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“THINGS THAT ACCOMPANY SALVATION” 

Hebrews 6:9 
 

Let us enquire: what are they?  Do we possess them?   
 
Spiritual life: evidenced by conviction of sin, hatred to sin, crying to God for 
deliverance from sin, groaning under the weight of the body of sin and death.  
A tender conscience: which trembles at sin and feels deeply for God’s glory.  
A filial fear of God: lest we should dishonour His Name, disgrace His cause 
and grieve His love.  An anxiety and deep-rooted concern for holiness: both in 
the heart and the life. Contrition or brokenness of heart for sin: accompanied 
with holy mourning before God.  Fervour in devotion: or grieving when it is not 
so.   
 
A jealousy of self: as to our sincerity and uprightness of intention, lest we should 
be led astray by the corruptions which are within.  A chaste conversation 
coupled with fear.  Diligence in the means of grace.  Searching the Scriptures 
to ascertain our real state and condition; and what is the Lord’s will and our 
duty.  An increasing discovery of our own weakness, imperfection, and misery.  
 
He that has these things shall never finally fall.  
  

James Smith 
The Believer’s Daily Remembrancer 

  

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian Watch 
but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)  
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Dear Friends,   
 
Greetings once again in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
 
2 Samuel 22:29-33 reads as follows: 
 
“For Thou art my Lamp, O Lord: and the Lord will lighten my darkness.  For by Thee I have 
run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall.  As for God, His Way is 
perfect; the Word of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all them that trust in Him.  For Who 
is God, save the Lord?  And who is a Rock, save our God?  God is my strength and power: 
and He maketh my way perfect.” 
 
As the summer months begin to disappear and the dark nights creep in, we rejoice that 
our God is our Spiritual Light and that we can say with the Psalmist that “the Lord will 
lighten my darkness.” There is none like God – and His Ways are perfect. 
 
We are living in a society today that has little time for our Creator God and His Word. 
No matter where you look, the headlines continue to tell stories of great difficulties.  It can 
be discouraging, even depressing.  So what should we do? 
 
As always, we should turn to God’s Word and focus on what our Lord has to say and 
what He wants to teach us.  Nothing (and I repeat, nothing) that is happening takes Him 
by surprise, whether it is Black Lives Matter, transgenderism, relationships and sex 
education, same-sex marriage, Covid-19 and so on.  In John 16:33 – not long before 
our Lord was arrested, mocked, beaten and crucified, He shared these words with His 
disciples: 
 

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
 
Tribulation – this comes in all forms – from a worldwide pandemic to civil unrest and, 
indeed, to our own personal struggles concerning finances, health and family 
relationships.  
 
Our Saviour says – “be of good cheer” - because He has “overcome the world.”  What a 
wonderful promise that is for you and me to hold on to – especially when the troubles 
seem to outweigh everything else. 
 
James Renwick – the last of the Scottish Covenanter martyrs, who died on the scaffold on 
17th February, 1688 at the young age of 26, said this: 
 

September 2020 



 

 

5

 

Ian Henderson  

“Do not fear mortals (Luke 12:4) 
 Do not fear reproach (Psalm 31:20) 
 Do not fear lack of provision (Ps. 34:10 & Deut. 8:15-16) 
 Do not fear lack of spiritual food (Isa. 41:17-18 & Prov. 10:3) 
 Do not fear upheaval (Psalm 46:2) 
 Do not fear death (Psalm 48:14) 
 Do not fear Hell (Romans 8:38-39).” 

 
The believer’s journey lies through an enemy’s land.  Its course is lined with tribulation.  
His pilgrimage is exhausting and wearing.  It is rendered more trying by his own 
weakness - and the inward conflict; but it is the only way to the city of habitation.  It 
leads to the rest and inheritance promised – and the Lord always accompanies His 
saints, His holy ones.  He preserves them from being overcome; He preserves them from 
being driven back when buffeted by Satan; He preserves them with a watchful eye, a 
powerful arm and a loving heart.  My friends, look back and see how He has 
preserved you – and look forward and trust Him to preserve you in all time to come. 
  

The saints at all times are secure 
In Jesus’ everlasting love; 

Through Him they shall all storms endure, 
And with Him reign enthroned above. 

 
In closing, may I ask for your prayers for our Treasurer, Marcus Brockes.  Marcus has 
been involved with Christian Watch from the very outset in 2001, becoming Treasurer in 
December of that year. He has suffered a stroke and is currently detained in hospital.  
Please pray that the Lord would bless both Marcus and his wife with His Presence at this 
difficult time. 
 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
The United Protestant Council (of which Christian Watch are a member organisation) 
have announced that the bi-Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, 7th November, 
2020 at St. John’s Wood Road Baptist Church in London has – in view of the uncertain 
situation with Covid-19 -  been cancelled.   It is hoped to resume as normal in March, 
2021. 
 
Yours in our Saviour’s Name, 
 
 
Ian R. Henderson 
Chairman 
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A LOST CONSENSUS 
The Collapse of Historic Evangelicalism 

 
By:  J. P. Thackway 

(From: Bible League Quarterly: July – September 2020, Issue 482) 
 

“And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out with one consent. 
(1 Samuel 11:7) 

In the above verse, fearing God produced a consensus: the people followed Saul as one 
man in a just cause to defend Israel.  The fear of God usually unites.  There is nothing 
more coalescing than a collective reverence.  Overawed by a sense of God, everything 
else – everyone else – pales before the One in whose presence we are.  Just as “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” so the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
unity. 
 
There used to be this among evangelicals and their churches.  We can call it a ’consensus.’  
Over the essential and central distinctives there was broad agreement.  Most Gospel 
churches, until about the 1970s, had the same precious characteristics that made 
belonging to them a blessing.  However, that tragically has been lost in the 
evangelicalism of the 21st century. 
 
What were these features?  How were they lost?  Will they ever return?  This article 
seeks to show that lying behind these questions is the grace of reverence, or Godly fear: 
it has largely gone from among us; and this is the cause of our lost consensus and the 
comparative absence of God among us today.  To demonstrate this, consider the 
following points. 
 
