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‘And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.’
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PREPARE FOR HIM!
The time is short!
If thou wouldst work for God it must be now;
If thou wouldst win the garland for thy brow,
Redeem the time!
Shake off earth’s sloth!
Go forth with staff in hand while yet ‘tis day;
Set out with girded loins upon the way.
Up, linger not!
Fold not thy hands!
What has the pilgrim of the Cross and Crown
To do with luxury or couch of down?
On pilgrim, on!
With His reward
He comes, He tarries not, His day is near;
When men least look for Him He will be here.
PREPARE FOR HIM!
Horatius Bonar

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian Watch
but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)
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August, 2021

Dear Friends,
Greetings in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
18 months ago, we rejoiced in the fact that – after nearly 50 years – the United
Kingdom left the European Union. However, some very interesting facts have now come
to light which, to say the least, are extremely concerning. Last month, the EU Commission
issued its Accounts for contributions in 2020 and, despite the British people having voted
in June, 2016 (over 5 years ago) to leave the EU, the formal separation eventually took
place on 31st January, 2020. Incredibly, the Accounts indicate that – despite the above
– the United Kingdom was still the 2nd biggest funder of the EU 27 countries in 2020 with
a nett contribution totalling £11.1 billion (with only Germany paying more) - and under
the so-called ‘Divorce Bill’ negotiated during Theresa May’s premiership, the UK will also
continue to pay monies over to the EU for another 53 years – until 2064.
Covid – the news of Matt. Hancock. M.P. (ex-Health Secretary’s) downfall caused many
of us to consider what the Word of God had to tell us. The 7th Commandment, of course,
states unequivocally – ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ Proverbs 6:32 states: ‘whoso
committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own
soul.’ However, the Bishop of Manchester (Rt. Rev. David Walker) on the new TV Channel
GB News stated: “I’m actually feeling sorry for Mr. Hancock – a middle-aged man –
struggling a little in his job. He has a fling in the work-place. It’s hardly that controversial
at that level, is it?” If such a comment is representative of today’s Church of England, the
future of the Established Church is bleak indeed.
But what about Methodism? Well, on 29th June, 2021, the Methodist Church – in a
‘momentous’ vote – voted to allow same-sex marriage (by 254 votes to 46). The word
‘momentous’ carries the meaning of ‘being of great importance or significance especially
in having a bearing on future events.’ How true that will prove to be! This is the Church
that sprang from the labours of John and Charles Wesley and yet they are now
embracing the wickedness that damned Sodom and Gomorrah. 1 Timothy 4:1 – ‘Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils’. Sad reading indeed for the true Christian!
May the Lord stir His people to obey Him and ‘turn away’ from those denominations
which have sold themselves to the devil!
“The devil’s buttermilk” – the description that the late Dr. Ian Paisley (Lord Bannside) – the
founder of the DUP (Democratic Unionist Party) - gave to alcohol. Yet now, the DUP in
Northern Ireland are supporting a major relaxation in the Northern Irish laws on alcohol.
Amongst those welcoming the new relaxed laws is Paula Bradley (recently elected
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Deputy DUP Leader) - and yet alcohol-related harm is estimated to cost the NHS
around £3.5 billion every year. In addition to the financial cost, one must also take into
account the suffering and misery that booze entails; the hours lost in the work-place and
the damage done to property as a result of accidents stemming from drunkenness.
The same Paula Bradley has also apologised for her Party’s ‘atrocious’ track record on
gay rights issues – ‘for the hurt and harm caused to LBGTQ+ over the past 50 years.’ I
quote from her comments at a recent Pink debate – ‘I can certainly say that I can
apologise for what others have said and done in the past because I do think there has
been some very hurtful comments and some language that really should not have been
used.’ Can born-again believers in Northern Ireland still put their trust in the DUP?
Elections for the Stormont Assembly in 2022 will no doubt give the answer.
So much of the news today is discouraging – so much is disheartening – but we must
always remember that our God is in control and He is Sovereign.
I came across this quote the other day from an unknown author:‘The world needs men who cannot be bought; whose word is their bond;
who put character above wealth; who possess opinions and a will; who
are larger than their vocations; who do not hesitate to take chances;
who will not lose their individuality in a crowd; who will be honest
in small things as in great things; who will make no compromise
with wrong; whose ambitions are not confined to their own
selfish desires; who will not say they do it ‘because everyone
else does it’; who are true to their friends through good
report and evil report, in adversity as well as in
prosperity; who do not believe that shrewdness,
cunning and hard-headedness are the best qualities
for winning success; who are not ashamed or
afraid to stand for the truth when it is
unpopular, who can say ‘no’ with emphasis,
although all the rest of the world say ‘yes’.
May God have mercy upon us as a
nation.
Yours in His service,

Ian Henderson
Ian R. Henderson
(Chairman)
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NATIONS IN REBELLION
“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was
given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat,
and blasphemed the Name of God, which hath power over these plagues:
and they repented not to give Him glory. And the fifth angel poured
out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his Kingdom was full of darkness;
and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of
Heaven because of their pains and their sores and repented not of their deeds”
- Revelation 16:8-11
Monday, 19th July, was heralded as ‘Freedom Day’ throughout England for ‘About-Turn’
Boris Johnson and his Government had set that date as the day there would be a lifting
of many of the restrictions imposed upon the country, because of the Covid pandemic.
