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January 2026 CHRISTIAN WAICH

Dear Friends,

Joshua 340 0 Ye have not passia at hi
challenging thought as we commence another New Year. Unde
Joshuaotos | eadership, | srael h .
Land. Every new day was a step of faith in which they faced dangers,
opposition, warfare, conquests and possessions of which they had or
dreamed of before. An unknown future lay ahead. King Solomon
stateddforthou knowest not wHhRaverbaa d
27:1). However, in 2026, there will undoubtedly be opportunities for
each one of wus. Each new day
and faithfulness. He has a plan for each day and, on that day, there is
the opportunity to live for Him and serve Him. So, as the year
progresses, there are several discoveries that we can make as we ste
forthd

1.  We can discover the Sovereignty of God
(Romans 8:28).
2. We can discover the suffi
(2 Cor. 12:9).
3. We can discover the stability of Scripture
(Psalm 119:89).
4.  We can discover the strength of prayer
(Jeremiah 33:3).
5. We can discover the success of the Gospel
(Romans 1:16).

We can therefore walk on the untrodden path of 2026 with confidence.

2026 has already started in turmoil with the USA involvement with
Venezuel a; the I ran <crisis; I
Greenland crisis and, in our own country, the cancellation or
postponement of a variety of elections and the seeming crash of the
two Party system in Westminster with politicians almost daily (at bott



local and national level) moving from one Party to another without a
thought being given to the electorate who gave them their vote in the
first place. What can we say? There are undoubtedly rights and
wrongs to every situation, but our God is Sovereign and nothing takes
Him by surprise. We rejoice in the fact thal know who holds
tomorrow, and | know He hol ds

The tragedy of t he Riolonghgafro@hr i
his visit to the Pope in October last yéa@annot be undesstimated.

It is apparent that his Coronation vows were meaningless as he stresse
the fact that ©6a few weeks ag
make a State visit to the Vatican, where we prayed with Pope Leo in
an historic moment of spirdtuas
dressedinblackac k nowl edgi ng the Pope
Is very hard to be loyal to a disloyal King. The second verse of our
National antherd rarely sung these daysneeds to be more widely
known. It reads as follows;

O Lord our God, arise
Scatter His enemies,
And make them fall:

Confound their politics,

Frustrate their popish tricks,
On Thee our hopes we fix,
God save us all.

In closing, may | take this opportunity to thank all of you who have
already sent in your subscriptions and donations for 2026. Every gift is
greatly appreciated and your financial and prayerful support is most
welcome.

Yours in His service,

lan Henderson

lan R. Henderson
(Chairman)



THANKFULNESS FOR PAST MERCIES

OHi t herto hath the Loroc
1 Samuel 7:12

Pastor James Smith

God is faithful- and He has written out His faithfulness in our
experience in very legible characters. He promised to help us,
and though we have passed through the fire and through water,
though our journey has been long, our road rough, our foes
many, our sins great and our faith feeble, He has ever been to us
a very present help in trouble. He has helped us in darkness and
light, in summer and winter, in soul and body.

Let us record His mercies; let us lift up the Ebenezer; let us bear
witness to His faithfulness; and from the past let us draw
encouragement for the future. He who has helped us in time
past, will help us now, will help us in all times to come. He says

o | wi | | not fail t hee, nor f
have spoken to thee of. 0 L e
the Psalmisto Our hel p is in the na
Heaven and eart-bTthhe Ler dus stk
and | wi | | not fear wh at ma

whatever may change, whoever may change, your God is in one
mindd and none can turn Him; therefore trust in Him and He will
help you out of every trial.

Thus far His arm hath led us on;

Thus far we make His mercy known;
And, while we tread this desert land,
New mercies shall new songs demand.

From: Daily Remembraddera st or 6s Mor ni ng



THE SETTLED MAJESTY OF CHRIST
Peter L. Meney

It is good for us as believers to be reminded often that the Lord is or
His throne and doing all His will. Sometimes when we look around ¢
the trouble in the world we are tempted to imagine things are
spiralling out of control and we are in need of intervention from the
Lord before it is too late. What a foolish notion! Our Lord Jesus
knows the end from the beginning. He knows every successive st
and has ordained the means to get there. All is under His charge
The glory of God and the glory of His church is the conclusion of th
matter and these perceived troubles of ours are the most God
honouring means to that end.

