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MAN FRAIL, GOD ETERNAL
Psalm 90:1-5
O God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night,
Before the rising sun.

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame –
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

O God, our Help in ages past
Our Hope for years to come,
Be thou our Guard while life shall last,
And our eternal Home.

Thy word commands our flesh to dust,
“Return, ye sons of men”;
All nations rose from earth at first,
And turn to earth again.

Isaac Watts (abbreviated)

A true Christian living in the world is like a ship sailing on the ocean. It is not the
ship being in the water which will sink it, but the water getting into the ship. So, in
like manner, the Christian is not ruined by living in the world, which he must
necessarily do while he remains in the body, but by the world living in him. The
world in the heart has ruined millions of immortal souls. How careful are mariners
in guarding against leakage, lest the water, entering into the vessel, should by
imperceptible degrees cause it to sink. And ought not the Christian to watch and
pray, least Satan and the world should find some unguarded inlet to his heart and
thus, by entering in, bring him to destruction of both body and soul?
- Thomas Reade

2

IN THIS NEWSLETTER:
Letter from the Chairman

4

The Climate Change Cult
Rev. Daniel Henderson

6

Landmarks
Edward Malcolm

9

A Brief View of Heaven
J. C. Ryle

12

Characters and Names of Messiah
John Newton

14

Thanksgiving
J. C. Philpot

18

Christian Resources Exhibition - Report

20

News and Current Affairs

21

Be of Good Cheer
B. A. Ramsbottom

26

At the End of Another Year
James Smith

28

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian
Watch but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)

3

November, 2021

Dear Friends,
Greetings in our Saviour’s precious Name.
One of the problems that beset us all in these days are negative thoughts as
we listen to News Bulletins and the media; but the Apostle Paul reminds us
what we ought to think in Phil. 4:8 – “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” If the Holy Spirit
influences what we think, we will surely know the peace of God in our hearts.
Someone once said – ‘the only way that God can show us that He is in control
is to put us in situations which we cannot control!’ One such situation is climate
control. We have been subjected recently to endless News Reports on COP26
in Glasgow - (see our opening article in this Newsletter) – and David
Attenborough (well-known for his nature programmes on television) is an
ardent believer in the theory of evolution. One of his latest headlines reads as
follows: “End of the world: David Attenborough sends ‘catastrophic’ warning:
not a false alarm.” Hating and rejecting God’s Word, man most readily all
too often embraces the devil’s lie. 2 Timothy 4:4 states: “And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” That is what
underlies the popularity of the theory of evolution and the almost ‘god-like’
status given to David Attenborough by the news media and even members of
the Royal family.
Now just when you thought you had heard everything, the former Archbishop
of Canterbury (and Welsh Druid) Rowan Williams – now in the House of Lords
– said recently in a Zoom meeting in Norway following questions after a Bible
Study on the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah: “Teenage climate activist
Greta Thunberg is a prophet for our times. God has raised up a prophet in
Greta Thunberg in a way that no-one could predict. She has said things that
no-one else could have said. She is a very good example of a prophetic
voice who, like Jeremiah, roused the spiritually slumbering”. No further
comment from me is necessary!
Moving on to a different subject – LGBT. Numerous public sector Institutions –
including both the Scottish and Welsh Governments – have been exposed for
allowing Stonewall (a leading LGBT lobby group) to influence Government
policies. In Scotland, the Government has removed the term “mother” from its
maternity policies to replace it with “gender neutral equivalents”; whilst in
4

Wales, the Government has confirmed that it has replaced “gender reassignment” (which comes from the Equality Act) with Stonewall’s preferred
“gender identity”.
Both Governments are among organisations and
Institutions which pay Stonewall thousands of pounds of taxpayers’ money
each year for advice on trans-gender and other such issues. So much then
for good stewardship of taxpayers’ money!
Every day seems to exceed the previous day when it comes to political
lunacy! A Church of England Primary School has apparently removed the
name of Winston Churchill from one of its student houses – to be re-named
Marcus Rashford! Who is Marcus Rashford, you may well ask? Was he a
war-time leader? A great General? Is he an ex-Prime Minister – a scientist
– a great explorer? No, he is a very well paid footballer who currently
plays for Manchester United! You just couldn’t make it up! (The student
house named after David Attenborough remains unchanged)!
Thankfully, we have some amazing encouragements from
God’s Word to take with us on life’s journey. Just a few
come to mind – “But they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:31); “And the Lord, He it
is that doth go before thee; He will be with thee, He will
not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be
dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8); “My help cometh
from the Lord, which made Heaven and
earth” (Psalm 121:2).
As we come to the close of another year,
we thank God for His goodness towards
us. We wish you the compliments of the
season and trust that the Lord will
continue to bless you in your labours
for Him in 2022. The subscription
rate for the New Year remains
unchanged and our Secretary
looks forward to hearing
from you in the coming
weeks.
Yours in His service,

