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A RARE CREATURE
By: Charles Spurgeon
"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that He counted me
faithful, putting me into the ministry."
(1 Timothy 1:12)
A faithful preacher is a rare creature; and, like a diamond, as precious as he is
rare!
If you always enjoy his sermons, that Minister is not a faithful steward. He who
gives out nothing but sweets is not acting wisely.
It is the duty of the Christian Pastor, if he would make full proof of his ministry - to
warn men of the results of sin - to tell them that there is a judgment - that for every
idle word they speak they will have to account.
Some preachers do not preach of eternal wrath and its terrors. This is cruel, for
they ruin souls by hiding from them their ruin.
The object of all true preaching is the heart. Godly Ministers aim at divorcing the
heart from sin and wedding it to Christ.
"If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good
Minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine,
whereunto thou hast attained"
(1 Timothy 4:6).

(Some articles may not necessarily reflect the opinions and beliefs of Christian Watch
but are included for information only and not as an endorsement.)
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March 2022

Dear Friends,
Greetings once again in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Ukraine: The tragedy unfolding in Ukraine is a cause of great concern to us all as houses
are destroyed, thousands (indeed, millions) are fleeing the country seeking refuge, food
is in short supply and whole towns and cities have been reduced to rubble. As we pray
for this war to cease and for the peace negotiations to succeed, let us prayerfully
remember particularly the Christian believers in that beleaguered country, that the Lord
Himself may intervene and keep them safe.
Abortion: As death and destruction continue because of war, we discover in our own
country that Parliament has brought more shame upon itself when MPs voted recently by
215 votes to 188 to make DIY abortions permanent. Parliament appears to show scant
regard to the preservation of the unborn and, according to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), over 73 million babies are aborted annually – that’s about 140
babies who have lost their lives in the time it has taken you to read this letter.
This level of sheer evil at the heart of Government is a major crisis of unparalleled
magnitude and there is hardly a political voice heard in the public arena crying out
against it. The practice of killing babies intentionally is morally reprehensible, inhuman
and heartless. Many people fail to appreciate the sheer scale of bloodshed, suffering
and death that legalised abortion has introduced – both in this country and worldwide.
Since the 1967 Abortion Act, it is estimated that over 10 million babies have been
murdered in the United Kingdom – a culture of death has driven our nation and continues
to do so. God’s Word reminds us in Psalm 139 v 13-14 that life is sacred and precious.
“Thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.”
Smacking Ban: Wales has now followed Scotland in introducing a smacking ban that
could criminalise ordinary decent-living parents for doing nothing more than our loving
Mums and Dads did with us. Former Children’s Minister at Westminster, Tim Loughton,
criticised the new law as “pandering to the lobby that thinks the State knows better than
the parents about how best to bring up their children;” whilst the Welsh Conservative
spokesman, Gareth Davies, described the ban as “an unnecessary, unworkable and
undesired Law pushed through by those who think they know better than parents.”
Campaigners are already turning their focus to England and Northern Ireland, shouting
for the ban to be extended. The Word of God states – in Proverbs 22 v 6 – “Train up a
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it;” and in
Proverbs 23 v 13-14 – “Withhold not correction from the child;” and Ephesians 6 v 4 –
“Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
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Ashers Bakery: However, there is some good news. The European Court of Human
Rights has thrown out an attempt to challenge the landmark ruling on Ashers Bakery in
Northern Ireland. In 2018, the UK Supreme Court agreed unanimously that Ashers
should not be required to promote political views that its owners disagreed with. The
challenge by Gareth Lee, the LGBT campaigner who initially took the family-run
bakery to Court, was ruled as ‘inadmissible’. The decision is final.
Wise Words from Napoleon: When Napoleon Bonaparte was exiled on St. Helena, he
was asked by one of his friends – “Who was the greatest warrior the world has ever
known?” Without hesitation Napoleon answered – “Jesus Christ.” “But,” said his friend,
“you have not always talked that way. When you were winning battles, even up to the
very time of Waterloo, you left the impression that you were the world’s
greatest warrior. This is how Napoleon replied:
“Yes, I have always acted as though I thought I was the world’s greatest
conqueror. I have had lots of time to think since I have been here on this
island. The Caesars, Alexander the Great, Hannibal, Charlemagne
and myself – we have fought with blood and tears and swords and
iron - and we lost. All of us lost. We lost our sceptres, our crowns
and our offices. The only sword Christ had was a broken reed:
His crown, some twisted thorns: His army, a band of fishermen
and farmers: His ammunition, a heart of redeeming love.
He lives – and I and my kind die. I stand here and call
for the Old Guard to come, but they do not hear me;
but after 1800 years have gone into the tomb of
time, Christ calls and men answer. If need be, they
give their bodies to be burned; if need be, they
follow Him into the heart of Africa; but, better
still, they live patient and triumphant lives in
His Name. Yes, the other warriors and I
will ride down to dust, but Christ will live
for ever.”
Yours in His service,

