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The Wisdom and Knowledge of God 
Psalm 139 

 

Godõs ways are just, His counsels wise; 
No darkness can prevent His eyes; 

No thought can fly, nor thing can move, 
Unknown to Him that sits above. 

 
He in the thickest darkness dwells; 

Performs His works, the cause conceals; 
But though His methods are unknown, 
Judgment and truth support His throne. 

 
In Heaven, and earth, and air, and seas, 

He executes His firm decrees; 
And by His saints it stands confessed, 

That what He does is ever best. 
 

Wait, then, my soul, submissive wait, 
Prostrate before His awful seat; 
And, ômidst the terrors of His rod, 
Trust in a wise and gracious God.  
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Dear Friends,  
 
òIn the beginning Godé.ó what an amazing statement as we commence this New 
Year, 2021.  òBehold, all things are become newó (2 Cor.5:17).  The old yearõs joys 
and sorrows are no more ð and many people are expressing their delight that 2020 
ð with all its problems ð has gone into history; but will 2021 be any different? 
 
We must ð in 2021 ð prayerfully consider our Christian faith and practice.  We must 
count our many blessings ð even in the midst of trial ð and, if we do, we shall arrive 
at the end of this year praising God for His great goodness and grace. He blesses us 
òfrom the beginning of the year even unto the end of the yearó (Deut. 11:12). 
 
So at the beginning of 2021, as we look back on a tumultuous year ð a year like no 
other ð in which a global pandemic spread across our planet, may I take this 
opportunity to encourage you to take your Bible seriously ð and throughout the year 
give your best effort to study it.  There are plenty of Bible reading schemes 
available ð and I can think of no better commendation than to quote to you from a 
Canadian publication of many years ago which was entitled òWhat the Bible is.ó  It 
reads as follows: 
 
òThis Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom 
of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy; its precepts are binding; 
its histories are true; its decisions are immutable.  Read it to be wise; believe it to be safe 
and practise it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food to support you and 
comfort to cheer you. It is the travellerõs map, the pilgrimõs staff, the pilotõs compass, the 
soldierõs sword and the Christianõs charter.  Here is paradise restored, Heaven opened, 
and the gates of Hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand subject, our good is its design and the 
glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet.  Read 
it slowly, frequently and prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a 
river of pleasure.   It is given in life, will be opened at the judgment and be remembered 
for ever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labour and will 
condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.ó 
 
Hate Crime Laws   
 
One of our CW Committee members, Pastor Peter Simpson, writes as follows 
concerning the grave threat the proposed laws are to Christian preachers: 
 

January 2021 
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Ian Henderson  

ò24th December, 2020 was the closing date for the Governmentõs consultation 
process on the Law Commissionõs proposals to amend hate crime laws. Dr. Joanna 
Williams, Director of the Freedom, Democracy and Victimhood Project at the Civitas 
think-tank argues that the proposed amendments ôwould hand to the State 
frightening new powers to police speech.õ   
 
The Law Commissionõs proposals include, for example, expanding the protected 
characteristic of transgender to incorporate cross-dressers and those who identify as 
non-binary. If a Christian Minister, endeavouring to give pastoral guidance, asserts 
that there are only two genders, will he then be deemed guilty of prejudice, bigotry 
and hatred? 
 
The hate crime legislation is based on the premise of protected 
characteristics. Even though religion is listed as such a characteristic, it 
seems that conservative Bible-believing Christians will, in practice, end 
up being the victims rather than the protected ones.ó  
 
Please remember Pastor Simpson and many others, as they 
engage in street preaching, that the Lord will protect them - 
also that the proposed legislation will not be implemented. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank all of you who 
have renewed your annual subscription for the 
current year and for your continued prayerful and 
financial support.   
 
Yours in His service, 
 
 
 
Ian R. Henderson,  
Chairman  
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DESIRING GODõS FAVOUR IN THE NEW YEAR  
 

By: W.C. Lamain 
Previously published in ôThe Gospel Standardõ January 2013 

As a wonder of Godõs sustaining 
and supporting goodness and a 
proof of His forbearance, we were 
privileged to finish the old year 
together.  In the whole world, 
numberless people, even before 

the transition from the old to the 
new year, were without a doubt 
cut off from the land of the living 
and summoned to appear before 
the great Judge of the quick and 
the dead.  God has extended our 
life up to this time and has 
favoured us so that we may live to 
see this first morning of the newly 
begun year. 
 