Ian Henderson
Ian R. Henderson
(Chairman)
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THE CLIMATE CHANGE CULT
Substance of a sermon preached at Moneyslane Free Presbyterian Church,
on Wednesday, 10th November, 2021
by Rev. Daniel I. Henderson
In recent times we have been bombarded by the mainstream media on the subject of
Climate Change.
As COP26 – the 26th Session of the Conference of Parties – started on the 31st October,
2021 in Glasgow, all sorts of Presidents and Prime Ministers, scientists and entrepreneurs
have met together from nations all around the globe to issue forth their ‘dooms-day’
prophecies concerning the end of the world, unless we meet ‘net-zero’ carbon emissions
by a certain date and time. To a large extent the title ‘cult’ is a fitting one for the
Climate Change lobby. The definition of the word ‘cult’ is “a system of religious veneration
and devotion directed towards a particular figure or object.” The worship of ‘motherearth’ is certainly nothing new when we look through the pages of history. This current
global phenomenon concerning the environment is also nothing new but is still somewhat
fantastical.
David Attenborough stated that Climate Change is “really catastrophic.” Boris Johnson
proclaimed: “Daily, weekly, we are doing such irreversible damage that long before a
million years are up, we will have made this beautiful planet effectively uninhabitable – not
just for us but for many other species.” Greta Thunberg has said: “This is the biggest crisis
humanity has ever faced.” But what saith the Lord? Genesis 8:22 couldn’t be clearer:
“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not cease.” Every Christian needs to remember that the
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earth will remain until the time of its destruction that has been appointed by the Lord.
Not destroyed by Climate Change, but ended by the Lord when He finally creates a
New Heaven and a New Earth (Rev. 21:1-4).
Of course, the hypocrisy of our leaders hasn’t been missed by many either. While the
population of the globe have been commanded to ‘Go Green,’ politicians arrived in
Glasgow with private jets and numerous ‘gas guzzling’ limousines and cavalcades.
Unfortunately, the Climate Agenda is somewhat reminiscent of the old phrase: “Do as I
say and not as I do.” However, when we review this topic from a Biblical perspective we
note:
1. The Origin of the Earth
Genesis 1:1 is perfectly plain: “In the beginning God created the Heaven and the earth.” In
Genesis 2:2 we read: “And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had made;
and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made.” Unfortunately,
the majority, if not all of the ‘great minds’ at COP26, don’t know the true history of the
origin of the earth, rather deciding to believe the fable of evolution. When they get
something as fundamental as the origin of the earth wrong, can they be trusted to tell us
about the end of the world? Sadly, 2 Tim. 3:7 is quite applicable here: “Ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

