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A WARNING TO THE CHURCHES
“Beware of manufacturing a God of your own: a God who is all mercy, but
not just; a God who is all love, but not holy; a God who has a Heaven for
everybody, but a Hell for none; a God who can allow good and bad to be
side by side in time, but will make no distinction between good and bad in
eternity.
Such a God is an idol of your own, as truly an idol as any snake or crocodile in
an Egyptian temple. The hands of your own fancy and sentimentality have
made him. He is not the God of the Bible and, beside the God of the Bible,
there is no God at all.”
J. C. Ryle

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian Watch
but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)
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November 2020

Dear Friends,
As we draw to the close of another year, I feel it is appropriate to comment on the
state of our nation at this time. Although we have been ravaged by the coronavirus
pandemic, we must give thanks to Almighty God for His innumerable blessings and
rejoice without ceasing that God is Sovereign over all. Let us encourage ourselves
with the words of Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and
for ever.” The need for prayer is paramount and, in the days of apostasy in which
we live, it is good that at least one Member of Parliament has tabled a motion in the
House of Commons asking for a National Day of Prayer. Jim Shannon MP (DUP
spokesman) stated – and I quote:
‘That this House notes the unprecedented position that the covid-19 pandemic has
brought the nation to; further notes that in this time of economic and societal uncertainty
the country should follow the lead of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 and recognise
the importance of prayer when Her Majesty said in her 2013 address that prayer helps
us to renew ourselves; and calls on the Prime Minister to initiate a National Day of
Prayer to enable those for whom this is important to seek God.’
He further added: ‘We need wisdom, and the call for a National Day of Prayer is for
those of Christian faith and others to unite together and pray for the help we so
desperately need. We need support for the NHS, businesses and the vulnerable, but we
also need to humble ourselves and ask God to make the path straight as we work
together to come through this covid winter ahead of us. We must trust God and we
must pray for the help we need. I think every one of us here should adhere to that.’
I know many of you have written to your Member of Parliament or signed a petition
regarding the need to keep our Churches open. My own MP responded to me with
a very disappointing reply, as follows:
‘Dear Mr. Henderson,
Thank you for your email. I am really sorry that it is not possible to keep churches open
for services and I know how very important it is for so many people. The reason is that
there is clear evidence that the virus spreads more easily when people are brought
together in one place inside. However, churches will remain open for private prayer and
I hope you will be able to go to your local church. Places of worship will be closed,
unless they are being used for funerals; to broadcast acts of worship; individual prayer;
formal childcare or where part of a school; essential voluntary and public services, such
4

as blood donation or food banks; other exempted activities such as some support
groups.’
How important it is that our nation is mobilised to seek repentance. Our nation, like
a basket of rotting fruit, stands ripe for judgment, because of the hypocrisy and
spiritual indifference that pervades the atmosphere. George Washington (in his 1st
Presidential address) stated:
‘The propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the
eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained’.
As a country and people, we must renew our commitment to these abiding and
timeless principles.
On the subject of Brexit, we are now coming to the end of our transition period (31st
December, 2020) - at which point the United Kingdom will enter into a new
relationship with the European Union. As things stand, this new relationship will be
governed by the on-going Withdrawal Agreement and will be influenced by the
Political Declaration. Tragically, the Withdrawal Agreement splits the United
Kingdom; leaves it subject to European Union law for generations to come and
involves a massive and complex divorce bill, the size of which is still unknown. A part
of the Sovereign territory of the United Kingdom (Northern Ireland) will have its own
laws on goods and agriculture, under the direct jurisdiction of the European Union; it
will be subject to European Union customs control procedures and to European Union
VAT rules. In addition to many other serious failings, the Withdrawal Agreement
and Political Declaration mean that –
Parliament will not be sovereign. In important aspects (notably relating to
immigration, State aid, tax and financial obligations), the United Kingdom will be
governed by existing and new laws of the European Union, interpreted by the
European Court of Justice (a foreign court) - and with no say over these laws.
The Withdrawal Agreement replaces one European Union Commission with another
– a new body established with “powers equivalent to those of the European
Commission.” The United Kingdom must accept the jurisdiction of the Arbitration
Panel and Judgments of the European Court of Justice, grant European Union
officials criminal immunity and exemption from UK tax and impose gagging orders
on itself, thus keeping all European Union information confidential whilst the
European Union can use UK information as it sees fit.
The Withdrawal Agreement demands payment of a sum to be decided by the
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European Union – a sum that could be many tens of billions.
When the United Kingdom exercised its right to leave the European Union, it
participated in the Withdrawal Agreement process on the basis of an essential
condition – that agreement on a future permanent arrangement with the European
Union enshrines UK sovereignty. The Northern Ireland protocol and other aspects of
the Withdrawal Agreement are incompatible with the intended agreement for the
end of 2020. The European Union has been acting in breach of the material terms
of the Withdrawal Agreement, meaning that the treaty was entered into on a
false premise.
We call upon the Prime Minister to take action to deliver on his General
Election manifesto promises of December, 2019 or else face millions of
voters who will feel utterly betrayed.
Please continue to remember our Treasurer, Marcus Brockes, in your
prayers. Following his stroke, he remains in good spirits and is
currently in a Rehab. Centre, but is hoping he will be able to
return home in November.
Please also remember that your subscription (which is
unchanged for another year) is due on 1st January,
2021. It remains at £12 and we look forward to
hearing from you as you renew your membership.
May I take this opportunity to wish you the
compliments of the season and trust that the
Lord will continue to bless you in your
labours for Him in 2021.
Yours in His service,

Ian Henderson
Ian R. Henderson
(Chairman)

