shall profit, if not please; 
But defend, defend us, Jesus, 
From security and ease.” 

 

What a very true and lively description the Apostle Paul gives of every true believer: 
“As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things” (2 Cor. 6:9,10)!  If we are found within the 
compass of these words, then happy are we, even though now unknown, feelingly 
dying, chastened and sorrowful, poor and having nothing, and yet withal, enriched 
through a precious Christ, that we “through His poverty might be rich.” 
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News and Current Affairs 

A God Who Makes Sense 
 Editorial, by Dr. Napier Malcolm in British Church Newspaper – 8 May, 2020    

We read endless articles about coronavirus, but they say nothing about God unless 
written by Christians.  Why?  
 

It is partly atheism calling itself by the nicer name of ‘secularism’.  It is partly the 
convention that a gentleman does not talk about religion in the Mess. 
 

But there is more.  The world is not angry with God, it just cannot fit Him into the picture.  
 

As we have said before, they have been taught by the religious experts that God is 
love, love, love, only love and loves everyone always unconditionally.  But where is this 
loving God in a terrible coronavirus pandemic?  Is He in control of events?  Frankly, is He 
part of the real world?  Or is He just a lovely thought? 
 

The fundamental attribute of God, as revealed in the Bible, is holiness.  
 

This holiness is expressed as infinite love for everything He has made, but also expressed 
as infinite wrath where His laws which are so necessary to human happiness are defied.  
 

God may express both love and wrath in the same situation as with the coronavirus 
pandemic, in which He has tempered wrath with mercy.  
 

Here we have a God who makes sense of the world, a Holy God, blending love and 
wrath, quite unlike the hand-made god of fashionable religion. 
 

Our country needs to be shown a Holy God as distinct from this god created by religious 
experts seeking popularity for themselves.  We cannot afford casually to ignore Him, His 
Word and His laws.  Then what are we to say to churches who have created ‘safe 
spaces’ [ Ed - For LGBTs ]  where people will feel safe from being reminded of God’s 
laws? 
 

We think of the Seraphims seen by Isaiah around the throne, hiding their faces from a 
holy God and crying one to another, not love, love, love, as the modern theologians 
would have it, but Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts (Isaiah 6:3).  
 

That is the God of the Bible, a Holy God, a God of infinite love and infinite wrath.  The 
message of the Seraphims must be our message too to a hopelessly confused world.  At 
least it makes sense.  
 

Where better is God’s holiness expressed than in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross?  There, 
“mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other” (Psalm 
85:10). 
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The BBC Teaches Children There Are More Than A Hundred Genders  
Professor Arthur Noble in a letter to the Christian Press.   

The BBC, once a paragon of responsibility, virtue, truth and patriotism, continues its 
downward spiral into moral and spiritual degeneracy. The part of its “Teach” video 
programme series aimed at ‘educating’ primary school pupils aged 9 – 12 in British 
schools is actually brainwashing them with the lie that 
there are ‘over 100, if not more, gender identities 
now’. “Teach” is part of the official ‘support material’ 
for the PHSE (Personal, Social and Health Education) 
curriculum in the UK and our licence fee is paying for 

this trash.  

Telegraph columnist Celia Walden has written a 
scathing review of what she rightly calls this 
‘obnoxious nonsense’, this ‘propagation of 
misinformation’ which is ‘wilfully warping children’s 
minds’.  She accuses the BBC of ‘betraying its journalistic duty to deal not in fads, but in 
facts’ and of contributing to making the new generation of children ‘as self-obsessed as 
the supposed grown-ups’.  Self-expression, she regrets, no longer means ‘appreciating 
individuality and producing something of wider cultural value’ but of ‘folding in on 
yourself and behaving in an unashamedly selfish way’.  Her strong denunciation of the 
BBC  ends with a warning that is likely to leave us with ‘a generation of lost, confused 
and angry young adults’ asking a question which we will find very difficult to answer: 

“How did you let this happen?” 