2. The Sustaining of the Earth
When God has been excluded from His own creation – then nothing but chaos can
ensue; but the Christian knows differently in that God is not only the Creator of the world,
but also its Sustainer. The Bible states in Col. 1:17: “And He is before all things, and by
Him all things consist.” (See also Hebrews 1:1-3). If the Creator is still in complete and
active control of His creation – and He is - then how foolish humanity is to fret about its
existence. God has not abdicated His throne. God has not lost His power. Psalm 24:1 is
still as true today as it has ever been: “The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.”
3. The Sin-Problem of the Earth
However, after all of the above being said, there is still no denying that there is a
problem with the earth; but it is a sin problem. When Adam and Eve sinned against
God (Gen. 2:17, Gen. 3:1-6, Rom. 5:12), humanity was cursed by sin; something only
Jesus Christ can remedy through His blood shed at Calvary; but the earth was also
placed under the curse of sin. See Romans 8:22: “For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”
Christians are not Climate Change deniers. We accept that because of the effects of sin,
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the earth’s climate has already radically changed over the six thousand years of
creation’s existence. Christians are simply Climate Change realists. We see changes in
the climate in Scripture at the time of the flood (Gen. 6-8), the 10 Plagues (Ex. 7-11) and
the movements of the Sun in both Joshua and Hezekiah’s day (Joshua 10:12-13, 2 Kings
20, Isaiah 38:8). The Scriptures also teach that there will be huge changes with the earth
at the time of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in the future. See Matthew 24:29-30:
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from Heaven, and the powers of the Heavens
shall be shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in Heaven: and then shall
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of
Heaven with power and great glory.”
4. The Stewardship of the Earth
It is also important to remember that managing the earth and conservation in general
are still Biblical principles. In accepting that this world is God’s creation, we are to
respect it and look after it as such. From the earliest of Scriptures, we find this principle.
Gen. 1:28, “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” The words
‘subdue’ and ‘dominion’ teach that humanity has a role to play in tending to and caring
for the creation all around us.
5. The Destruction of the Earth
Nevertheless, we need to realise that whatever the outcome of all the Conferences and
pledges from politicians, the earth one day will be destroyed; not because of Climate
Change, but because the Lord will dissolve it to fulfil His wish in replacing it. Revelation
21:1 states: And I saw a new Heaven and a new earth: for the first Heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.” 2 Peter 3:10-12 gives further
detail of this earths destruction; but the most important question is - are you ready for
that time? Are you ready for the day when the Lord will finally deal with every last
remnant of sin in the world? If not, then Isaiah 55:6 pleads: “Seek ye the Lord while He
may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near…”
In conclusion, it is important that we realise that for any and every subject – not only
Climate Change – the Word of God has the answer; but for as long as humanity rejects
God’s revealed truth and wisdom in the Bible, people will continue to revel in chaos and
confusion. May God have mercy on us, and may we ever and always ask of every
subject: “What saith the Lord?”
(The full sermon can be heard on Facebook or YouTube by keying in to Moneyslane Free
Presbyterian Church or on the CW website www.christianwatch.org.uk)
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LANDMARKS
By: Edward Malcolm, Honorary Editor, Protestant Truth Magazine
November-December, 2021
I saw an interesting sight recently. A man was walking down the road, wearing dark
glasses and swinging a long cane from side to side in front of him. The foot of the cane
was encased in a rubber ball. The man was most concerned to know where he was in
relation to the wall on his left. As he approached a corner he began to slow and
concentrated his attention on finding the end of the wall. Having done so, he turned left
into a side street and, this time, his cane picked out the kerb on his right. He was walking
straight at a signpost set in the pavement but, as he approached it, he slowed and used
the cane to find it. At this point he turned to his right and prepared to cross the road –
and I lost sight of him.
Thinking about this, I considered how hard his journey would be if any of those fixed
points were to be removed. He clearly made the journey often – and, not surprisingly,
for when he had crossed the road, he would have arrived at the local Blind Institute
building. His confident walking was made possible by his knowledge of the landmarks
and by their fixed and permanent nature. Any change to them would put him at a huge
disadvantage, especially if such changes occurred sufficiently frequently.
Bishop Ryle often drew attention to the fixed and certain principles to which we are to
adhere. The Christian faith consists of a number of such fixed and certain principles - and
they are set out as standards for us. We have, for instance, that pattern for prayer we
know as the Lord’s Prayer. In it we are taught to praise our Heavenly Father, to ask for
those things He has promised for our physical needs and to express our trust in the power
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and faithfulness of God to bring to pass all He has said. We have also the Articles of
our faith, set out in the Apostles’ Creed. Any doctrine that does not conform to any point
in the Creed is to be rejected. Then we have our Articles, Confessions and catechisms.
We place none of these things ahead of the Bible but view them as helpful and wise
summaries of certain key doctrines and articles of our faith. The Council of Nicaea
insisted that the doctrine of Arius was wrong because it went against the creeds of those
present. They were correct – and were able to show from Scripture the heretical nature
of that doctrine they condemned.
In a fast-changing world, those fixed and certain principles of the Christian faith become
more and more important. They are the landmarks by which we recognise our
inheritance. They are the signs and guides by which we know we are walking in the right
way. They define the scope and range of what we are to believe - and act as warnings
to us not to exceed the lawful boundaries.
Sadly, many have worked hard to remove the landmarks, to change the scope and
range of what may lawfully be believed - and confusion has spread as a consequence.
How few believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God? How few believe that
Jesus Christ was born of a pure virgin? How few believe that He rose from the dead?
How few believe that He ascended into Heaven? As for the miracles, these are often
explained away. Much of the content of Scripture is simply dismissed as myth – that is,
as pious re-tellings of actual events, divorced from the facts and re-worked to make
points that suit the writer’s intentions.
Among the various landmarks we must preserve are these:
1. Our commitment to the absolute authority of God’s written Word. The Word of God is
not just some interesting relic from the past, one old collection of writings among several.
It is the Word of life, the lively oracles of God. Anyone who knows this can say with the
Psalmist, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Anyone who
does not know this is living blindly, trusting in human opinions only. To do this is to walk in
darkness, lacking the knowledge of the truth. Let us have the highest opinion of God’s
Holy Word, so that we may have the highest opinion of everything taught in it.
2. Our commitment to the Divinity and full humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Church
arrived at a settled position on this most important of doctrines a long time ago. It was
not, as some falsely maintain, that the church took a long time to come up with the
doctrine of the Trinity, but that it took a long time for the errors of the heretics to be
answered satisfactorily. The result is the great Creeds, the Apostles’ Creed, the so-called
Nicene Creed and the Athanasian (accepted by many continental Reformers and still
accepted by the Church of England).
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3. Our commitment to the internal working of God the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.
Of course, there are some who place such emphasis on the supposed work of the Holy
Spirit that they deny His actual work, as the inspirer and preserver of Holy Scripture,
speaking through the prophets and Apostles. Others, it seems, act as if there were no
Holy Spirit, and they may appear to be dormant if not dead, lacking any evidence of
the life-giving power of the Comforter.
4. Our commitment to worshipping God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – in forms that reflect
(as far as sinful man can) the glory that belongs to the Godhead. Some prefer traditional
forms of worship, which can be nothing more than mere tradition, or can be a reflection
of a desire to worship the Lord as they have always done. Others prefer more modern
forms, which can reflect a preference for a more emotional engagement, perhaps
coupled with too great a liking for worldly entertainment – or this can reflect other
considerations. Whatever the manner we choose, let us be sure that it truly honours the
Lord - and serves to set forth His glory.
5. Our commitment to loving our Triune God so that we do His will. The lifestyle grandly
known as antinomian simply means the one that professes one thing and does another.
How many Christians claim to be forgiven sinners, but still continue in sin as if nothing had
changed? How many do so because they have been badly taught by Pastors who
ought to know better? How many are simply in denial about the lives they live - and the
values they hold on to? May we understand what it means to be Christ’s people.
6. Our commitment to the great commission, taking the Gospel into all the world. We
might do this as missionaries, or as evangelists, or – more likely – by living consistent, God
-honouring lives and speaking to others of what the Lord has done for us. The testimony
of people who are just like their neighbours is a powerful testimony. It shows that the
Christian faith is not just for theologians, or for the weak, or for the bigoted.
7. Our belief and hope in the resurrection of the body - and the promise of eternal life in the
world to come. Contrary to the opinion of certain liberal theologians, Heaven and Hell
are not what we make of life now but refer to the state into which all shall come
immediately following the last judgment. Hell is the place of everlasting punishment,
even if we wish it were not so. Heaven is the place of eternal bliss in the presence of our
Saviour Christ, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world. Jesus Christ
has gone to prepare a place for us and will come again to gather us to Himself. He
promised this in John 14:1-4. Do we believe the promise? Do we live by it? Have we
laid up treasure in Heaven?
Sadly, many have worked hard to remove the landmarks, to change the scope and
range of what may lawfully be believed, and confusion has spread as a consequence;
but God says: “Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark. And all the
people shall say, Amen” (Deut. 27:17). Can we repeat the Amen?
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A BRIEF VIEW OF HEAVEN
By J. C. Ryle
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In
My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).