Ian Henderson
Ian R. Henderson
(Chairman)
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LESSONS FROM TEMPORAL TRIALS
By Brian Garrard
(Article in Bible League Quarterly, January – March 2021, during the Covid-19
pandemic but also applicable to the distressing events taking place in Ukraine)
Luke 13:1-9
The above passage of Scripture concerns two incidents: the first is the cruelty of Pilate
when he mingled the blood of the Galileans with their sacrifices (verse 1) and the second
is the collapse of the tower at Siloam that killed 18 people (verse 4). What are the
lessons from these two episodes that we can apply to ourselves? They speak to us at any
time of trial, but particularly at the present time.
Beware of making false assumptions about people
In verse 2 the Lord asked, “Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the
Galileans, because they suffered such things?” And then in verse 4, “Or those eighteen,
upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners
above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?” From His words, it is clear that temporal
calamities and trials do not necessarily indicate that people are great sinners. This was
the problem in the thinking of Job’s friends, who mistakenly thought that Job was a great
sinner because of his terrible sufferings. They had to learn that this is not always the case.
At times, of course, it can be, as in the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah and the
rebellion of Korah and those who sided with him. Like Job’s friends, we have to learn to
rightly distinguish and not make wrong assumptions.
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What of those who perish during times of terrible trial (for example earthquakes, wars
and pandemics)? Again, verses 2 and 4 teach us: it is not necessarily evidence that those
who suffer such things are exceptional sinners. Only the Lord God knows the true state
of their hearts. Even so, they are taken into eternity where they will have to answer for
their sins and render an account to Almighty God.
What of the Lord’s people who die at such times? Surely Romans 8:28 is pertinent here:
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose.” Perhaps too, Isaiah 57:1,2 is apposite: “The
righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away,
none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter
into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.” Their course
is finished, and their work is done. This may seem mysterious to us and even tragic, yet
God’s will is being fulfilled.
Do not forget an important truth
It is one that the Lord draws out in the passage that we are considering – and more will
be said of it later. The Apostle Paul states it like this in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.” The effect of our fall in Adam means we are
sinners: guilty, corrupt, polluted and exposed to the wrath of God. This wrath is
“revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). This truth ought to humble every heart and
keep each one of us from making false assumptions about others.
Times of great trial can remind us of the condition of our own hearts and also that of the
whole church of Christ. The world is in a state of rebellion against God, but what of the
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professing church? Ought she not to be repenting of her sins and praying the prayer of
Asaph in Psalm 79:9, “Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy Name: and
deliver us, and purge away our sins, for Thy Name’s sake.” This leads on to another
lesson:
There is the matter of God’s decree
He is absolute Lord and Sovereign. This can be demonstrated in Romans 11:4 where He
says, “I have reserved to myself seven thousand men…” God has done this! See also
verse 5, “at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”
It is a remnant according to God’s election and His gracious and determining purposes.
Further, verse 8 says, “God hath given them the spirit of slumber.” Again, we see that
God has done this in His Sovereign decree and throughout Romans 9, 10 and 11 the
same truth is taught. So, He holds all of us in His Mighty hands and does with us as He
pleases. He is no helpless spectator and, in the matter of Pilate’s cruelty and the falling
tower, He decreed these happenings, although Pilate as the means of the first was
responsible and guilty for his cruelty.
The same can be said of Covid-19. Consider Revelation 6:8, “And I looked, and behold
a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And
power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” All in the world are subject to
these, whether unbelievers or the saints of God. “Death” could be pestilence and
plague, and one thinks of the “Black Death” (Bubonic plague). Yet all of this is as God is
pleased to permit, for note what the verse in Revelation says, “power was
given” (emphasis added). For the world of unbelievers: they are carried off into eternal
judgment. For believers: such trials sanctify them and, in a remarkable way unknown to
us, God’s Kingdom is extended. For those who die as the Lord’s saints: they are taken to
glory and Christ’s presence. There should be no mistaking it, that temporal calamities
and trials are forewarnings of judgment from God. They, in turn, should cause all to
repent and prepare themselves to meet God in the future.
We ought to be wise and use temporal trials for the good of our souls
In Luke 13:3 the Lord says, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish” - and verse 5 is the same. So the Lord states this twice in this passage, therefore
we ought to take special heed to what He is saying and use temporal trials and
calamities for our own good. Christ’s hearers should have applied His words directly to
their own hearts and watched against any self-righteousness. In addition, they ought to
have asked themselves why God had spared them and not caused them to perish in
some way or other. Those of us who are Christians in the modern day should also take
Christ’s words to our own hearts. We hear of deaths as a result of pandemics, or
disasters, earthquakes, wars, etc. but do we consider our own lives and recognise an
opportunity to repent? Do you hear of (or maybe experience) some temporal trial?
Then humble yourself and examine your own heart, seeking the Lord earnestly and
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endeavouring to be more holy and zealous for the Lord. The pandemic through which
the world is passing underlines the moral and spiritual disease that afflicts the human
heart. This is sin and can only be dealt with through the blood of Christ.
This present suffering must be treated as an occasion by Christians to be more spiritually
fruitful for the Lord. See again Luke 13 and this time the parable of the fig tree in verses
6-9. In it, the fig tree is ordered to be cut down because it was unfruitful. The owner had
sought fruit for three years (which, interestingly, could correspond to the Lord’s 3-year
ministry in Israel). Another year is given the tree and the ground around it is dug and
well fertilised in the hope that it will bear fruit. If not, it will finally be cut down.

Now we ought to learn from this parable to bring forth the fruits of faith and repentance
to God, plus a holy life, obedience, love for the Lord and faithfulness to Him (Philippians
1:11). In the providence of God we are given time, therefore use it wisely, perhaps to
read our Bible more, and to prayerfully meditate upon it. Time is given to do the Lord’s
will. Is any reader unconverted? Then consider the present distress as Christ drawing
near so that you see your need to be saved. Christians should view it as a marvellous
and remarkable opportunity to seek to draw nearer to the Lord and have closer
communion with Him. Eternity and the things of God are laid before us more clearly.
Come into the presence of the Lord and use this period to pray for the church, for
Christians, our nation and all the nations of the earth. Be good stewards of Christ and
become intercessors. Many are needed, so do not complain or say you are bored
because you are not able to go out and do the things that you would like. This is a
unique opportunity; therefore, let us, by grace, bear fruit for God’s glory.