With the recent increasing rise in infections and the number of people in various
professions being required to isolate (including the Prime Minister and the Health
Secretary) due to their coming into contact with someone testing positive for Covid, many
were calling it ‘FreeDumb Day”!
In the United States, there are growing fears that a fourth wave of the virus has already
started. The pandemic continues to rage in many countries, though such news is kept out
of the headlines. The tourist industry is facing chaos as a result of those countries which
were recently declared safe to travel to, now reporting a rise in the infection rates.
Many travellers found themselves facing ‘isolation’ when they returned home as a result
of this change of status of the holiday destinations they had eagerly travelled to. The joy
of a ‘sunny foreign holiday’ soon evaporated in the face of this turn of events.
The record of the world’s miseries has reached unprecedented levels. Germany and
Belgium had disastrous flooding. One newspaper ran the headline: ‘It was insane:
Germany faced with Biblical flooding scenes and more than 150 dead’. The number of
the dead has now reached 180 with many, many still missing. There are fires raging on
the west coast of the USA and it has just been reported that there are some 187 fires
raging in Siberia!
Many have died in many countries as a result of the heatwaves that are taking place.
Here in Northern Ireland, the highest temperature ever recorded happened a day or so
ago. Here is how one newspaper reported it. “Hottest UK day of year as Northern
Ireland records highest-ever temperature. Armagh, in Northern Ireland, has reached
31.4C, the highest temperature ever recorded in the country.
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All told, there are events taking place the like of which have not taken place in living
memory.
What has been the impact upon society of these tragic and extraordinary occurrences?
Most certainly not what one would have expected!
1. There has been no recognition or acknowledgement of God amongst the nations.
I find it amazing that it would appear that the existence of God as Ruler of the Universe
seems to have been erased from the mind of the nations. When the plagues, sent by
God, fell upon Egypt, it was not long until the magicians, the false prophets,
acknowledged that it was God Who was at work. “Then the magicians said unto
Pharaoh, This [is] the finger of God: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said” (Exodus 8:19).
In today’s rebellious society there is not even the voice of a ‘false prophet’ to be heard,
conceding that the troubles that have befallen the nations is of God. Even the ‘priests
and diviners’ of the Philistines recognised the ‘hand’ of God lay behind the plague that
had befallen them as a result of their abduction of the Ark of the Covenant from Israel (1
Samuel 5-6); but today, the spirit that caused Pharaoh to refuse to acknowledge the
sovereign power of God at work in Egypt is very evident amongst the nations of the
earth, particularly our own nation.
No-one is allowed to introduce GOD into the narrative of today’s tragedies. To do so
would be to acknowledge that He actually exists and has power to act so! Furthermore,
it would require an admission that the nations are behaving so as to grieve and vex Him.
To do that would be to fly in the face of the new ‘morality’, akin to the thinking of the
ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which has been embraced largely by the world
Pictures: Crowds gathered to protest against any
restrictions introduced to combat Covid.

77

and its Governments and its churches and religious organisations; the only exception to
this being the small remnant of those called ‘Bible-believing Christians’!
No, as never before witnessed, God has been dismissed by mankind as a living Entity
Who plays no part in the affairs of the human race.
2. This wilful blindness to the person and power of God is resulting in a spirit of mad
defiance of God.
Just as Pharaoh was of a mindset to deny that which was patently obvious, so the
absence of any reference to God and the angry response should someone dare to point
to Him, is an indication of the advancing of mankind into a very public denial of God.
Man has always been inclined by his rebellious, fallen nature to deny God. “The
fool hath said in his heart, [There is] no God. They are corrupt, they have done
abominable works, [there is] none that doeth good” (Psalm 14:1).
However, such has been the power of the witness of the Gospel amongst the nations that
such atheism has been suppressed and concealed; but now that the last days and their
‘perilous times’ (2 Timothy 3:1) are dawning, man is much more bold to declare his true
feeling about the Lord. It is as it was in the day when Absalom’s rebellion forced David
from his throne and from his city. That saw those, who in their hearts had hated him, show
their true feelings.
Shimei was just such a man. In the day of David’s humiliation, he felt it was safe for him to
show his true feelings toward David, God’s chosen King. “And when King David came to
Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose
name [was] Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came. And he
cast stones at David, and at all the servants of King David: and all the people and all the
mighty men [were] on his right hand and on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed,
Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial: the LORD hath
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returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned;
and the LORD hath delivered the Kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and,
behold, thou [art taken] in thy mischief, because thou [art] a bloody man” (2 Samuel 16:5
-8).
The day of ‘SHIMEI’ has dawned amongst those nations which in former times embraced
the Gospel to some measure. The open cursing may only be heard amongst some, but
soon it will be taken up by the many!
The defiance we speak of may be seen in the actions of the public during this pandemic
and even more so in the last day or so as restrictions have been eased. The streets in
London have been crowded by those who blindly refuse to acknowledge that there is a
‘plague’!
Common sense has gone out the window - and little wonder since, “The fear of the
LORD [is] the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do [His
commandments]: His praise endureth for ever” (Psalm 111:10). “There is no fear of
God before their eyes” (Romans 3:18). Released from the kind and merciful restraints
imposed by a ‘fear of God’, society blindly plunges headlong into sin and even greater
defiance of God. “The fear of the LORD [is] to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the
evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Proverbs 8:13). These are the very things
that are loved and embraced today in the absence of the acknowledgement and fear
of God!