The vision granted to Micaiah in the days of Ahab, the wicked King of
Israel, may be applied to all ages. The faithful prophet declared

OHear thou therefore the Worc
His throne, and all the host of Heaven standing by Him on His rigt
hand and on His |lefto (1 Kin
Mighty God is still on His throne. Our Lord Jesus is seated in the mic
of the throne. Paul tells uc
of His power d who, owhen He

down on the right hand of the

What a beautiful picture this is of our sovereign and successfu
Saviour. What blessed assurance it conveys to His church. Our s
are purged and our future is secure. He who accomplished all ou
salvation is seated in the heavens, waiting until His enemies ar
gathered, humbled and silent before Him; waiting until they are made
His footstool. Our sure and certain hope is in the ability of God to do
all His pleasure and glorify the Son and His Bride.

This is the spiritual assur al
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carry with them into each new day. Whatever today holds, we enter
it under the guarding and guiding hand of Jesus Christ who is faithfu
mighty, good and wise. We enter it resting in the loving arms of Him
who deals with His friends more tenderly than He deals severely witt
His foes.

Our daily protection and continuing preservation does not preclude
times of trouble and hardship; nor for the present remove every cause
of weeping, but that time will come. For the moment beneficial
discipline and productive trials shall continue until we leave this sinfi
wor | d. Nevertheless, a belie
blood and righteousness, the promises and presence of our Savio
and these extend into every aspect of our lives. The purposes of oL
sovereign God are unfolding according to His will. His decrees are
serving His purpose, securing His objectives, accomplishing |
pleasure and blessing His church.

Brethren, look up! Trust in the Lord! Do not forget the vision G
Micaiah. The Lord is seated and settled on His throne, with all the hc
of Heaven standing by Him. They fly to do His bidding; they hasten
to do His will. They serve at His command. Our Lord Jesus Chris
faithful to His promises, mighty to save and deliver, good to all them
whom He lovesand He delights to supply our needs according to His
holiness and perfect wisdom.

Fromb New Foc us 0 -newtuscp.uke :




PRAYER THAT GOD HEARS AND ACCEPTS

Rev. Stephen Holland
Protestant Truth Magazidenuary/February, 2023

A sermon preached on Luke 18410

There can be no true Christian who does not pray. In fact, we becom
Christians by praying calling upon the Name of the Lord. Not only
does the Christian life start with prayer, it continues throughout the
Christiands journey towards H
the same? And more importantly, does God hear and answer all
prayer? Here we have two men going to prayer. One is the type of
man you would expect to find prayidghe is a religious man. The
other man is not even respected by his own community. He is a Jew
man collecting taxes for the Romans. All looking in from the outsid
would have expected God to answer the religious man, but He does
not.

The Persons

One thing we learn about this parable, spoken by Christ, is that all
men are not the sarr@nd God Himself does not see all men as the
same. This is seen frequently throughout the Scriptures. We ha
God choosing one nation and preferring her above all oitisrael.

In the New Testament, we learn that there are no national distinctior
in the church, the bride of Christ and, ultimately, only those belongin
to the spiritual Israel, the church, are saved through the redeemin
blood of Jesus Christ. We know that it is only those belonging to the
spiritual Israel, in both Old and New Testaments, that are destined fol
Heaven.

We see this brought to the forefront with the two men before us, the
Pharisee and the tax collector. On the surface, we would all pick the
religious Pharisee above the suspect tax collector; but, as is so ofte

9



seen i n the ministry of Chi
appearance, but the Lord | ool
often, we live out lives that are coated in sugar. Inwardly, though,
God sees all, in spite of the sugar covering, as being utterly
depraved and sinful. The two men here standing before God are
unworthy to enter His presence. |If
could grade the sinfulness of sin (w
we cannot), the greater sinner would
the religious Pharisee, rather than
suspect tax collector.

