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Godds ways are just, His
No darkness can prevent His eyes;
No thought can fly, nor thing can move,
Unknown to Him that sits above.

He in the thickest darkness dwells;
Performs His works, the cause conceals;
But though His methods are unknown,

Judgment and truth support His throne.

In Heaven, and earth, and air, and seas,
He executes His firm decrees;
And by His saints it stands confessed,
That what He does is ever best.

Wait, then, my soul, submissive wait,
Prostrate before His awful seat;
And, Omidst the terrors
Trust in a wise and gracious God.
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January 2021 (HRIS"A" WAI(H
Dear Friends,

ol n t he b eghatramamazing s@tencert asowe commence this New
Year,2021.0 Beh ol d, balclo méRinmEywsd . &br. el 7)) . T
and sorrows are no modeand many people are expressing their delight that 2020
owith all its problendhas gone into history; but will 2021 be any different?

We must in 20210 prayerfully consider our Christian faith and practice. We must
count our many blessirdgsven in the midst of triéland, if we do, we shall arrive

at the end of this year praising God for His great goodness and grace. He blesses us
ofrom the beginningf of hBebtdElR e dr eve

So at the beginning of 2021, as we look back on a tumultuoud gegear like no
other d in which a global pandemic spread across our planet, may | take this
opportunity to encourage you to take your Bible seridushyg throughout the year
give your best effort to study it. There are plenty of Bible reading schemes
available  and | can think of no better commendation than to quote to you from a
Canadi an publication of many years
reads as follows:

0This Book contains the mind of Gooc
of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy; its precepts are bir
its histories are true; its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise; believe it to be
and practise it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you an
comfort to cheer you. 1t is the tra
soldierds sword and the Christianods
and the gates of Hell disclosed. Christ is its grand subject, our good is its design an
glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet. Re
it slowly, frequently and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and .
river of pleasure. ltis given in life, will be opened at the judgment and be remembe
for ever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labour and
condemn all who trifle with its sac

Hate Crime Laws

One of our CW Committee members, Pastor Peter Simpson, wit#sias
concerning the grave threat the proposed laws are to Christian preachers:



o2 December, 2020 was the <closing ¢
process on the Law Commi ssionds pr
Williams, Director of the Freedom, Democracy and Victimhood Project at the Civitas
think ank argues that the proposed a
frightening new powers to police sp

The Law Commi ssionds proposals inc
characteristic of transgender to incorporate @hesssers and those who identify as
nonbinary. If a Christian Minister, endeavouring to give pastoral guidance, asserts
that there are only two genders, will he then be deemed guilty of prejudice, bigotry
and hatred?

The hate crime legislation is based on the premise of protected
characteristics. Even though religion is listed as such a characteristic, it
seems that conservative Bltiéieving Christians will, in practice, end

up being the victims rather

Please remember Pastor Simpson and many others, as t
engage in street preaching, that the Lord will protechth
also that the proposed legislation will not be implemented

May | take this opportunity to thank all of you who
have renewed your annual subscription for the
current year and for your continued prayerful and
financial support.