GOD: THE WHOLE WORLD IS IN HIS HANDS!
By Donald J. Morrison
Over the past 9-months we have all witnessed extraordinary happenings; the
plague of coronavirus has shaken the world to the core. Life has changed
radically for every nation on the planet. Who would have thought that an
unknown contagious virus, which began in the faraway Chinese street market
at the beginning of the year, would reach our very doorsteps? But it has,
spreading at breakneck speed and sparking a global health crisis. This tiny
deadly virus – which is invisible to the naked eye – has brought this bustling
world to a virtual standstill, while people’s lives have been toppled upside
down. With the pandemic fuelling fear and anxiety, the masses have to deal
with massive drastic changes on a regular basis. At the last count, up until 31
October, 2020, there were tragically 1,210,238 world-wide deaths, while
46,853 succumbed to the virus in the UK.
We are advised by our politicians that ‘lockdown, social distancing,
handwashing, testing and masks’ are a must to limit the spread of the virus.
However, these very leaders can be seen scrambling around, like headless
chickens, in total disarray and confusion, every day, on TV platforms, as they
present ever-changing mixed messages. Yes, the Covid-19 pandemic has
brought bedlam and pandemonium to reign throughout every corner of the
British Isles! How mighty God is; He has suspended our nation’s activity and
intervened in world affairs. This pestilence shows us how quickly our
sovereign God can bring things to a halt when He chooses. And He has, with
indisputable power: “Then the Lord awakened as one out of sleep, and like a
mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine….The earth and all the inhabitants
thereof are dissolved: I (God) bear up the pillars of it” (Ps. 78:65, Ps. 75:3).
The whole world is in His hands!
Serious Bible readers are not at all surprised by this pestilence which has
wreaked havoc on the population, thrashed our economy and crippled the
British nation. They can give a Biblical answer to the one-word sombre
question that is uppermost on people’s minds: why? That answer is found in
Isaiah 26:21: “For, behold, the Lord cometh out
of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth
for their iniquity.” No, it hasn’t come as a
surprise to God, for He pays close attention to
world conditions and often intervenes to make
certain events unfold according to His plan. No
pestilence or pandemic happens arbitrarily, as
Proverbs 16:9 reminds us: “A man’s heart deviseth his


way: but the Lord directeth his steps.”
Yes, the God of the Bible is the Lord of history; not a sparrow falls to the
ground without His consent. He is Sovereign and has an absolute right to
govern His creation as He pleases. God has perfect knowledge and perfect
power with which He controls everything. He is on the throne of the universe
and rules absolutely over the affairs of men. Nothing ever happens that He
did not orchestrate. The Biblical teaching on the sovereignty of God refutes
any idea of blind chance, or fate controlling events. God works all things
according to His will. In the Scriptures, there are numerous examples of God’s
over-ruling power in both Heaven and on earth. Although the world is in a
seemingly chaotic state, due to the continuing global pandemic, God is still in
control of events. This we need not question, as R. C. Sproul reminds us: ‘If
there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose, totally free
of God’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single promise of
God will ever be fulfilled.’
In this crisis, we are only reaping the calamitous consequences of what we
have sinfully sown over many years: “Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for
whatever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). For decades we
have trampled on God’s standards, ignored His commands and lived as if He
were either dead, or changes His standards according to our whims. To our
incredulous folly, our proud materialistic, atheistic nation has dared to turn its
back on God, His laws, His Word and His Son, Jesus Christ, while consecutive
Governments have rubber-stamped hordes of immoral and corrupt laws that
are all hideous to God and abominable in His eyes. He is now unleashing His
vengeance with just punishment and society has only itself to blame for
provoking His anger: “I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for
their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease” (Isa. 13:11).
God also solemnly says: “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord” (Rom.
12:19). Yes, He is justly repaying us back for our sinful and evil actions.

While coronavirus is one of the many plagues and pestilence epidemics
predicted in the Bible, before the Lord returns, there is also we believe a
merciful and kind purpose behind this deafening thunderclap of Divine
judgment, as we are forcefully reminded in Daniel 9:13: “all this evil is come
upon us…that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand Thy truth.”
How gracious God is when, in His longsuffering, He calls on corrupt churches,
godless politicians, unrepentant sinners and back-slidden Christians to turn
from their sinful ways and believe the truth that changes lives, transforms
hearts and saves souls! This is the same truth that, by God’s grace, can give
birth to a nation in one day! Britain, made up of England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland, is one nation that desperately needs the power of
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God, the Gospel and the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Sadly, in the
main so far, the toxic pestilence seems to have a hardening effect on people,
instead of a softening one.
This hardening spirit was, very sadly, reflected when Mr. Boris Johnson, the
Prime Minister, was admitted to the intensive care unit of a London hospital,
suffering from coronavirus symptoms. On being discharged, having been
seriously ill for days, he said: ‘The NHS has saved my life, no question!’
Tragically, despite many Christians praying for him, some even beside his
bedside, Mr. Johnson could not discern the hand of the great Physician in
healing him. While we thank God for his recovery, the only god he praised,
for saving him, was the NHS! Mr. Johnson, it was God who saved your life,
not the NHS, no question! May God also save his soul.
Bible-believing Christians have endeavoured to follow the exact same
Government rules and guidelines, just like everyone else, in seeking to protect
themselves and others from Covid-19 exposure – but they have not been
gripped by the same despairing feeling of utter helplessness and
hopelessness; God’s grace in their hearts has seen to that. Virus, or no virus,
they trust in God’s blessed promise: “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I
have called thee by thy name; thou art mine” (Isa. 43:1). They may not be
immune from the bodily effects of Covid-19, but not one single pestilence
symptom will alarm or distress them in the same way, all because the Lord has
assured them, whether it be wellness or sickness, life or death: “Lo, I am with
you alway (Matt. 28:20). I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).
We continue to pray that this God-sent plague will, in days to come, be
peppered with mercy and blessing and that it will turn us as a nation to the
God of our Fathers. “Turn Thou us unto Thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned;
renew our days as of old.” (Lam. 5:21).
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UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES
By Rev. E. T. Kirkland
(English Churchman, 9 & 16 October, 2020 edition)
Everyone wants to know what is
happening, but few it seems are willing to
listen, think and evaluate. Christians,
however, need to know what is
happening, or at least, be reminded of
what they already know. So what is
happening? What exactly is going on?
First of all, we are living through an ageold conflict between the seed of the
serpent and the seed of the woman.
Secondly, the conflict between the City of
God and the city of man, is so ably
described by Augustine. If you have not
read it you should. You will not only learn
theology; you will learn history as well
and understand the present.
Thirdly, the conflict between Christianity
and paganism.
By paganism, I do not mean irreligious. To
the contrary, all pagans subscribe to a
specific set of beliefs; they just do not
include ours. It is this particular conflict that
we are witnessing today in the UK. This is
the explanation as to why Christians are
being sued. They are not being sued for
doing good; they are sued because they
dare to distinguish between right and
wrong behaviour according to a standard
which is rejected by pagans. In other
words, pagans cannot tolerate in the
public square a belief that rejects the
norms of paganism.