We have in this passage a very comfortable account of Heaven, or the
future abode of saints. It is but little that we understand about Heaven
while we are here in the body, and that little is generally taught us in
the Bible by negatives much more than positives; but here, at any rate,
there are some plain things.
Heaven is a “Father’s House” - the house of that God of whom Jesus
says, “I ascend unto My Father, and your Father” (John 20:17). It is, in
a word, home: the home of Christ and Christians. This is a sweet and
touching expression. Home, as we all know, is the place where we are
generally loved for our own sakes and not for our gifts or possessions;
the place where we are loved to the end, never forgotten – and
always welcome. This is one idea of Heaven. Believers are in a
strange land and at school in this life. In the life to come, they will be
at home.
Heaven is a place of “mansions” – of lasting, permanent and eternal
dwellings. Here in the body, we are in lodgings, tents and tabernacles
and must submit to many changes. In Heaven, we shall be settled at
last and go out no more. “Here have we no continuing city” (Heb.
13:14). Our house not made with hands shall never be taken down.
Heaven is a place where Christ Himself shall be present. He will not
be content to dwell without His people: “Where I am, there ye may be
also.” We need not think that we shall be alone and neglected. Our
Saviour – our elder Brother, our Redeemer, who loved us and gave
Himself for us – shall be in the midst forever. What we shall see, and
whom we shall see in Heaven, we cannot fully conceive yet, while we
are in the body; but one thing is certain: we shall see Christ.
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Let these things sink down into our minds. To the worldly and careless
they may seem nothing at all. To all who feel in themselves the
working of the Spirit of God, they are full of unspeakable comfort. If
we hope to be in Heaven, it is pleasant to know what Heaven is like.
We have, lastly, in this passage a solid ground for expecting good
things to come. Our sinful flesh is apt to rob us of our comfort about
heaven. “We wish we could think it was all true.” “We fear we shall
never be admitted into Heaven.” Let us hear what Jesus says to
encourage us.
One cheering word is this: “I go to prepare a place for you.” Heaven
is a prepared place for a prepared people: a place that we shall find
Christ Himself has made ready for true Christians. He has prepared it
by procuring a right for every sinner who believes to enter in. None
can stop us and say we have no business there. He has prepared it by
going before us as our Head and Representative and taking possession
of it for all the members of His mystical body. As our forerunner, He
has marched in, leading captivity captive and has planted His banner
in the land of glory. He has prepared it by carrying our names with
Him as our High Priest into the Holy of Holies and making angels ready
to receive us. They that enter Heaven will find they are neither
unknown nor unexpected.
Another cheering word is this: “I will come again, and receive you
unto myself.” Christ will not wait for believers to come up to Him, but
will come down to them, to raise them from their graves and escort
them to their Heavenly home. As Joseph came to meet Jacob, so will
Jesus come to call His people together and guide them to their
inheritance. The second advent ought never to be forgotten. Great is
the blessedness of looking back to Christ coming the first time to suffer
for us, but no less great is the comfort of looking forward to Christ
coming the second time, to raise and reward His saints.
Let us leave the whole passage with solemnised feelings and serious
self-examination. How much they miss who live in a dying world and
yet know nothing of God as their Father and Christ as their Saviour!
From: Expository Thoughts on John, Vol. 3
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CHARACTERS AND NAMES OF MESSIAH
Extract of a sermon preached by John
Newton
“Unto us a child is born;” in our nature,
born of a woman: “Unto us a Son is
given,” not merely a man-child, but,
emphatically, a Son, the Son of God. This
was the most precious gift, the highest
proof and testimony of Divine love. The
distinction and union of these widelydistant natures, which constitute the person
of Christ, the God-man, the Mediator, is, in
the judgment and language of the
Apostle, the “great mystery of godliness,”
the pillar and ground of truth….It is the
central truth of revelation, which, like the
sun, diffuses a light upon the whole system,
no part of which can be rightly
understood without it. Thus, the Lord of all
humbled Himself, to appear in the form of
a servant, for the sake of sinners.

“The government shall be upon His
shoulder.” In our nature He suffered and
in the same nature He reigns. When He
had overcome the sharpness, the sting of
death, He took possession of the Kingdom
of Glory as His own – and opened it to
all who believe in Him. Now we can say,
He who governs in Heaven and on earth,
and whom all things obey, is “the child
who was born, the Son who was given for
us”… [Those united to Him by faith] have,
in one respect, an appropriate honour, in
which the angels cannot share. Their best
friend, related to them in the same nature,
is seated upon the throne of glory. Since
He is “for them, who can be against
them?” What may they not expect, when
He who has so loved them as to redeem
them with His own blood “has all power
committed unto Him, both in Heaven and
on earth!”
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“His Name shall be called Wonderful.”
In another place the word is rendered
‘Secret’. It is true of Him in both senses.
He is Wonderful in His person, obedience
and sufferings, in His grace, government
and glory. So far as we understand His
Name, the revelation by which, as by a
name, He is made known, we may, we
must believe, admire and adore; but how
limited and defective is our knowledge!
His name is Secret. Who can “by
searching find Him out?” His greatness is
incomprehensible, His wisdom
untraceable, His fulness inexhaustible, His
power infinite. “No one knoweth the Son,
but the Father.” But they have a true,
though not an adequate knowledge of
Him, who trust, love, and serve Him; and in
their view He is Wonderful!
Another of His names is “Counsellor.”
The great councils of redemption, in which
every concern respecting the glory of
God and the salvation of sinners was
adjusted, were established with Him, and
in Him, before the foundation of the
world. And He is our Counsellor or
Advocate with the Father, who pleads our
cause - and manages all our affairs in
perfect righteousness and with infallible
success; so that no suit can possibly
miscarry which He is pleased to
undertake. To Him likewise we must
apply (and we shall not apply in vain) for
wisdom and direction, in all that belongs
to our duty and the honour of our
profession in the present life. In all our
difficulties, dangers and cares, we must
look to Him for guidance and support.
This is to be wise unto salvation. His secret
is with them that consult Him; so that,
though the world may deem them weak
and ignorant as babes (and He teaches