The Position
It is not just these two men who st
before Almighty God. Whether w
appear before God in acts of praye
or never pray at all, there will come
day when all shall appear before th
God and Judge of
cometh to judge the earth. He s
judge the world witl
ri ght eousness éae
can avoid this day of accountabili
whet her we |1 ke
unto men once to die, but after this
judgment 6 (Heb. 9:27). Al t h
existence of a supreme being, Gods there are really no true
atheists, God Himself having put His print on every digattwe
readily shy away from Him. This hiding goes back to the days of
Eden, where we find Adam hiding his face from Godl we have
been doing it ever since.

Who sets the standard for acceptance? Who says when prayer is tc

be answered or what the conditions are? |Is it the religious person,
the one doing the praying? Or the one who knows they are not

10



worthy to pray and come to God? Or is it the God to whom we are

praying? The answer is obvious; it rests with God Himself. We know
this, because God is God and there is nothing above Him; He alon
sets the score. We must never judge God by our standards, as ou

standards are sinful and our
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked: who can know
it?26 (Jer. 17:9). The rather
to be thoroughly rejected by the Christian. Never listen to your heart:
| i sten to Gododés word instead.
The Pride

What was wrong with the religious Pharised why did God
reject him and his prayer? The answer can be found in one word
pride. By this we do not mean selpect or a being well pleased
with the achievements of others, but we do mean that state, found i
every heart, that saadhaveagndd a
heart that wild/l permit me to
Thi s was t he dHetheught he was iigist with Gaal,b |
when in fact he was only right in his own &yesdid not see himself
as God saw hi m. Proverbs 14:
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
deat h. o Pr i de -anditwil dshkeep gou from o f
coming to God for the forgiveness of sin.

One problem of pride in the human heart is to make wrong

comparisons. The Pharisee compares himself to one, the tax collec
that he considered below himself. This is done to elevate himself. +
does this in a plea to God. God should accept him; after all, he

statess 01 am not as other men ar
collector)o (v.11). Whi |l e we
not looking at the sins of self. As we are not accountable for the sin
of others, neither are we excused by the sins of others. Do not mak
the same mistake. Comparing yourself with the worst of sinners w
not in any way excuse you before a Holy God. If you want to make
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comparisons, make them with the perfecti@aa, Jesus Christ, who
had no sin at all.

The Pleasing

Of these two men, we read of only one that was justified before
God; that is, he was declared to be righteous and acceptable. It
was not the seffroclaimed goodness of the religious Pharisee, but
the pleading for mercy by the undeserving tax collector. What a

contrast in his coming: 0God
this is the only plea God will accept. This prayer isplegalsing to

the Al mighty. You see two th
holnessand the other i s mands o0\

and God is so clean, pure and Holy, that none of us can ever be
pleasing to Him.

So, how was this unworthy sinner accepted? Well, the religious me
thought he needed no God to save éiemd that God should hear

his prayer because he was worthy to be heard. Acceptance with
God, however, is to be found through God Himself providing us with a
righteousness that is not ours. It is given to the sinner upon the merit:
Jesus Christ and what He has done. That work was carried out b
Him dying on a cross, taking our punishment and providing us wit
Godds own acceptable righteol
chapter 4, where only those justified by faith are saved, irrespective
of whether they belong to the physical nation of Israel or not. May
you be asthetaxcollectdr est i ng only 1 n Ch
on the cross.

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;

God be at my end, and at my departing.

12



ENGLANDOGS PERI L
John Rusk(1772 6 1834)

Where is a nation that has been so highly favoured as ours for so many
years? We have been preserved and protected from being invaded by
our enemies. We have abounded with a plentiful supply of providence.
We have liberty of conscience to worship God in His own way, sit undet
our own vine and fig tree, none daring to make us afraid. We have
been blessed with the pure Gospel; many noble champions have beel
raised up who have not shunned to declare the whole counsel of God an
who have stood firm for the truth for many years. Are not these great
favours?