Take the case of same-sex marriage.

Christian photographers, bakers and
flower arrangers, upon the grounds of
Christian teaching, refuse to use their
talents to promote, endorse or otherwise,
what they disagree with. You might ask
why cannot pagans not simply use those
who agree with them as opposed to suing
Christians who refuse? The answer simply
is that they sue because they cannot
permit, accommodate, or tolerate a view
which rejects pagan morality. Refusal to
comply is in itself a message. That
message is repugnant to pagans. It
cannot be accommodated; so Christians
have to be sued.

Granted that the fashionable ideology of
the present is called neo-Marxism in the
guise of liberal progressivism - but let us
not be fooled by the nomenclature; it is
simply the old-fashioned paganism of the
Roman Empire.
Consider for a moment what the Roman
Empire was like. Now this is often
dependent upon who is doing the
describing. In this instance, I write as a
Christian, using those who write as nonChristians to make the point.
Kyle Harper laments that, until the arrival
of Christianity, the Roman Empire was a
sexual-free zone. Harper claims that the
“Roman Empire was the most complete and
most refined expression of a sexual
economy that had its origins in the very birth
of the classical Mediterranean city-State. If
the disciplines of sexual self-knowledge
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were more rigorous in the high Empire, the
delivery of sexual pleasures was more
efficient than ever.” Harper laments that
the loss of uninhibited sexual expression
was due to repressive Christianity which
“spoiled and crushed the sexual paradise.”
“Gone is the warm eroticism of the
Pompeian fresco; vanished is the charmed
sexuality of the Greek romance.” What
was left? - “the haze of ruin and violent
puritanism.”

with human dignity and conflicts with the
fundamental rights of others, specifically
here, transgender individuals.”

Of course, Harper overlooks something.
Pompey was destroyed by a pyroclastic
flow of such magnitude; it froze everything
in ash. As for the paradise described - it
only applied to the rich who could buy off
those who were the victims of exploitation,
of which there were many. But why spoil
a good yarn? It has become something of
the idealised State yearned for by
modern pagans.

Note the three phrases – incompatible
with human dignity – conflicts with human
rights and – unworthy of respect in a
democratic society.
That is where
paganism leads to. Christianity cannot be
accommodated; therefore it will not be
tolerated.

What Christians then face is nothing less
than expulsion from the public square; to
be driven out of every sphere by
whatever means. Suing means that
paganism controls the courts which, in turn,
means judges shall be heard saying, as
one did in recent times regarding the
teaching of Genesis, that it is “incompatible

The judge also wrote that “in so far as
those beliefs form part of his wider faith, his
wider faith also does not satisfy the
requirement of being worthy of respect in a
democratic society, not incompatible with
human dignity and in conflict with the
fundamental rights of others.”

What then? Like Tertullian, we need
strong vibrant leadership that will rise up
and protest against such intolerance.
Further, we must remain loyal to the crown
rights of the Redeemer who made this
world for Himself.
As long as we have the Psalms, we will
never be without encouragement in these
times.
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A SOLEMN FAST
From John Calvin on the Book of Joel
The prophet threatens for the purpose of correcting the indifference of the people, who
were very tardy to consider God’s judgments. The object is to make the people sensible
that it was now no time for taking rest; for the Lord, having long tolerated their
wickedness, was now resolved to pour upon them in full torrent His whole fury.
“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble” (Joel 2:1). The prophet begins with an exhortation. We
know, indeed, that he alludes to the usual custom sanctioned by the law; for, as in
festivals, trumpets were sounded to call the people, so also it was done when anything
extraordinary happened. Hence the prophet addresses not each individually; but as all
had done wickedly from the least to the greatest, he bids the whole assembly to be
called that they might in common own themselves to be guilty before God and
deprecate His vengeance. It is the same as though the prophet had said that there was
no one among the people who could exempt himself from blame, for iniquity had
prevailed through the whole body; but this shows that when any judgment of God is
impending and tokens of it appear, this remedy ought to be used: that all should publicly
assemble and confess themselves worthy of punishment and, at the same time, flee to the
mercy of God.
This, we know, was formerly enjoined on the people; and this practice has not been
abolished by the Gospel. And it hence appears how much we have departed from the
right and lawful order of things; for at this day it would be new and unusual to proclaim
a fast. How so? Because the greater part are become hardened; and as they know not
commonly what repentance is, so they understand not what the profession of repentance
means; for they understand not what sin is, what the wrath of God is, what grace is. It is
then no wonder that they are so secure and that, when praying for pardon is mentioned,
it is a thing wholly unknown at this day.

He bids the inhabitants of the land to tremble. By these words he intimates that we are
not to trifle with God by vain ceremonies, but to deal with Him in earnest. When,
therefore, the trumpets sound, our hearts ought to tremble; and thus, the reality is to be
connected with the outward signs. And this ought to be carefully noticed; for the world is
ever disposed to have an eye to some outward service and thinks that a satisfaction is
given to God when some external rite is observed; but we do nothing but mock God
when we present Him with ceremonies while there is no corresponding sincere feeling in
the heart.
______________
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CW comment:
In the Book of Joel, disaster strikes the southern Kingdom of Judah without warning. An
ominous black cloud descends upon the land – the dreaded locusts. In a matter of hours,
every living green thing has been stripped bare. Joel, God’s spokesman, seizes this
occasion to proclaim God’s message. Although the locust plague has been a terrible
judgment for sin, God’s future judgments will make that plague pale by comparison. In
that day, God will destroy His enemies, but bring unparalleled blessing to those who
faithfully obey Him. We must ensure that we are on the Lord’s side.

