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November 2025 CHRISTIAN WATCH
Dear Friends,

Did you know that the months of October and November are very
Il mportant months in the hist
thought about it beford so let me briefly tell you why.

On 33t October, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the

church door at Wittenberg in Germany and whereas many people
today celebrate Hall oween and
actions heralded the dawn of the Protestant Reformaltionging

the light of the Gospel to England, which resulted in Romar
Catholicism losing its power throughout Europe and indeed the world.

On 5" November, 1605 the Gunpowder Plot took pléae Roman
Catholic attempt to blow up the King and the Houses of Parliament.

On 5" November, 1688, King William 1Il arrived at Torbay in Devon
in response to a cry for help from England and he sailed from
Holland to confront the Roman Catholic King of Erdgléind James

Il. He was asked to intervene in the running of the country and fc
restore Protestantism and thus ensure the overthrow of Rom:
Catholicism and establish a Protestant succession to the throne.

These events all have one thing in condnpmpery d or Roman
Catholicism and yet sadly today we see our current King, King
Charles 111, breaking his Co
the first time since the Reformation with the Pope of Rome. Ho
important it is that we recho the motto of King Williamdld T h e

| i berties of England andardhe
remember our history and Godd
Night chorus is also so appropriate



Remember. remember, ttieob November,
Gunpowder, treason and plot;
We see no reason why gunpowder treason
Should ever be forgot.

On another subject can the BBC be trusted? The walls of
Broadcasting House have finally begun to crumble with the recent
resignations of both the Director General and the CEO of BBC News
indicating the level to which the once trusted BBC has stooped. Tr
taxpayer (thatodos you and me!)
been discovered to have doctored a speech by American President
Donald Trump to make it look as though he was inciting violent
insurrection when, in fact, he was doing no such thing. Viewers wel
misled in such a way that it would have made the Kremlin and North
Korea proud! This latest episode is possibly the final straw for an
Organisation that for years has covered gender, British history, Gaza,
immigration etc. etc. with an opesitgwed lefiving bias and
against the commaense views of most ordinary people. The end
destination is clead the BBC will lose more viewers and more
listeners and will eventually lose its funding. If that happens, the BBC
has only itself to blame!

Thank you for your support throughout 202%e annual
subscription remains the same at just £82d we look forward to
hearing from you in the near future.

May | take this opportunity to wish you the compliments of the seasol
and trust that the Lord will richly bless you in your labours for Him in
2026.

Yours in His service,

lan Henderson

lan R. Henderson (Chairman)



OUR NATIONAL WOES ANTHE CHURCH
When the church grows silent, the nation rots

Pastor Pooyan Mershahi
(Minister of Providence Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham)

fiFor the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
Godo (1 Peter 4:17).

The decline of Britain did not start in Parliament, the universities, th
media, nor has it to do with the immigration concerns of today. It
began in the pulpits, the
seminaries and the pew. T
Is not a comfortable thougt
Yet it explains much. W SHlci B gl e iE s G
does Britain, with all he your cities
historic blessings, stumble (Leviticus 26:14,22,31)
confusion? Why is the natior
so quick to call evil good and good evil? For over a century, the
churches of this land have exchanged truth for novelty, reverence fc
entertainment and discipline of sin for indifference. For generations
the church herself has lived comfortably with the same sins. Once t
church loses her salt and savour, the nation begins to rot. Itis r
surprise that William Cowper could say in the 18th cedtilWVh e n
nations are to perishintheirsiis, s i n t he Chur c
The cancer of national unbelief spreads first through the bloodstrean
of the church.

Think of a man looking in a mirror. He sees the dirt on his face, the
covers the mirror with a cloth and walks into the street. The problem
not removed; it is only ignored. Britain is that man. We curse the
darkness of politics, media, and schools, yet we drape a cloth ovel
the mirror of the church. What is that mirror meant to show? Holines



Reverence. Preaching that pierces consciences. Worship that mal
God central and man small. The church is the conscience of the nati
If the conscience is seared, the whole body stumbles in the dark.