What has been our return as a nation to God for these favours? | answe
with the prophet Issiasho The Lord | ooked fo
oppression, for r i-gherefecQodsaymd s ,
will take away the hed@hshetgesr e
Godds blessing, care and prote
JoboHast thou not mandse Gal didtelstagle
but for their idolatry the hedge was eaten up, God removeal & n d
break down tthaté inpladEnglish d \wilefarsake themo
and let their enemies triumph over them; | will not save them out of tt
hands as Sdivationé tatetl owalen.Sciptues al v at i
God appoint f oandGoditdaledaavalid| bwi Ml
a wall of fire round aboutthend and so He was a
every foe.

ButHesaysol wi |l |l take away the hec
shall be tr odd e rnhatd,atshal beinalwildewmeds |
state, uncultivated | t s h al | jusheti tb grdwemegningumare d
IS given N@r toilapinetdedn to a harsl, impenitent
state.0 And | wi | | a l(fatdul labaunersnax clodds df h €
witnesses), hat t hey r aAndis motathe Loadiremoviogp o
valiant soldiers away from our natioand where are those raised up to
succeed them?

13



A COUNTERFEIT AND A TRUE FAST

J. Delves

A Prayer Meeting address based on
Isaiah chapter $¥ctober, 1950)

This chapter is very solemn in relation to the Jews who, while the
outwardly observed the fast, yet did not do it in sincerity of heart, so
that their professed fasting was a mere act of hypocrisy. They did not
bring forth the gracious fruits of repentance. They made confessior
before the Lord, but their hearts were not in those confessions. Th
the Lord goes on to show the difference between a counterfeit and a
true fast, the latter of which alone is acceptable to Him and will resullt
in His blessing.

There was a right way of afflicting their souls and of showing certain
acts of sacrifice and kindness towards others; also of observing th
Lorddos Day and keeping their

It is feared that in our own land there are many who may conform to
outward worship and times of prayer, making confessions and
petitions in a formal way, batby their life, walk and conversatién

do not evidence a real change of heart before God. For, asitis here
in this chapter, if people make a religious profession and confess the
sins and failings before God, but indulge themselves in worldliness |
between times, there is no evidence of honesty and sincerity in the
heart or in their profession.

It would appear that a true fast, such as that which is acceptable to
God consists of three things. Firstly, in true confession there is re
sorrow for sird and it will not only be over personal sins, but also
national sins and transgressions, in departing from the ways éf God

14



all of which we know are grieving to Him. This is to afflict the soul, tc
be inwardly and truly grieved with a Godly sorrow, to mourn over the
abominations of our own hearts and of those in our nation. It is nc
simply to say a prayer and then carry on in an indifferent way, but to
show by our life and conduct that we are concerned and truly grieved
on account of the prevailing evils, as in the sight of God.

Secondly, it is not only to afflict our souls in the confession of our sir
but to forsake them and turn away from them and to separate
ourselves from them.

In the third sense, it is to observe the laws and appointments of Goc
with regard to the Sabbath Day and many other thihgsd to

abstain from all appearance of evil. How can there be that which is
acceptable to God in our worship and prayers, if our heart is not in it?

Hence the prophet was directed to cry aloud and to spare not. He
was not to mince matters, but faithfully to reprove the people; to lift
up his voice like a trumpet and show the people their transgressior
and the house of Jacob their sins. Those who truly mourn over bc
their personal sins and the sins of the natiand confess them
before the Lord and seek to walk in His wagse a great asset to

any church and also to the nation.

May it be given us then to afflict our souls in a right way, and seeing
that the Lord has given His gracious promise to such, can we not ho
to be favoured with some personal experience of what is here
d e s ¢ r Ara ¢hel LDrd shail guide thee continually, and satisfy tr
soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like
watered garden, and | i ke a sp

Amen.

15



NEWS AND CURRENT AIRS

Pooyan Mehrshahi s Response
Reformed Churches Statement opposing Government policies on
asylumseekers

British Church Newspaper, 12 January, 2026

Note:In December, the above churches published a joint respons
what they percei yvBdrtantibawd ak
Keir Starmer and other MPs. These large denominations formed
0Joi nt P u QJPIlNe ordér $o publestsjointTsatemedts on

topical issues. They sent an Open Letter to the Government, speakil

the Bibleds calling to Owel cc
Government policies as ©o6crue
mul tiple failures to uphol d

UN Refugee Convention.