1.  HOW IT USED TO BE 
The evangelicalism of the past was far different from that 
of today.  We can find a good summary of it in F.J. Harris’ 
booklet Stand Fast for Authentic Evangelicalism, published 
by the Bible League https://www.bibleleaguetrust.org/
publication_type/booklets (Words of Truth No. 7). 
 
Remembering how things were in the 1950s, Pastor Harris 
wrote, 
 
“The strength of the Mission Halls and the Churches which had 
remained untainted by liberalism was faithful preaching, 
prayerfulness, unity and warm fellowship.  It is true that the 
preaching was generally of a devotional nature, but the 

 

https://www.bibleleaguetrust.org/publication_type/booklets
https://www.bibleleaguetrust.org/publication_type/booklets
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preachers loved the Bible and the Gospel was consistently preached. 
 
There was a popular Protestantism in the Churches, with Rome being everywhere recognised 
as a false Church.  The Authorised Version would be used and holiness of life would be 
promoted.  The Keswick Convention was very popular and many of the best-known 
preachers of the day would regularly speak there.  The particular theology of holiness that 
was characteristic of Keswick would not be that which we would consider wholly Biblical 
today, but many were moved to seek personal holiness and there was a great emphasis on 
missionary work and support.  
 
Apart from the denominational missions, most Missionary Societies would have been soundly 
evangelical, though not usually reformed in doctrine.  In most Mission Halls and Churches 
there was also a thriving Sunday School.  With only one version of the Bible used, the 
memorisation of Bible verses and passages was very much simpler for teachers to organise - 
and many children grew up with Bible verses and passages stored in their memories.” 
 
We might add that the services of worship in those assemblies were characterised by 
reverence.  The hymns, prayers, sermons and, afterwards, conversation and fellowship, 
had about them the sense that we were in the presence of a holy and gracious God.  
Although church gatherings differed according to denominational persuasion – and many 
un-denominational – the common factor was a pleasing and edifying ethos that was 
godly. 
 
A.W. Tozer (who died in 1963) has also summed up this lost element.  Writing in his day, 
as if to predict our time, he said: 
 
“Worship is the missing jewel in evangelical circles!  It is certainly true that hardly anything is 
missing from our churches these days – except the most important thing.  We are missing 
the genuine and sacred offering of ourselves and our worship to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  The presence of God in our midst – bringing a sense of Godly fear and 
reverence – this is largely missing today.”  
 
We are not suggesting that all was perfect in the evangelicalism of the past.  This was 
not the case.  However, much was to be cherished and it did mean that Christians on 
holiday could, in most towns and villages, find a church that would be a ‘home from 
home’ for soundness and blessing;  and, if believers moved, there would usually be a 
range of options when first considering a new spiritual home.  How different today, when 
many Christians must travel long distances to find a suitable church to which they can 
belong.  
 
2.  THE MATTERS ON WHICH EVANGELICALS WERE AGREED. 
Essentially, of course, it is ever the Gospel, with Christ’s Person and work at its heart.  He 
is “all and in all” and has made true believers “all one” (Col. 3:11; Gal. 3:28).  As 
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Wesley put it - 
 
  Touched by the loadstone of Thy love, 
  Let all our hearts agree; 
  And ever toward each other move, 
  And ever toward Thee. 
 
However, there were also elements in church practice that were hardly ever questioned.  
Among these were:  
 
(a)  The authority of Scripture. 
Instinctively, “chapter and verse” proved a point of doctrine or conduct.  Bible literacy 
was quite high - and God’s Word was the final court of appeal to settle matters.  The 
Bible used was the Authorised (King James) Version.  Some other translations were 
around, like the Revised Standard Version, New English Bible, Amplified Bible, New 
American Standard Version – but these were used for reference and comparison, not 
regarded as serious replacements.  It is curious that older men who today mock the AV 
were themselves converted through that Bible and grew up as Christians on it.  
 
Nowadays, a glut of modern Bible translations has appeared, proving more financially 
lucrative for the publishers than spiritually profitable for the readers.  These have had a 
diluting effect rather than establishing believers in their holy faith.  Paraphrased versions, 
like the New Living Translation (formerly Living Bible), interpret God’s Word instead of 
translating it.  ‘Dynamic equivalence’ versions, such as the New International Version, give 
thought-by-thought rendering of the original rather than word-for-word.  The current 
favourite of the Reformed, the English Standard Version, is around one-third shorter than 
the AV, thus taking away from God’s Word.  Even the New King James Version, which 
claims to be based on the New Testament Received Text, has footnotes that cast doubt 
on the authenticity and preservation of 
these missing portions. 
 
This has had the effect of much less 
“trembling at the word” (Isa. 66:2) and 
the reverence before God that it brings.  
If the Word of God is diluted, the 
authority of it is weakened, the clarity of it 
is diminished and the majesty of it is 
reduced.  Has this playing fast and loose 
with it not grieved the Spirit of God?  Is it 
any wonder that there seems a Divine 
withholding of blessing in our day?   
 
Moreover, a precious consensus is lost 
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when the Authorised Version is not the one Bible a congregation uses.  As the preacher 
quotes verses and passages, the welcome rustle of pages shows that the hearers are with 
him in the Lord’s message.  A variety of Bible translations, on the other hand, means 
verses or passages will read and sound different.  Often, Bibles stay closed because it is 
just not worth the effort of finding places in it which read in a variety of ways.  
Sometimes, worshippers do not even bring Bibles at all - and churches end up with less of 
God’s Word altogether! 
 
(b) Reverence in worship. 
Knowing God makes it self-evident that worship is vertical – praise offered to Him for 
His acceptance and glory.  That view prevailed and was shaped by verses of Scripture 
like:  
 

• “Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
Him” (Psalm 33:8). 

• “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about Him” (Psalm 89:7). 

• “Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and Godly 
fear” (Hebrews 12:28). 

• “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him” (Rev. 14:7). 
 
Tozer in his book - Whatever Happened to Worship?  - put his finger on it: 
 
“When we come into this sweet relationship, we are beginning to learn astonished 
reverence, breathless adoration, awesome fascination, lofty admiration of the attributes of 
God and something of the breathless silence that we know when God is near.  
 
You may never have realised it before, but all of those elements in our perception and 
consciousness of the Divine Presence add up to what the Bible calls ‘the fear of God’.” 
 