Besides making a complete fool of itself by promoting unscientific fact, the BBC has 
become a major tool of left-wing, anti-social, anti-British and anti-Christian propaganda.  
The danger is that if this interference in the education of our children is allowed to 
continue unchallenged and unchecked, it will destroy traditional family and social life.  

Biblical teaching on judicial punishment upheld in BBC television debate 
by Pastor Peter Simpson, Penn Free Methodist Church,  
for British Church Newspaper – 8 May, 2020    

On March 8th, the BBC broadcast their regular discussion programme on moral issues, 
“The Big Questions”, and the subject was: ‘Should we put redemption for prisoners before 
retribution?’ 
 

One of the panellists was Mark Mullins (CW Committee Member), who is both a 
practising criminal barrister and a Pastor in London’s East End at the Strangers’ Rest 
Evangelical Church.  The BBC presenter was Nicky Campbell. 
 

Viewers were advised that 62% of offenders sentenced to less than 12 months’ 
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imprisonment re-offend within a year.  The cost of keeping a single prisoner in England 
and Wales is £41,136.  Therefore, surely prison is both expensive and ineffective and, 
therefore, other options need to be considered to deal with criminals.  
 

Another panellist was Steve Chalke, Baptist Minister, social activist and founder of the 
Oasis Charitable Trust.  He claimed that the existing youth justice system does not work, 
because it does not bring 
about the healing of 
offenders.  In other words, he 
was arguing against a 
punitive and retributive 
approach in the sentencing of 
young offenders, who had 
inevitably been abused and 
neglected in their lives.  Mr. 
Chalke was thus contending 
for the classic liberal 
approach that crime is 
essentially a result of a 
disadvantaged environment and 
poor personal circumstances.  
 

Vicki Cardwell, the CEO of ‘Spark Inside’, an organisation which runs coaching 
programmes in prisons to encourage rehabilitation and to reduce re-offending, stated 
that the retribution model of dealing with offenders only had limited effect, arguing that 
2/3 of young people who come out of prison re-offend within a year. 
 

To stimulate the debate, presenter Nicky Campbell also suggested that if criminals are 
simply put in prison as a punishment, they may end up becoming brutalised.  
 

In response, Mark Mullins stated that in order to approach the issue of prison sentences 
from a Biblical perspective, it must be acknowledged that, as important as the virtues of 
compassion and forgiveness are, they do not represent the sum of Christ’s message.  For 
example, He plainly does not forgive those who are not repentant.  Punishment must be 
a primary element in dealing with serious offenders because God’s merciful nature does 
not mean that He just overlooks His justice.  
 

In this context, the Christian barrister also defended the Biblical ordinance of capital 
punishment for murder.  In opposition to this stance, it was argued that capital punishment 
removes any opportunity for redemption.  Pastor Mullins denied this, arguing that John 
Wesley, for example, would preach to condemned men in prison and even on their way 
to the gallows.  Furthermore, the repentant thief on the cross is clear evidence of the 
possibility of redemption for the judicially condemned and it is significant that that same 
thief stated that he deserved the justice which he was undergoing.  
Presenter, Nicky Campbell, further challenged the London Pastor with “Why not wait for 
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the final judgement rather than carry out capital punishment?”  Pastor Mullins responded 
that the Biblical ordinance prepares people for the final judgement and also makes 
known both to the offender and to society the seriousness of the crime committed.  
Furthermore, retribution must be an important element in imprisoning offenders - and it 
will lead to less re-offending.   
 

Pastor Mullins was supported in this contention by the solicitor, Ayesha Nayyar, who 
stated that a difficult personal and social background is not an excuse for committing 
crime and that prison must act as both a punishment and a deterrent. 
 

It was encouraging to hear the expression of a clear Biblical position on this widely-
watched TV debate.  

WHO hostile to Christian Faith  
Article in English Churchman, 8 & 15 May, 2020 

We [English Churchman] asked retired GP and Public Health Director, our friend Ted 
Williams: 
 

“Is it true that the World Health Organisation (WHO) is mainly concerned with the 
promotion of abortion and homosexuality?  Does it have anything good going for it?” 
 