99

THE POWER OF PRAYER
From: William Gurnall
(1617 -1679)
The Christian should join prayer to all other means because of the
prevalency prayer hath with God. He will do no great matter for a saint
without prayer and nothing is too great for Him to do at his request.

Prayer, Like Jonathan’s bow, when duly qualified as to the person and act,
never returns empty. Never was faithful prayer lost at sea. No merchant
trades with such certainty as the praying saint. Some prayers indeed have
a longer voyage than others; but then they come with the richer lading at
last into the port. In trading, he gets most by his commodity that can
forbear his money longest; so does the Christian that can with most patience
stay for a return of his prayer. Such a soul shall never be ashamed of his
waiting. The promise is as an assuring office to secure him his adventure (1
John 3:22). Oh, who can express the powerful oratory of a believer’s
prayer! “This little word Father, lisped forth in prayer by a child of God,
exceeds the eloquence of Demosthenes, Cicero and all other so famed
orators in the world” (Luther).
We read of taking Heaven “by force” (Matt. 11:12). If ever this may be
said to be done, it is in prayer. Saith Tertulian, “We knock at Heaven and
the merciful heart of God flies open, which we bring away with us.” And in
the same apology he speaks of Christians, how they went to pray, as an
army doth to besiege a town and take it by storm; and then he adds, “This
holy violence we offer to God in prayer is very pleasing to Him.” Surely, if
it were not, He would neither help the Christian so in the work, nor reward
him for it when it is done; whereas He doth both.
He helped Jacob to overcome: “By his strength he had power with
God” (Hos. 12:3). This is, not by his own, but by the strength he had from
God. And then He puts honour upon him for the victory, “Thy name shall be
called no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince thou hast power with God
and with men, and has prevailed.”
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It is easy here to expatiate into a large history of the great exploits which
prayer is renowned for in Holy Writ. See James 5:17; Isaiah 37; Daniel
2:18; 2 Samuel 15:31; Esther 4:16; Acts 12:5; John 11:41; Jonah 2:2;
Joshua 10:12, 14; 2 Kings 20:10; Psalm 106:23; Ezekiel 22:30. This is
the key that hath opened and again shut Heaven. It hath vanquished
mighty armies and unlocked such secrets as passed the skill of the very
devil himself to find out. It hath strangled desperate plots in the very
womb wherein they were conceived and made those engines of cruelty
prepared against the saints recoil upon the inventors of them; so that they
have inherited the gallows which they did set up for others. At the knock
of prayer, prison doors have opened, the grave hath delivered up its
dead; and the sea’s leviathan, not able to digest his prey, hath been
made to vomit it up again. It hath stopped the sun’s chariot in the
Heavens; yea, made it to go back. And that which surpasseth all, it hath
taken hold of the Almighty, when on His full march against persons and
people and hath put Him to a merciful retreat. Indeed, by the power
prayer hath with God, it comes to prevail over all the rest.

He that hath a key to God’s heart cannot be shut out or stopped at the
creature’s door. Now prayer moves God and overcomes Him, not by
causing any change in the Divine will and making God to take up new
thoughts of doing that for His people which He did not before intend. No,
God is immutable, and what good He doth in time for His people He
purposed before any time was; but prayer is said to more than overcome
God, because He then gives what from eternity He purposed to give
upon their praying to Him. For when God decreed what He would do for
His saints, He also purposed that they should pray for the same. “I will yet
for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them” (Ezek.
36:37). Prayer’s midwifery shall be used to deliver the mercies God
purposeth and promiseth. Hezekiah understood this when he calls the
prophet to the church’s labour, and bids because “the children” – that is,
deliverance – are stuck in her birth, so he should therefore “lift up a
prayer” (Isa. 37:3,4). And when Daniel had found the full reckoning of the
promise – how long it had to go with the deliverance promised for their
return from captivity – perceiving it hastened, he therefore falls hard to
prayer, knowing God’s purpose to give doth not discharge us from our
duty to ask (Dan. 9:3).
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HOW SHOULD WE REFER TO THE SAVIOUR?
By: Rev. Ivan Foster (Rtd)
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every
name: that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Philippians 2:9-11
I feel at times that the Saviour is referred
to, spoken of, even in some pulpits, in a
fashion that is too careless and casual.
Indeed, there is even an adopting of the
unbecoming style of address that is
frequently heard from the ‘teleevangelists’ and those that would wish to
sound like them. Yes, “Thou shalt call His
name JESUS: for He shall save His people
from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), but we
must never forget He is the Lord of glory
and not address Him or refer to Him as to
make it appear He is a mere man.

I believe that in an attempt to display the
Saviour as very ‘approachable and
accessible’ and not some person
‘shrouded in mystery’, we are in great
danger of robbing Him of His honour and
majesty in an attempt at unwise
‘congeniality’. That must never be!
Men in darkness called Him ‘Jesus’. “And
when He was come into His own country,
He taught them in their synagogue,
insomuch that they were astonished, and
said, Whence hath this Man this wisdom,
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and these mighty works? Is not this the
carpenter’s son? is not His mother called
Mary? and His brethren, James, and Joses,
and Simon, and Judas? And His sisters, are
they not all with us? Whence then hath this
Man all these things? And they were
offended in Him. But Jesus said unto them,
A prophet is not without honour, save in his
own country, and in his own
house” (Matthew 13:54-57).