3. There is approaching that day when such will be the full development of
rebellious man’s arrogant defiance of God that He will be acknowledged as the
author of the plagues falling upon the earth, but even so He will continue to be
challenged and mocked to His face!
Pictures: Crowds of young people waiting to enter a club as 19th July
dawns and the ignoring of any ‘isolation’ once in the club.
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Please read again the verses at the beginning of this article.
“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to
scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the
Name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give Him
glory. And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his Kingdom
was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of
Heaven because of their pains and their sores and repented not of their deeds” (Revelation
16:8-11)

Here is evil defiance in its most depraved form. Here are those who know that they are
under the judgment of God and yet they defy Him openly and in the foulest manner. It
is but proof that hell-fire does not produce repentance! Hell-fire is eternal because, even
in Hell, sinners continue to blaspheme God and defy Him and so fuel continuing and
continual punishment.
Dear Christian friends, let us rightly understand the spirit that is abroad in our land and
amongst other nations and let us recognise the ‘signs of the times’ which the Saviour said
would come upon the earth just before His return.
The refusal to acknowledge God will soon be followed by a seeking to silence those who
do. That will bring persecution upon those faithful to the Saviour. We ought to be aware
of this and prepare ourselves by donning the ‘whole armour of God’!
The United Kingdom was, to a very large degree, unprepared for the commencement of
war in 1939. That unpreparedness was a result of a refusal by the nation’s leadership to
acknowledge the many signs which heralded a coming danger. Had our nation been
prepared, I have no doubt that Nazi Germany would have thought twice about
launching its evil crusade which resulted in the death of millions and the immeasurable
destruction throughout the world.

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the
thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
Matthew 24:42-44
Rev. Ivan Foster (Rtd)
19th July, 2021
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VIOLENT RIOTING IN SOUTH AFRICA
A PRAYER REQUEST
Shaun Willcock (Bible Based Ministries), a Minister of the Gospel in South Africa and a
regular contributor to our CW Newsletter, has sent the following distressing report on the
serious situation in his Province in South Africa. This urgent message speaks for itself – the
situation is critical. Please remember him and his family in your prayers.
“This is a brief message to let you know something of what is going on right now in South
Africa and, in particular, in the Province where we live. For some days now, riots have
occurred throughout the
Province.
These
demonstrations have been
linked to the arrest of former
South African President, Jacob
Zuma. He is a Zulu and the
rioters are predominantly
Zulus. However, although his
arrest is certainly motivating
many to go on the rampage,
it is likely many others are
joining the rioters because of
various other grievances; President Zuma resigned in 2018.
and, of course, there are the
usual rent-a-riot mobs, opportunistically joining in for their own gain. One thing is certain:
many of the riots are very carefully planned, not merely spontaneous outbreaks.
For days now, major freeways have been blocked by burning trucks, cars have been
stoned, shopping centres have been set ablaze and looting is widespread - as mobs go
on the rampage. Police officers have been attacked. Many access roads are
completely inaccessible. Most businesses are closed down, people cannot get to work
and, even if they could, it is just too dangerous. There is palpable tension and fear
everywhere.
Typically, the pro-Communist Government and the South African President have been
dragging their heels, making mostly clucking noises, but taking very little action. The one
real duty of Government is to maintain law and order (Rom. 13:1-7), but this the
Government is failing to do. The police seem powerless. Here and there they are trying
but, for the most part, very little is being done and some police officers are joining the
looters. Residents are cowering in their homes. It is very likely the Government will bring
in the army at some point but, although this sounds like a great idea to many, it is
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actually very dangerous and could exacerbate the situation immensely.
In addition, all too predictably, there are voice messages circulating which are claiming
that white South Africans (who are a small minority in the country) should be the main
target of the violence as (they claim) so-called ‘white monopoly capital’ controls the
President. There are plenty
of rioters who would be
only too willing to heed such
messages.
I am writing this e-mail to
request prayer from the
Lord’s people, for us and
for all Christians living here.
Unless swift action is taken
by the Authorities, it is
possible we may not have
internet access, if we are
forced to leave our homes.
Our trust is in the Lord!”
Update by Shaun’s wife, Stacey (15 July)
“We apologise for the general e-mail and for not replying individually to everyone who
has so kindly written e-mails of support to us. We would love to, but at the moment we
are simply worn out and still very much in the midst of this mayhem.
Our little town, like so many other towns in South Africa, is under constant threat, and
Shaun is out every day and every night with other residents, manning a roadblock at the
entrance to our town. He has been there from 2.00am to 6.00am every night and
again from 2.00pm to 6.00pm every afternoon.
It is very tense and very dangerous, with armed rioters trying to get into towns in order to
loot and attack everything and everyone in sight. Shopping centres are destroyed,
petrol has run out, food is running out, as is medicine - and there is yet no end in sight.
The citizens are armed and will defend their families and properties to the last. There
are running battles in many streets. The police and army are nowhere to be seen and
they are running out of ammunition themselves. The police have lost control. We know it
is up to the residents to defend themselves – no-one will be coming to our aid.