Think of a lighthouse on the coast. For years it sends out a steac
beam, guiding ships safely through the rocks. One night the keepe
neglects his duty. The lamp is left to flicker and die. Ships, unawar
of the danger, strike the rocks and are lost. The fault does not lie witk
the sailors, but with the man who should have kept the light. So it
with the church. If we hide the Word of God by not faithfully
preaching and applying it, the people stumble into ruin. If the nation
does not hear clear direction from the church, they will seek to follow
other voices. They will seek freedom without the gospel, or freedon
with humanism and false forms of religion (e.g. Roman Catholicisi
Judaism, etc.).

The Apostle Peter tells us plainly that judgment begins at the house «
God. Why must it? Because @ogeople know better. The world
sins in ignorance; the church sins against light. If we will not humt
ourselves, God humbles us. If we will not cleanse His sanctuary, |
sweeps it with a rod. And when the sanctuary is judged, the natior
soon feels it.

Christ walks among the candlesticks. He examines the doctrir
preached, the worship offered and the lives professed and lived.
Where He finds corruption, He chastens, sometimes by various forr
of judgment in the church and nation. This is mercy, if we repent. It
destruction, if we harden our hearts.

Here is the question every believer must face: Is my own church pe
of the problem? It is easy to criticise liberal denominations and
churches, empty cathedrals, or celebrity preachers; but judgmer
beginsnotit hei r 6 house, but in our



Do we gather for worship as though we are meeting the living God?
Do we hear the sermon as though eternity hangs on it? Do w
discipline open sin with broken hearts? Do we train our children dail
in the fear of the Lord? Or do we quietly conform to the same spirit
we condemn in the nation? What, then, must be done?

In the home:

Repent of our home negligence and sins. Restore family worship. L
fathers and mothers gather their children each day, read through the
Bible, sing psalms and biblical hymns, pray and plead with God

together and learn a sound Protestant catechism (Shorter or Bapti
Catechism). Five to seven evenings of this discipline each week will

more for the health of the nation than any policy passed in

Westminster.

In the Church:

Recover preaching that declares the whole counsel of God. Law an
Gospel. Heaven and Hell. Christ crucified and risen and reigning
Practise church discipline as an act of love, not as cruelty. Orde
worship with reverence, not frivolity. Be zealously evangelistic, ir
church, on streets, among children-tdatmor, in all communities
(Hindu, Muslim, run dowrngrket etc).

In the public square:

Speak with Scripture in hand without compromise and with love i
speech. When rulers ask, answer. When they do not ask, still write
preach and pray. Britain does not need party slogans. She needs
pastors who fear God more than men. Answer the issues of the da
and culture biblically. Be willing to suffer for Christ.

Some will say this is harsh. Itis not. It is honest. When a surge
washes his hands and picks up the knife, no one calls him unkind.
cuts because he cares for the patient. Christ loves His church enot



to begin with us.
Do this:

Pastors and EldersPreach the whole counsel of God, as though
souls and nations depend on it, because they do. Prepare the nex
sermon as though eternity hangs upon it. Systematically care for th
discipling of the members. Do not wink at open sin.

Churches:Examine your worship. Is it shaped by Scripture or by the
market? Is the life of each member shaped by a love for God, His
Word and glory?

Families: From today, Opel’b
your Bible, take a catechisi
and a book of praise and
begin to worship God. D
not wait for the schools t
catechise your children in tl
doctrine of the world.

Final Thoughts:
The patriot who truly love
his country must first love t
church. Revival is not secu
in Downing Street, but in t
prayer meeting. The flac
will not be rescued until th
pulpit is rescued. Tru :
national service begins c &
the Lords Day, when Gdd %
people fall on their kneeg
and beg Him to cleanse
house.



LESSONSROM ZECHARIAH CHAHR 4

By:G D Buss
Godds servant Zerubbabel was I
0Oa Qgreat strait.o He had bee

building of the temple that had been devastated when the Chaldeans
overran Jerusalem. At first things seemed to go well. The stone wa
laid. There was rejoicing among the young who had not seen the othe
temple that had been erased. The older ones wept because it was no
so large, but they were encouraged to begin to build; but then three
things happened. Onethe enemies of the church of God in that
generation, who were just as bugg in all ages and they conspired

to halt the work, getting the command even down in Babylon that thi
work was to cease. The second thing was those who should have be
building gave up and turned to their own olive yards and vineyards,
gardens and houses, while all the time the house of Lord lay waste
The third thing was poor Zerubbabel himself. It grieved him that the
church of God that should have been active was so lethargic and sc
content that things should be as they Weted there was perhaps in

his spirit a tendency to despise what had been begun and almost tc
think that there would never be a conclusion.