LAST JUDGMENT
(Matthew 25:31-46; 2 Timothy 4:1)
With great and awful power,
Jesus, the Judge, shall come,
To bid His foes depart,
And take His children home;
How will the wicked quake and fear,
When they before Him must appear.
He comes, the world to judge,
Nor will He take a bribe;
His wrath none can escape,
But His beloved bride;
Millions will unto mountains call,
To hide them and upon them fall.
Poor soul, what is thy hope?
On what doest thou depend?
Art thou a stranger still
To Christ, the sinners’ Friend?
Soon thou must leave thy all below,
And then, oh then, what wilt thou do?
Christians, lift up your heads;
Say, what has Jesus done?
His matchless grace to you
The Saviour has made known;
Yes, you shall all His glory see,
And from the second death be free.
William Gadsby
13
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PRAYING WHEN AFRAID
A sermon preached on Psalm 64:1-10 by
Rev. Stephen Holland
David’s encounters with Israel’s first King,
Saul, are legendary. Many of the Psalms of
David find their origins in his fleeing from
Saul. This Psalm is no different, as it
probably has its origins with David serving
in Saul’s court (1 Samuel 18-19). Many of
Saul’s own men would have sided with Saul
and been bitterly opposed to David. What
was David to do? He did flee into the
wilderness, but he also knew that his real
battle was not with flesh and blood, but
Satan and his hosts.

directing hand and providence of God.
Never think of God as merely one who
controls all of the good things in life. Does
not Job say: “What? Shall we receive good
at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil?” (Job 2:10). God sends trouble and
blessing - and both for His own glory and
our own benefit. Even when chastened, we
are still the Lord’s chosen vessels. We must
not trust in our own wisdom and ideas, but
turn to the Word of God to find out what it
says.

The Fear (vv. 1-2)
It Drives. Instead of panic and collapse,
David is driven to cast himself on the Lord.
He cries: “Hear my voice…preserve my
life” (v.1). Prayer is communion and
fellowship with God. How often we are
driven to call on the Lord in a time of great
need, often coming through trials. We must
not turn away from God in trials. Our
strength is increased when we turn to God,
taking hold of His precious promises and
believing them.

The Fight (vv. 3-6)
The Strategy. We must not be ignorant
of Satan’s devices and ways. The Apostle
Paul says: “Lest Satan should get an
advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of
his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). Satan’s
strategy is to discourage the saints of God
on earth. He cannot snatch us out of God’s
hand, but he can trouble us. For David, it
was his enemies spreading lies: “to shoot
their arrows, even bitter words” (v.3); but
God is a God of Truth. He rejects all liars
and falsehood.

It Delivers. He knows the Lord is on the
side of His people and against the wicked.
If God in His sovereignty brings conflict, then
He can deliver and help in that conflict. He
is surrounded by wicked people, just like the
believer today. “The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the Godly out of temptations” (2
Peter 2:9). He will deliver from the ultimate
penalty of sin. The fear of death can be
conquered. Scripture says, “Perfect love
casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18).
It Directs. David does flee from Saul into
the wilderness; but he is never outside of the

The Strength. Though his enemies used
deceit and falsehood, he would find his
strength in God. One of the benefits of
trouble is to show us our weaknesses. We
are weak and frail creatures indeed. Illness
shows one just how feeble we all really are.
Facing possible death, like he was, puts this
life and world into its proper perspective.
Even though we may feel weak, we can still
be strong when resting on the Lord. For it is
often in our weakness that we are made
strong. (See 2 Corinthians 12:10).
14

The Sufficiency.
If the wicked
encourage themselves in their evil (v.5), how
much more should the Lord’s people
encourage themselves in their walk with Him.
Is there any area of life where the Lord is
not sufficient to meet all our needs? No!
There is no experience, conflict or situation
where the Lord’s help is not to be found. He
is sufficient to save and to keep.
The Favour (vv. 7-8)
The Partiality. God will repay David’s
enemies for their wickedness. One thing we
note is ‘them’ and ‘us’. There are sheep and
there are goats. There is the left hand and
there is the right (Matthew 25). While God
is no respecter of persons, He does pour out
His love on some and His wrath on others.
God rejected Saul, just as He had
previously rejected Esau. It is the same
today. He loves His sheep and they will
never perish.

The Power. God has the power to
defeat those who rise up against Him. In
reality, there is no competition. There is only
ever one ruler and King – and it is not man.
God would turn the wicked intention of Saul
and his conspirators. There is no greater
power than Jesus Christ. He will appear in
power and glory and all will bow before
Him. Better to do that now, in joy and hope,
than later in fear and trembling.
The Prediction. What God’s enemy,
Saul, had tried to do to David, God would
do to him. Though we are witnessing a
conflict between two Kings, the real battle is
between God and Satan; for Christ would
come from the lineage of David. If the devil
could kill David, he would cut off the
promised line of a coming Saviour. This
really is what is behind all of the battles and
conflicts we see throughout the Old
Testament. It is for this reason we know that
the Lord will fight for us as it is His cause.