Like Jacob, true worship will always have about it the sense that, “this is none other but 
the House of God, and this is the gate of Heaven” (Gen. 28:17; cf. 1 Cor. 14:25) -  and 
this was not thought a strange but a welcome thing.  It seems foreign today.  
 
(c) Separation from the world. 
“The world” in the old evangelicalism was the next most dangerous enemy after the 
devil.  Our forebears saw it as everybody who was not a Christian being in organised 
rebellion against God.  By its sin, the world could easily contaminate believers who were 
“delivered from this present evil world” (Gal. 1:4).  Therefore, warnings were frequent - 
and believers were careful in their walk with God through it.  There was the danger of 
listening to it (Ps. 1:1), likeness to it (Rom. 12:2), and loving it (1 Jn. 2:15). 
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To prevent this, the Word was our directory for life and living and the Holy Spirit our 
enabling to live out a truly Christian life.  Such scrupulosity is now thought quaint and 
outdated.  So many sermons and writings are devoted to assuring us of what we can do 
now, rather than what we should not do. In the rush to convince the world that we are 
normal and ordinary people we have, I fear, forgotten what it is to be extraordinary 
and “peculiar people” (Titus 2:14)  and the world becomes convinced that there is not 
much difference after all.  This virtual denial of true discipleship has made many other 
“disciples” in its image; whether they are real disciples is another matter (Jn. 2:23-25; 
8:31).  
 
 
3.  THE MISSING FACTOR 
The various factors that have contributed to the collapse of the evangelicalism of a 
generation or two ago all stem from one cause: the loss of the fear of God.  Tozer once 
wrote about “the psychology of sin” and said: “When men no longer fear God, they 
transgress His laws without hesitation.  The fear of consequences is no deterrent when the 
fear of God is gone.” 
 
Although this is absolutely true of the ungodly (Ps. 36:1), it can be largely true of 
believers.  Nehemiah said that Godly fear kept him from the sins of past Governors of 
Jerusalem (Neh. 5:15) – implying that without it he, too, would have been as bad.  
 
What is this fear of the Lord?  It is known as “filial fear,” which is about being a son or 
daughter and the respect due from such.  God through Malachi reminds Israel - “A son 
honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? 
And if I be a master, where is my fear?  saith the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 1:6).  It has two 
blessed effects: 
 
(a) It turns us against our sin. 
Proverbs 16:6 says - “by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.”  This is because we 
know He is there, that He sees everything we do.  It has a gracious, restraining effect, 
and is a sanctifying grace.  When someone suggested to his Puritan friend that he was 
rather “precise,” the rejoinder was, “Sir, I serve a precise God.”  In the fear of God, we 
fear losing the comfort of God’s approval and the leanness of soul that inevitably 
follows.  
 
(b) It moves us to scrupulous obedience. 
The Lord described Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac as, “now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me” (Gen. 22:12).  
Charles Bridges defines it this way: “But what is this fear of the Lord?  It is that affectionate 
reverence, by which the child bends himself humbly and carefully to his Father’s law.”  
Joseph Hart summarised it memorably, 
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  This fear’s the spirit of faith, 
  A confidence that’s strong; 
  An unctuous light to all that’s right, 
  A bar to all that’s wrong.  
 

Applying this to Christian life and living, and to the church’s worship and service, where is 
the evidence of this in the evangelical and Reformed scene of today?  There are 
exceptions, of course, for which we are thankful, but by and large there is a palpable 
absence of the fear of the Lord and its gracious fruits; which is another way of 
bemoaning the absence of historic evangelical consensus.  
 

In professedly evangelical and Reformed churches today, almost anything goes.  This is 
because the default in our worship, if left to ourselves, is “there is no fear of God before 
his eyes” (Ps. 36:1), leading to “every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Judg. 17:6).  The astonishing variety of worship styles and genre abroad today, 
all imported from the degenerate culture of the world, is surely testimony to this!  When 
the church’s view of God is small, these things come in; when she sees God as holy, 
majestic, eternal and glorious, there is the simplicity of Scriptural worship and God is 
glorified.  To a large degree this latter spirit bound evangelical churches together more 
than any organisations could. 
 

Nowadays, the worship is characterised by the praise band, complete with guitars and 
drum-kit – singing songs more redolent of a secular gig than the House of God.  It is 
more a performance than an act of worship.  “Hallowed be Thy Name” is strange. If a 
congregation feared God, could they really offer Him this profanity?  And was it not, in 
better days, this very fear of the Lord that made such things unthinkable?  It is as if a 
spiritual coronavirus is among us, infecting one church group after another, to such an 
extent that many Christians count it self-evident that contemporary worship and 
evangelism is the only way.  Even older believers, who should know better, have 
succumbed.  
 

We can visit the websites of churches founded in the 18th and 19th centuries which are 
associated with revered names.  Although the current Minister and members glory in their 
church’s past associated with those names, yet to see what is done there now beggars 
belief.  One such had a picture of the present Minister dressed in a costume and wig, in 
the middle of a small orchestra, obviously play-acting something to do with Easter!  The 
well-known 18th century Minister of that church would turn in his grave to see this!  And if 
he were alive, he would undoubtedly cry out, “Take these things hence” (Jn. 2:16).  Yet, 
the impression is given on the website that the church is still in that Godly and Reformed 
tradition! 
 

The advocates of this would allege that the sober, word-centred approach to worship 
and evangelism was appropriate in the 18th century,  but we are in the 21st century and 
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must “walk the old paths in new shoes” or “reboot the Reformation.”  The fallacy of this 
reasoning can be seen if we consider certain essential things that have never changed.  
 

(a) Man’s heart is the same. 
Ruin by the fall is only ever remedied by redemption and regeneration.  
 

(b) God’s Word is the same. 
It “liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23).  It is the converting instrument God has 
ordained and used, either preached or read.  There was singing and drama in the 
culture of our Lord’s and the Apostles’ time - but no suggestion that they supplement the 
mandate to “preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mk. 16:15; 1 Cor. 1:21).  The same 
unchanging Scripture must regulate worship.  Note that Nehemiah 8:18 “a solemn 
assembly” is in the margin “a restraint,” implying that if we depart from solemnity, we let 
loose its opposite: frivolity and flippancy.  Is not this what we are seeing all around us? 
 