So the Lord kindly came to His servant in his great strait and He tolc
him three things. One was that he himself would bring forth the
headstone. The day would come, impossible though it seemed, eve
though to all human calculation it seemed it was foolish to think so. T
Lord says, No, Zerubbabel, you will bring forth the headstone.

The second thing the Lord told him was that He would silence h
enemies. He would put a shield around His people so their enemie
could not hinder the work anymore. We know how that took place.
And then perhaps the most important thing d&vele reproved the

lethargic, apathetic church of his day who were content that things
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should be as they were, and were not exercised, were not wrestling ir
prayer for the Lord to return and help this work to finish. The Lord
chastened them but touched their hearts and they began to work agair
0 all under the Divine power, not of Zerubbabel, not of any earthly
power, but the power of the Holy Spirit.

The vision that Zerubbabel had of
golden candlestick tells us three thin:
want you to take away, pray about an
meditate upon. The first thing w&3od
was still caring for His church. Yes, it!
a day of small things; yes, it was not i
the days of Solomon and David. Tha
true, but had the Lord ceased to car
Had He ceased to have any heart for F
people? No. It was a golden candlesti
precious to Him.

Secondly, God was working. Those ©
who have had the difficulty of drivin
down the M4 in recent years when t
smart motorway was being built, wo
have seen a sig
though you <canni¢
pondered that many ti mes. | s
of our Lord? He is working even though we cannot see it. Our way
may be hid by the Lord, but it is not hid from Him. Those of you whc
perhaps feel the work has gone underground, it is still going on. God
never forsakes His purpose. He is still working, though we cannot see

The third thing is, He had a supply for His church. It is the same supy
in the day of small things as in the day of greater things. What is that
supply? It is the blessed and Holy Spirit. You go back to the Book o
Leviticus and the Book of Exodus and see how the oil was provided fc

11



the lamp. The olive was taken and it was beaten. There we have a
wonderful picture of how the Spirit has come to the Church of Chris
He was smitten of God and afflicted. He was in the olive press that the
Spirit would flow down to the chuéchnd how we need it! Friends, if
ever there was a generation that needs the outpouring of the Spirit, |
feel it is ours. Why do we need it? You go to Psalm 51 and listen to
what David said when he had been through a time of backsliding but
was bei n dCreatedrsne a cleardheart, O &od; and renew a
right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; ¢
uphol d me wi Wedneed theyHolyf Ghastdo créageiwe i
need His Holinessind we need His restoring power. We need Him
to give us a right spirit. We need Him to maintain a Holy spirit in our
hearts, because only He can do thahd we need Him to restore. Itis
the free Spirit, blessedly free. If it were not so, we would never be
restored.

So when Zerubbabel saw this great vision, he was assured his God ha
not forgotten him. His work was still going on; His purposes would b
fuffiled, buthow?® Not by mi ght, nor by
t he L or dNocaérnal kveagohsswouwdd be needead T h e
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to th
pulling down of strong hol ds.

oWho art thou, O great mount ai
a p | Iifgyau haveda mountain at this time, this is the answer to it. By
His Holy Spirit the Lord can work in a way you cannot see. It is jus
what our churches need. We are thankful where there are those sigr
of green shoots. We are thankful for it. Let us not despise the day of
smal | things; but we are |iKk
said-0 There remaineth yMMayomhehhlo
of Jacobépos s eMayGodddeHishlespng.s s e s

An address at the Gospel Standard Society Business Meeting, April, 2

12
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EFFECTIVE PRAYING
0The effectual fervent pr aysg
James 5:16

Carmel, when he called down fire on the carcass of the sacrifié
bull ock, stands out in evergp
momentous career. Yet when James was inspired to sumig
Elijahd6s great ministry, he
he went much deeper and r e
greatness his prayer life. ‘

We tend to be dazzled by the spectacular. At times what the L

does is spectaculérand we should be impressed; but often in ofif:
love of the spectacular we neglect the most important thingdof alt

to experience EIlijahods pray
an example of the principle

The great encouragement of this verse is that God answers prg
for ordinary people. Elijah was a man of natural passions. He g
not a super man. He was oOa@

ared6 (v.17). He could be#
exhausted, j ust as we can.
Literaly-o he prayed in his praye %
of praying. When we become earnest in pragenvhen we stop =
playingand starprayingowe wi || di scover |t ha
today and answers stild] by [fir

Elijah, put our passion into praying. Then, and only then, will we
become powerful in the service of the Lord.