Dr. Williams replied: 
 

“The WHO is an ungodly organisation given over to secular humanism.  It is extremely 
hostile to the Biblical view of marriage, the family and sexual conduct.  It promotes 
abortion services around the world.  It promotes the most licentious, amoral view of sex 
education, working closely with the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 
and family planning associations around the world.  It rejects the Biblical view of the 
family of father and mother in favour of any group of individuals living together.  It 
openly promotes the LGBT agenda.  In a word, it is a wicked organisation, deeply hostile 
to the Christian faith.  Sadly, some Christian organisations follow WHO advice.” 
 

(CW Editorial Note:  When WHO receives Public funds from the UK, these funds are used 
to: 

• Create and support a curriculum for comprehensive sexuality standards, which 

teaches ‘masturbation’ to children from ages 0 - 4. 

• Promote abortion as a human right and lobby countries to make it legal.  

• Partner with Planned Parenthood and other abortion activists. 

• Support the legalisation of prostitution. 

• Force doctors to perform sex re-assignment surgery on children. 
President Trump has - or is going to - withdraw USA support from WHO.  No doubt that 
will mean the UK will be expected to finance it even more.) 
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The former Marxist President of the US has 
tried to do it.  Others have tried to do it and 
now Francis I, the Pope of Rome, has tried 
the same trick: to connect the coronavirus 
with the myth of ‘climate change’.  It suits the 
one-worlders to connect the two and treat 

them as one – a double whammy of 
supposed irrefutable evidence that poor old 
‘Mother Earth’ is in Big Trouble if we don’t 
all get behind the doomsday prophets and 
surrender our freedoms and our money to 

…well, to them – of course.  
 

When asked by a journalist whether the 
COVID-19 ‘crisis’ was an opportunity for an 
‘ecological conversation’, Francis re-asserted 

his belief that mankind has provoked nature 
by not responding adequately to the 
‘climate crisis’.  “We did not respond to the 
partial catastrophes,” he said.  “Who now 
speaks of the fires in Australia, or 

remembers that a year and a half ago a 
boat could cross the North Pole because the 
glaciers had all melted?  Who speaks now 
of the floods?  I don’t know if [the 
coronavirus is] nature’s revenge, but it is 
certainly nature’s response.” 1 

 

The only correct thing Francis said in the 
paragraph above was, “I don’t know.”  He 
has no clue.  The virus is neither nature’s 
revenge nor even just a response to the 

‘climate change’ myth.  A few little 
points need to be made. Number 
One, the fires in Australia were 
not caused by ‘climate 
change’. Number Two, the 

North Pole glaciers have 
not all melted.   
Number Three, 
floods happen all 

the time, all over the world, every single 
year.  And Number Four: the coronavirus 
isn’t “nature’s response” to human inaction 
over so-called ‘climate change’, unless you 
believe the WHO – and WHO in his right 
mind would?  It originated in a Chinese bio-

weapons facility.  The virus that was created 
there had no idea what was going on in the 
world outside its warm little test tube.  It 
doesn’t have a brain.  It doesn’t think or 
plan.  It didn’t just burst out in a frustrated 

rage as if it was aware of what people 
were supposedly doing to ‘Mother Earth’.  
Again, it doesn’t have a brain.  It didn’t say 
to itself, “Those stupid human beings are not 
listening to poor Mother Earth’s cry of 
distress, so I’m going to burst out of my nice, 

warm lab where people fuss over me and 
give me a lot of attention  and teach those 
earth-destroyers a lesson!”  Did I mention 
that it doesn’t have a brain. 
 