We, as believers, know that our lives are in the Lord’s hands. Whenever Shaun returns
from his shift at the barricades, our family read the Scriptures and pray for the Lord’s
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people throughout the land and for law and order to be restored soon. We look to our
Lord by faith. As Shaun says, the prayer of the humble child of God moves the arm of
Omnipotence.
Shaun is exhausted - as it is almost impossible to sleep between shifts. The nights are
very cold and sitting in the dark, out on the road, waiting and listening, with thick bushes
all around - takes its toll. We are all very close to exhaustion and would appreciate
prayers for us all. Our daughters are calm and we are trusting in the Lord, but the
tension is almost palpable and it is taking its toll on us all. Shaun’s elderly mother lives
with us and is unwell at the moment, but is also looking to the Lord.

Our little town has held out well so far, but we have just received word that things could
hot up again. The man in charge of the Community Watch has called all men to gather
to defend against an expected direct attack. Please pray for us. It is very serious.”
Further update by Shaun, 22nd July, following an improvement in the situation:
“Above all, we must give thanks to the Lord for His wonderful providential preservation.
This was brought home to us very forcefully. Although living close to the road up which
the hordes would have come if they had made it that far, our family was kept safe at all
times. At no time were we directly threatened. Although people in other places
witnessed terrible sights and experienced terrifying encounters, we did not. In addition,
dear brethren in another town, although in an even more vulnerable position, were
preserved throughout this time as well. We marvelled at the Lord’s goodness to us, in
preserving our lives and properties. To Him belongs all the praise and glory. Truly, “This
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them” (Ps.
34:6,7). How good He is to His people! We are immortal till our work is done. “For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). We live until our
allotted time is up and then we go to Him forever.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to those brethren in the Lord who upheld us in
prayer around the world and sent us messages of support and encouragement during
this week of turmoil and danger. The Lord is Sovereign; our lives are His.
Is it over now? No, it is not. As I write this, things have settled down a lot, but even so we
are on high alert, as the violence could easily flare up again. Now is the time for great
vigilance, not complacency. We are still out on patrols day and night. We ask all the
Lord’s people to uplift us in prayer in the comings days.”
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CONSOLATION FOR THOSE WHO ARE
IN TRIBULATION
“These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33)
Our tender, loving and gracious Lord well knew what feeble ones He had
to deal with. He knew from painful experience what tribulation was, for He
was a “Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief,” reproached and
despised by the very rabble, set at nought by the rulers – and put to the
most shameful and painful death that malice then knew. He, therefore, tells
His disciples, in the most gentle manner, what they must expect; but He
prefaces it with consolation – “In Me ye shall have peace.” Were we not of
the earth earthy, we should not want anything besides the first declaration
to keep the mind stayed and calm under the most severe trials; and, when
trials are at a distance, we are ready to think this is alone sufficient; but our
dear Captain well knew how much we should need to keep our head
above water when the enemy comes in like a flood. He kindly, therefore,
provides all necessary consolation.
Our kind and tender Redeemer held a long discourse with His poor,
disconsolate disciples just before He was betrayed into the hands of sinners,
the scope of which seems to be to establish their minds in the belief of His
Godhead (or equality and oneness with the Father), as is plain by the
context. He well knew the accursed death He was about to die would
shake their confidence and that, when His body was entombed, they would
be ready to think all was over, as is plain some of them did, notwithstanding
all His instructions. “But we trusted that it had been He which should have
redeemed Israel;” and, when they heard of His resurrection, instead of
receiving the tidings with glad expectation, they could scarcely credit what
they heard, but were astonished at the report the women gave of not
finding His body, etc., as you may read in Luke 24:21 and following verses.
But, though they did not understand His doctrine until He opened their
understanding that they might understand the Scripture, then the belief of
this glorious mystery greatly strengthened them for future trials. In Him, as
the incarnate God, they then had peace.
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“These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world.” Jesus is emphatically styled “our peace” in Ephesians 2:14,15:
“For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in His flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” Faith,
appropriating faith, brings that peace into the conscience that all the
tumults of the world cannot disturb when it is in lively exercise; but, if it is at
a low ebb, and billow after billow rise, fear sometimes makes headway
against the soul and the child of God finds it hard work to hold up his
head with any degree of cheerfulness; but we must remember that we
are in an enemy’s country and, therefore, must expect molestation.
“In the world ye shall have tribulation.” Our Captain met with as much
tribulation from the world as any private soldier – yea, as much as all put
together ever met with, for “in all their afflictions He was afflicted.” And
the cruel treatment any of His members now meet with touches Him. This
appears plain from Revelation 1:7 - “Behold, He cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.” I do not
think this refers merely to those who nailed Him to the cross literally and
thrust the spear into His side, but to those who have pierced or wounded
the members of His mystical body. There is not a scoff, a jeer, or a
reproach, that is thrown at a member of His, but Jesus feels it as the Head.
He looks with pity and tenderness upon His suffering family, and will cause
every trial to work for good. If tribulation were not better, infinitely
better, than ease, our gracious God would not suffer us to be exercised
therewith.
When our first parents sinned and exposed themselves and all their
posterity to the everlasting wrath and fiery indignation of a Holy God,
though our most merciful and gracious God found a Ransom, that a
certain number should be delivered from going down into the pit, yet He
thus declares, “I will put enmity between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” This has ever been the
case. This is a cross every renewed soul must carry. “If any man will be
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My disciple, let him take up his cross and follow Me.” Shall mortal man
complain at this? “We are by nature children of wrath, even as others.”