FromE a g | e,Ddily MatilitatiqyésEdited by Alan Cairns



CHRISTIAN RESOURCES EXHIBITION 2025

by lan Hendersor{Chairman of Christian Watch)

As you can see from the picture, the Christian Watch stall at the CRE
Sandown in October drew attention to our Protestant heritage (not a
particularly popular theme these days)! The portraits of the Protestan
Reformers created much interest from pasggi® ne o6 Chr i s
telling us that she had never heard of Martin Luther! How important it i
to ensure that we stand feaguare for the seven points of Protestantism
0 an open Bible, salvation by free and sovereign grace alone,
justification by the grace of God, the mediatorship of the Lord Jesus
Christ, confession of sin to God alone, the Holy Spirit the author an
explainer of Scripture and to hold a faithful testimony for God and His
truth.

Over 500 carrier bags (suitably printed with the Christian Watch logo
and Gospel text} were handed out over the 2 days of the Exhiition
containing Trinitarian Bible Society calendars for 2026, British Churcl
newspapers, Gospel tracts and Christian Watch leaflets on abortion,
LGBT, conversion therapy, why we use the Authorised Version, natiol
borders and national woes. (These leaflets are available on request tc
our Secretary).

Numerous profitable conversations took place and most fBssers
seemed sympathetic to the stand we were taking. There is undoubted|
a great concern today for the state of our nation and the church and it is
a privilege to witness for the Lord in such dark days.

Over 170 stalls were exhibitirgd e monst rati ng a v
resources- from church furniture to amplification systems, insurances t
fundraising and Christian bookshops to missionary societies, nc
forgetting numerous puppets and holy socks! Sadly, the lack of Gospe
posters, texts and literature was conspicuous by their absence and so tl

14



Christian Watch stalleven in a Christian exhibitidrwas a light in a
dark place.

The CRE returns to Sandown in October, 2026 and, if the Lord wills
Christian Watch will be witnessing once again for the truths of the
Gospel.

d Repent ye,

and |
believe |
the gospel.f

\ < Jesus s;id:
| B lamthe .
behold, # s + the World:

| bring you VN X “m?l](
s ae ot wa
googre & RisTAn wuﬁ
of great Joy... ~ YR
a SaViour', | \ g O L ROV
whichis Christ ; ok Lo o
the Lord.
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THE MYSTERY AND WISDOF HIS WAYS
By:J. C. Ryle

oMaster, the Jews of
thitheohnHGai n?6 :

How mysterious are the ways in which Christ sometimes les

people. We are told that when He talked of going back t
Judea, His disciples were perplexed. It was the very pld
where the Jews had lately tried to stone their Master: to re
thither was to plunge into the midst of danger. These ti
Galileans could not see the necessity or prudence of such a
0Goest Thou thither again

Things such as these are often going on around us. The s¢
of Christ are often placed in circumstances just as puzzling
perplexing as those of the disciples. They are led in waygd
which they cannot see the purpose and object; they are callg

fill positions from which they naturally shriakd which they
would never have chosen for themselves. Thousands in
age are continually learning this by their own experience.

path they are obliged to walk in is not the path of their
choice. At present they cannot see its usefulness or wisdom

At times like these, a Christian must call into exercise his faitl
patience. He must believe that His Master knows best by
road His servant ought to travel and that He is leading him
the right way, to a city of habitation. He may rest assured t
the circumstances in which he is placed are precisely those
are most likely to promote his graces and to check his besd
sins. He need not doubt that what he cannot see now h¢
understand hereafter. He will find one day that there
wisdom in every step of his journey, though flesh and blood ¢




If the twelve disciples had not been taken back into Judea,
would not have seen the glorious miracle of Bethany [in
raising of Lazarus]. If Christians were allowed to choose
own course through life, they would never learn hundred
lessons about Christ and His grace, which they are now tau
Godds ways. Let us remem
when we shall be called to take some journey in life whic
greatly dislike. When that time comes, let us set out chee
and believe that all is right.