More to the point, although we know Francis 
has a brain, it seems the only time he uses it 
is to conjure up new ways to strengthen his 
power over the world.  He went on: “Today 
I believe we have to slow down our rate of 

production and consumption and to learn to 

FRANCIS’ FOLLY: 
The Coronavirus is Earth Throwing a Tantrum 
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understand and contemplate the natural 
world.”  Amazing – he learned all this from a 

fugitive virus?  A virus escapes from (or is let out 
of) a Chinese lab and somehow manages to 
get a message to the Pope of Rome: “Tell the 
world to slow down its rate of production and 
consumption! Learn to understand and 
contemplate the natural world!  Or else!”  I 

guess this virus is a whole lot smarter than we 
gave it credit for.  It knows things.  It has real 
power.  It’s on a mission to turn silly earthlings 
from their destructive course.  It has turned the 
Roman Pope into its prophet – its voice through 

whom it addresses the masses.  And even 
though there’s absolutely no connection 
between this fugitive virus and the lie of ‘climate 
change’, Francis decides to pass on the 
message anyway.  Never let a good crisis (real 
or fake) go to waste – that’s the maxim he lives 

by.  
 

Just in case the reader thinks I’m reading too 
much into Francis’ folly, this was not the first time 

he had spoken along these lines -  not by a 
long shot.  
 

In December, 2019, he said that natural 
disasters are nature’s way of sounding an 

alarm to us.  “They are alarm signals that 
creation sends us, which summon us to 

immediately take 
effective decisions to 
safeguard our 
common home.”  

Note the deity-like 
attributes ascribed 
to ‘Nature’. 
 

And in his now-
famous 
encyclical on 

the 
environment, 

he wrote 
that the 
earth 

“now cries out to us because of the 
harm we have inflicted on her by our 

irresponsible use and abuse of the 
goods with which God has endowed 
her.  We have come to see ourselves as 
her lords and masters, entitled to 
plunder her at will.”  Her?  Francis 
speaks of the earth as a living goddess.  

He sounds just like every nature-
worshipping pantheist worldwide.  
Indeed, he wrote in his encyclical, “Let 
us also learn to listen to indigenous 
peoples, whose age-old wisdom can 

teach us how to live in a better 
relationship with the environment.”  He 
went on to state that loss of bio-
diversity and economic inequality “have 
caused Sister Earth….to cry out, 
pleading that we take another course.” 
 

Another pearl of (literally) worldly 
wisdom from the Papal Antichrist: “Let 
us make an effort to change and to 

adopt more simple and respectful life-
styles!” 
 

This from the man who sits at the head 

of the wealthiest religio-political 
institution on the face of the earth.  A 
man whose every need is immediately 
catered for by any number of other 
servile human beings and who, despite 
his reputation for being a simple man, is 

anything but that, for he still makes use 
of the many delicious perks of his 
position, jets around the world in luxury, 
with his Cardinals being called “the 
princes of the Church”, ultra-wealthy, 

luxury loving, effeminate creatures who 
have never known a day’s want in their 
lives.  
 

In late March, speaking to another 

journalist, he insisted the coronavirus 
was ‘nature’s cry’ for humans to take 
better care of creation.  Again, note 
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how he constantly personalises nature.  He is 
really something of a pantheist Pope – he sees 

a deity (at least in some fuzzy way) in what he 
has called ‘Sister Mother Earth’, echoing not 
only the earth-worshipping Papist ‘saint’, 
Francis, of yore, but also earth-worshipping 
pagans around the world, for whom he 
cherishes a very special place in his Green and 

Red heart.  For him the earth is a living being 
and thus essentially a goddess of some sort, to 
be reverenced and served lest she rise up in 
anger against us.  Professing himself to be wise, 
he has become a fool, changed the truth of 

God into a lie, and worships and serves the 
creature [creation] rather than the Creator 
(Rom. 1:22-25). 
 

When the journalist asked him whether the virus 

was nature’s way of taking ‘revenge’ on 
humanity, Francis replied: “Fires, earthquakes… 
nature is throwing a tantrum so that we will 
take care of her.”1  Say what?  ‘Sister Mother 
Earth’ throws tantrums?  What sort of petulant 

goddess is she?  And while we’re at it, if the 
earth really is our mother and a deity in her 
own right, why can’t she take care of herself?  
Why does she have to throw tantrums like a 
naughty child until we coddle her? 
 

But then again, this earth-worship comes from a 
man who heads up a religion which teaches 
that a priest has the power to turn a piece of 
bread into God.  So, anything goes.  
 