We can give no reason why the Lord set His love upon us more than
others; and if we suffer from the fall only in this life, shall we complain?
Do not our daily offences call for the rod of affliction? And, if our Father
only deals with us as a wise and tender Parent, shall we complain? Did
we not once feel enmity in our hearts against God and the ways of God?
And is this slain and love put in its place? Oh, what reason have we to be
thankful that we were not left in the ruins of the fall to be persecutors,
instead of being the persecuted!
Seeing it is declared with a yea that “all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution,” and in the text under consideration, that “in the
world ye shall have tribulation,” it is but striving against the immutable
decrees of God to strive to avoid it. We should indeed be careful that
we give our adversaries no just occasion to speak reproachfully, for if we
take this patiently, it is but reasonable, as we are then only buffeted for
our faults, and can by no means repair the injury we do to the cause of
truth. If, however, we be wrongfully reproached, we may rejoice,
inasmuch as we are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, and the spirit of glory
and of God resteth upon us (1 Peter 4:14). We have not only the
promise of peace in Christ to bear up our minds under the tribulations of
the way, but we have also an assurance that our enemies are already
conquered: “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Though a
troop may for a little season overcome us, yet we shall at last overcome
through the Captain of our salvation – yea and be more than conquerors
through Him that loved us. Victory! victory!

S. R. from the ‘The Sower’, 1819
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News and Current Affairs
FOOTBALL: Why the Euro final should never have been arranged for a Sunday
By Peter Simpson, Penn Free Methodist Church
Liverpool Football Club owes its origins to a Methodist chapel back in 1878. The first
President of Tottenham Hotspur, in the 1880s, was a John Ripsher, a Bible teacher at the
local All Hallows’ Church. Manchester City began life as the St. Mark’s Church football
team. Aston Villa came into being in 1874 via the Villa Cross Wesleyan Chapel. The list
of today’s top clubs having distinctly Christian origins could go on.
These facts add a poignancy to the grave error of the Euro 2021 final being held on the
Lord’s Day, the day of Christ’s resurrection, the day of which the hymn writer John
Newton wrote - ‘Day of all the week the best, Emblem of eternal rest’. We have here
a very telling symbol of Britain’s dire spiritual condition, an aspect of which is the absolute
idolising of sport. Holding this football match on a Sunday represents a completely
unnecessary desecration of the Christian sabbath; and, of course, it is not just football
which is guilty of such desecration.
Many will argue that Christianity is not about a Victorian-style religious hypocrisy, as
seen in an outward conforming to the observance of a special day; it is rather about
communities coming together, rejoicing together and helping one another. What is at
stake here, however, is the soul of a nation. In considering the Lord’s Day, we are dealing
with nothing less than the fourth of the Ten Commandments.
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The new covenant in Christ did not set aside the Sabbath principle, this being a preMosaic creation ordinance, which the Saviour, who is the Lord of the Sabbath and the
Creator of the universe, moved from the seventh to the first day of the week. This was to
mark the new creation which is salvation from sin. Christ rose from the dead on the first
day - and His resurrection demonstrates the Father’s pleasure with His Son’s work of
redemption on the Cross. For this reason, along with a memorial of God’s initial work of
creation, mankind must ‘remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy’ (Exodus 20:8).
I hear the cry - ‘You keep the Sabbath if you want to, but do not expect non-believers to
do so’. This plea ignores the Biblical principle that God judges whole nations according
to their attitude to Him. ‘Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any
people’ (Proverbs 14:34). Rejection of God’s laws does not exclude both individuals and
nations from His governance and jurisdiction. Our country’s attitude to the Sabbath is a
key barometer of its attitude generally to the God who manifests Himself in the Person
of Jesus Christ.
A major sports event held quite unnecessarily on the Lord’s Day, in a nation whose
Monarch promised at her coronation to uphold the teachings of the Christian Scriptures,
shows that England is now utterly contemptuous of its glorious Christian heritage.
Instead of the privilege of observing this special day of rest, given to mankind by the
Lord for the benefit of both body and soul, the nation was subjected on this particular
Sunday to Britain’s two substitute religions: the idol of sport and the obsequious
veneration of the BLM Movement. As the England team took the knee, it was
honouring a Marxist organisation which wants to abolish prisons and the Police, the UK to
have open borders – and which denounces Churchill as a racist.
How sad it is that so few realise that a nation which keeps the Sabbath Day holy in
order to worship the risen Christ will be a happy and prosperous nation, enjoying a far
more enduring elation than that which could ever pertain to winning a football match.
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Teaching union slated for telling teachers to “make white privilege and colonialism
visible” in schools — by a correspondent in British Church Newspaper, 16 July, 2021
In a sign of things to come, the left-wing-run National Education Union (NEU), the UK’s
biggest teaching Union, has prepared a Report to be sent to all teachers, discussing
methods for ‘making white privilege and colonialism visible’. The proposal is the latest
outworking in the UK of the US-originated ‘Critical Race Theory’ (CRT), which teaches
that all white people have inborn ‘privilege’ and are racist by nature. Those who
subscribe to its pernicious theories are known as ‘woke’.
The NEU Report, which has Communist overtones, claims that: “From curriculum, to routines,
to classroom layout, our education system has been shaped by colonisation and neoliberalism” and it recommends “drafting in specialists to train teachers and schools on
whiteness, anti-racism, activism, creating tools for critical self-reflection and understanding
the system”.