The Finish (vv. 9-10)
The Witness. The world will one day
witness the glory and power of Christ the
King. Saul would witness what it is to go
against God and His servants. His end
would bear testimony to the one who rejects
God. The Lord has His witnesses on earth.
Christ said: “Ye shall be witnesses unto
Me” (Acts 1:8). Every Christian is a witness
for Christ. What an awesome responsibility!
God will one day vindicate His own Name.
Though most throughout history refuse His
Name and rule, one day all will tremble
and submit.
The Wonder. Saul died tragically. He
would eventually fall upon his own sword,
committing suicide. We may wonder how
God will deliver us from trouble and evil.
Yet we read: “All men shall fear, and shall
declare the work of God” (v.9). The fear of
the Lord is first found in the saints of God,
who bow down and confess Him as Lord
and Saviour. This is seen through the New
Testament as the Gospel spreads
throughout the world; but there will be a
trembling for those who do not worship Him
now.
The Watching. The nation would have
watched the defeat of their enemies and
would have rejoiced. Yes, David would
have used means and tactics, but it was the
Lord who delivered His people. They
contributed any success to the Lord. In our
own lives, we see the Lord’s work, even if
we may not be able to explain how or why.
We read, “And all the upright in heart shall
glory” (in Him) (v.10). The ungodly do not
praise the Lord and He does not accept
them; but for His saints, they trust in Him and
rejoice in all His works.
Previously published in Protestant Truth
magazine, Nov/Dec .

“SPEAKING WITH OUR MOUTHS FULL”
By: Rev Ivan Foster (Retired)
(On the Reformation Day Anniversary – 25 October, 2020)
“Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat In order for this to be true, I must first of all
that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak show you that the days of Ezekiel, some
2600 years ago, were very like our days.
unto the house of Israel” (Ezekiel 3:1).
1. It was a day of defeat and
retreat. Look at 1:1. “I was among the
captives by the river of Chebar.” It was a
day of captivity for God’s people. It was
a state of affairs disputed and rejected
The often neglected prophecy of Ezekiel by many in Israel (3:7-10). Is it not so
has a word for us today; as in nature, so in today? Truth is not faced!
the spiritual realm. There is a returning
upon the earth, year after year, the same 2. It was a day in which God’s threats of
seasons as we have passed through judgment were fulfilled. He was to preach
before. What the people of God are to ‘captives’ (3:11), (BC 595). How often
experiencing today is not altogether Isaiah and Jeremiah had warned that this
unique, though there may be some is where their sin was taking them (Isaiah
differences in our circumstances from those 5:11-13) (BC 760); (Jeremiah 20:1-6) (BC
605).
of previous generations.
I believe that what is depicted here in our
text will help us understand the events in
Europe during the great Protestant
Reformation.

There are those things unique about the
times through which we are passing, yet
there is a broad likeness to former times. It
is for this reason that Romans 15:4 is
absolutely true. “For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”
This a day in which we remember the past
- and the past holds a picture of our future
and provides us with warnings, guidance
and hope!

3. The enemy dominated God’s
people. Many lived as if this was not the
case (Jeremiah 28:1-17). This was about
the same year, 595/6 BC, as Ezekiel was
being instructed by the Lord in our text.
What defiance and blindness prevailed
amongst many!
4. They were banished to a strange
land (Psalm 137:1-4). Do we not dwell in
a ‘strange land’ compared to that in which
we of the older generation were brought
up? This is what our sin and backsliding
have brought upon us!

Come to our text:

II. WE CAN TAKE HOPE FOR THE LORD
I. HERE IS TEACHING FOR DAYS SUCH HAS A WORD EVEN IN SUCH A DAY
AS THIS
AS OURS
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“Go speak unto the house of Israel.” What
a word Ezekiel had for his day! It was the
old unchanged message of ages past.
“Thus saith the Lord GOD” (2:4). “Thou shalt
speak My words unto them” (2:7). “Open
thy mouth, and eat that I give thee” (2:8).

haste).

3. Only then was he to speak. “And he
said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto
the house of Israel, and speak with My
words unto them” (verse 4). Except a man
has had this experience, what comes out
1. This is what was to be in the mouth of the of his mouth falls far short of God’s Word
prophet! Nothing NEW. “And he spread it for this day. God send to His people
before me; and it was written within and ‘Ezekiels’ in this dark day!
without: and there was written therein
lamentations,
and
mourning,
and 4. Ezekiel was prepared of God for the
woe” (2:10).
task (verses 8-11). This was common
amongst the prophets who served the Lord
2. A difficult message. That needs to be in hard times (Jeremiah 1:17-19). “But
preached today! This is coming upon this truly I am full of power by the spirit of the
world. As it was in Noah’s day, so it is LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to
today.
declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to
Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8). These are times
3. These hard truths were comforting in the when the Lord is fulfilling His Word and
midst of their afflictions! Ezekiel frequently there are needed men who have eaten
mentioned the spared ‘remnant’ (6:8-10), the Word (Rev. 10:8-11). Such is the need
(11:13-21) (16-20). The Lord will spare of men who would serve God in these
His remnant in these last days!
days of apostasy and rebellion!
_________
III. PLEASE NOTE THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE MAN WHO MINISTERS AMIDST CW comment:
SUCH REBELLION
Please remember God’s faithful Ministers
He is a man who has eaten the roll of in your prayers at this time. There are
God’s Word (verses 2-4).
many in the pulpits of our land (including
women) who ought not to be in such a
1. God’s man has an intimate knowledge position; faithful men are at a premium,
of God’s Word. He ate the Word of God. but God is Sovereign and He knows those
Not a mere taste, a lick, but an eating and that are His. 1 Cor. 15:58 – “Be ye
digesting of it. It was part of him.
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
2. He needed God’s help to eat the know that your labour is not in vain in the
roll. The Hebrew word translated ‘caused Lord.”
me to eat’ means ‘to devour’; as an animal
eats! Life depends upon it. (Animals quickly
devour prey for fear of attack; birds at
feeders devour seeds etc. with great
17