The Open Letter was readPlopyan MershaRastor of Providence
Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham, who felt moved to reply to the Governn
as follows:

ORESPONSE TO

DENOMI NATI ON

My Thoughts on the Statement by

Various Denominations to the U
Government.

Three of thelenominations in Engla
have written to the UK Governme
caling her to be charitable an
neighbourly toward those who wal
to trespass over UK borders an@astor Pooyan Mershah|

16



enter the country illegally. Here is my quick critique and response fc
their letter:

THE STAT-GENBUTEOD

The Bible gives rulers a limited and clear charge. Romar$413:1
says the magistrate is the O0I
protect the good. This includes guarding borders, enforcing lawfu
entry and treating bordebreaking as a real crime.

Act s 17: 26 says God Ohath ¢
h a b i tsanational hordérs are not optionalGod sets them and
rulers must uphold them. Numbers 15518hows that the stranger
within Israel had to submit to the same law as the native. Entry canr
withlegal accountability, @ottitlement.

Deuteronomy 23:3 proves that nations have the right to restrict
entry when stability or safety is at risk. 1 Timotm22Z:4lls rulers to
secure a quiet and peaceable life, which requires controlled borders
and predictable law enforcement.

Nehemiah 4:B records a righteous Government, fortifying walls and
setting guards to protect its people. Scripture consistently affirms law
order, boundaries and protection. The 1689 Baptist Confession of
Faith agrees and limits rulers to justice, defence and order.

THE FAILURE OF THESE DENOMINATIONS

The Baptist Union, Methodist Conference and United Reforme
Church reject these clear Biblical teachings, which is not a surpri
Their article speaks as though border control is a moral failure, n
Divine duty.

They wurge the state to O6heal

17



0solidarity, o but t he Bi bl e
responsibilities. They ignore Acts 17, which affirmsgizemal
borders. They ignore Romans 13, which commands the punishmen
evil, including unlawful entry and evasion of law.

They ignore Numbers 15, which shows that foreigners were reguire
to come under the nationds | i
affirms a nationds right to r

Their statement is full of sentiment and empty of Scripture.  Thes
bodies have not <clarified Go:
treat those who violate border laws\astims by defawdind rebuke
lawful authority without a single Biblical prinGipk approach shows
that they are no |l onger safe

A NECESSARY CLARIFICATION

| pray for, but do not support this socialist Governdestd |
recognise its many contradictions, failures and complic#tiotiese
denominations have only added confusion.

18



They agree with globalism and metituralism, which are unbiblical.
They refuse to ground their claims in Scripture. They overlook the fa
that those who bBgass multiple safe countries and arrive in the UK
are no longer asylum seekers in any Biblical or legal sense. They ar
not fleeing persecution in France, Spain, Germany or the Netherlands
They have chosen to break border law and Romans 13 commanc
rulers to deal with lawbreakers with the force of the law.

1 Timothy 2 shows Government must securelyelaemiah 4 shows
rulers must protect their people. Scripture never commands ope
borders. It commands justice, order and protection.

What is needed is not more political moralising from apost:
denominations, but a recovery of Biblical clEngyState must stay
within its Goajiven limits anthe Church must return to its true mission
to preach the Gospel and disciple the nations.

Open Doors reports global rise in Christian persecution
Christian Institute, 16 January, 2026

The number of Christians across the world suffering high levels «
persecution and discrimination has reached unprecedented levels.

Speaking at the Parliamentary
List 2026, charity CEO Henrietta Blyth reported that 388 million
Christians globally are suffering for their faith, 8 million more than last
year. North Korea, Somalia and Yemen remain the most dangerou
countries in which to follow Jesus.

Highlighting trends from the latest report, Blyth also described sub
Saharan Afritcapadoma OGClheiashi a
fourteen countries in the region feature on the WW List this year,
including Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burkin

19



Faso.