Together we face an unknown 
future.  We do not know what will 
happen to us personally or to our 

families.  What will take place in 
the church, or befall human society, 
is concealed from us, but known to 
God.  We have again begun a 
journey of twelve months, but the 
question for us is whether or not we 
shall finish it.  This year may be the 
year of our death.  The angel of 
death may enter our homes and cut 
off our earthly life.  Death may 
strike us personally or one of our 
dear ones.  In eternity, God set a 
limit for each of us which we shall 
not exceed.  

 

The future may conceal so many 
things within its bosom.  In His 
sojourn upon earth Christ alone 
knew what would befall Him, but 
we do not know.  What we do 
know, according to the Word of 

God, is that we have no continuing 
city here and that òman is born to 
trouble.ó 
 
The future is indeed ominous if we 
consider what Godõs Word tells us 
and if we observe manõs continued 
perseverance in wickedness and 
sin.  Our hearts may well be filled 
with fear when we consider the 
multitude and greatness of our sins 
and iniquities.  Let each of us just 
begin with himself ð and then, 
what else can we expect but that 

God will pour out the vials of His 
wrath? 
 
In our deep fall in Adam, we have 
forfeited life and merited death.  
Accordingly, we have no right or 
claim to the least blessing, either 
temporal or spiritual.  Moreover, 
consider the guilt we incur daily 
before the face of God by our 
thoughts, words and deeds.  It 
becomes more evident as time 
goes on that we are transgressors 
from the womb and that we can 
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do nothing but corrupt our way 
before God.  Be mindful of the 
fact that when God favours us - 
and whenever He may surround us 
and follow us with His 
lovingkindness in this new year, this 

is only because Christ has merited 
all blessings for His people.  If His 
precious blood had not fallen upon 
this cursed earth, nothing would 
have grown but thorns and thistles.  
 
May the God of all grace be 
mindful of us and our children 
together this year.  May God 
grant us health, desire, courage 
and strength to do that which we 
are called upon to do.  May it 
please Him in His great wrath to 
remember mercy towards us and 

our nation and people.  May He 
take reasons out of Himself, so that 
He will not abandon us to death 
and destruction but will crown us 
with tokens of His favour.  May we 
and our families be protected from 
particular calamities and disasters 
and receive food sufficient for our 
daily needs.  May God cause 
peace and prosperity to dwell 
within our walls.  May the rulers 
and the people together bow the 
knee before the King of kings and 
the Lord of lords.  May there be a 

return to the law and the testimony, 
else no light shall rise upon us.  
 
Above all, may this year be a year 
of His Divine good pleasure.  May 
it please God to work effectually 

this year with His Spirit in young 
people, as well as in adults, the 
great and the small.  May God 
show us tokens of good around 
about us, for us and in us.  May 
many be plucked as a firebrand 

out of the fire of Hell and find 
grace in the sight of God, 
obtaining peace with God in the 
blood of the Lamb.  May God visit 
His people and confirm His 
heritage, so that the praises of 
God would be exalted and 
spread abroad.  May the truth be 
established in spite of all the 
attacks of the powers of Hell.  
May Satanõs might be broken and 
the power of sin destroyed, so that 
the glory of free grace may 
become manifest in us and through 

us.  
 
With God in our heart, we can 
fearlessly enter upon lifeõs 
pathway; with Him we can go 
through life and, with Him, we can 
one day depart this life without 
fear.  No matter, then, what we 
may encounter this year ð in fact, 
even though this year would be 
the year of our death, we should 
still have nothing to fear.  May 
God be mindful of us in Christ 
Jesus.  May we also lift up our 

eyes to Him by His grace and look 
expectantly to Him alone for that 
which we need for both time and 
eternity.  
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COVID-19 : 
A SECULAR NATIONõS INABILITY TO COPE 

 

Pastor Peter Simpson,  
Penn Free Methodist Church and CW Committee Member 

(This article is written in the knowledge that there is a broad range of opinion amongst 
evangelical Christians on the coronavirus and on how society should react to it. It is therefore 
offered for consideration in a humble and deferential manner - and in a spirit of brotherly 
love).   
 
Britain is in desperate need of spiritual direction. Liberal secularism has fashioned the 
national mindset in such a way that responses to national crises are now totally different 
in character to, say, those which prevailed during World War Two.   
 
Let us examine the current response to the coronavirus in the light of how the nation once 
dealt with the affliction of war. Covid-19 has, in fact, exposed the deep spiritual void in 
our contemporary national life; whereas during the Second World War, although the 
nationõs spiritual condition was far from thriving, there was still a general acceptance of 
the concept of Godõs providence overruling in the affairs of men.  
 