News and Current Affairs
Boris Johnson, our first baptised RC Prime Minister
British Church Newspaper, 9 October edition by Dr. Clive Gillis
Boris Johnson is the first baptised Roman Catholic ever to become British Prime Minister.
His mother, Charlotte Maria Offlow Johnson Wahl (nee Fawcett) was a Roman Catholic
and Johnson was baptised into the Church of Rome ‘with Lady Rachel Billington, the
daughter of Lord Longford, acting as his godmother’. Billington is a Trustee of the Roman
Catholic weekly The Tablet. Johnson abandoned the Catholicism of his childhood when
he became an Anglican while a student at Eton College.
Former Prime Minister Tony Blair converted to Rome in 2008 but only subsequent to
leaving office – although many said he was virtually a Catholic whilst in office along with
his Roman Catholic wife, Cherie.
The power of Boris Johnson is exceptional in modern times with 13.9 million votes, the
largest number of votes won by any Party since 1992, making him leader of 365 MPs
with a majority of 80.
And now comes the news that his son, born on 29th April, has been baptised into the
Roman Catholic Church in Westminster Cathedral on 12th September, 2020. Johnson’s
partner, Carrie Symonds, is a ‘practising Roman Catholic’. She moved into 10 Downing
Street on 24th July, 2019. Symonds and Johnson announced that they were engaged to
be married on 29th February, 2020, although the actual engagement was last year.
Boris Johnson could become the first British Prime Minister for 250 years to wed in office.
Boris Johnson’s private
life is one thing but his
acceptance of Roman
Catholicism as British
Prime Minister with a
Roman Catholic wife
who is obliged to raise
her son a Roman
Catholic, is another; and
the way this story broke
suggests Johnson may
have hoped that the low
key
ceremony,
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conducted by ‘Father’ Daniel Humphreys, acting administrator of Westminster Cathedral,
tucked away in the Lady Chapel, would slip by with little or no attention…….
So we are left to speculate. Boris Johnson has a huge mandate. Further, he is notable
for his U-turns which he is able to conduct with some ease owing to his accomplished
rhetorical skills and affable personality. The Queen is 94 years old. Prince Charles, who
declared some years ago that he would disregard the Protestant succession and become
Defender of Faiths. has latterly accepted his mother’s advice and announced in 2015 he
would, as King Charles III, continue to be Defender of the Faith while “ensuring that other
people’s faiths can also be practised”. But so many, not least the persistent Secular
Society, insist that the succession is archaic and in view of the widespread lack of Christian
belief in the UK, should be abandoned………
In general, the Jesuits have low expectations of high profile Roman Catholic converts
…….the Jesuits prefer to work amongst the privileged landed hereditary Roman
Catholic aristocracy, where Catholicism is a reality of birth. Boris Johnson and Carrie
Symonds are both at ease and welcome in these circles and are potentially capable of
being very open to furthering their cause, even if Johnson did not actually formally return
to Rome. One can only recall the words of our National Anthem “Long to reign over us.
God save the Queen.”
Abbreviated

Is it worth it?
‘In our opinion….’ British Church Newspaper, 14 August, 2020
It is striking how the Old Testament prophets’
warnings were ignored until they came to
pass. Did they do any good? Yes, they did.
When disaster came, people recalled the
prophets’ words, understood why such
troubles had overtaken them and knew what
to do; namely repent and turn to God.
It is essential that we keep on emphasising
that our pandemic is a judgment from God
for our contempt for Him and His laws. Does
no one seem to take any notice of us? They
may not now, but we must prepare the way
for people to understand God’s severer
judgments if they come - and to know what
to do.
19

National Secular Society says: Defund ‘religious schools’
British Church Newspaper, 23 October, 2020
In a renewed attack on State-funded Church of England schools, the National Secular
Society (NSS) has renewed its charge that such schools are ‘discriminatory’ – because
they give preference to appointing Christian staff. For years they have been
advocating that all State-funded schools should be defunded if they advance the cause
of a particular religious faith.
Current NSS campaign slogans on their website include: “No More Faith Schools”, “Stop
Evangelism in Schools” and “Faith Free Sex Education”. The Society’s patrons include
many MPs and Lords from all Parties and ‘the great and the good’ from worlds of
media, entertainment and celebrity, such as Polly Toynbee, Julia Harley-Brewer, Ricky
Gervais and Prof. Richard Dawkins.
In a new campaign document, “How Religious Privilege is Undermining Equality Law”, the
NSS calls for State-funded faith schools to completely abandon their ‘religious ethos’ and
advocates that equality laws should be strengthened, because they currently allow faithbased charities ‘too much freedom’. Their statement seems particularly ironic since
successive commandments from the Department for Education and OFSTED have
decreed that schools must teach evolution, must not teach creation and must preach the
virtue of acceptance of homosexual and transgender lifestyles, contrary to the Bible’s
teaching.
Simon Calvert, Deputy Director for Public Affairs at the Christian Institute, commented:
“The NSS seems terrified by the thought there are people out there who believe things
they don’t; but the Equality Act protections they want to abolish are essential to the
survival of religious charities. Without them, they would be sued out of existence by
groups like the NSS for refusing to appoint atheists to positions that only fellow-believers
can actually fulfil”.
Abbreviated
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Chinese Interference
English Churchman, 23, 30 October edition, Notes & Comment section
It is reported that the Chinese Government has made blasphemous additions to John 8.
Whether or not blame for Coronavirus may be laid at the feet of the Chinese…they are
putting themselves in a far greater danger by tampering with the supernatural, the Bible.
The Chinese are not the first to interfere with the text of John 8, the account of the woman
caught in adultery. The United Bible Societies Nestle Aland Greek New Testament is
now in its 28th edition of corrupting our Bible.
Since the late 19th Century, when Westcott and Hort manufactured their bizarre Greek
text of the New Testament, almost all modern Bible translations have followed suit and
John 8 is either omitted completely or foot-noted as not being in the earliest and best
manuscripts. The Trinitarian Bible Society is an exception, keeping to what is called the
Received Text and rejecting the minority of corrupt manuscripts that led Westcott and
Hort astray.
However, the end is not yet. The malicious attention given to the Bible by the Chinese
Communists may well lead to their conversion to Christ. It has often been the case that
those who most viciously attack the church, such as Paul of Tarsus, get converted during
the very act of wickedness and become the greatest advocates of Biblical Christianity.
Let us pray that, as the Communists wrestle with the sword of the Spirit, the Word of
God, to defeat it – it will cut them to the heart and cause them to look unto our perfect
Saviour to be saved.
Let us also pray likewise for those in the West who are following Westcott and Hort. In
2017 Tyndale House, Cambridge produced another Greek New Testament. While
they did not return to the Received Text, they did at least break the monopoly of the
United Bible Societies which works with the Vatican.