(c) God’s Church is the same. 
To vary or add to Christ’s ordinances is to undermine them and leave his “commanded” 
things (Matt. 28:20).  God’s worship and work must be done in God’s way if there is to 
be God’s blessing.  Who will deny that the church of the 21st century looks vastly 
different from the church of the New Testament? 
 

Godly fear takes these things seriously and results in united adherence and “fellowship in 
the Gospel” (Phil. 1:5).  In rejecting their novelties and innovations, our detractors accuse 
us of being divisive, but we need to ask - who is doing the dividing?  Surely, it is they who, 
in leaving the Biblical and historic ways of our forefathers, create modern trends which 
neither they, nor we, can recognise.  WE have not changed: it is THEY who have 
changed.  They have parted company and gone another way.  We still represent 
historic evangelicalism as it has ever been and see no need to change.  Therefore, surely 
it is those who modernise who are divisive.  Unity and fellowship is not created by 
adapting to worldly trends, but by keeping to “the old paths, where is the good 
way” (Jer. 6:16) – the way of God-fearing submission to God and His Word. 
 

In the light of this, we call upon God’s people everywhere seriously to consider these 
things and, if they are part of the New Evangelical scene, to “come out from among 
them” and come back to the right ways of the Lord.  Let us unitedly pray that God will 
restore to us Biblical and historic evangelicalism at its best - and the recovery of the lost 
consensus.  May we see again the fear of the Lord in Christ’s visible churches and the 
“one consent” in all their worship and witness.  
 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man (Eccles. 12:13). 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). 
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TWO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

From: Matthew Mead  
(1629-1699) 

 
Salvation is not so easy a thing as it is imagined to be.  This is attested by our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself: “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and few there 
be that find it.”  The gate of conversion is a very strait gate and yet every man that 
would be saved eternally must enter in at this strait gate: for salvation is impossible 
without it: “Except a man be born again,” born from above, “he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.” 
 
Not that the gate which leads to life is strait on Christ’s part, or in respect of itself, but it is 
strait in respect of us, on account of our lusts and corruptions.  A needle’s eye is big 
enough for a thread to pass through, but it is a strait passage for a cable.  So it is in this 
case – the gate of conversion is a very strait passage for a carnal, corrupt sinner to go in 
at.  The love of every sin must be laid aside, or he can never enter in at this gate, for it is 
a strait gate.  And when he is in at this strait gate, he meets with a narrow way to walk 
in; so our Lord Christ says, “Narrow is the way that leadeth to life” ; and what way is this, 
but the way of sanctification? “For without holiness no man shall ever see the Lord.” 
 
It is no wonder, then, that our Lord Christ says of life, that “few there be that find it,” when 
the gate is strait and the way narrow that leads to it.  Many pretend to walk in the 
narrow way, but they never entered in at the strait gate; and may pretend to have 
entered in at the strait gate, but they walk not in the narrow way. 
 
Ah, that God would make this an awakening word to sinners that are asleep in sin, 
without the least fear of death, or dread of damnation! 
 
When our Lord Christ told His 
disciples, “One of you shall 
betray Me,” everyone began 
at once to reflect upon himself: 
“Master, is it I?  Master, is it I?” 
So should we do when the Lord 
discovers to us from His Word 
how many there are under the 
profession of religion that are 
but almost Christians; we should 
presently reflect upon our 
hearts, “Lord, is it I?  Is my heart 
unsound?  Am I but almost a 
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Christian?  Have I a form of godliness without the power?” 
 
There are two questions of very great importance which we should, everyone of us, often 
put to ourselves: 
 
What am I? – Where am I?  Indeed, the first thing a man should look at is the question, 
Where am I?  Am I yet in the old root, in old Adam, or am I in the root, Christ Jesus? 
 
There must be a change of state before there can be a change of heart.  If we know not 
where we are, we cannot know what we are; and if we know not what we are, we 
cannot know what we should be.  Let me then, I beseech you, press this upon you that are 
professors.  Try your own hearts; “examine yourselves whether you are in the faith, prove 
your own selves.”  I urge this upon most cogent arguments: 
 
1.  Because many rest in a notion of godliness and outward shows of religion – yet 
remain in their natural state.  Many are hearers of the Word, but not doers of it and so 
deceive their own souls.   He that slights the services of God’s House cannot be a true 
Christian; but yet it is possible a man may own them and profess them and yet be no 
true Christian.  Who would trust to a profession that shall see Judas a disciple, an 
Apostle, a preacher of the Gospel, one that cast our devils, to be cast out himself?  “He is 
not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh: but 
he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit and not in 
the letter, whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 
 
2.  Because errors in the first foundation are very dangerous.  If the foundation be not 
laid in grace in the heart, all our following profession comes to nothing: the house is built 
upon a sandy foundation and, though it may stand for a while, yet “when the floods 
come, and the winds blow and beat upon it, great will be the fall of it.” 
 
3.  Because many are the deceits that our souls are liable to in this case.  There are 
many things like grace that are not grace; now it is the likeness and similitude of things 
that deceives and makes one thing to be taken for another.  Many take gifts for grace, 
common knowledge for saving knowledge; whereas a man may have many gifts and 
yet no grace; great knowledge and yet not Jesus Christ. 
 
Some take an outward belief for saving; whereas a man may believe all the truths of 
the Gospel, all the promises, all the threatenings, all the articles of the creed to be true – 
and yet perish for want of saving grace. 
 
Some take morality and restraining grace for piety and renewing grace; whereas it is 
common to have sin much restrained, where the heart is not renewed. 
 
Some are deceived with a half-work, taking conviction for conversion, reformation for 
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regeneration; we have many mermaid-Christians; or, like Nebuchadnezzar’s image, 
head of gold, feet of clay.  The devil cheats most men by synecdoche [deception], 
putting a part for the whole, partial obedience to some commands for universal 
obedience to all.  Endless are the delusions that Satan fastens upon souls for want of this 
self-search.  It is necessary, therefore, that we try our state, lest we take the shadow for 
the substance.  
 
4.  Satan will try us at one time or other.  He will winnow us and sift us to the bottom; 
and if we are now set in a groundless confidence, it will then end in a comfortless 
despair.  Nay, God Himself will search and try us at the Day of Judgment especially; 
and who can abide that trial that never tries his own heart? 
 