So, faced with a powerful enemy in the form of Nazi Germany, society understood that 
military might and strategy were not the only answers, but that there was also a need to 
seek the aid of the Almighty, He who determined the outcome of wars. Even the 
politicians publicly acknowledged this. As a result, the war witnessed no less than 12 
national days of prayer, all widely supported throughout the land - and this revealed 
that society still broadly appreciated the words of Psalm 20:7 - òSome trust in chariots, 
and some in horses; but we will remember the Name of the Lord our Godó.  
 
Britain today is doing the equivalent of trusting in horses and chariots in respect of 
dealing with Covid-19.  We, of course, do not deny the seriousness of the coronavirus, 
nor of the need for sensible and at times difficult measures to combat it.  What we must 
challenge, however, as Bible-believing Christians, is the refusal to consider the providence 
of God in any appraisal of the situation.  
 
Yes, we need some necessary practical precautions in respect of virus containment, but 
not as the nationõs total and absolute trust.  It is wrong for the majority of the population 
to regard scientific research and vaccinations as the only possible means of national 
deliverance to the exclusion of turning to the Lord. Nor, as Christians, do we deny the 
importance of scientific research, but what is so disturbing is the general refusal to 
acknowledge that it is God who is calling out to the nation through this pandemic.  He is 
seeking that a rebellious people humble themselves before Him. What we are observing 
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instead, however, is no such humbling, but rather an idolising of science and a trust in the 
precautions to solve all our problems. 
 
The virus has also witnessed our God-ignoring nation resorting to an unwholesome trust in 
the State and its institutions - and the rainbow has been used as a powerful symbol to 
facilitate this.  The rainbow, however, is meant to depict Godõs covenant promise to be 
merciful to undeserving men; it is therefore deeply regrettable to see it being used to 
foster the idea that the State and its medical agencies are the nationõs only Saviour.  
 
To say this does not, of course, in any way diminish our appreciation of hard-working 
and dedicated medical professionals who minister to the sick.  Nevertheless, our God-
rejecting society is putting all its trust in human endeavour and is using the rainbow to 
venerate - to the exclusion of God - the State-sponsored agencies.  Likewise, a whole 
generation of young schoolchildren has been encouraged to draw pictures of rainbows, 
but not in remembrance of the works of God in judgment and then mercy, but rather to 
honour the works of man in dealing with human problems without any reference to God 
at all.  
 
Secularism lacks the mental and philosophical faculties to deal with a pandemic. Its 
abandonment of the reality of the providence of God makes it react disproportionately 
to the need of the moment. When society loses an understanding of the sovereignty of 
the God who is over creation, it resorts to excessive fear and a misplaced trust in human 
ingenuity.  
 
We have seen this with climate change alarmism, leading many, overcome with anxiety, 
to argue that our whole mode of economic existence must be radically changed, if ever 
WE are to save the planet. However, the very notion of man saving the planet or 
controlling the climate is in Godõs sight a usurping of authority which man simply does not 
possess.  
 
Similarly, with the virus, it is not unreasonable to question the levels of fear and anxiety to 
which a society which rejects Godõs providence is sadly prone.  Again, we emphasise that 
we take this virus seriously, but care must also be taken about building up excessive fear 
in order to enforce a lockdown policy, the scientific basis of which is subject to much 
debate. 
 
One of the major regulations being enforced in order to contain the coronavirus is that of 
mandatory mask-wearing.  Back in April, 2020 the Deputy Chief Medical Officer, 
Professor Jonathan van Tam, stated - òThere is no evidence that general wearing of face
-masks by the public who are well affects the spread of the disease in our societyó .1 Yet 
in June, 2020, when for seasonal reasons the virus was at a low point in terms of its 
virulence, mask-wearing was introduced by the Government. Had the science suddenly 
changed?  Then in November, 2020 the results of a major Danish study into the use of 
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face-masks was published, following on from a large ôrandomised controlled trialõ of 
Danish mask-wearers .2 The results of the trial were that òmasks do little or nothing to 
lower the infection rateó . 3 

 
These facts are mentioned, not in order to claim that there is a Christian position on face-
masks, but simply to emphasise the more general point that the science behind the 
Governmentõs precautions and lockdown measures may not be as clear-cut as is claimed. 
Christians seek to be good citizens and to obey the authorities, but such obligations do 
not require an abandonment of God-given discernment, nor of the need to ògird up the 
loins of our mindsó (1 Peter 1:13) and òwalk circumspectlyó (Ephesians 5:15). It is a Biblical 
obligation laid upon each believer to think through his actions, using the mental faculties 
which are a glorious aspect of having been made in the image of God. 
 