The Report was condemned by Conservative MP, Sir John Hayes, Chairman of the
Common Sense Group, as ‘sinister’: “To think that people with such a warped view of the
past, present and future should be instructing our children is chilling. The truth is Britain has
made disproportionately noble contributions to the history of the world”. Former
Headteacher, Mark Lehain, also warned: “Schools are there to educate pupils, not
evangelise for extreme ideologies or turn children into activists. It’s sad that a Union
would encourage its members to push things that are so divisive”.
In Brighton, local Councillors have demanded that ‘Critical Race Theory’ be taught
throughout Brighton’s schools, where the town’s large LGBT community has already
influenced the assiduous promotion of LGBT ideology in schools. Parents’ fury at these
divisive teaching methods have led to a group of Brighton parents banding together to
form a campaign group - ‘Don’t Divide Us’.
In the same edition of the BCN, in the In our opinion column, the following comment was
made:
White Privilege
The article by our correspondent about ‘white privilege’ reminded us of Deuteronomy
28:15 where Moses warned his hearers, “it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all His commandments and His
statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and
overtake thee”.
One of them was that - “The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very
high; and thou shalt come down very low” (Deuteronomy 28:43).
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A Victory for the Gospel and free speech
Darren Tosh, Executive Director, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 16 July, 2021
We are greatly encouraged by the recent outcome of the Lancashire Festival of Hope
case, involving the removal of adverts from buses in Blackpool – and we wanted to
share the news with you directly. Back in April, a Judge ruled that Blackpool Borough
Council and Blackpool Transport Services Limited were wrong in their decision to remove
the adverts, which she determined violated the Equality Act and the Human Rights Act.
The Judge wrote - “This is the antithesis of the manner in which a public authority should
behave in a democratic society.” The strongly worded ruling made it clear that
Christians who hold Biblical views on human sexuality, including Franklin Graham and the
organisers of the Festival, are not extremists and must be treated fairly.
Last week, with the matter headed back to Court to determine appropriate remedies,
Blackpool accepted the Court’s findings and agreed to settlement terms, bringing the
case to a close. Blackpool Borough Council and Blackpool Transport Services Limited
published a clear apology. They admitted they were wrong in their decision and that
they discriminated against Lancashire Festival of Hope based on the religious beliefs of
Franklin Graham and they also interfered with freedom of speech.
In addition to the public apology, Blackpool will pay £70,000 to cover legal costs
incurred by the Festival.
Perhaps more significantly,
in terms of the lasting impact
of this case, is the additional
£25,000 in ‘just satisfaction’
damages that Blackpool is
required to pay. The Case
was never about money, of
course. It was always about
preserving the right for
Christians to proclaim the
truth of the Gospel in the
public square. Together, the
ruling and remedies in this
case send a clear message that this sort of treatment of Christians will not be tolerated.
Franklin Graham, President and CEO of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association said “This is an important moment for religious freedom in the UK. We’re grateful to God for
the final outcome of this Case and for what it will mean for churches and Christians across
the UK in the years ahead. The Good News of Jesus Christ must be proclaimed. My
prayer is that this case will encourage Christians to stand firm.”
Abbreviated
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Christian Watch Booklets for the Ivory Coast
A few months ago, a copy of the booklet by Dr. I. A. Sadler - entitled “Behold the
Goodness and Severity of God” - was sent free of charge to all CW members.
Shortly after this, Dr. Sadler – who is Chairman of the Free Grace Evangelistic
Association (FGEA)* – advised that one of their representatives in the Ivory Coast would
be interested in distributing the booklet in his country, if it could be translated into French.
Christian Watch agreed to underwrite the cost of the printing and Dr. Sadler undertook
to arrange the translation work.

The booklets, together with a quantity of Received Text Bibles, were despatched to the
Ivory Coast earlier this year and we have now been advised that a quantity of these
were then forwarded on to Guinea. The photographs are from Guinea.

*FGEA was formed in 2010. By God’s grace, very significant openings have arisen in
Africa and Asia for the free distribution of faithful versions of the Bible and sound Christian
literature through trusted co-ordinators and representatives.
For further information see www.freegrace-ea.org
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REMEMBER LOT’S WIFE
By: J. C. Ryle
There are few warnings in Scripture more solemn than this. The Lord Jesus Christ says
to us - “Remember Lot’s wife.”
Lot’s wife was a professor of religion: her husband was a “righteous man” (2 Peter 2:8).
She left Sodom with him on the day when Sodom was destroyed; she looked back
towards the city from behind her husband, against God’s express command; she was
struck dead at once and turned into a pillar of salt. And the Lord Jesus Christ holds her
up as a beacon to His church. He says - “Remember Lot’s wife”.
It is a solemn warning, when we think of the person Jesus names.
He does not bid us remember Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, or Sarah, or Hannah, or
Ruth. No: He singles out one whose soul was lost for ever. He cries to us - “Remember
Lot’s wife.”
It is a solemn warning, when we consider the subject Jesus is upon.
He is speaking of His own Second Coming to judge the world. He is describing the awful
state of unreadiness in which many will be found. The last days are on His mind, when
He says - “Remember Lot’s wife.”
It is a solemn warning, when we think of the Person who gives it.