Yours in His service,

lan Henderson

lan R. Henderson,
Chairman



RI NG GORDNTHE REWYEBR

By. W.C. Lamain
Previously published in 06The C

DESI

As a wonder of Theduufesmayscansealasp many g
and supporting goodness and #hings within its bosom. In His
proof of His forbearance, we weresojourn upon earth Christ alone
privileged to finish the old yearknew what would befall Him, but
together. In the whole worldywe do not know. What we do
numberless people, even beforknow, according to the Word of
the transition from the old to thé&od, is that we have no continuing
new year, were without a doubtc i t y her emanasrbdnto h a
cut off from the land of the livingt r oubl e. 6
and summoned to appear before
the great Judge of the quick andrhe future is indeed ominous if we
the dead. God has extendedouc onsi der what God:
life up to this time and hasnd i f we observe
favoured us so that we may live tperseverance in wickedness and
see this first morning of the newlin. Our hearts may well be filled
begun year. with fear when we consider the
multitude and greatness of our sins
Together we face an unknowand iniquities. Let each of us just
future. We do not know what wilbegin with himsel® and then,
happen to us personally or to owvhat else can we expect but that
families. What will take place inGod will pour out the vials of His
the church, or befall human societyrath?
is concealed from us, but known to
God. We have again begun aln our deep fall in Adam, we have
journey of twelve months, but thierfeited life and merited death.
question for us is whether or not w&ccordingly, we have no right or
shall finish it. This year may be thdaim to the least blessing, either
year of our death. The angel oftemporal or spiritual. Moreover,
death may enter our homes and caonsider the guilt we incur daily
off our earthly life. Death maybefore the face of God by our
strike us personally or one of ouhoughts, words and deeds. It
dear ones. In eternity, God set #ecomes more evident as time
limit for each of us which we shalioes on that we are transgressors
not exceed. from the womb and that we can




do nothing but corrupt our waythis year with His Spirit in youn
before God. Be mindful of thepeople, as well as in adults, theé
fact that when God favours us great and the small. May God
and whenever He may surround show us tokens of good arou
and follow us with  Hisabout us, for us and in us. M
lovingkindness in this new year, tmsany be plucked as a firebrand®
is only because Christ has meritedit of the fire of Hell and find
all blessings for His people. If Higrace in the sight of God,
precious blood had not fallen upowbtaining peace with God in the
this cursed earth, nothing wouldlood of the Lamb. May God visit
have grown but thorns and thistleddis people and confirm His
heritage, so that the praises of
May the God of all grace be God would be exalted and
mindful of us and our childrespread abroad. May the truth be
together this year. May Godestablished in spite of all the
grant us health, desire, couragattacks of the powers of Hell
and strength to do that which wMay Satands mig
are called upon to do. May itthe power of sin destroyed, so thg
please Him in His great wrath téhe glory of free grace may
remember mercy towards us andecome manifest in us and throug
our nation and people. May Heus.
take reasons out of Himself, so that
He will not abandon us to deattWith God in our heart, we ca
and destruction but will crown Usear | essl vy ent
with tokens of His favour. May weathway; with Him we can ga
and our families be protected fronthrough life and, with Him, we ca
particular calamities and disastersne day depart this life without
and receive food sufficient for oufear. No matter, then, what we
daily needs. May God causemay encounter this yedrin fact,
peace and prosperity to dwelleven though this year would b
within our walls. May the rulerghe year of our death, we shoulg
and the people together bow thestill have nothing to fear. Ma
knee before the King of kings and@sod be mindful of us in Chri
the Lord of lords. May there be alesus. May we also lift up o
return to the law and the testimongyes to Him by His grace and loo
else no light shall rise upon us.  expectantly to Him alone for tha
which we need for both time ang
Above all, may this year be a yeareternity.
of His Divine good pleasure. May
it please God to work effectually



COVID19:
A SECULAR NATI ONOS I N

Pastor Peter Simpson,
Penn Free Methodist Church and CW Committee Member

(This article is written in the knowledge that there is a broad range of opinion amon
evangelical Christians on the coronavirus and on how society should react to it. It is ther
offered for consideration in a humble and deferential mandén a spirit of brotherly
love).

Britain is in desperate need of spiritual direction. Liberal secularism has fashioned th
national mindset in such a way that responses to national crises are now totally differer
in character to, say, those which prevailed during World War Two.

Let us examine the current response to the coronavirus in the light of how the nation or
dealt with the affliction of war. Covitd has, in fact, exposed the deep spiritual void in

our contemporary national life; whereas during the Second World War, although the

natior® spiritual condition was far from thriving, there was still a general acceptance of

the concept of Gdsl providence overruling in the affairs of men.