them to think thus of themselves), they
have a cheering and practical knowledge
of many important subjects which are
entirely hidden from those who are wise
and prudent in their own eyes.
He is “the Mighty God.” Though in the
office of Mediator, He acts in the
character of a servant, His perfections and
attributes are truly Divine. Only the
Mighty God could make a provision
capable of answering the demands of the
holy law, which we had transgressed.
Only the Mighty God could be a suitable
Shepherd to lead millions of weak
helpless creatures to glory, through the
many difficulties, dangers and enemies
they are exposed to in their passage. In
addition, the honour, dependence and
obedience, which this great Shepherd
claims from His sheep, are absolute and
supreme; and they would be guilty of
idolatry, if they did not know that He is
the Mighty God. Though real Christians,
who are enlightened and taught by the
Holy Spirit, may, and do, differ in their
views and explanations of some revealed
truths, I conceive they must be all agreed
in this point. It is not only necessary to be
known as the only solid foundation of a
sinner’s hope, but it immediately respects
the object of Divine worship. For if the
Redeemer is not possessed of the
incommunicable perfections of Deity, the
New Testament, in its most obvious and
literal signification, would be chargeable,
not only with countenancing, but with
expressly teaching and enjoining idolatry.
Further, He shall be called the
“Everlasting Father.” He is not ashamed
to call them brethren, having
condescended to assume their human
15

nature; but they are also His children.
They are born into His family by the
efficacy of His own word and Spirit. From
Him they derive their spiritual life, being
united to Him by faith and receiving from
first to last out of His fulness; and He is an
“Everlasting Father.”
Our fathers,
according to the flesh, are subject to
death; but His relation to them subsists
unchangeably and therefore they cannot
be destitute; and He is thus equally to
them all. They live upon the earth and are
removed from it, in a long succession of
ages; but He is the Father of the
everlasting age, “the same yesterday,
and today, and for ever.”
“All
generations shall call Him blessed.” To
Him, therefore, the Apostle teaches us to
apply that sublime passage of the
Psalmist: “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast
laid the foundation of the earth; and the
Heavens are the works of Thine hands.
They shall perish; but Thou remainest; and
they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
and as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up,
and they shall be changed, but Thou art
the same, and Thy years shall not fail.”
Lastly, He shall be called “the Prince of
Peace,” whose sovereign prerogative it is,
to “speak peace to His people;” and
there is no peace deserving the name, but
that which He bestows. The Scripture
expressly declares, “There is no peace to
the wicked.” By whatever name we call
that thoughtless security and insensibility, in
which mankind generally live, while
ignorant of God and of themselves, we
cannot allow it to be peace. It is the
effect of blindness and hardness of heart;
it will neither bear reflection nor
examination. Can they be said to possess
peace, however fatally regardless they

may be of futurity, who are at present
under the dominion of restless, insatiable
and inconsistent passions and appetites?
But the Kingdom of MESSIAH is a
Kingdom of peace - and in Him His
happy subjects enjoy “a peace which
passeth all understanding,” such as the
world can neither give nor take away.
He has made “peace by the blood of His
cross,” for all that come unto God by Him.
Until they are in trouble and distress, until
they feel the bitterness and fear the
consequences of their sins – and see the
impossibility of helping themselves – they
will not apply to Him; but whenever they
do seek Him, thus “weary and heavy
laden,” He hears their prayer. Their
minds, for a season, are like the sea in a
storm; they are distressed with guilt, fears
and temptations; but when He reveals His
mighty Name and boundless grace to
their hearts and says, “Peace, be still,”
there is a great calm. “Being justified by
faith, they have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” He gives them
peace likewise in a changing troublesome
world, by inviting and enabling them to
cast all their cares upon Him and to trust
all their concerns in His hands, upon the
assurance His Word gives them, that He
careth for them and will manage and
over-rule everything for their good. In
proportion as their faith realises His
promises, they feel a composure and
satisfaction. Knowing “that “the hairs of
their head are all numbered,” that their
afflictions, no less than their comforts, are
tokens of His love, “that He will give them
strength according to their day; that He
will be their guide and their guard even
unto death,” they are not greatly moved
by any events, or disturbed by
apprehensions, because their hearts are
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fixed, trusting in the Lord.
Further, He teaches them (what can only
be learnt of Him) how to seek and
maintain peace among men. His love
subdues the power of self and forms them
to a spirit of philanthropy and
benevolence, which has often such an
effect, that they who dislike them for their
attachment to Him and to His precepts –
and would willingly speak evil of them are ashamed and put to silence by their
perseverance in well-doing. Thus, their
peace increases as a river, which runs with
a deeper and a broader stream as it
approaches the ocean. For their peace is
then strongest and most unshaken, when
they draw near to death and are upon
the point of resigning their souls into His
hands. This is the time, when, if not before,
the false peace of the worldling will give
way to terror and dismay. “But mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for
the end of that man is peace.” It must be
allowed, that many of His people, through
the power of temptation and remaining
unbelief, have, at some seasons,