And then came Earth Day 2020. 
 

Never mind that Earth Day is an absolute farce.  
Never mind that it is nothing but the Reds, 

fobbing themselves off as Greens, seeking 
even greater world control.  Never mind that 
Ira Einhorn, the self-described co-founder of 
Earth Day, not only beat and murdered his ex-
girlfriend but also composted her body, stuffed 

it into a trunk that had been packed with 
Styrofoam, air fresheners and newspapers, 
and kept the partially mummified body in a 
closet in his home.2  Never mind all these things.  

The pantheist Pope, along with so many 
other deluded leaders across the earth, 

promotes Earth Day and spouts pagan 
environmentalist nonsense as if it was 
part of the Gospel. 
 

This year he outdid himself, calling for 

the protection of the world’s 
environment and – again – tying the 
perceived lack thereof to the 
coronavirus outbreak.  Let’s break 
down some of the key points in his 
speech for Earth Day: 
 

“In today’s celebration of Earth Day, 
we are called to renew our sense of 
sacred respect for the earth, for it is not 

just our home but also God’s home,” he 
said.3 

 

God’s home?  Really?  Where did he 
read that in the Bible?  He didn’t, 

because he doesn’t believe the Bible.  
But this is what it really says: “Howbeit 
the most High dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands; as saith the prophet, 
Heaven is my throne, and earth is my 
footstool” (Acts 7:48,49; see also Is. 

66:1).  Ever hear of anyone living in a 
footstool?  Francis’ god is very evidently 
not the sovereign and true God of the 
Bible….we knew that already. 
 

By using the word ‘sacred’, Francis 
attached a religious dimension to the 
respect he claimed we should all give 
to the earth.  This is because he deifies 
the earth.  This was further confirmed 

by his next words – that renewing our 
“sacred respect” for the earth “should 
make us all the more aware that we 
stand on holy ground!” When Moses 
went to look at the burning bush, God 

said to him, “Draw not nigh hither: put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground” (Ex. 3:5).  It was not the whole 
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earth, but only that place and only for that 
time, that was declared holy ground.  If the 

whole earth is holy ground as Francis claims, 
then we should all be walking barefooted, 
everywhere, all the time.  Francis himself should 
take off his own shoes and set the example for 
the rest of us.  But will he?  No, we didn’t think 
so.  
 

He said the virus had shown that some 
challenges need to be met with a global 
response.  “We see these natural tragedies, 
which are the earth’s response to our 

maltreatment,” he said.  “I think that if I ask the 
Lord now what He thinks about this, I don’t think 
He would say it is a very good thing.  It is we 
who have ruined the work of God.”  “We have 
sinned against the earth, against our neighbour 

and – in the end – against our Creator.”4 

 

Wait a minute: we’ve sinned against the earth?  
David, even when he committed adultery with 
Bathsheba, said in prayer to God, “Against 

Thee, Thee only, have I sinned” (Psa. 51:4); firstly 
because his sin against God was far greater, 
comparatively, than against another human 
being; and secondly because, even when sin is 
committed against another human being, it is 

first and foremost committed against God, for 
it is defined as “the transgression of [God’s] 
law” (1 Jn. 3:4), and is thus a transgression 
against the Lawgiver Himself.  When we sin, 
we sin against God first and foremost and 
against our fellow-men very often as well; but 

nowhere do we read in the Bible of sinning 
against the earth.  This is Francis’ fantasy, for 
the Papal Antichrist deifies “Mother Earth”; but 
we cannot sin against the earth, because it isn’t 
alive.  It is not a moral being.  
 