Previously published in Bible League QuatigBeptember, 2025

not see it at the time.

Christ is the Keeper of His saints,
He guards them by His power;
Subdues their numerous complaints,
In every gloomy hour.

What though they fear each dread alarm,
Tried, and severely tossed;
Held by the Saviourd
None, none can eder

Hedl | |l ead them on f
Though weary, weak and faint;

For O! they neder sha
Or God eder | ose a

How sure His great salvation shines;
How full the vast reward;

How firm the promise |e

How faithful is the Lord!

Burnham



NEWS AND CURRENT AIRS ))>

Movers and Shakers
The Free Presbyterian Magazine October, 2025
Article in 6Notes and Comm

We live in profoundly serious times! Today, many have banis
living and true God from their thoughts, as if He did not exis
reject His Word, the Holy Bible, as utterly irrelevant.

Most people today are influenced by the secular humanis
encounter on various social media platforms. They all &
capable of effectively and enjoyably advocating, leading
persuading their audiences on how to live, what to like anc
actions to take to gain acceptance in modern society.

These new and dominant channels of mass communicatio
new movers and shakers in society: the Church, the Bible &
have been (by many) entirely dismissed as completely irrete
and they would be, if it were possible, to fully eliminate the
peopl eds thought s.

In previous centuries, churches proclaimed the gospel of salve
the entire truth of God. The Bible was widely consulted and ¢
as the authoritative Word of Goé and it was accepted as t
Divine rule by which all our thoughts, words and actions sh
judged.

Today, things are quite different. It seems as if the primary re
of Christianity have transformed themselves into a new ¢
movers and shakers, who, using extreme, exaggerated and
hysterical language, bombastically attack everything withi




reach with their often illogical, ungodly, foolish and libertine
Such atheistic (Gatkfying and Goddenyingd and thus Satan
perspectives are frequently intertwined with visual and a
displays of greeetlriven attractions, designed further to allure
ensnare mandés |l ustful natu

We must not be ignorant of
and thus need not only to recognise the dangers surrounding
also to warn others of the serious threats posed by the evils
ungodly society in which we live. We must humble ourselves
God, pray for our people as Daniel did for his (see Daniel 9), ct
our sins and the sins of our nation before God and beseech
return in mercy and grace.

The words of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of Hig
are as relevant today as t

them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
creaturedo (Mark 16:15).




Digital IDA or else!
British Church Newspaper, 6 October, 2025

On 26 September, the Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer, announcec
Il ntroduce a new digital | D,
the UKO.

Although he claimed that the objective of the move was to make s
employers oOknow who is entit
deal with the problem of il

that responsible employers already had perfectly adequate mee
identify who they were employing: passports, NI numbers, proof of
address, references etc.

Unsurprisingly, there was immediate opposition from swathes of t
public and political commentators, expressed initially by signature
Prime Ministerods website. A

year,stated-0 Do not i ntroduce Digi

oWe think this would be a s
control and that none should be forced to register with a Stagatrolled
ID system. We oppose the creation of any national ID system. T
l dea of I D cards was scrappe

Before Starmerds announcemen
steadily to just over 400,000. As soon as Starmer made cle
compulsory ID card plan, over two million flocked to the internet tg
[14 November it stood at 2,945,485]. The petition will run until 9 Ja
and can be signed online at:
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/730194?s=35

The planned oBritcarddo will
information on their nationality or residency status and a photo. T
are expected to be put out to a consultation and would need legis
The cards may also include addresses, which would raise prob
those who change their address often or are temporarily away fro
usual address. Those who work in sensitive occupations



https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/730194?s=35

concerned about their names and addresses being hacked.