The Lord Jesus is full of love, mercy and compassion. He is one who will not break the
bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax. He could weep over unbelieving Jerusalem
and pray for the men that crucified Him; yet He thinks it good to remind us of lost souls.
He says - “Remember Lot’s wife.”
It is a solemn warning, when we think of the persons to whom it was first given.
The Lord Jesus was speaking to His disciples: He was not addressing the scribes and
Pharisees, who hated Him, but Peter, James and John - and many others who loved Him;
yet even to them He thinks it good to address a caution. Even to them He says “Remember Lot’s wife.”
It is a solemn warning, when we consider the manner in which it was given.
He does not merely say - “Beware of following – take heed to imitating – do not be like
Lot’s wife.” He uses a different word. He says - “Remember.” He speaks as if we were
all in danger of forgetting the subject. He stirs up our lazy memories. He bids us keep
the case before our minds. He cries - “Remember Lot’s wife.”
I will now speak of the religious privileges which Lot’s wife enjoyed.
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In the days of Abraham and Lot, true saving religion was scarce upon earth; there were
no Bibles, no Ministers, no churches, no tracts, no missionaries. The knowledge of God
was confined to a few favoured families; the greater part of the inhabitants of the world
were living in darkness, ignorance, superstition and sin. Not one in a hundred perhaps
had such good example, such spiritual society, such clear knowledge, such plain warnings,
as Lot’s wife. Compared with millions of her fellow creatures in her time, Lot’s wife was a
favoured woman.
She had a godly man for her husband: she had Abraham, the father of the faithful for
her uncle by marriage. The faith, the knowledge and the prayers of these two righteous
men could have been no secret to her. It is impossible that she could have dwelt in tents
with them for any length of time, without knowing whose they were and whom they
served. Religion with them was no formal business; it was the ruling principle of their lives
and the mainspring of their actions. All this Lot’s wife must have seen and known. This
was no small privilege.
When Abraham first received the promises, it is probable Lot’s wife was there. When he
built his tent between Hai and Bethel, it is probable she was there. When the angels
came to Sodom and warned her husband to flee, she saw them; when they took them by
the hand and led them out of the city, she was one of those whom they helped to escape.
Once more, I say, these were no small privileges; but, after all, there is one thing without
which privileges are useless; that one thing is the grace of the Holy Ghost.

On the southern shore of the Dead
Sea, this column made of salt and
rocks is called “Lot’s Wife”.
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Yet what good effect had all these privileges on the heart of Lot’s wife?
None at all. Notwithstanding all her opportunities and means of grace – not
withstanding all her special warnings and messages from Heaven, she lived and died
graceless, godless, impenitent and unbelieving. The eyes of her understanding were
never opened; her conscience was never really aroused and quickened; her will was
never really brought into a state of obedience to God; her affections were never really
set on things above.
The form of religion which she had was kept up for fashion’s sake and not from feeling; it
was a cloak worn for the sake of pleasing her company, but not from any sense of its
value. She did as others around her in Lot’s house; she conformed to her husband’s ways;
she made no opposition to his religion; she allowed herself to be passively towed along
in his wake; but all this time her heart was wrong in the sight of God. The world was in
her heart – and her heart was in the world. In this state she lived and, in this state, she
died.
In all this there is much to be learned. I see a lesson here which is of the greatest
importance in the present day. You live in times when there are many persons just like
Lot’s wife. Consider the lesson her case is meant to teach us.
Learn, then, that the mere possession of religious privileges will save no-one’s soul.
You may have spiritual advantages of every description; you may live in the full
sunshine of the richest opportunities and means of grace; you may enjoy the best of
preaching and the choicest instruction; you may dwell in the midst of light, knowledge,
holiness and good company. All this may be – and yet you, yourself, may remain
unconverted and, at the last, be lost for ever.
I dare say this doctrine sounds hard to some. I know that many fancy they want nothing
but religious privileges in order to become decided Christians. They are not what they
ought to be at present, they allow; but their position is so hard, they plead, and their
difficulties are so many…Give them a godly husband, or a godly wife – give them
godly companions, or a godly master – give them the preaching of the Gospel – give
them privileges …and then they would walk with God.
It is all a mistake. It is an entire delusion. It requires something more than privileges to
save souls. Joab was David’s captain; Gehazi was Elisha’s servant; Demas was Paul’s
companion; Judas Iscariot was Christ’s disciple; and Lot had a worldly, unbelieving wife.
These all died in their sins. They went down to the pit in spite of knowledge, warnings
and opportunities; and they all teach us that it is not privileges alone that men need.
They need the grace of the Holy Ghost.
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Let us value our religious privileges but let us not rest entirely upon them.
Let us desire to have the benefit of them in all our movements in life, but let us not put
them in the place of Christ. Let us use them thankfully, if God gives them to us, but let us
take care they produce some fruit in our heart and life. If they do not do good, they
often do positive harm; they sear the conscience, they increase responsibility, they
aggravate condemnation. The same fire which melts the wax hardens the clay; the same
sun which makes the living tree grow, dries up the dead tree and prepare it for burning.
Nothing so hardens the heart of man as a barren familiarity with sacred things. Once
more I say, it is not privileges alone which make people Christians, but the grace of the
Holy Ghost. Without that no man will ever be saved.