But again: if the earth really is a goddess, she 
sure is weak and powerless, isn’t she?  By his 
own admission, mankind has failed to care for 

the earth – but isn’t it supposed to be 
the other way round?  If the earth is a 

goddess, she should be caring for 
mankind, not mankind for her!  This is 
absolutely no different, in essence, from 
the idols of the heathen, which cannot 
speak, see, hear, smell, do anything – 
and yet men worship them (Psa. 115:2-

8). And yet this “Mother Earth”, this 
supposed terrestrial goddess, which is 
so powerless to supposedly prevent its 
own destruction, will, Francis assured us 
all, respond in a “very ugly” manner 

towards all us wicked little earth-
destroyers!  He said: “The earth does 
not forgive: if we have spoiled the 
earth, its response will be very ugly”. 5 

 

So let’s get this straight: the great earth-
goddess can’t protect herself from puny 
men treating her badly, but she can 
somehow wreak vengeance on them 
for doing so?  One would think it was 

really very obvious that if she can’t do 
the one, she can’t do the other.  And 
surely being such an unforgiving 
monster, she doesn’t deserve our 
worship anyway? 
 

But, of course, the earth is not a 
goddess, it is not a living being and it 
can do nothing.  The Lord alone is God 
and He alone is to be worshipped.  As 
for the earth: “In the beginning God 

created the Heaven and the earth” (Gen. 
1:1); “the earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof” (1 Cor. 10:26). 
 

Oh, and one last thing: “the earth also 

and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10).  A dismal end 
for a goddess, one would think.  

1Breitbart, 9 April 2020.  “Pope Francis Says Pandemic is ‘Nature’s Response’ to Human Inaction over Climate Change.”  www.breitbart.com 
2WND, April 22, 2020. “Earth Day Co-Founder Killed Girlfriend, ’Composted’ Her ‘Mummified’ Body.” www.wnd.com 
3Zenit org, April 22, 2020. “Pope at General Audience: This 50th Earth Day, We Must Renew Sacred Respect for the Earth.” https://zenit.org. 
4Reuters, April 22, 2020. “On Earth Day, Pope Francis Says Nature will Not Forgive Our Trespasses.” 
5Breitbart, 23 April, 2020. “Pope Francis: The Earth Does Not Forgive, Expect an ‘Ugly’ Response.” www.breitbart.com  
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“And when they were alone, He expounded all 
things to His disciples.” 

(Mark 4:34) 
   

By:  J. C. Philpot 
 

What is the exact meaning of the word disciple?  It means properly a learner, one 
who is under a teacher, whose submissive and devoted pupil he has become – and 
from whom he receives continual instruction.  And thus a disciple of Christ is one who 
is admitted by the Lord Jesus into His school, whom He Himself condescends 
personally to instruct and who, therefore, learns of Him to be meek and lowly of 
heart.   
 
A disciple of Jesus is one who sits meekly at the Redeemer’s feet, receiving into his 
heart the gracious words which fall from His lips.  This was Mary’s happy posture, 
whom the Lord commended for choosing the better part.  Such is also the posture of 
all the saints of God, according to the ancient declaration, “Yea, He loved the 
people; all His saints are in Thy hand; and they sat down at Thy feet, every one shall 
receive of Thy words” (Deut. 33:3).  But a true and sincere disciple not only listens to 
his Master’s instructions, but acts as He bids.   
 
So, a disciple of Jesus is one who copies his Master’s example and is conformed to 
his Master’s image.  A sincere disciple is also characterised by the love which he 
bears to his Master; so a disciple of Jesus is one who treasures up the words of 
Christ in his heart, ponders over His precious promises and delights in His glorious 
Person, love and blood.  A disciple of Jesus is one who bears some reflection to the 
image of his Heavenly Master; he carries it about with him wherever he goes, that 
men may take knowledge of him that he has been with Jesus; and - as when Moses 
came down from the mount his face shone from the reflection of the Heavenly glory 
which had streamed upon his countenance - so does the true disciple shine before 
men with some sparkles of the glory of the Son of God.   
 
To have some of these Divine features stamped upon the heart, lip and life is to be 
a disciple of Jesus.  To be much with Jesus is to be made like unto Jesus; to sit at 
Jesus’ feet is to drink in Jesus’ words; to lean upon Jesus’ breast is to feel the warm 
heart of Jesus pulsating with love; and to feel this pulsation, causes the heart of the 
disciple to beat in tender and affectionate unison; to look up to Jesus, is to see a 
face more marred than the sons of men, yet a face beaming with Heavenly 
beauty, dignity and glory.   
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To be a disciple, then, of Jesus, is to copy His example; to do the things pleasing in 
His sight; and to avoid the things which He abhors.  To be a disciple of Jesus is to be 
meek as He was; humble as He was; lowly as He was; self-denying as  He was; 
separate from the world as He was; living a life of communion with God, as He 
lived when He walked here below.  
 