5.  Whatever a man’s state be, whether he be altogether a Christian or not, whether his 
principles be sound or not, yet it is good to examine his own heart.  If he finds his heart 
good, his principles right and sound, this will be a matter of rejoicing.  If he finds his heart 
rotten, his principles false and unsound, the discovery is in order to a renewing.  
 
If a man have a disease upon him and he knows it, he may send to the physician in time; 
but what a sad vexation will it be, not to see the disease till it be past cure!  So for a man 
to be graceless, and not to see it till it be too late, to think himself a Christian when he is 
not – and that he is in the right way to Heaven, when he is in the ready way to Hell and 
yet not know it till a death-bed or the Judgment Day prove his confidence wrong – this is 
the most irrecoverable misery. 
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HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS RESPOND  
TO A HOSTILE CULTURE? 

From:  Reformation Scotland 
www.reformationscotland.org 

 
The recent public burning of a stack of Bibles in Portland, Oregon indicates an increased 
degree of hostility to Christianity. Cultural change is accelerating. Surveys show that the 
majority of those who want to own the Bible’s authority consider their beliefs are now in 
conflict with mainstream culture. We are also all too conscious of ways in which the 
Christian voice and Christian values are being forced out of the public square. Christians 
may be tempted to respond by retreating; whether that is diluting their message or 
seeking to hide. Yet we still need to be salt and light in such a culture and to hold out the 
gospel of hope. How do we do this?  What does it mean for our everyday lives? What 
hope can encourage us in such times? 
 
Living in such a culture is not new for Christians, it is often the norm. It was the context of 
the New Testament. In Philippians 1:27-28, Paul counsels Christians not to be intimidated 
into withdrawing. They should not become less steadfast or bold in their zeal for truth. 
They should not be divided but stand fast together for the gospel. Rather they should live 
lives that adorn the gospel and testify courageously to the truth of God’s Word. 
 
Peter also speaks to Christians about how they could suffer for doing good (1 Peter 
2:20) and be exposed to abuse and insult (1 Peter 4:4 and 14). They must respond by 
living such lives that glorify God and may even bring others to glorify Him.  In this 
updated extract, Alexander Nisbet1 shows how 1 Peter 2:12 can encourage us to live 
for Christ in a hostile culture. Peter stresses the importance of holiness in our outward living 
despite those who may want to slander them as evildoers. This may not just silence them 
but even result in their conversion - and consequently bring much glory to God. 
 
1. THE MORE HOLY OUR LIFE, THE MORE REAL OUR PROFESSION 
 
To the extent that the power of sin is weakened in the heart, there will be beauty and 
loveliness in our outward life. The Apostle has said they must abstain from fleshly lusts (1 
Peter 2:11) and now speaks of honourable conduct before the Gentiles. Christians 
proclaim the praises of God by this, more than by a fair profession or good expressions. 
 
Such honest or honourable conduct is made beautiful and lovely (as the word literally 

1Alexander Nisbet (1623-69) was a Covenanting minister and Bible expositor in and around 
Irvine in Ayrshire.  He was ordained in 1646 and was removed from his church in 1662 for refus-
ing to comply with the re-establishment of Episcopacy.  
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means) to on-lookers. It is made beautiful by the right ordering of all aspects of it in 
duties to God and others (Psalm 50:23). It is also beautified by showing wisdom and 
meekness (James 3:13) in these things but especially by faithfully discharging the duties 
of our particular calling and relations (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; Titus 2:9-10).  The 
Apostle brings in this as a means to attain to manifest the praises of God as he had 
urged previously (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
 
2. THE MORE UNHOLY SOCIETY BECOMES, THE MORE HOLY BELIEVERS MUST 
BECOME 
 
The more wicked the society with whom believers must interact, the more should they be 
stirred up to the pursuit of honourable conduct, either to win or convict others. The Apostle 
urges these Christian Hebrews living among heathen people to pursue holiness of life. 
Sadly, many nominal Christians resemble such Gentiles in living without respect to the law 
of God (Romans 2:14) and pursuing strongly their idols like heathen people (1 
Corinthians 12:2).  They are as unacquainted with the privileges and duties of the 
covenant of grace as heathens are (Ephesians 2:11).  They are also like the heathen, 
often ready to persecute all that do not run to excess in the way that they do (1 Peter 
4:3). 
 
 
3. THE WORLD IS UNWORTHY OF THOSE IT THINKS UNWORTHY OF LIVING IN IT 
 
Those of whom the world is unworthy are often characterised to the world as unworthy to 
live in it, by those whose dishonourable ways are reproved by their honourable conduct. 
Although these believers are a chosen generation and a royal priesthood etc., they are 
spoken against as evildoers. 
 
Those that are without God in the world are often enemies to and slanderers of those 
who will not run to the same excess with them. This is how the Gentiles are described 
here. 
 
 
4. UNTRUE SLANDER IS BEST SILENCED BY UNBLEMISHED LIVING 
 
Honourable conduct is the best way for Christians to stop the mouths of slanderers. 
Without this, any other means will prove ineffectual for maintaining their reputation. The 
Apostle prescribed a holy walk to Christians as a means to put their very enemies to 
activity inconsistent with slandering the godly. Although they speak against them as 
evildoers, they may, by beholding their good works, glorify God. 
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5. UNBLEMISHED LIVING MAY CONVERT THE UNREGENERATE 
 
The Word accompanied by the powerful blessing of God is the principal means of 
converting sinners (Romans 10: 15 and 17). The Lord may, however, make use of the 
very conduct and visible actions of His people to draw wicked men to fall in love with 
God’s ways. Such conduct includes integrity in their dealings (even with their enemies), 
patiently bearing wrongs and continuing to express love and respect to their enemies, 
despite such treatment. 
 