uncomfortable fears concerning a dying
hour; but when the time of their dismission
actually arrives, we seldom see them
afraid of the summons. There is a strength
necessary to support the soul at the
approach of death, which is usually
withheld until the time of need. But then it
is vouchsafed…
Such is the character of MESSIAH! This is
the God whom we adore, our Almighty
unchangeable Friend! His greatness and
goodness, His glory and His grace, when
once known, fix the heart, no more to rove
and fill it with admiration, gratitude and
desire. From hence spring a cheerful
unreserved obedience to His commands
and a deliberate voluntary submission to
His holy will. For His people do not serve
Him, or yield to Him by constraint; at least,
it is only the pleasing constraint of love,
which makes their duty their delight; and
their burden and grief is that they can
serve Him no better.
From: The Works of John Newton, Vol. 4
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THANKSGIVING
An extract from the writings of:
J. C. Philpot
Have you no mercies to thank God for? Have you no favours for which to bless
His Holy Name? Has He done nothing for you? Has He done nothing for you in
grace? Have you no tribute of thanksgiving to offer to His great majesty? The
Lord takes this unkindly at your hands. If you give a person anything, do you not
expect an acknowledgement? If he was to receive your favour and turn away as
if he had received something that was his due, should you not think him unkind?
Well, is it not so in Divine things?
If the Lord gives anything, does He not expect a thankful heart? If you receive
matters as matters of course, as matters of right, you need not thank God then. If
you receive your wages on the Saturday night, you need not thank your master
for them; they are yours, you have earned them; but you may thank your master,
and it is well you should be grateful to him. You need not thank him, but you may
do so. So if you have health and strength as matters of course, then you need not
thank God for them; but if you receive them as mercies given to an undeserving
rebel, as favours communicated to a wretch that merits nothing but Hell, then there
is a tribute of thankfulness due. The sweetest part of prayer is thanksgiving. It is
that that sweetens the whole sacrifice.
I am not going to tell you how to pray; but you will find it good to thank God
more for mercies received. If you began your prayer with praise, you might end
with praise. If you begin by thanking Him for what He has done in providence,
you may end by thanking Him for what He has done in grace.
What have you to thank God for? Have not you much to thank Him for? There is
God’s grace, an open Bible and what a blessing is an open Bible! And there is
now a hope in your soul that you have an interest in Christ’s precious blood.
Anything He has done for you by His Spirit and grace is an object and matter for
praise, but if you cannot go so high as that, you can begin with providential
mercies.
A dear friend of mine was shut up for several years, not by backsliding, for he did
not give up going to hear the preached Word but attended the means of grace
as regularly as anyone – and heard me over and over again when I was in
London. When in that state, he felt he should go to Hell, having scarcely a hope of
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Heaven; but there was a temporal circumstance that happened about this time
and the clouds got very dark. “Well,” he said to himself, “I surely can ask the
Lord to put this temporal matter straight. He may listen to me; He may hear me
in this matter.” And as the thought revolved in his mind, he fell upon his knees and
the Lord broke in upon his soul with the sweet promise: “Ask, and it shall be given
you, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” And then
he was led to beg for spiritual mercies, because the Lord looked in upon his soul
– and, in answer, God further broke his bondage and sweetly blessed him with
a sense of restoring mercy and pardoning love. He began by thanking a God
of providence and ended by praising a God of grace: he began by spreading
a temporal trouble before the Lord and ended by the Lord imparting life to his
soul.
So you may try it. If you doubt and fear, you have your temporal troubles and
circumstances. You have these requests that you can present before His gracious
Majesty. If you can thank Him for what He has done for you in temporal things, it
may open your heart and make a blessed way for God to come into your soul
and fill you with joy and peace.
From: Sin and Salvation,
Selections from J. C. Philpot
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CHRISTIAN RESOURCES EXHIBITION 2021
The CRE (Christian Resources Exhibition) was held this year between the 12th
and 14th October at Sandown Park in Esher, Surrey and, in spite of the
concern over Covid, an excellent attendance of both clergy and laity was
apparent and hundreds of visitors to our stall gave us the opportunity – not
only to explain what
Christian Watch was all
about - but also to promote
the truths that are found in
the
Word
of
God.
Although the CRE is a
Christian exhibition, it is
abundantly clear that many
‘professing Christians’ who
spoke with us knew little or
nothing of the Scriptures of
truth.
Vast supplies of literature
were handed out – including
calendars (with Gospel
texts),
Gospel
tracts,
Christian Watch Newsletters
and
literature,
various
sundry pamphlets, TBS Bibles
and bookmarks.
It was good to have the opportunity to meet with several Christian Watch
members who visited the stall and introduced themselves to us and it was
encouraging that many visitors commented on the backdrop to the stall which
included full length portraits of Jon Huss, Martin Luther and William Tyndale.
Altogether, it was an excellent three days – richly blessed of the Lord – and
we give Him all the praise for His provision for us as we engaged in so many
conversations, both friendly and hostile.
“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober”
1 Thessalonians 5:6
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News and Current Affairs
Are we closer to a one-world religion? – Pope unites Catholics, Muslims and Jews
in a major ‘Abrahamic Religions Centre’
By a correspondent, British Church Newspaper, 12 November, 2021
Last month, Pope Francis himself, and Muslim leader, Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb, Grand Iman
of Al Azhar, met to sign off an agreement for yet another expensive inter-faith centre for
the so-called ‘Abrahamic faiths’. This time, the project - called the Abrahamic Family
House’ – will be built on Saadiyat Island in Abu Dhabi, capital of the United Arab
Emirates. It will be built mainly in limestone, timber and bronze, to “symbolise the
construction materials used by all
three faiths”. The House, which will
contain a mosque, synagogue and
church, was designed by awardwinning British architect, Sir David
Ajay.
In March this year, BCN reported on
a similar £40 million project in
Germany, in which the German
Government had agreed to pay
75% of the costs. That project, ‘The
House of One’, also consists of a purpose-built mosque, synagogue and church – and
was soon dubbed the ‘Churmosquagogue’. It was the brainchild of liberal Christian
theologian, Roland Stolte. Its stated intention is “to promote unity among communities of
faith, by offering a space where Christians, Muslims and Jews can all worship together
under the same roof”.
The new Abrahamic Family House in Abu Dhabi is the project of the ‘Higher Committee
of Fraternity’ (HCF), whose mission statement is “to inspire all people to live the values of
human fraternity”. HCF’s website informs readers that it was formed as recently as 4
February, 2019, when the Pope (‘His Holiness’) and Dr. Ahmed Al Tayeb (‘His Eminence’)