A paper by Ltahbeo uat infJongkeaimiesiakabe c
would be Obetween 140m and

feature of daily I|Iife for e
required to check the card of anyone they are looking to employ, ¢
a digital record that would be shared with the Home Office.
Government claimedo Thi s wi | | curb th
mi grants, a significant fact

Opponents say, however, it would be relatively easy for employé
present a document that belongs to someone else or is faked.
Abbreviate

Romeds LGBT Politics
Protestant Truth Magazine

Pope Leo met with Jesuit priest James Mdaiown

for his fervent prdGBT promotion within the Ror
Catholic Churehn audience at the Apostolic Palace

1 September, 2025, according to the Holy See P
Office. Following the meeting, Martin shared on s
media that he was 0@
audience with the Pon
took from the meeting
continuing with the same openness that Francis S
to LGBTQ Catholics. 0 q

JohrHenry Westen [CEO, LifeSiteNews] noted
Martinds meeting wit h FEE
scenari od he warned o
new papacy. 0The Ja
Christ, His Church, Scripture, and 2,000 ye
traditiono. Abbreviate




CHRIST MADE LIKE UNTO HIS BRETHREN
Thomas Watso({L620-1686)

Why was Jesus made flesh?

1. The first cause and impulsive cause was free grace; it was love |
God the Father to send Christ and love in Christ that He came to b
incarnate. Love was the intrinsic motive. Christ-Bl&@gdecause

He is a lover of man. Christ came out of pity and indulgence to us
Not our deserts, but our mi Se
flesh was a plot of free gracé and a pure design of love. God
Himself, though Almighty, was overcome with love. Christ incarnate
not hing but | ove covered wit
nature, as it was a masterpiece of wisdom, so a monument of freg
grace.

2.  Christ took our flesh upon Him, that He might take our sins upc
Him. He took our flesh that He might take our sins and so appeas
Godds wrath.

3. Christ took our flesh, that He might make the human natur
appear lovely to God and the Divine nature appear lovely to man.

I. That He might make the human nature lovely to God. Upon
our fall from God, our nature became odious to Him; no vermin
IS S0 odious to us as the human nature was to God. When onc
our virgin nature was become sinful, it was like flesh
imposthumated, or running into sores, loathsome to behold; su
was our nature when corrupt, odious to God, He could not
endure to look upon us. Now, Christ taking our flesh, makes th
human nature appear lovely to God. As when the sun shines o
the glass, it casts a bright lustre, so Christ being clad with oul
flesh, makes the human nature shine and appear amiable ir

22



Godds eyes.

ii. As Christ being clothed with our flesh makes the human natut
appear lovely to God, so He makes the Divine nature appear
lovely to man. The pure Godhead is terrible to behold; we
could not see it and live; but Christ clothing Himself with oul
flesh, makes the Divine nature more amiable and delightful to
us. Now we need not be afraid to look upon God, seeing Him
through Christds human nat
shepherds, they were wont to clothe themselves with sheepski
to be more pleasing to the sheep; so Christ clothed Himself witl
our flesh, that the Divine nature may be more pleasing to us.
The human nature is a glass, through which we may see the lo
and wisdom and glory of God clearly represented to us.
Through the | antern of Chr
light of the Deity shining. Christ being incarnate, He makes the
sight of the Deity not formidable, but delightful to us.

4. Jesus Christ united Himself to man, that man might be draw
nearer to God. God before was an enemy to us, by reason of sin;
but Christ taking our flesh, doth mediate fod amd bring us into
favour with God. As when a
son marries the daughter of this subjestd so mediates for this
subjecd and brings him into favour with the King again, so, when
God the Father was angry with us, Christ married Himself to our
nature and now mediates for us with His Father and brings us to b
friends againd and now God looks upon us with a favourable
aspect. As Joab pleaded for Absalom and brought him to King
David- and David kissed hinso doth Jesus Christ ingratiate us into
the love and favour of God. Therefore He may well be called a
Peacemaker, having taken our flesh upon Him and so made peace
between us and His angry Father.

See here, as in a glass, the infinite love of God the Father; that wher
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we had lost ourselves by sin, then God, in the riches of His grace, d
send forth His Son, made of a woman, to redeem us; and behold th
infinite love of Christ, that He was willing thus to condescend to tak
our flesh. Surely the angels would have disdained to have taken ou
flesh; it would have been a disparagement to them! What King

would be willing to wear sackcloth over his cloth of gold? But Chris
did not disdain to take our flesh. O the love of Christ! Had not Christ
been made flesh, we had been made a curse; had not He been
incarnate, we had been incarcerated and had been forever in prison.
Well might an angel be the herald to proclaim this joyful news of

Christds incarnation: o0Behol c
for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lordd6 (Luke 2:10, 1
will the more appear if we consider:

1. Whence Christ camde came from Heaven and from the richest
place in Heaven, His Fatheros

2. To whom Christ cariféas it to His friends? No; He came to sinful
man; man that had defaced His image, abused His love; man whc
was turned rebel; yet He came to man, resolving to conguer obstinac




with kindness. If He would come to any, why not to the angels the
fell? OHe took not on Him t
angels are of more noble extract, more intelligible creatures, more
able for service; but behold the love of Christ, He came not to the
fallen angels, but to mankind. Among the several wonders of the
lodestone, this is not the least, that it will not draw gold or pearl, but
despising these, it draws the iron to it, one of the most inferior metal
Thus Christ leaves the angels, those noble spirits, the gold and tt
pearl and He comes to poor, sinful man and draws him into His
embraces.

3. In what manner He carie came not in the majesty of a King,
attended with his lifeguard, but He came poor; not like the Heir of
Heaven, but like one of an inferior descent. The place He was borni
was poor: not the royal city, Jerusalem, but Bethlehem, a poor, obscu
place. He was born in an inn, and a manger was His cradle, the
cobwebs His curtains, the beasts His companions. He descended
poor parents. One would have thought, if Christ would have come
into the world, He would have made choice of some Queen or
personage of honour to have descended from; but He comes of
mean, obscure parents. That they were poor appears by their
of fering: OA pair of turtled
offering of the poor (Lev. 12:8). Christ was so poor, that when he
wanted money, He was fain to work a miracle for it (Matt. 17:27).
He, when He died, made no will. He came into the world poor.

4. Why He cameThat He might take our flesh and redeem us; that
He might instate us into a Kingdom. He was poor that He might mak
us rich (2 Cor. 8:9). He was born of a virgin that we might be born of
God. He took our flesh that He might give us His Spirit. He lay in the
manger that we might lie in paradise. He came down from Heaven
that He might bring us to Heaven. And what was all this but love? |
our hearts be not rocks, this love of Christ should affect us. Beho
love that passeth knowledge! (Eph. 3:19).
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LENGTH OF DAYS
owith long Iife will I
Psalm 91:16

It is not in the number of our years that we shall find preparednes:
death. Itis not the longer a man lives the more will he be satisfied
such thing. Then what can the promise mean? Why, that Go
satisfy His people with their length of life, whether long or short.
takes His children home at all ages and He always satisfies the
always brings them to see and feel that this life is empty and vain gk
that it is better, far better, to live in His presence.

through fear of death; and you may be sayiogHo w  wi | |
then?¢ I will tell you. | fles
not be removed unwillingly and reluctantly, but you will be willing inj

day of the Lordds power.
into His dear hands, to whom you will commend your spirit; you
wiling to be with Christ, which is far better. You may not now:
willing. If you pluck at an unripe apple, it resists the touch, but let &
fully ripe, how little, how slight a touch will cause it to drop from {
tree. You shall be gathered as a shock of com in its season. WI|
farmer will not gather in his corn until it is fully ripe; and do you think
Lord will gather His corn into His Heavenly garner and it be in an

and unripe state? We cannot think it. Be that thought far from us, as
is far from the Lord. ,7 6

oWith long life will | 0safhbgs
will never see it unless the Lord shows it him; but the Lord will showSiERiaE
He says He will ol wi | I s RA\hat cah e rmanimgieesss
more? All that he may want, all that he may need in his joufie¥s)
through this wilderness is there. Is there not a sufficiency? Is theie

that which he feels is enough? If these promises be mine, ld& yours|
and if they be fulfilled to you and to me, what can we possibly wa
more?
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END OF YEAR THANKSGIVING

Great God, we sing that guiding hand
By which supported still we stand;
Throughout this year Thy mercy shown,
And mercy crowns it till its close.

By day, by night, at home, abroad,

Still are we guarded by our God,;
By His incessant bounty fed,
By His unerring counsel led.

With grateful hearts the past we own;
The future, all to us unknown,
We to Thy guardian care commit,
And peaceful leave before Thy feet.

In scenes exalted or depressed
Thou art our joy and Thou our rest;
Thy goodness all our hopes shall raise,
Adored through all our changing days.

When death shall interrupt these songs,
And seal in silence mortal tongues,
Our helper God, in whom we trust,

Shall keep our souls and guard our just.

Philip Doddridge
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