Wicked men may be brought to give Him the glory that He ever sent and blessed to 
them such a means for reclaiming them from the way of perdition. It is God’s work to visit 
them in His power (Psalm 110:3) and love to make the change (Ezekiel 16:8). In order 
for such a change there must be a “day of visitation”, a visitation in special mercy that 
brings sinners to glorify God (1 Peter 2:12). Our chief motive is not glory to ourselves but 
glory to God (1 Samuel 2:30), that others might be moved to glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 
 
 
6. UNDIMINISHED HOPE FOR THE GREATEST ENEMIES 
 
The Lord’s children should lose neither hope nor endeavours of winning to Christ the 
greatest enemies (whether to God or themselves) among whom they live. They have 
hope when they consider how soon and how easily the Lord can change them.  The 
Apostle urges them to consider those who were speaking against them as evildoers as 

such whom God might visit in mercy. They might even be instrumental in their conversion.  
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IT IS NOT REMOTELY CHRISTIAN OR 
HONOURABLE TO CONDONE ILLEGAL 

IMMIGRATION  
 

By: Pastor Peter Simpson 
 Penn Free Methodist Church and CW Committee Member 

It is the clear Biblical duty of Christians to 
speak out against widespread and 
deliberate breaking of the law in a nation 
(Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:13-14), and 
especially when the actions of the 
authorities appear to provide an incentive 
to ongoing lawbreaking. 
 
Illegal migration into this country across the 
English Channel has been continuing 
unhindered throughout these summer 
months. The Home Secretary has stated 
concerning smuggling gangs involved in this 
activity, “I will not tolerate ruthless criminals 
looking to break the law by smuggling 
people into the UK illegally”. 
 
This is tough talk, and is welcome, but it also 
displays a deep ethical flaw. It is 
suggesting that the only reason why illegal 
immigration takes place is because of the 
criminality of the people smugglers.  It 
bypasses the moral responsibility of those 
who actually engage the smuggling gangs 
for their services.  The impression given is 
that the migrants are just the helpless 
victims of the ruthless smugglers.  However, 
the only reason why these criminal gangs 
operate is because they have willing 
customers.  
 
The premeditated law-breaking of cross-
Channel migration must not avoid censure 

merely because political correctness 
demands that anyone ‘seeking asylum’ can 
only be deemed worthy of compassion; 
nor, as the dictates of cultural Marxism 
demand, is it remotely ‘xenophobic’ or 
‘racist’ to condemn such deliberate criminal 
behaviour. 
 
The obvious point needs to be repeated 
that the migrants currently crossing the 
Channel cannot be treated as needy 
refugees fleeing for their lives, because 
they are coming from a safe country 
where they are not being persecuted.  
 
How on earth is it possible for the UK 
authorities to ascertain the truthfulness of 
the claims of asylum seekers to being 
persecuted in their various countries of 
origin?  How can the Home Office possibly 
gain familiarity with the circumstances of 
each individual applicant, especially since 
many of them will be without any official 
documentation?  
 
The Migration Watch think tank suggests 
that there may be over 1 million illegal 
immigrants in the UK.  Surely the only 
answer to stopping the never-ending flow 
is to remove the automatic right to claim 
asylum, if entry has been made unlawfully, 
and also to engage in rapid (but of course 
humane) deportations.  
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of it under the guise of asylum-seeking) 
ignores plain Biblical teaching on the need, 
before God, to keep the laws of the land. 
 
Nationhood itself is a God-ordained 
institution. Entrance into another country 
without permission is a deliberate 
overturning of God’s order. It is also a 
refusal to respect one’s neighbour’s 
landmark (Deuteronomy 19:14). 
Furthermore, residence in the United 
Kingdom is not a basic human right to be 
claimed by anyone anywhere in the world 
who desires a better standard of living. 
 
Christians love their neighbours, whoever 
they are, but that pleasant obligation does 
not demand the condoning of, or a 
reluctance to tackle, the ongoing and 
grave problem of illegal immigration.  

If it is well known that once illegal migrants 
set foot on the South Coast, they are going 
to be escorted to coaches and put up in 
smart hotels, and that they will be given 
food, medical checks and also State aid to 
pay the costs of their asylum application; 
then the flow of migrants will just keep on 
continuing.  If it is well known that they will 
not be removed from the country for a 
very long time, and that even if their 
asylum application fails, there is a still a 
strong likelihood that they will not be 
removed; then every incentive has been 
put in place by the UK authorities for 
the  criminal activity to carry on 
indefinitely.  
 
This is a moral and spiritual issue which 
desperately needs some sane, Christian 
input.  Illegal migration (and the condoning 

20

 



 

 

21

 

News and Current Affairs 

Google vs Truth  
English Churchman, 31 July & 7 August edition by Rev. E. T. Kirkland   

Anyone who believes that Google advances truth is deluded.  I was struck by that over 
the mobs engulfing the country tearing down statues. 
 

It so happened that I was reading Douglas Murray: The Madness of Crowds.  Granted 
there is much in the book that we reject on Biblical grounds, but I was struck by a 
particular point.  Murray argues that a search of Google for pictures of Asian men 
throws up pictures of Asian men.  Similarly, a search for pictures of Black men throws up 
pictures of Black men.  However when he searched for pictures of White men the result 
was surprisingly different.  Here the result was those convicted with crimes with the tag 
lines ‘beware of the average white man’ and ‘white men are bad’.  
 

What then is going on?  The answer appears to be that the so-called ‘Silicon Valley’ has 
embraced the ideological pre-suppositions of intersectionality and justice warriors.  The 
end result, that Google is more than a search engine - to the contrary, it is in fact the 
purveyor of a specific set of ideologies. 
 

Consider the recent row over Winston Churchill, when a mob sprayed ‘racist’ on the 
Churchill monument.  Strangely, shortly afterwards, Churchill’s portrait went missing from 
the list of British Prime Ministers.  When it was noticed, Google claimed it was because 
they were updating the information.  However, images of Stalin and Hitler suffered no 
such problems.  Naturally there was a storm of protest against Google who quickly 
‘restored’ the image.  
 

What all this demonstrates is that, while 
technology is good, the controllers of it are 
sinners whose world-view is at variance with our 
own. It further demonstrates how quickly we 
become reliant on machinery and, in many 
cases, to the detriment of common sense.  
 

In addition, there is the very real danger that 
control of technology may become a powerful 
weapon against everyone else.  This we have 
learned over the whole issue of ‘fake news’. 
Furthermore, the left-wing establishment actually 
despises the ‘common people’ knowing, having 
or doing anything which they do not control. 
Equally disturbing is the reality that search 
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engines are not neutral.  That is patently obvious when you study the answers given on 
any search.  In addition, there is all the advertising that follows every search.  Search 
engines are evidently programmed to ensure that the individual is targeted with specific 
adverts.   
 