Regarding the scientific validity of lockdowns, how open has the Government been to the 
scientific viewpoint as represented by the Great Barrington Declaration (GBD)? In this 
document, three eminent public health specialists and epidemiologists from Oxford, 
Harvard and Stanford Universities argue against the suitability of existing lockdown 
measures. There are 44 co-signatories to their statement, all of whom are also medical 
and public health scientists or medical practitioners.  These then are the original authors of 
the statement, but in addition to these, many other experts have endorsed the statement.  
At the time of writing 13,290 ômedical and public health scientistsõ and 40,199 ômedical 
practitionersõ4 from all around the world have given their support to the GBD. 
 
The GBD points out the òdevastating effects on short and long-term public healthó which 
lockdowns create, leading to higher than normal mortality rates in the years to come. The 
negative consequences of lockdown policies include òworsening cardio-vascular disease 
outcomes, fewer cancer screenings and deteriorating mental health é with the working 
class and younger members of society carrying the heaviest burdenó .5 The GBD 
advocates as an alternative to lockdowns what it calls ôFocused Protectionõ policies. Such 
policies will òallow those who are at minimal risk of death to live their lives normally to 
build up immunity to the virus through natural infection, while better protecting those who 
are at highest riskó . 6 

 
Again, this writer is not in any way saying that the GBD position must represent the 
Christian viewpoint; but merely that there must be more openness in Government circles 
and in society generally to the whole range of scientific opinion.  Furthermore, it is surely 
within the realms of Christian moral concern to question the principle that treatment of 
Covid-19 patients must needs be prioritised over, say, the treatment of cancer sufferers. 
For example, at the time of writing it has been reported that òtwo-thirds of cancer 
operations face cancellation in London and chemotherapy is being postponedó. Professor 
Pat Price of the ôCatch Up with Cancerõ organisation has stated that the situation is òthe 
biggest cancer crisis I have seen in my 30-year careeró .7   
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 The lockdowns are also creating economic mayhem - and Christians have a duty of care 
towards those who are losing their livelihoods, as well as to those who are sick or 
medically vulnerable. It is further relevant to point out that the Biblical principle for 
containing disease, as laid down in Leviticus 13, is to quarantine the sick, not the healthy 
and economically active.  This Biblical pattern establishes the necessity of specific 
symptoms being present before any quarantining process begins (e.g Leviticus 13:24-
25).  In contrast, the modern lockdown asserts the principle of universal quarantining, 
regardless of symptoms.   
  
Ever since manõs first rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden, all subsequent 
generations have lived in a fallen world which is no longer a paradise, a world always 
characterised by on-going anti-God rebellion.  This fallen condition includes sickness and 
disease, and always will do. It is impossible for modern man to create a world where 
there is no risk and no viruses. This is what secularism fails to understand.  Yes, we do all 
that we can to diminish sickness and suffering, but disease is never going to be 
completely eradicated this side of glory.  
 
So let us repeat our primary thesis.  Covid-19 is Godõs call to the nation to humble itself 
before Him and to come in repentance and faith to the Lord Jesus Christ.  However, 
instead of crying out, ôLord, have mercy upon usõ, the nation has been proclaiming instead 
- ôWe shall beat this virus by working together and stopping normal living, until the 
quickly developed vaccines rescue us allõ.  
 
There is an alternative to this utterly secular response, namely learning from the 
willingness of the wartime generation to swallow their pride and to confess in time of 
adversity their utter need of the help of the one true Trinitarian God.  Let us again recall 
the words of the Psalmist - òSome trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we will 
remember the Name of the Lord our Godó.  How Britain today needs to abandon its total 
trust in human agencies - and to cry out to the Lord of all creation for mercy, 
approaching Him through faith in the only Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-52153145 
2 https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 
3 Will Jones, www.conservativewoman.co.uk/mask-study-released-at-last-what-do-you-think-it-says/ 
4 https://gbdeclaration.org/view-signatures/ 
5 https://gbdeclaration.org/ 
6https://gbdeclaration.org 
7 Inderdeep Bains, The Daily Mail, Jan 12, 2021, p9  
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