REJOICING IN THE INCARNATION
From: Wilhelmus à Brakel (1635 – 1711)
One ought thus to meditate upon the incarnation in order to discern clearly the
attributes of God, approving of them with holy adoration and joyously magnifying
God with the holy angels, saying “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”
The description of the incarnation of Christ also ought to arouse in us a joyous gratitude
towards God – and we ought to welcome the fact that the Lord Jesus has assumed our
nature. This the angel conveyed in his message to the shepherds when he said, “I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” If our soul should rejoice in
anything, it ought to rejoice in this great and wondrous work of God. To this end
consider the following:
1. It was prophesied that men would rejoice upon the Saviour’s advent into the world.
- “They joy before Thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they
divide the spoil. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given” (Isa. 9:3, 6).
- “And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He
will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His
salvation” (Isa. 25:9).
- “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion: shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King
cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation” (Zech. 9:9).
Since it has been prophesied as such, and since we are living in the fulfilment of all this,
we ought to lift up our souls with joy and thanksgiving.
2. Consider the longing of the saints for the coming of Christ in the flesh.

After Eve had given birth to her first son, it appears that she was of the opinion that the
promise had been immediately fulfilled, for she said, “I have gotten a man from the
Lord” (Gen. 4:1). The Lord Jesus said concerning Abraham - “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day.” David gave expression to his desire when he said - “For this is
all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it not to grow.” This desire was
also present in the God-fearing Kings and prophets. “For I tell you, that many prophets
and Kings have desired to see those things which ye see.” Yes, all the saints of the Old
Testament longed for this. “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them.” What
joy they would have manifested if they had seen the Lord Jesus in the flesh! We may
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experience the fulfilment of this. Therefore, it behoves us to rejoice and to thank the
Lord for this most precious gift, for such a dear and precious Saviour.
3. When Christ came into the world, Heaven and earth were filled with joy. John
the Baptist leaped for joy in his mother’s womb (Luke 1:44). Mary sang a doxology,
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” The
tongue of a dumb Zacharias broke loose, exclaiming, “Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel: for He hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of
salvation for us in the house of his servant David.” Old Simeon took the child in his
arms, praised God and exclaimed, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy Word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.”
Come, join and rejoice with them. Will your heart always be heavy-laden? Would
you not rejoice for once? And if your heart would rejoice, what could be more
motivating than the incarnation of Christ? Therefore - “Rejoice in the Lord alway; and
again I say, Rejoice.”
However, someone may possibly say - “My heart remains in bondage; I cannot
rejoice in this, for I fear that He was not born for me anyway and that I am not a
partaker of all this.” I respond to this by saying that:
This is merely a fear, for you are also not assured that the contrary is true.
Since there is such a Saviour, however, can it be a matter of indifference to you
whether or not there is such a Saviour? If you are not indifferent to this, why do you
not rejoice over His coming into the world, even if you still are no partaker of Him?
- you who yearn for Jesus, however, in order to be justified and sanctified by Him,
even if it is accompanied by much darkness, fear, anxiety and concern:
- you, in whose heart Jesus dwells by faith, so that your desires are repeatedly
drawn towards Him (Eph. 3:17):
- you, in whom Jesus has been formed (Gal. 4:19) and in whom Jesus lives (Gal.
2:20), so that He is all your joy and desire, generating within you a hatred towards
sin, a desire to walk as He walked and perceiving within you a battle between spirit
and flesh:
- you, who love Jesus (1 John 4:19)
You have reason to be assured that He has been born for you. Therefore, you have
double reason to rejoice with delightful and unspeakable joy and to jubilate
concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus in the flesh.
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THE HISTORY OF CHRIST PRECIOUS
By John Fawcett (1740 – 1817)
This is given by the four evangelists under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
They have related every material circumstance concerning the birth, the life, the sufferings, the death, the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus Christ, in a manner so simple, so
artless and yet so sublime as must captivate the attention and touch the heart of every
unprejudiced reader. The facts they record are the most interesting that ever employed
the historic pen.

The incarnation of the Saviour of mankind was one of the most important, one of the most
glorious events that ever took place in the revolutions of time. Then the virgin conceived
and brought forth a Son, whose name is God with us. The Lord of glory took up His
dwelling in mortal flesh. The purposes and promises of God relating to this wonderful
transaction were then fulfilled. The fulness of the times was then completed - and God
sent forth His Son made of a woman. Angels descended from Heaven to bring the joyful
news. A multitude of the Heavenly host made their appearance on the occasion. Celestial music was heard by mortal ears. The glorious messengers had no sooner delivered
the glad tidings, than they united in one of the anthems of Heaven. The morning stars
sang together, and the sons of God shouted for joy, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” The Sun of Righteousness was now to arise and shine
upon a benighted world and a new star appeared in the heavens as a signal of this
brighter day. Wise men from the East, taught of God to know the significancy of this
sacred token, came, under the guidance of its shining rays, to present their gifts and pay
their adorations to the new-born Saviour. Such is the history of His birth. Abraham, the
patriarch, rejoiced in the distant prospect of this day; he saw it by faith, and was glad.
The account given us of the public life and ministry of Jesus is precious. His entrance on
the important work He had to do was signalised by the manifestation of the glorious Trinity. When He was baptised of John in Jordan, He went up straightway out of the water;
and lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and John saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and lighting upon Him: and lo, a voice from Heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”. After His harbinger had directed the sinful multitude, who surrounded His Person, to behold Him as the Lamb of God which taketh away
the sin of the world, Jesus began to preach the glad tidings of the Kingdom and to confirm His Divine mission by a vast variety of astonishing miracles. He went about doing
good and healing all that were diseased. The blind received their sight, the lame were
made to walk, the dumb to speak, the deaf to hear; demons were expelled from those
who had been tormented by them; those who were sick of the palsy were restored to the
perfect use of their limbs; the lepers were cleansed and even the dead were called back
to life by His omnipotent word.
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This was the day for which the church of God had looked and longed for the space of
almost four thousand years. Patriarchs, prophets and Kings had waited for it with earnest
expectation. Now it was come. The glory of the Lord was revealed; the Only Begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth, was made manifest. The greatest honour was conferred on this earthly globe at that period, when He who formed it by His almighty power became its inhabitant. The glory of the second temple was greater than that of the
first, because the Son of God Himself made His appearance in it. If a poor man should
be favoured with the presence of a Prince, or an Emperor under the roof of his cottage,
he would think it a great honour. What an honour then was conferred on this world,
when the King of Glory became its inhabitant!