I ask those who attend a sound ministry to mark well what I am saying.
You go to Mr. A’s or Mr. B’s church; you think him an excellent preacher; you delight in his
sermons; you cannot hear anyone else with the same comfort; you have learned many
things since you attended his ministry; you consider it a privilege to be one of his hearers!
All this is very good. It is a privilege. I should be thankful if Ministers like yours were
multiplied a thousandfold; but, after all, what have you got in your heart? Have you yet
received the Holy Ghost? If not, you are no better than Lot’s wife.
I ask the children of religious parents to mark well what I am saying.
It is the highest privilege to be the child of a godly father and mother and to be brought
up in the midst of many prayers. It is a blessed thing indeed to be taught the Gospel
from our earliest infancy and to hear of sin - and Jesus - and the Holy Spirit - and
holiness - and Heaven, from the first moment we can remember anything. But, Oh, take
heed that you do not remain barren and unfruitful in the sunshine of all these privileges;
beware lest your hearts remain hard, impenitent and worldly, notwithstanding the many
advantages you enjoy. You must eat the bread of life for yourself and have the witness
of the Spirit in your own heart. You must have repentance of your own, faith of your
own, and sanctification of your own. If not, you are no better than Lot’s wife.
I pray God that all professing Christians in these days may lay these things to heart.
May we never forget that privileges alone cannot save us. Light and knowledge - and
faithful preaching - and abundant means of grace - and the company of holy people
are all great blessings and advantages. Happy are they that have them! But, after all,
there is one thing without which privileges are useless; that one thing is the grace of the
Holy Ghost. Lot’s wife had many privileges; but Lot’s wife had not grace.
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TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISE WHEN IT SEEMS
IMPOSSIBLE
Reformation Scotland website
(www.reformationscotland.co.uk.) 13 July, 2021
It is not difficult to trust God when we can see how the promises can be fulfilled. We
have outlined the future in our minds and think we know what God will do and when;
but when all this changes and circumstances seem to make it impossible, our minds are
thrown into confusion and despair. Our fears take over and because we cannot see how
God can glorify Himself in such circumstances, we almost conclude it cannot happen. We
wonder why He does not choose what seems to us the quickest, simplest way. It is
because He is choosing the wisest way to bring most glory to Himself and our faith is
being tested and refined in the process. We are reminded that God’s glory, and not
our personal preference, matters most.
Mary and Martha were in this situation. It seemed clear that if Christ came in good time,
Lazarus could be healed. They cannot understand why He would delay until after their
brother had died and the situation was now impossible. Christ fully sympathised with
them, but He intended to show them and others a greater view of His glory. His purpose
was to strengthen and draw forth their faith (John 11:40). George Hutcheson1 explains
more of this in the following updated extract.
1. God’s glory is His ultimate aim
God so orders the affairs and conditions of His people that His glory may be manifested
in and about them. This is His chief aim and end in all He does. Therefore, He describes
the miracle of Lazarus being raised from the dead as a manifestation of the glory of
God, because this was His ultimate aim.

2. God’s glory should matter most to us
It is the duty of the Lord’s people to be more affected with the glory of God shining in
His works, than with any particular advantage that they may receive from them. He
declares, therefore, that the glory of God is more to be seen and to be taken notice of
by Martha in this miracle, than the raising up of her brother.
3. God’s glory is greater in the greatest difficulties
God’s people may be encouraged to expect His promise to be fulfilled, however
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impossible it may seem. They are encouraged by the fact that, in doing so, He will not
only do them good, but will get an occasion to show His own glory. His glory is,
therefore, engaged to do them good. Since His glory is thus engaged, Martha does not
need to be so anxious. The miracle is, therefore, described as a manifestation of the
glory of God.
4. God’s glory is anticipated by faith
The way prescribed by God for saints to experience the manifestation of His glory for
their good and comfort is, first, to give Him glory by believing Him and His Word.
Where this is lacking, it justly provokes Him not to display Himself. Martha is told that if
she would believe, she would see the glory of God (see Mark 6:6; Matthew 13:58);
Luke 1:20,45; John 1:50).
5. God’s glory is anticipated by trusting His Word
Although faith may have many difficulties for the present to grapple with, the sweet fruits
that follow from believing encourage us to believe, so that we may partake of them.
Although the stinking body of her brother now mars Martha’s faith, yet the outcome of
faith pleads strongly for it. If in that situation she will venture to believe, her believing
shall lead her to see the glory of God. God’s Word, not carnal reason, is the basis on
which faith may thus venture itself and expect this lovely fruit. Martha is reminded what
Christ had previously said to her and therefore she should believe to see.
6. God’s glory is denied by unbelief
There are just grounds for sharp rebuke and conviction where God has given His Word
and it is not believed. Christ rebukes her by reminding her that she had been told that if
she would believe she would see God’s glory (see Numbers 23:19).
Unbelief may often go under the disguise of a fair show of humility or a similarly
commendable disposition. Yet, in Christ’s esteem, it is an evil not to be tolerated, but
sharply reproved. It is an evil that should be removed quickly so that it does not take
root. This is why He rebukes so sharply and speedily.
_____________________________
1 George Hutcheson (1615-1674) ministered in Ayrshire and Edinburgh and was a
noted Bible expositor. Like many other Ministers, he was removed from his congregation
in 1662 for refusing to conform to the rule of Bishops.
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