For thirty years, the Son of God was
called ‘Jesus’ by His neighbours and
friends in Nazareth, almost all of whom
had no idea of His true and full identity;
but, when Heaven’s light began to dawn
upon the souls of men, they enlarged upon
that Name and spoke of it with reverence.
In the revelation given them they saw
beyond the humble circumstances of the
humanity of the Saviour and realised that
deity was concealed beneath its cloak.

humility. “And, behold, there came a leper
and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if thou
wilt, thou canst make me clean” (Matthew
8:2). The title ‘Lord’ means ‘Master’. It is a
title indicating the honour in which He was
held by the leper. We have such honour
shown again in the words of the Roman
Centurion. “And when Jesus was entered
into Capernaum, there came unto Him a
centurion, beseeching Him, and saying,
Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the
palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith
unto him, I will come and heal
him” (Matthew 8:5-7). That light that had
dawned in this man’s soul is seen in the
nature of his words to Christ and also how
Christ spoke of him later. “When Jesus
heard it, He marvelled, and said to them
that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have
not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel” (Matthew 8:10).

Whenever we think of the Saviour or
refer to Him, I believe we must ever
remember these words of the Father.
Certainly, the Father would have us ever
bear in mind the character of the Saviour
that He revealed to the world.

The same witness to Christ’s glory is
evidenced in many places, perhaps none
better known than that in the cry of blind
Bartimaeus
“And it came to pass, that as He was come
nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat
by the way side begging: And hearing the
multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.
And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth
passeth by. And he cried, saying, Jesus,
thou Son of David, have mercy on
me” (Luke 18:35-38). Physically blind he
may have been, but the eyes of soul were
opened wide to the identity of Jesus of
Nazareth. He called Him the ‘Son of
David,' a wonderful title of the Messiah.
He saw beyond the earthly name men
commonly called Him.

The awakened soul sees beyond the
Name of Jesus, the Name given Him in His

The thief on the cross, converted in the
final hours of his life, when his eyes were

When He began His ministry, the Father
introduced Him and identified Him as His
Son. “And Jesus, when He was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon Him: And lo a
voice from Heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17).
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opened, they were opened to the glory
of the One beside him. “And he said unto
Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou
comest into Thy Kingdom. And Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt
thou be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:4243).
That, I believe, is how the Holy Spirit
would have us refer to Christ. “Wherefore
I give you to understand, that no man
speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus
accursed: and that no man can say that
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1
Corinthians 12:3). The Holy Spirit would
have us only refer to Christ in terms that
truly honour Who He is.
We should speak of the Saviour with the
highest honour in contrast to how the world
uses His name casually at best and as a
curse at worst. In their ignorance, men
speak of and treat the Saviour most
wickedly. How Calvary highlights that.
“But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which
God ordained before the world unto our
glory: which none of the princes of this
world knew: for had they known it, they

would not have crucified the Lord of
glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8).
Exodus 20:7 states: ‘Thou shall not take
the Name of the Lord thy God in vain.”
John Gill (1697 – 1771), the great Bible
commentator, said this of these words
from Exodus. We should not ‘make use of
the name Lord or God, or any other
name and epithet of the Divine Being, in a
light and trifling way, without any show of
reverence of Him, and affection to Him;
whereas the name of God ought never to
be mentioned but in a grave and serious
manner, and with an awe of the greatness
of His majesty upon the mind.’
I always recall the encounter between an
old Ulsterman and a dear friend, now in
glory, living in Pennsylvania, USA, as
related to me by him. He was copying
some church leaflets in a ‘drugstore’ as it is
called in the USA. The store had a
photocopier which customers could use for
a small fee. When he lifted the lid of the
copier he found that the previous user had
left behind the master copy he had been
duplicating. Seeing it was a notice of a
church meeting, he carefully laid it aside
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in case the person returned looking for it.
Sure enough, a short time later a man
hastily entered and enquired of Bob if he
had seen a leaflet. Bob handed it to him
and asked, ‘Are you a Christian?’ The man
replied, ‘Oh yes, Jesus is a great guy!’
Bob quietly corrected him. ‘No, He is not.
He is the Lord of glory.’ Chastened, the
man immediately corrected himself and
apologised. ‘You are right! I should not
have spoken of Him in that manner.’
All too often Christians take the Name of
‘Jesus’ and use it in a most casual manner,
in a manner that robs it of its rightful
glory. Personally, I can never feel at ease
in my spirit referring to the Saviour other
than by the use of the terms which set forth
His power and glory. I try ever to call
Him the ‘Lord Jesus’ or the ‘Lord Jesus
Christ’.
In the day of Christ’s return we will see
how man ought to speak of Christ. “And I
saw Heaven opened, and behold a white
horse; and He that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
doth judge and make war. ….. And He
hath on His vesture and on His thigh a

Name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:11, 16).
That is how we should ever see Him and
speak of Him. Though His person and
glory are hidden from this darkened
world, He ought to be ever to us, the
‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS’.
“Kings of the earth, and all people; princes,
and all judges of the earth: both young
men, and maidens; old men, and children:
let them praise the Name of the LORD: for
His Name alone is excellent; His glory is
above the earth and Heaven. He also
exalteth the horn of His people, the praise
of all His saints; even of the children of
Israel, a people near unto Him. Praise ye
the LORD” (Psalm 148:11-14).
“Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the victory, and
the majesty: for all that is in the Heaven and
in the earth is Thine; Thine is the Kingdom,
O LORD, and Thou art exalted as Head
above all” (1 Chronicles 29:11).
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“I do set this Bow in the Cloud”
By: J. R. MacDuff
(1818 – 1895)
“He doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.”
Lamentations 3:33