We must also bear in mind that a search engine isn’t a genuine or neutral database of 
knowledge.  To the contrary, it is skewed and twisted towards the interests of the 
provider.  Those who create the algorithms determine the outcome and surprisingly they 
all seem to have a Marxist bent.  
 

All of this shows why newspapers and books are important.  Of course, both have been 
manipulated.  Printers have over the centuries been arrested, fined, closed and 
murdered.  Writers have suffered much of the same.  Yet the market-place of ideas has 
continued until now.  
 

Two particular things must be noted. 
 

First, the mob do not engage in discussion.  The mob only shouts and vilifies.  The mob has 
taken over public discourse and created fear by rhetorical intimidation.  Everything and 
anything that offends the mob must be attacked and destroyed. Video clips are now 
constantly shown of the mob vilifying and physically assaulting anyone who dares to 
question their ideology.  
 

Second, the freedom and ability to challenge and otherwise publicly examine the myths, 
slanders and outright false ideologies that are being promoted online is seriously 
curtailed.  Social media giants quickly delete anyone who is deemed to be breaking 
their code.  The ‘cancel culture’ is in full flow.  
 

It is in the midst of all this that we need the Scriptures.   
 

First, Scripture is the Word of truth.  Irrespective of anything else, here is truth – absolute, 
final and authoritative truth. Second, Scripture as truth cannot be obliterated.  The Bible 
has been banned, burned and otherwise attacked; yet it remains.  It is unconquerable. 
Third, Christ as the Word made flesh has come and He will come again.  That cannot be 
reversed. Fourth, the Spirit of Truth lives in the hearts of God’s people.  No force can 
overcome the Holy Spirit.  Once the Holy Spirit takes over the sinner’s heart and dwells 
therein, He cannot be removed.  
The heart belongs to the Triune 
God. 
 

The Psalmist reminds us that the 
“truth of the Lord endureth for 
ever”.  This we believe and rest 
upon.  Scripture, not Google, 
gives us truth.  
 

Slightly abbreviated 
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Racism  
Editorial in British Church Newspaper, 14 August, 2020 

So the churches are going to tackle racism.  
 

The Bible insists that human beings are all of one blood (Acts 17:26).  It leaves no room 
for polygenism, that is the view that all humans do not share a common human ancestor 
or that different races are the product of parallel lines of evolution from different 
animals.  All peoples are descended from Adam and then Noah. 
 

The story goes that when Darwin visited Tierra del Fuego he found the people so 
primitive that he predicted attempts to civilise them would fail because they had not 
achieved the same degree of evolutionary development as other lines of human beings.  
Years later he came back and found them civilised as a result of Christian missionary 
work.  It is said that Darwin was so impressed that he became a lifelong subscriber to the 
South American Missionary Society. 
 

But the Biblical basis of racial unity is not just our common descent.  It is all one in Christ 
Jesus. Firstly, in Christ Jesus means we will all live by Biblical laws.  If we live by different 
laws then there will be racial friction. Secondly, in Christ Jesus establishes human worth; 
for if we are all good enough for Christ we are good enough for one another. Thirdly, in 
Christ Jesus recognises differing gifts.  The Bible makes much of the church being one 
body with different members having different functions all necessary to its proper 
operating. This is brought about by one uniting Holy Spirit with manifold expressions.  
 

Best of all, in Christ Jesus means we are actually united to Christ by His Holy Spirit.  Our 
union with Him unites us with one another.  The Christian answer to racism is to bring 
people together in Christ without having to ignore the diverse gifts and needs of 
different races or force them into one mould. 
 

Then the Bible teaches that the stranger must be given his rights and kindly treated, while 
at the same time the marauding invader is to be repelled.  To this end, God ordained 
Empires to maintain world peace. 
 

The Roman Catholic French Empire sought to make its subjects into good Frenchmen.  We 
recall with some amusement a hotel keeper in Beirut who was offended at being 
addressed in his native Arabic!  He spoke French as a gentleman.  By contrast, the 
Protestant British Empire encouraged racial development.  
 

So the Christian answer to racism is to get people converted and living by the laws of the 
Bible.  Yet Christianity recognises divinely ordained differences in gifts; even encourages 
them.  
 

All one in Christ Jesus is the answer to racism. And it works.  It has been a delight down 
the years to see members of conflicting races coming together in Christ.  
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UN Assaults Religious Freedom 
Caroline Farrow, CitizenGo 

Without question, we are certainly in unique times. 2020 has brought us many 
challenges: the spread of COVID-19, unchecked Government mandate and decree, 
churches closed for some time, riots and unrest on the streets and the grossly unbalanced 
reporting by so-called “journalists” and media; but the scariest part of 2020 is unseen, 
happening behind closed doors. The United Nations is co-ordinating an attack on 
religious freedom.  
 

This was exposed in a recent Report taking to task traditional religious beliefs and values 
regarding the right to life for pre-born babies and reality of biological sex by the 
United Nations appointed Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Ahmed 
Shaheed. Mr. Shaheed has chosen to pursue a controversial agenda that includes 
abortion and LGBT+ demands. 
 

His Report calls religious beliefs valuing the right to life, traditional marriage and 
respecting the reality of biological sex, a human right violation.  
 

At a time when 80 per cent of the global population is facing high restrictions on religious 
freedom, the UN is giving voice to a man working to undermine freedom of religion or 
belief even further. The United Nations is made up of 193 sovereign States; some of 
which were founded or are rooted in religious faith.  Most claim to respect the religious 
values of citizens.  
 

The Report shockingly conflates religious beliefs about life, marriage and respecting the 
reality of biological sex with religious justifications for abhorrent human rights violations.   
Many women, as well as men, hold religious beliefs, but the Report treats their freedom 
to live according to these beliefs as secondary to abortion and new claims to rights 
based on sexual orientation and gender self-identifying. No international treaty 
recognises a right to abortion, but this Report simply asserts that one exists and that it 
trumps a medical provider’s right to conscientious objection. 
 