The sojourning of the Son of God on earth is the chief event which adorns the records of
time and enlivens the history of the world. It is the glory of the air that He breathed in it;
of the sun, that its beams once shone upon Him; of the ground, that He trod upon it; and
of the sea, that He walked serenely on its glassy surface. It is the glory of the elements,
that they once nourished Him who is the Bread of Life; of the water, that it quenched His
thirst; of men, that He lived among them; and of Judea, that it was the land of Immanuel,
where He sojourned more than thirty years. It is the glory of our nature that He assumed
it and, by so doing, exalted it to a high degree.
The dispensations of providence, through successive ages, like so many lines, point at this
period as their centre. Before His appearance, they made way for His coming and, since
that period, they are subservient to the great ends to be answered by it.
The history of His sufferings and death is equally interesting and equally precious. That
He should suffer, bleed and die was the design of the Father in sending Him into the
world. The Spirit of God, in the ancient prophets, signified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ and the glory that should follow.
Led by the sacred historians, let this solemn and affecting scene employ my meditation.
Think, O my soul, on that most tragic and yet most glorious event, on which thy salvation
depends. Call to mind the astonishing, the almost incredible history of thy Saviour’s love.
He who upholdeth all things by the word of His power, who thought it no robbery to be
equal with God, humbled Himself so as to become obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. Behold Him loaded with those sorrows which He willingly bore for our sakes.
Follow Him into the Garden of Gethsemane; see the awful combat which He there sustained, a combat in which He defended Himself only by His prayers, His cries and His
tears; combat which led on to something still more formidable, the very thought of which
so overwhelmed His holy soul that His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground and He cried out, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.”
Let me proceed still further and review that torrent of sufferings which the adorable Redeemer endured, from the period of His being led away out of the garden by a band
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of ruffians, to the hour of His crucifixion. Behold Him accused by the loud clamour of a
thousand revengeful and blaspheming tongues. Hear the fatal sentence pronounced
against Him by a prevaricating judge, who declared that he believed Him to be perfectly innocent. See His lovely visage marred, His face defiled with spitting, His hands bound
with cords, His temples crowned with pricking thorns, His body bruised with rude blows
and His back scourged with rods, till they might tell all His bones. See Him, after all this,
trembling under the weight of that cross on which He was to expire, in agonies which cannot be described. Ascend with Him to the place of skulls, the place of the greatest wonders which omnipotence itself ever wrought!
Behold there the Lamb of God! Behold that Jesus, who is the brightness of His Father’s
glory and the express image of His Person; see Him stripped of His garments, nailed to
the infamous gibbet, treated as the vilest malefactor and, during that awful period having, as it were, lost sight of those favourable regards of His Divine Father which constituted all His joy. Hear Him, hear Him crying out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?”
Nature was thrown into convulsions. The earth quaked. Rocks were rent. The heavens
were clad in mourning. The very graves being opened resigned their prey, and many of
them that slept arose and showed themselves alive after His passion. On this great day,
for which all other days were made, atonement was offered up for His people’s guilt;
awful, avenging justice, which called for our blood, was fully and completely satisfied; the
price was paid for the ransom of our souls; eternal redemption was obtained; our old
man was crucified that the body of sin might be destroyed; principalities and powers
were conquered; the world was overcome; death and the grave were subdued; the
eternal law of God, which we had violated, was magnified and made honourable; and
all the attributes of Deity were infinitely glorified.
The justice of God is glorified by the punishment of impenitent sinners in Hell, His goodness
by the happiness of saints in Heaven; but the death of Christ glorifies them both in a degree unspeakably higher. In this Divine expedient, mercy and truth meet together, righteousness and peace embrace each other. By consequence, a way is opened for the
communication of every blessing which we, perishing sinners, stand in need of to make us
completely and everlastingly happy. Pardon, peace, justification, acceptance, perseverance and eternal life are all ensured by the Saviour’s death. The wretchedness of that
state out of which we are delivered can only be equalled by the blessedness of that into
which we are brought, by our dying Redeemer.
“He rose in triumph from the dead;
Justice declared the debt was paid;
Then Christ with Kingly grandeur flew,
And took His throne in glory too.”
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NEW YEAR HYMN
(Psalms 65:11, 103:4)
Lord, we adore Thee, and would fain express
Thy matchless goodness and our worthlessness;
Ashamed of self, we prostrate at Thy door,
Confess our sin, and Thy free grace implore.
Another year of our short life is gone,
And many are the wonders we have known;
Our path’s been strewed with blessings rich and rare,
Proceeding from Thy special love and care.
Sometimes in solemn silence we have sat,
Then peevishly cried out, How hard’s our lot!
Each trial we have viewed with fretful eye,
And every mercy passed in silence by.
We’ve swelled our woes to an immense degree,
And often said, None are so tried as we;
God’s righteous ways our carnal hearts despise,
And often say they’re neither just nor wise.
Yet sovereign favours we have oft enjoyed;
To us the Holy Ghost has them applied;
Through God’s free goodness, mercies, rich and rare,
Have cheered our souls and vanquished every fear.
Christ, and Him crucified, has been our song;
His unctuous love has tuned our hearts and tongue;
We’ve been abashed, our vileness have confessed,
And felt that God in blessing has us blessed.
William Gadsby
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