signed a ‘joint declaration’. The website is dominated by images of the Pope and his
recent inter-faith pronouncements. The declaration of intent to build the Abrahamic
Family House was not signed by any Jewish representative, but on 17 September,
2019, Rabbi M. Bruce Lustig, Senior Rabbi at the Washington Hebrew Congregation,
joined HCF.
The United Nations (UN) swiftly embraced HCF as one of its partner organisations; on 4
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December, 2019, UN Secretary-General António Guterres had a top-level meeting with
a team of HCF representatives. A Muslim award, the ‘Zayed Award for Human
Fraternity’ has been jointly bestowed on Pope Francis and Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb.
The German ‘House of One’ and the new Abrahamic Family House again position the
Pope as the leader of the Christian world, with increasing numbers of Protestant
denominations falling one by one to take second place to the Papacy in its numerous
ecumenical and inter-faith initiatives.
It was left to the vociferous former US Roman Catholic Archbishop, Carlo Mario Vigano,
to voice a protest against the Abrahamic Family House, which closely echoed the protests
of Martin Luther and the Reformers against the Papacy.
He railed: “This house is a crime against the first Commandment! Bergoglio [Pope
Francis] is converting the Catholic religion into the global new age religion, the so-called
‘Abrahamic Family of Universal Brotherhood’; but, in fact, it appears like the Tower of
Babel; it is an enterprise designed by the enemies of God, the enemies of the Catholic
Church and enemies of the only true religion that can save man and the whole creation
and us from destruction, present and eternal: faith in our cornerstone and foundation,
Jesus Christ, according to 1 Corinthians 3.”
He continued: “The book of 1 Timothy tells us to depart from the ‘doctrines of demons’.
The foundations of this Babel-esque house are destined to give way and crumble!”
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China – Attacks on Christian Education Escalate
Release International website, 20 October, 2021
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is stepping up its attacks on the church by targeting
Christian education. Last week police in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, arrested five
representatives of Abeka Academy – a Christian home-schooling programme founded
in the US and used by believers around the world – including families and schools in
China.
On October 13, the day after the arrest, officials raided a Christian school in Zhenjiang,
Jiangsu. More than ten children, three teachers and three parents were taken to the
police station. The children were
released shortly afterward, but
the parents and teachers were
reported still missing the
following day. It is believed the
two events in Jiangsu were coordinated
actions
against
Christian education.
Wang Jian, the China
representative of Abeka’s
curriculum, remains under arrest
without further information from
the Chinese Government.
Release’s partner, China Aid, reports that more and more Christian families would like to
home-school their children because they dislike the brainwashing, atheistic education
provided by the State.
This comes as the persecution of Christian schools increases. Last month the Maizi Music
High School in Heilongjiang Province was raided and the Principal arrested.
Stonewall’s institutional capture exposed
Christian Institute www.christian.org.uk, 19 October, 2021
Politicians, civil servants and public bodies across the UK have unquestioningly accepted
controversial and often misleading advice from Stonewall in shaping key policies, an 18month investigation has found.
Nolan Investigates uncovered the widespread influence of the LGBT lobby group on
National Governments and Institutions through a series of Freedom of Information (FOI)
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requests. Its findings have now been revealed in a new podcast by BBC journalists
Stephen Nolan and David Thompson.
The duo sent FOI requests to various public bodies asking for details of their involvement
in Stonewall’s ‘Diversity Champions’ programme and its Workplace Equality Index.
Public bodies pay upwards of £2,500 plus VAT to subscribe to the LGBT lobby group’s
scheme, which rewards employers for promoting LGBT ideology inside and outside of
the workplace.
Under the Workplace Equality Index, organisations that comply with the lobby group’s
advice are able to improve their position in its annual ranking of top LGBT ‘inclusive
workplaces’.
During the series, Nolan observed: “We have spent months investigating the public
bodies who have a relationship with Stonewall. And we’ve found examples, where
Government is essentially paying Stonewall to lobby it. Yes. You’ve heard that right. I’ll
say it again. Lobbyists, being paid by the people they are lobbying, to lobby.”
He asked: “How worrying is it, that there is an unaccountable lobby group, partly funded
by you, the public, which has unparalleled access to your Government, to your employer,
to your police force, to your BBC?”
Abbreviated
Criticism comes as students are to “consider career in pornography”
British Church Newspaper, 12 November, 2021
The Christian Institute has released a 37-second video by its Senior Policy Analyst, Dr.
Sharon James, summarising why Leicester University’s new ‘Tool-kit’, which advises
students on career development in
prostitution and pornography, is
morally wrong.
Leicester University said at the launch:
“Universities don’t like to talk about it
very often, but it’s really important to
think about the students who do
engage in sex work and are taking
university degrees…The point is really that sex work is generally legal, between two
consenting adults. Universities are not there to give moral judgment on what people do”.
Abbreviated
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France: Roman Catholic Church covered up decades of child abuse
Evangelical Times, November, 2021
A long-awaited report of inquiry into abuse by the Catholic Church in France has found a
‘cruel indifference’ towards victims. As reported in ‘The Times’, Jean-Marc Sauvé, who
led the inquiry, said the Catholic Church had showed a ‘profound and even cruel
indifference towards the victims’.
The 18-month inquiry was launched after it became known the French Catholic Church
systematically covered up sexual abuse against 330,000 children over the past seven
decades. Sauvé, a retired senior Civil Servant, told the media the Church had failed in a
duty of care towards the 216,000 victims of priests and the estimated 114,000 victims
of teachers and other personnel in Church Institutions between 1950 and 2020.
Waterstones, the biggest bookstore chain in the country sells a range of perverted
books
Waterstones is proudly selling a whole range of perverted books for young children.
These books include feminist fairy tales, gingerbread man migrants and memoirs such as
"How To Be A Better White Person" to teach children about "white privilege and racism".
Other titles include "Gender Swapped Fairy Tales" to promote transgender
ideology, "Young, Gifted and Black", "Hey You! An Empowering Celebration of
Growing Up Black", "Antiracist Baby", "Woke Baby" and "Seeing Gender". You could
even get your young child a copy of "feminist nursery rhymes"!
The book "The Black Friend: On Being a Better White Person" speaks directly to young
white people to detail "racism and micro-aggressions". This book gives advice to young
people on how they can recognise their "white privilege".
The most sickening aspect of these books is that they are aimed at very young children,
usually primary school age.
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BE OF GOOD CHEER
A prayer meeting address by Mr. B. A. Ramsbottom
Please read Acts 23:1-11