Mr. Shaheed is recommending State intervention in matters of religious doctrine, curtailing 
rights of conscience and accusing world religions and their adherents of human rights 
abuse.  Let that sink in for a minute…  
 

In other words, this rapporteur is telling the world that beliefs like yours have no place in 
polite company – let alone in the public square!  The sad irony is Special Rapporteur 
Ahmed Shaheed is injuring the very people and institutions and liberty which he is 
mandated to protect! 
 
 → CitizenGo (www.citizengo.org) has a petition on this subject on their website if you wish to support it.  

http://www.citizengo.org


 

 

THE SOUL’S DESIRE FOR GOD 
 

J. H. Garrison 
 

“As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God!” 

Psalm 42:1 
 

In these words David has expressed the desire of every pious soul.  Who, that has 
ever drunk of the water of life, can ever be satisfied without it?  Indeed, the unrest 
and inward conflict, so characteristic of our universal human nature, are but the 
results of man’s disharmony with God.  Created in the image of God — with a 
mental and moral nature like His — nothing but God can satisfy man’s highest 
needs.  The spirit of man is too capacious — has too royal a birth — to be 
satisfied with what this earth can give it.  The body, made from this earth, can be 
fed by the earth; but the soul, having come from God, can only be fed by 
Him.  Christ has brought us a fuller revelation of God than David knew - and gives 
new and stronger reasons why the soul should long for Him.  He is our Father.  He 
so loved the world as to give His only begotten Son to save it.  O the infinite 
depths and tenderness of His love!  O the sweetness of that rest and peace which 
the wearied soul finds in reposing on the bosom of Christ!  What plummet line can 
sound the depth of that compassion which utters itself in the gracious words: “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest!”  Alas, that 
we should go through life with our souls full of unrest, and never heed this invitation, 
nor perceive that it is meant for us! 
 
Jesus is God’s response to the soul’s cry for the “living God.”  When He spoke to 
the woman at Jacob’s well of that water which He would give, of which, if one 
drink, he shall never thirst, He spoke of that thirst of the soul after God of which the 
Psalmist of Israel sang centuries before.  It is, therefore, the universal need of man 
in all ages.  How strong is the word chosen to express that need!  Thirst is, perhaps, 
the most intense desire the human body may know.  Its pangs to the thirsty traveller 
in the parched desert are almost insufferable.  What thirst is to the body, this 
desire is to the human soul.  O that we could realise that it is only in Christ that the 
soul’s needs are fully met! 
 
In that wonderful sermon of Jesus on the mount, He said: “Blessed are they that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  This thirst or intense 
desire for righteousness is not different from the thirst for God.  They are different 
names for the same great longing of the human soul.  This desire for God and His 
righteousness is the mark of the soul’s Divine origin and kinship.  It is also an 
unfailing sign of the normal and healthful condition of the soul.  The soul that thirsts 
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for God has come into right relations to the source of its life and being.  The 
prodigal son for a while felt satisfied with the gratification of the desires of his 
lower nature, but, when he “came to himself,” he immediately thought of his 
father’s house and how he had sinned against Heaven and in his father’s 
sight.  The thoughtless and worldly-minded may become so infatuated with the 
world’s pleasures - and its wealth and honour - as to be unconscious of their need 
of God, and to experience no desire for communion with Him.  When such is the 
case, the soul is in captivity to Satan.  It has come to that depraved condition that 
it loves sin - and has no appreciation of its true nature and awful 
consequences.  It is in a state of moral insensibility.  All the higher aspirations and 
nobler capacities are smothered by the desires of the flesh.  As we deem one 
sick, in body, who has no appetite for healthful food, and will not partake of it, 
so may we regard that soul as diseased, and in an abnormal condition, that has 
no hunger and thirst for God, nor for His truth and righteousness. 
 
When such a soul comes to itself, that is, resumes its normal attitude toward God, 
it at once begins to relish God’s Word and to long for communion and fellowship 
with Him.  It will avail itself of private prayer and will not neglect the public 
worship of God.  How sweet are the songs of Zion to a heart that thirsts for 
God!  How helpful are the preacher’s earnest words, declaring the riches of 
God’s grace in Christ Jesus!  How tender and impressive the memorial feast of 
the Lord’s supper!  It is, in such a mood, that the soul can exclaim: 
 
“How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!”  Psalm 84:1. 
 
And when, for any reason, the soul thus united to God is deprived of the 
privilege of public worship, the natural language is: 
 
“My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my 
flesh crieth out unto the living God.”  Psalm 84:2. 
 
How beautiful and inspiring a thing is public worship, when Christians meet in such 
a state of spiritual longing as these words express!  No-one could enter into such 
an assembly without being brought consciously nearer to God.  There could be 
no listlessness, no yawning, no impatience to get away, no disposition to criticise 
the preacher’s voice, or gestures, or rhetoric, or the music.  What a luxury it would 
be to preach to a congregation whose souls were panting for God and thirsting 
for the water of life!  What a prayer-meeting such a church could have!  O that 
there were more private and family devotions at home; more daily meditation 
on the word of God; that there might be new power and inspiration in the public 
worship - and more thirsting for the living God! 
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Prayer 
 
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who didst create man in Thine own image, 
with desires and needs which this world cannot satisfy; grant, I beseech Thee, that 
my soul may find rest and full satisfaction in Thee.  I thank Thee for the rich 
revelation of Thy love and gracious care for man which Thou hast given us in 
Jesus Christ; that in Him the fulness of the Godhead did dwell bodily; that, by His 
death and resurrection from the dead, Thou hast provided for man’s forgiveness 
and for his existence beyond the grave.  Yea, every need of the soul is met in 
Christ.  In Him we are complete.  O that my soul may ever realise this truth and 
seek its happiness and its satisfaction in Thee!  Forbid, gracious Father, that my 
heart should ever be won from Thee by the world’s pleasures, honours or 
riches.  Thou, alone, canst supply the wants of my nature.  Draw me closer to 
Thee, and in every storm of trial or temptation, may I find rest and refuge in 
Thee.  Increase my desire for Thee, O God, so that my soul may find its supreme 
delight in communion with Thee.  And grant that, having found Thy fellowship 
very sweet on earth, I may be permitted to spend eternity with Thee, for Christ’s 
sake.  Amen. 
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