In our seasons of trial, when under some inscrutable dispensation, how apt is
the murmuring thought to rise in our hearts – “All these things are against
me!” Might not this overwhelming blow have been spared? Might not this
dark cloud, which has shadowed my heart and my home with sadness, have
been averted? Might not the accompaniments of my trial have been less
severe – “Surely the Lord hath forgotten to be gracious?”
Nay, these afflictions are errands of mercy in disguise – “He doth not afflict
willingly.” There is nothing capricious or arbitrary about thy God’s dealings.
Unutterable tenderness is the characteristic of all His allotments. The world
may wound by unkindness; trusted friends may become treacherous; a
brother may speak with unnecessary harshness and severity; but the Lord is
“abundant in goodness and in truth.” He appoints no needless pang.
When He appears like Joseph to “speak roughly,” there are gentle
undertones of love. The stern accents are assumed, because He has
precious lessons that could not otherwise have been taught.
Ah! be assured, there is some deep necessity in all He does. In our calendars
of sorrow, we may put this luminous mark against every trying hour - “It was
needed!” Some redundant branch in the tree required pruning. Some
wheat required to be cast overboard to lighten the ship and avert further
disaster. Mourning one – He might have dealt far otherwise with thee. He
might have cut thee down as a fruitless, worthless cumberer. He might have
abandoned thee, to drift, disowned and unpiloted on the rocks of
destruction - joined to thine idols, He might have left thee “alone” to settle
on thy lees and forfeit thine eternal bliss; but He loved thee better. It was
kindness, infinite kindness, which blighted thy fairest blossoms and hedged
up thy way with thorns. “Without this hedge of thorns,” says Richard Baxter,
“on the right hand and on the left, we should hardly be able to keep the
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way to Heaven.”
We, in our blind unbelief, may speak of trials we imagine might have
been spared – chastisements that are unnecessarily severe; but the day is
coming when every step of the Lord’s procedure will be vindicated; when
we shall own and recognise each separate experience of sorrow to have
been an unspeakably precious and important period in the history of the
soul. Yes, child of God, the messenger of affliction has an olive-branch in
one hand – a love-token plucked from the bowers of paradise – and in
the other, a chalice mingled by One, too loving and gracious to insert one
needless ingredient of sorrow! Remember, every drop of wrath in that
cup was exhausted by a surety-Saviour. In taking it into thy hand, be it
thine to extract support and consolation from what so mightily sustained a
Greater Sufferer in a more awful hour – “This cup which Thou givest me to
drink, shall I not drink it?”
“And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the
bow shall be seen in the cloud.”
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News and Current Affairs
Out of Harm’s Way
Protestant Truth magazine – ‘In the News’ section, March-April 2022
This is the title of a Report by the Commission on Young Lives, published in December
2021, reporting on an ‘ongoing epidemic of drug-running, grooming and serious youth
violence in England.’ The Report highlights recent Government statistics showing that
during 2020, almost 13,000 children in England were identified as being involved with
gangs, and ‘thousands more’ as being sexually assaulted.
Among other recommendations, the Report calls for a ban on the use of ‘unregulated
accommodation’ for those under the age of 18 in care. It points out the current care
system was designed for much younger children and is badly placed to meet the needs
of vulnerable teenagers and their ‘often chaotic lives.’ The Report is illustrated by a
number of disturbing case studies.
The Commission on Young Lives is chaired by Anne Longfield CBE, formerly the Children’s
Commissioner for England. She states, ‘A children’s social care system that is supposed to
protect vulnerable teenagers is frequently putting them in even greater danger. Often,
we may as well be
handing over children
directly to ruthless
gangs and criminals.
It is unfit for purpose.’
The Commission is
being hosted by the Oasis Charitable Trust, which (as readers may know) was founded
by Steve Chalke, the Baptist minister. Its work is set to continue until the Autumn of 2022.
The sad point about this is the way that it reflects upon present-day England (and, no
doubt, the United Kingdom as a whole). The manner in which society treats its most
vulnerable members, usually the very young and the very aged, is a good barometer of
the overall health of that society. Without wishing to overly blame the inadequate
provision identified by the Report, it is a further blot upon the character of a selfrighteous nation that frowns upon any perceived connection with the long-defunct slave
trade, and yet continues to facilitate the murder each year of tens of thousands of
unborn children in the womb and allows (even if it does not condone) the despicable
abuse of those who have already been removed from broken homes. May the Lord
grant conviction of sin and a humbling before Him.
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An Advisory Group for Sin?
Editorial, by Revd Christopher D. Pierce, in English Churchman, 11 March, 2022
A few weeks ago, the inevitable Press Release came to this office announcing that the
Diocese of London is to start a LGBT+ Advisory Group. It should have been headed
‘Nothing New Under the Sun’. How strange to receive a glowing announcement of a
group formed to advise on how to better incorporate sinful lifestyles into the fellowship
of the Church.
Does the above paragraph seem too scathing? After all, the Church does have a
responsibility to care for those within her ranks that struggle with sexual temptation. It
has that same responsibility for members struggling with anything the Bible reveals as
sinful. Indeed, the Church
exists to call sinners to
repentance and faith so
that they may know God’s
forgiveness. It also exists to
make faithful disciples of
Jesus which means leaving
behind old ways of life as
we grow in Christian
maturity.
The Bishop of London was Bishop of London
fulsome in praise of the
new Advisory Group: “I warmly welcome the setting up of the new Advisory Group in
making everyone feel as safe as possible and in bringing about the ‘radical new
Christian inclusion…founded in Scripture, in reason, in tradition, in theology and the
Christian faith as the Church of England has received it’ for which the Archbishops have
called. This initiative acknowledges the gratitude of the Diocese for the unique life and
contribution of LGBT+ people to the church in London. The group will advise the Senior
Staff as we seek to ensure safety, welcome and a transformed sense of belonging within
all our churches.”
What does “radical new Christian inclusion” include? Presumably something that has not
been included before, i.e. full acceptance of LGBT+ lifestyles and behaviours? If this is to
be the destination, then despite talk of Scripture and theology, the operative
epistemology of the Advisory Group is based on the question Satan asked Eve in the
Garden, “Did God really say?”
Will “Safety” trump Scripture in determining finally what is permitted in the doctrine and
practice of the Church? If so, it will provide a charter for ‘cry-bullies’, those who proclaim
their self-defined victimhood and unsafe feelings as mechanisms to silence other
19