She attr i batheaaton Bag umpaddveelverplacesaip
tosixthinthetop50t o O0security vacuums
and | ocal extremist groups, 0
vulnerability of Christians. i
smash and squeeze continues to drive the church underground; a
the tighter the squeeze, the more difficult it becomes to get word to

~

the outside world about what 0

In a prerecorded video shown at the event, Pastor Barnabas from
Ni geria said: OPeople showuld
Saharan Africa, because every day we are attacked. We want
people to spread this news to everybody, that they should keep
talking about i1it, so that we

UK special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief, David Smith, tol
the gathering, which included 110 MBsWe must be t
speaks on these horrendous storiesondoshould live in fear

because of their faith or belief. The minimum we can do is speak u|

and | urge you to do that.®o
Jim Shannon, MP called for ©
suffering Church. He added:

& OpenDoors

20



GOD6S WONDROUS GI V
C. H. Spurgeon

What a wondrous book this Bible of ours i$%hen you have read

the Bible through a score of times, you may have only walked ovet
the surface then, or ploughed, at most, the upper sail. If you take on
passage and dig deep for the treasure that coucheth beneath, you
will find it inexhaustible. This Book has in it a matchless fullness.
were as possible to measure space, or to grasp the infinite in the
hollow of your hands, as to take the entire compass of Holy Scripture

ol t I's high, I cannot attain
boundary; and especially is there a fullness of comfort in the promise
of Godds Word. Our hymnwrite

What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

Now, why is there this fulln
rain, they empty themselves
of comfort, they are intended to be enjoyed, to be believed, to be
fed upon by you. There is nothing to spare in this Book. There is n
too little, but rest assured that there is nothing too much. He that goe
out in the morning after this manna, though he gathereth his omer fu
he shall have nothing over; and if he gathereth little, yet still he shal
have no lack. There is enough for all and all its fullness is meant to b
used.

| cannot apply that thought; | have not time to beat it out more, but |
hope God means it for some of you. You do not trust God, some o
you, as you ought to do. You measure His corn with your own bush
You know that you would fail your fellovend and think that He will

fail you. You know your own weakness and infidnand you
imagine that He will faint or be weary.

21



Moreover, you know that you could not do a very generous thing for
some who have been ungrateful and unkind to you and you think H
cannot. Remember that passage My t hought s
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as th
Heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than you
ways, and My thoughts than vy«
God only thinks about giving. You take a delight in getting; He takes
a delight in bestowing. Go to Him! Go to Him! You would not need
anybody to be long praying you to accept a gift, so do not think that
God needs much beseeching in order to give, for it is as easy for Hin
to give as it is for you to accept; and as this accepting seems
congenial to our nature, so does bestowing seem congenial to His. G
to Him and He will empty out His grace upon you.

Previously published in Bible League Quanaiip&xt2025

It is a miracle how God has so long preserved His Book!
How great and glorious it is to have the Word of God!
Martin Luther

British Church Newspaper invites For over 20 years, the BCN has
applicants for the post of been pro duced as a nen

EDITOR OF BCMN 4719 | denominational Protestant

newspaper and we know that

Our current editor is retiring and

we wish to appoint a successor ma_ny of our M_embers are
o recipients of this paper. We
e invite applicants who have pleasure in helping support

* Hold firmly to the Reformed, Protestant Faith . X i
* Have proven writing and management skills and its future pUbllcatIOrand the

*Welcome a challenget advert below speaks for itselft
A wide range of readers contributes news & yOU are W|"|ng to take on the
devotional content to the paper. If you are definitely taSk Of Ed itOI’- or knOW someone

interested, please contact our Editor for an informal

discussion and an outline job description: Who iS Wl"lng please contact
) Tony Bennetis soon as possible
Tony Bennett, 14 Kingswood Road, . d f I .
Tel: 01743 249283 Mobile 07835 716537 continuation.

email: BCN1611@btinternet.com
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GLAD TIDINGS IN SAD TIMES
Ralph Erskine

oThere is a river, the strec
G o d(salm 46:4)God Himself is the river, as in the following verse
-0God is in the midst of her.