So, faced with a powerful enemy in the form of Nazi Germany, society understood that
military might and strategy were not the only answers, but that there was also a need to
seek the aid of the Almighty, He who determined the outcome of wars. Even the
politicians publicly acknowledged this. As a result, the war witnessed no less than 1
national days of prayer, all widely supported throughout the zguod this revealed

that society still broadly appreciated the words of Psalm 2656me trust in chariots,

and some in horses; but we will remember the Name of the Loéd .our God

Britain today is doing the equivalent of trusting in horses and chariots in respect o
dealing with Covid9. We, of course, do not deny the seriousness of the coronavirus,
nor of the need for sensible and at times difficult measures to combat it. \What we mus
challenge, however, as Bibiglieving Christians, is the refusal to consider the providence
of God in any appraisal of the situation.

Yes, we need some necessary practical precautions in respect of virus containment, |
not as the nati@total and absolute trust. It is wrong for the majority of the population

to regard scientific research and vaccinations as the only possible means of natione
deliverance to the exclusion of turning to the Lord. Nor, as Christians, do we deny th
importance of scientific research, but what is so disturbing is the general refusal tc
acknowledge that it is God who is calling out to the nation through this pandemic. He i
seeking that a rebellious people humble themselves before Him. What we are observin



instead, however, is no such humbling, but rather an idolising of science and a trust in 1
precautions to solve all our problems.

The virus has also witnessed ouriGiaoking nation resorting to an unwholesome trust in
the State and its institutierend the rainbow has been used as a powerful symbol to
facilitate this. The rainbow, however, is meant to depia @ovenant promise to be
merciful to undeserving men; it is therefore deeply regrettable to see it being used to
foster the idea that the State and its medical agencies are theSatitynSaviour.

To say this does not, of course, in any way diminish our appreciationvebithangd

and dedicated medical professionals who minister to the sick. Nevertheless; our Goc
rejecting society is putting all its trust in human endeavour and is using the rainbow t
venerate- to the exclusion of Godthe Statesponsored agencies. Likewise, a whole
generation of young schoolchildren has been encouraged to draw pictures of rainbows
but not in remembrance of the works of God in judgment and then mercy, but rather tc
honour the works of man in dealing with human problems without any reference to Go
atall.

Secularism lacks the mental and philosophical faculties to deal with a pandemic. It
abandonment of the reality of the providence of God makes it react disproportionately
to the need of the moment. When society loses an understanding of the sovereignty c
the God who is over creation, it resorts to excessive fear and a misplaced trust in huma
ingenuity.

We have seen this with climate change alarmism, leading many, overcome with anxiet
to argue that our whole mode of economic existence must be radically changed, if eve
WE are to save the planet. However, the very notion of man saving the planet or
controlling the climate is in @odight a usurping of authority which man simply does not
POSSESS.

Similarly, with the virus, it is not unreasonable to question the levels of fear and anxiety t¢
which a society which rejects Gquovidence is sadly prone. Again, we emphasise that
we take this virus seriously, but care must also be taken about building up excessive fe
in order to enforce a lockdown policy, the scientific basis of which is subject to muc
debate.

One of the major regulations being enforced in order to contain the coronavirus is that o
mandatory mastearing. Back in April, 2020 the Deputy Chief Medical Officer,

Professor Jonathanvan Tam, staied her e i s no evi décece t
-maskby the public who are well af¥Yetect s
in June, 2020, when for seasonal reasons the virus was at a low point in terms of it
virulence, maskearing was introduced by the Government. Had the science suddenly
changed? Then in November, 2020 the results of a major Danish study into the use



facemasksvas publ i shed, foll owing on fr ol
Danish maskearers2 The resul ts of the tri al W €
| ower the 3i nfection rateo

These facts are mentioned, not in order to claim that there is a Christian pésitien on
masksbut simply to emphasise the more general point that the science behind the
Government ds precauti ons a ncdtaslisclanked o wr
Christians seek to be good citizens and to obey the authorities, but such obligations d
not require an abandonment of Ggiven discernment, nor of the needtgi r d up
| oins ofPeeulrld)and wdkk corchEmsepeicany 5: 1
obligation laid upon each believer to think through his actions, using the mental facultie
which are a glorious aspect of having been made in the image of God.