viewpoints.
Article XX sets out the standard: “It is not lawful for the Church to ordain anything that is
contrary to God’s Word written, neither may it expound one place of Scripture, that it
be repugnant to another.” Will radical new inclusivity end up excluding the Historic
Formularies and their place in the Church?
The Press Release informs us that the LGBT+ Advisory Group was established by the
Diocesan College of Bishops. It is very disheartening to think there is not one among their
number willing to stand up and call for an end to further discussions. The Church has had
discussion after discussion for years; even proponents of homosexual lifestyles concede
that the Bible is not in their favour. The apparent purpose of perpetual discussion in the
Church is to grind down orthodox opponents of the radical new inclusivity. As we have
seen in North America, once browbeaten by the relentless discussions, there is no longer
any place for orthodox doctrine and orthodox people. They have been ‘included’ out of
the Church.
The time for discussion has surely ended.
Why Ofsted needs Reform – by a representative of The Positive Reform for a Trusted
Ofsted campaign – as published in Family Education Trust Bulletin, Spring 2022.
The schools’ watchdog, Ofsted, has an incredibly vast remit. In fact, its influence across
the education sector is staggering. From being given an initially narrow scope in 1992 to
conduct school inspections based on the achievement of pupils and the quality of
teaching, Ofsted has gradually amassed additional responsibilities. This includes the
oversight of early years children, adoption and fostering arrangements, child protection
and further education. There are now calls for it to also start overseeing home education.
Today, Ofsted’s remit in unrecognisable from its initial conception and there are
increasing examples emerging of it acting beyond its delegated authority in school
inspections. For Christian-ethos or more traditionally minded schools, this remit expansion
is becoming increasingly subject to the narrow views of Ofsted inspectors.
To govern the inspection of State-funded schools Ofsted Inspectors use the criteria
outlined in a Framework. The criteria are fourfold; ‘the quality of education’, ‘behaviour
and attitudes’, ‘personal development’; and ‘leadership and management’. Following a
2-day school inspection, Inspectors will produce a written Report which includes a binding
opinion on the impact of the provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development, and a Judgment on overall effectiveness of the school.

20

Concerningly, it is becoming increasingly apparent that Ofsted Inspectors are focusing
heavily on the Equality Act 2010 during inspections and downgrading schools for not
explicitly teaching controversial topics like gender re-assignment. While schools are
required by law to ensure that pupils and staff do not face any discriminatory treatment,
Inspectors are gradually expanding these requirements to the extent that they expect
pupils to have an active understanding of LGBT relationships in order to be “personally
developing” in accordance with “life in modern Britain” and be developing the right
“behaviour and attitudes”. In practice, this means that schools which are reticent to teach
sexualising materials which made many parents feel uncomfortable, can be easily
downgraded.

Now that schools are
required to teach sex and
relationships education,
many teachers are
concerned that inspectors
will focus on these topics
to an even greater
degree.
On multiple occasions, the
Parliamentary overseer,
the Education Select
Committee, has accused Ofsted of acting with a secularist agenda and being biased
towards schools with a faith-ethos. In fact, Christian, Jewish and Muslim schools have all
raised concerns to Parliament about the negative consequences of inspections in their
schools. As Inspectors have turned their attentions further away from exam results and
towards pupil cultural development, these concerns have only become more acute.
It is therefore troubling to many educationalists, school managers and teachers, that
Ofsted faces very little accountability in how it operates and what it feels important to
be judged in schools as indicating ‘progress’. In fact, it is unprecedented for a nonMinisterial department which is funded by the taxpayer, especially one with so much
authority, to have such limited checks and balances.
Yet, neither Amanda Spielman, the Chief Inspector, nor the Management Board of
Ofsted have indicated any willingness or proactiveness to fight off the critiques with a
programme of reform.
The Positive Reform for a Trusted Ofsted campaign seeks to draw public attention to the
overstep of the education watchdog and to call upon it to undertake a strategic review
of policies, processes and practices so that it can return to its original remit and priorities
to raise education standards. To do this, it is imperative that schools are given greater
21