Perhaps some of you feel a need of being
cheered up. Have you ever noticed how
many of our hymns [Gadsby’s Hymnbook]
speak on this very point – either a prayer
for it, or the sweet encouragement of it?
That is a blessed prayer:
“Cheer our desponding hearts,
Thou Heavenly Paraclete;
Give us to lie, with humble hope,
At our Redeemer’s feet.”
My mind has gone to the Lord Jesus. There
was one expression He used on more than
one occasion: “Be of good cheer.” And
perhaps this is just what you feel you need
– for the Lord to say to you, “Be of good
cheer.”
I just want to bring before you one or two
occasions when the Lord Jesus says, “Be of
good cheer.” Then that sinner has nothing
to fear. And the Lord Jesus always
attaches a reason for it – and that reason
answers everything which causes him to
fear. Now you will find that the world
often says, ‘Cheer up.’ The philosophy of
the world seems to be futile. There is no
solid ground for the person to cheer up.
On the one hand, the philosophy of the
world is, ‘This may not happen,’ or on the
other hand, ‘It could be worse.’ This is the
philosophy of the world.

Now listen to the Lord Jesus: “Be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” There
are many who are so cast down, who are
so despondent because of sin. They feel
it rising within; they know their guilt. So
many sins in word; so many sins in
thought. And there is the defilement and
the consciousness of it. The Lord Jesus
says to this desponding sinner, “Be of
good cheer.” Why? “Thy sins be
forgiven thee.” Then there is ground for
sacred joy, when sinners deserving Hell
find that there is forgiveness with the Lord
that He may be feared and when they
view the foundation standing sure. “Who
is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth
iniquity?” “Thy sins be forgiven thee.”
Another time was when the Lord Jesus
came walking across the stormy sea. The
disciples were so full of fear – and well
might they be – the storm, the wind, the
waves threatening their destruction. They
were “toiling in rowing; for the wind was
contrary.” They made no headway.
And then at the darkest hour, Jesus
Himself drew near and He came right
over those stormy waves: “Be of good
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” Perhaps
what casts you down are the winds that
are contrary to you and the storms and
the billows and the darkening sky. May
you be able to look away from it all to
the Lord Jesus and see His power over
the winds and the storm and the sea. “It
is I; be not afraid.”
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Now one other. The Lord Jesus just before
He died said this: “In the world ye shall
have tribulation.” He did not say His
people would be able to escape it or get
round it, but “Be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world.” And God’s people
still have tribulation – and what is
tribulation to one is not to another; but their
tribulation is in the hands of the Lord. “Be
of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.”
Perhaps you say, This is nothing to do with
Acts 23. Well, the passage speaks of
“good cheer.” The Lord Jesus spoke so
sweetly in the days of His flesh, “Be of
good cheer,” to the one sick of the palsy
who was borne by four; to His disciples
toiling in rowing; to the dear disciples
again before He left them to go forth to
Calvary. But the Lord Jesus is no longer
here on earth. He is risen, exalted,
glorified. Well, this is the point. He still
says, “Be of good cheer.”

here is a child of God in sore distress, but
the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of
good cheer.” He still does. And it is
when that child of God is in real distress,
in real need, that the Lord Jesus stands
by him. That is His gracious presence and His presence cheers the soul. The
Lord Jesus draws near and stands by
him. “Be of good cheer.” Read the rest
of the chapter. If ever a man was in
danger, it was Paul! What was it? Forty
men, more than forty, bound with an oath
they would not eat or drink until they had
slain him. There was not one hair of his
head could perish. He was in the Lord’s
hands and the Lord said, “Be of good
cheer.”
Well, if you are cast down, may you be
able to look to that same Jesus and may
you hear His voice, “Be of good cheer,”
and may you learn that sweet truth that
“nothing can harm you if Jesus is near.”
From: ‘Saturday Evening Meditations’

This chapter is after the resurrection. Jesus
is no longer on earth; He is glorified. But
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AT THE END OF ANOTHER YEAR
By: James Smith
Daily Remembrancer – Pastor’s Evening Visit
“God hath dealt graciously with me.”
Is not this our language tonight? Brought through another year; a year of trials,
temptations and storms – and yet a year crowned with innumerable mercies.
Every need supplied, every promise fulfilled, ten thousand evils prevented,
unnumbered blessings bestowed.
What sins we have committed! What duties we have neglected! What
privileges we have slighted! How faithless we have been and yet how faithful
our God. Not one thing has failed of all that He promised; all is come to pass.
Our obligations are infinite; our praises should be constant; our lives should be
entirely devoted; our persons wholly consecrated to God.
Yes, He has dealt graciously with me, in pardoning my sins, in hearing my
prayers, in subduing my foes, in protecting my person, in guiding my feet and
enabling me to hold on in His good ways. O my soul, trust in the Lord; He is your
help and your shield! Call upon Him in every future trouble. Surrender to Him
all that is dear and valuable in your esteem. Live upon His Word. Look to His
fullness. Act for His glory. Cleave to His saints. Rest in the Lord and wait
patiently for Him - and trust Him more heartily than ever.
Then in the history of my age,
When men review my days,
They’ll read His love in every page,
In every line His praise.
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