Regarding the scientific validity of lockdowns, how open has the Government been to th
scientific viewpoint as represented by the Great Barrington Declaration (GBD)? In thi
document, three eminent public health specialists and epidemiologists from Oxforc
Harvard and Stanford Universities argue against the suitability of existing lockdown
measures. There are 44signatories to their statement, all of whom are also medical
and public health scientists or medical practitioners. These then are the original authors
the statement, but in addition to these, many other experts have endorsed the statemer
At the time of writing 13,290 &medic
p r a c t 4fram albaroend tkedvorld have given their support to the GBD.

The GBD points out the deéewmaptudtimgh
lockdowns create, leading to higher than normal mortality rates in the years to come. Th
negative consequences of | easduldr disesse p o
outcomes, fewer cancer screeningdatetioratingme nt al heal t h ¢é
class and vyounger member s of Thes GBDiI et
advocates as an alternative to | ockd
policies will oallow those who are a
build up immunity to the virus through natural infection, while better protecting those wh
are at MWighest risko

Again, this writer is not in any way saying that the GBD position must represent the
Christian viewpoint; but merely that there must be more openness in Government circl
and in society generally to the whole range of scientific opinion. Furthermore, it is surel
within the realms of Christian moral concern to question the principle that treatment ¢
Covid19 patients must needs be prioritised over, say, the treatment of cancer sufferers
For exampl e, at t he ti me othrdswfrcanter n g
operations face cancell ation in Londc
Pat Price of the 6Catch Up gwatorhs Canh
biggest cancer crisis | have seeninmy 8@ar ¢ar eer 6
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The lockdowns are also creating economic maydahChristians have a duty of care
towards those who are losing their livelihoods, as well as to those who are sick o
medically vulnerable. It is further relevant to point out that the Biblical principle for
containing disease, as laid down in Leviticus 13, is to quarantine the sick, not the healt
and economically active. This Biblical pattern establishes the necessity of specif
symptoms being present before any quarantining process begins (e.g Levitieus 13:2
25). In contrast, the modern lockdown asserts the principle of universal quarantining
regardless of symptoms.

Ever since manfirst rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden, all subsequent
generations have lived in a fallen world which is no longer a paradise, a world always
characterised by egoing antGod rebellion. This fallen condition includes sickness and
disease, and always will do. It is impossible for modern man to create a world where
there is no risk and no viruses. This is what secularism fails to understand. Yes, we dc
that we can to diminish sickness and suffering, but disease is never going to b
completely eradicated this side of glory.

So let us repeat our primary thesis. Ct9ids Gods call to the nation to humble itself
before Him and to come in repentance and faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. Howeve
instead of crying oub,ord, have mercy upordtise nation has been proclaiming instead

- ®Ve shall beat this virus by working together and stopping normal living, until the
quickly developedaccine rescue usall.

There is an alternative to this utterly secular response, namely leamning from the
willingness of the wartime generation to swallow their pride and to confess in time of
adversity their utter need of the help of the one true Trinitarian God. Let us again recall
the words of the PsalmistSome trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we will
remember the Name of the Lord oub Gdolv Britain today needs to abandon its total
trust in human agenciesand to cry out to the Lord of all creation for mercy,
approaching Him through faith in the only Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 https:/AMmw.bbc.co.uk/news/av/ug2153145

2 https:/Avww.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M266817

3Will Jones, www.conservativewoman.co.ukfsiadjreleasedat-lastwhatdo-youthinkit-says/
4 https://gbdeclaration.org/viewsignatures/

5 https://gbdeclaration.org/

shttps://gbdeclaration.org

7Inderdeep Bains, The Daily Mail, Jan 12, 2021, p9
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