opportunities to challenge Reports which they believe to be unfair, and that Ofsted
operates with greater transparency when it reports to Parliament. Without these
reforms, Ofsted will continue to grow in powers and pursue whichever interests the
Management or Inspectors decide; and at the moment, this is to the detriment of faith
schools.
The Positive Reform for a Trusted Ofsted campaign is looking for signatures from
teachers, parents, educationalists and academics for its open letter to Ofsted.
It calls upon Ofsted to be more collaborative with teachers, families and the community;
seek to become more ‘trusted’ by those it inspects; and be more transparent in how and
why it issues certain grades to schools. Ofsted should celebrate the variety of schools
which operate in England and should encourage pluralism and diversity in how schools
teach children in accordance with legal requirements.
To read more about the problems with Ofsted and to sign your name, please visit:

www.positiveofstedreform.com/

Christian named as President of Egyptian Supreme Constitutional Court
Barnabas website, 9 February, 2022, www.barnabasfund.org
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has appointed a Christian, Judge Boulos Fahmy
Eskandar, as President of the country’s Supreme Constitutional Court (SCC).
Judge Boulos, 65, is the first ever Christian to be appointed to the position, which
effectively makes him Egypt’s highest judge.
The appointment of a Christian to such a high position of authority is rare in a Muslimmajority country and demonstrates the courage of President al-Sisi’s support for religious
equality and freedom. In Islamic contexts it is not expected that Christians will rise to such
positions of political or legal authority.
Judge Boulos had previously served as one of the Vice-Presidents of the SCC and as
President of the Cairo Court of Cassation. The SCC is Egypt’s highest court and is
independent of both the Egyptian President and Parliament. The court has the role of
interpreting Egypt’s laws and regulations and deciding whether they are constitutional.
Judges appointed to the SCC serve until their mandatory retirement age of 70 years.
Christians, who make up 10% of the population of Egypt, say that their situation in the
Muslim-majority country is now better than it has been in living memory.
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President al-Sisi has been quick to give verbal and practical support to the Christian
community whenever anti-Christian incidents occur and his Government is working
steadily to legalise churches following the repeal of Ottoman-era restrictions in
September 2016. Al-Azhar University now controls most of the mosques so that the
extremist Muslim Brotherhood has become much less influential.

Ukrainian Bible Society runs out of Bibles
British Church Newspaper, 18 March, 2022