To take a worm of the earth and make him a disciple of Jesus is the greatest 
privilege God can bestow upon man.  To select an obstinate, ungodly, perverse 
rebel and place him in the school of Christ and at the feet of Jesus, is the highest 
favour God can bestow upon any child of the dust.  How unsurpassingly great must 
be that kindness whereby the Lord condescends to bestow His grace on an alien 
and an enemy and to soften and meeken him by His Spirit – and thus cause him to 
grow up into the image and likeness of His own dear Son.  What are earthly 
honours and titles when compared with the favour thus conferred upon those whose 
foundation is in the dust?  Compared with this high privilege, all earthly honours, 
stars and garters, titles and robes, sink into utter insignificance. 
 

From: Ears from Harvested Sheaves 
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COMFORT FOR CHRISTIANS 
 

By: A. W. Pink 
 

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

(2 Corinthians 4:17) 
 

These words supply us with a reason why we should not faint under trials, nor be 
overwhelmed by misfortunes.  They teach us to look at the trials of time in the light 
of eternity.  They affirm that the present buffetings of the Christian exercise a 
beneficent effect on the inner man.  If these truths were firmly grasped by faith, 
they would mitigate much of the bitterness of our sorrows. 
 
“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment” - Affliction is the common lot of 
human existence: “Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7).  This 
is part of the entail of sin.  It is not meet that a fallen creature should be perfectly 
happy in his sins.  Nor are the children of God exempted: “Through much 
tribulation we must enter into the Kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).  By a hard and   
rugged road does God lead us to glory and immortality.  
 
Our affliction is “light”.  Afflictions are not light in themselves, for oftentimes they 
are heavy and grievous; but they are light comparatively!  They are light when 
compared with what we really deserve.  They are light when compared to the 
sufferings of the Lord Jesus.  But perhaps their real lightness is best seen by 
comparing them with the weight of glory which is awaiting us.  As said the same 
Apostle in another place - “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 
8:18).  
 
“Which is but for a moment” - Should our afflictions continue a whole lifetime, and 
that life be equal in duration to Methuselah’s, yet it is momentary if compared with 
the eternity which is before us.  At most our affliction is but for this present life, 
which is a vapour that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  O that 
God would enable us to examine our trials in their true perspective.   
 
Note now the connection between the two.  Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment “worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”.  The 
present is influencing the future.  It is not for us to reason and philosophise about 
this, but to take God at His word and believe it.  Experience, feelings, observation 
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of others, may seem to deny this fact.  Ofttimes afflictions appear only to sour us 
and make us more rebellious and discontented;  but let it be remembered that 
afflictions are not sent by God for the purifying of the flesh: they are designed 
for the benefit of the ‘new man’.  Moreover, afflictions help to prepare us for the 
glory hereafter.  Affliction draws away our heart from the love of the world; it 
makes us long more and more for the time when we shall be translated from this 
scene of sin and sorrow; it will enable us to appreciate (by way of contrast) the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him. 
 
Here then is what faith is invited to do: to place in one scale the present affliction 
and, in the other, the eternal glory.  Are they worthy to be compared?  No 
indeed.  One second of glory will more than counter-balance a whole lifetime of 
suffering.  What are years of toil, of sickness, of battling against poverty, of 
persecution, yea, of a martyr’s death, when weighed against the pleasures at 
God’s right hand, which are for evermore?  One breath of Paradise will 
extinguish all the adverse winds of earth.  One day in the Father’s house will 
more than counter-balance the years we have spent in this dreary wilderness.   
 
May God grant unto us that faith which will enable us to anticipatively lay hold 
of the future and live in the present enjoyment of it.  
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