Anxieties about a possible invasion from Russia contributed to a major supplier of Bibles
in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Bible Society, to run out of Bibles, on the second day of the
Russian incursion toward Kyiv.
Robert L. Briggs, President and CEO of American Bible Society, explained how Christians
in Ukraine were responding to the Russian crisis: “As people grapple with the unknown,
many are experiencing the Bible’s message for the first time ever. Anatoliy Raychynets,
Deputy General Secretary of the Ukrainian Bible Society, reports that Pastors and
priests over the past
weeks have been
flocking to the Bible
Society store in Kyiv to
buy Bibles.”
At the same time,
Raychynets was also
keeping in touch with
Christian leaders in
Russia. He told Briggs:
“We
are
in
communication
with
them, we speak to one
another, we pray with
them and are united in Christ our Lord. In a world of such toxic division – and amid
tensions that do anything other than unite opposing sides – this is a powerful testament to
the fruit of the Gospel in people’s lives. “
Raychynets also revealed that Christians and Jews have come together to pray Psalm
31 over their plight. He told Eternity News: “For me, as a Pastor, that Psalm…well, I
read it differently now, because it’s about our current situation in Ukraine. This ancient
prayer – written thousands of years ago – so alive, is living.”
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Wherein ye greatly rejoice…though in heaviness…
By: Napier Malcolm
Editor, British Church Newspaper (4 March, 2022)
“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations.”
1 Peter1:6
This is advice for the Christian who is ‘in heaviness,’ that is, feeling depressed. We all feel
down at times.
Things go wrong. It may be a bereavement or a disappointment. It may just be the
burden of work, the incessant demands of other people, lack of rest, uncertainties and
anxieties about the future or the feeling that we have failed or been unwise or sinned.
Earth turns grey and the sky black.
We feel guilty when we read that we should “Rejoice evermore” - (1 Thess. 5:16).
People may tell us that our present state is not how a Christian should be. We, too, feel
that it is a bad witness.
The Holy Spirit’s counsel
The Holy Spirit, speaking by Peter, does not belittle the troubles of His listeners; nor does
He upbraid them. He does not tell them to ‘snap out of it’ or ‘cheer up, it could be worse’;
rather the Holy Spirit points them to certain solid facts which, on sober consideration, will
give them genuine grounds for rejoicing, indeed for greatly rejoicing, in the midst of their
very real sorrows and troubles.
What is more, the Holy Spirit comforts them with the thought that these times of heaviness
through manifold temptations (‘temptations’ include trials) are not negative, God
dishonouring experiences. On the contrary - “The trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”
Their times of heaviness are designed to try their faith and they are very positive, fruitful
times which will bring praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ –
praise and honour and glory to Him and from Him.
Faith is the thing that honours God and brings glory to His Holy Name; and if we can
come through sorrow and heaviness with our faith intact and, in fact, burning brighter for
the experience, then we are glorifying God amidst our tears every bit as much as if we
were openly rejoicing.
Three causes for rejoicing
What are these things - “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need
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be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations?”
They are three.
First - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.”
The first thing in which we greatly rejoice is a new birth, risen with Christ to a new living
hope. We forget what that means. We are no longer dead in trespasses and sins,
under condemnation, without God and without hope in the world. Our sins are washed
away in His blood. They are forgotten – Jeremiah 31:34, cast behind God’s back –
Isaiah 38:17, cast into the depths of the sea – Micah 7:19. We no longer have to live
with the fear that we are journeying to a lost eternity. We are reconciled to God. We
have the Holy Spirit. We have Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith. We have a new
nature. We take these things for granted and simply forget to rejoice in them.
The second ground for rejoicing is in verse 4: “An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven for you.” We have something to look
forward to. It is a mark of depression that the future seems black and hopeless, but,
whatever we may feel, the sober contemplation of God’s promises opens up a vision of
gates of pearl and streets of gold, a reviver of life clear as crystal and the tree of life.
There shall be no night for the Lord God giveth them light; a place where God Himself
shall dwell among His people and wipe away all tears from their eyes; a place where
His servants shall serve Him and they shall see His face.
The Third cause for rejoicing
But what of the present? “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time” (verse 5). The Lord’s people are kept until then, kept
by the power of God. Storms and waves and quicksands may shake the boat but they
cannot engulf it. The chances and changes of this mortal life cannot rob us. Sin and
Satan cannot have us. “I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Joshua 1:5). “No man is
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:29).
“Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever” (Psalm 23:6).
We pass through the valley of Baca, a vale of tears, but we find there three wells. God
does not ask us to pretend that life is laughter all the way. He just bids us remember
that, with it all, there are also grounds for great rejoicing, whichever way we look
backward, forward or to the present. We have Christ and that is all we need.
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THE DYING THIEF
By: J. Dennett
Look at the amazing depths of sin in the case of the dying thief on the cross, and
the more amazing depths of the grace, love and power of Jesus in calling him and
saving him from his sin almost at the twelfth hour; look also at the sovereignty of
God in taking the one and leaving the other to die hardened in his sin.
According to the evangelist Luke, two thieves - also called malefactors - were
crucified with the Son of God, one on His right hand and the other on His left hand.
The one on the left railed on Christ (as both had done before, according to
Matthew), and then in the hardness of his heart disputed the Deity and Sonship of
Christ and addressed Jesus in the commanding language, “If Thou be the Christ,
save Thyself and us.” His fellow-sinner, into whose soul the Holy Ghost had
suddenly and invisibly communicated saving grace, spiritual life and Heavenly
light, on hearing the arrogant and insulting words of his former companion in
transgression, at once replied to him (for Jesus answered him not a word), and
rebuked him, saying “Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds;
but this Man hath done nothing amiss.”
Then this poor enlightened criminal, after rebuking his fellow-sinner, began to
openly call upon the Lord and entreat Jesus, the Saviour, in the memorable words,
“Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom” - and was answered “This day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” Only one prayer escaped from the
lips of this poor reclaimed sinner, but it was the prayer of life and faith in his soulsickness and bodily agony; and only one answer, which it was the great pleasure
of Christ to give.
What a scene is presented to our notice in the crucifixion of these three persons on
the cross, two of them wicked and guilty – being the sons of Adam – the other
pure and Holy, He being the Son of God. They were all three crucified at the
third hour of the day. At the sixth hour the converted thief was in soul-travail and
cried to Christ, for his sins lay heavy upon his soul - and was answered in the joy of
his heart - “This day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” At the ninth hour Jesus
expired and gave up the ghost, when His soul went immediately into Heaven,
leaving His new convert on the cross in the throes of natural death.
Jesus died first and went into the Kingdom of His glory that He might be there to
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receive this new convert of His, this miracle of grace and trophy of His power into
the everlasting Kingdom of God; but who can enter into the solemn scene that
was witnessed during the following three hours - and what this heir of Heaven
felt before his soul left his body – with the struggles of death to endure, the world
in darkness, the earth quaking, the rocks rending, the remembrance of his past
sinful life, his companion in crime dying hardened in his transgressions and about
to launch into eternity as a vessel of wrath - and the body of His Lord and
Redeemer hanging dead on the tree where He had expiated for his sins and
iniquities? Well could this poor converted sinner join Paul and say - “By the
grace of God I am what I am.”

27
27

“And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye:
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.”
(Matthew 28:5)
By: J. C. Philpot
Whatever be our state and case, if it can truly be said of us what the angel said to the
women at the sepulchre, “I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified,” we have a
Divine warrant to believe that “He is gone before us into Galilee. There shall we see
Him.” He is risen; He has ascended up on high and “has received gifts for men, yea,
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them.” He is now upon
the mercy-seat - and He invites and draws poor needy sinners to Himself. He says,
“Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
He allows us, He invites us to pour out our heart before Him, to show before Him our
trouble, to spread our wants at His feet, as Hezekiah spread the letter in the temple. If
we seek communion with Him, we may and shall tell Him how deeply we need Him,
that without Him it is not life to live - and with Him not death to die. We shall beg of
Him to heal our backslidings; to manifest His love and blood to our conscience; to shew
us the evil of sin; to bless us with Godly sorrow for our slips and falls; to keep us from
evil that it may not grieve us; to lead us into His sacred truth; to preserve us from pride,
self-deception and self-righteousness; to give us renewed tokens of our interest in His
finished work; to subdue our iniquities; to make and keep our conscience tender - and
work in us everything which is pleasing in His sight.
What is communion but mutual giving and receiving, the flowing together of two hearts,
the melting into one of two wills, the exchange of two loves – each party maintaining its
distinct identity, yet being to the other an object of affection and delight? Have we
nothing, then, to give to Christ? Yes, our sins, our sorrows, our burdens, our trials and,
above all, the salvation and sanctification of our souls. And what has He to give us?
What? Why, everything worth having, everything worth a moment’s anxious thought,
everything for time and eternity.
(From ‘Baca’s Vale’ - Daily Portions)
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