1. Godthe Fathet s t he river (Jer. 2
committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
water. o6

2. GodtheSon s the river, the foun
that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and
to the inhabitants of Jerusal

3. Godthe Spirit s t he river (John 7: 3
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living

water. o6 (John 4:14): oWhoso
give him shall never thirst; but the water that | shall give him shall be i
him a well of water springing

What are the streams of this river?

AnswerThe perfections of GodO! what an ocean of gladness and
joy is here? Here is wisdom to direct; power to protect; holiness tc
sanctify; justice to justify; goodness to pity and faithfulness to make ot
all that He hath said. There is more ground of comfort in that one
sentence | will be thy God than there is in thousands of words.
What can they want that have a God to go to? Can they want water
that have the ocean, or want light that have the sun? Besides this, G
Is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in all these perfections
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Here then is spirituality to make the gladness and happiness suited
the nature of the soul; the more spiritual the gladness is, the more pul
and pleasant. Here is infinity, to make it boundless; here is eternity, tt
make it endless; here is unchangeableness and immutability, to mal
it steady and immoveable.

2. The fulness of Chrigs another stream of the river: His fulness of

purchase; fulness of wisdom, as a Prophet; righteousness, as a Pri
and power, as a King; fulness of grace, as a Surety to pay all our
debts; fulness of skill, as a Physician to heal all diseases; and fulne

of store, as a Treasury for
have all we received, and gr a
2:9-10).

3. The operations, graces and influences of the Spillere is
another source of pleasure and comfort: He is the Condfantel

He gives sometimes strong consolation. In all His various operatio
there are manifold consol at
compared to wind for fanning and stirring up the dormant graces
(Song of Solomon 4:16); sometimes to water, for cleansing the fot
heart (John 3:5); sometimes to fire, for warming the cold heart (Matt
3:11); sometimes to oil, for softening the hard heart (Ps. 45:7, 1 Joh
2:27). Thisis the wind that fills their sails and forwards their voyage to
the Heavenly harbour. This is the well of water that springs up in ther
to everlasting life. This is the fire that makes their hearts burn withi
them and this is the oil of joy that anoints the wheels of their souls fol
running their Christian race; the joy of the Lord is their strength.

It is all running in the channel of the covenant of promise; for we
receive the Spirit, not by the works of the law, but by the hearing of

faith. OAl t hough my house be
me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure: this is a
my salvation, and all my desi

for Thy Word hat h qgmomisehksacoelid n
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beyond all riches, pleasures and honours of a world; these vanish, bt
othe Word of the Lord endur et
without a promise? And what can give sorrow when God gives a
promise? Sickness, with a promise, is better than health; poverty, wi
a promise, is better than riches; a prison, with a promise, is better tha
a palace; bonds and confinement, with a promise, are better than
liberty; yea, death, with a promise, is better than life. All that you
have, without a promise, you may lose this night and your souls ar
hopes with it; but all that you have, with a promise, you may be sure
of it. Yea, believer, you may be vastly more sure of that which you
have in a promise than of that which you have in possession. Tl
comfort you have in possession is but the starafuart, that may be

cut off; but the comfort you have in a promise is the fountain comfort
that cannot be cut off. Hence you are called to live by faitid not

by sense. We may go through death rejoicing, with a promise of life
in our hand, while infidels lie down in the dust with desperation.

Whatsoever is upon you is from thed.andl whatsoever is from the
Lord- to you it is in mercy; and whatsoever comes in mercy ought no
be grievous to you. What loss is it when the losing of earthly things
the gaining of spiritual things? All shall be for your good, if you make

your use of all.

Richard Greenham




0Set your affection
Colossians 3:2

If we are, indeed, believers in Christ and partakers of
the power of His resurrection, we are bound by
obligation and required by our rule, to set our affections
on the things that are above, not on the things on the
earth. He has called us out of the world and cautioned
us against conformity to its spirit. While we are in the
world, it is our duty, privilege and honour to manifest
that grace which has delivered us from the love of it.
Christians must indeed eat and drink and may buy and
sell, as other people do; but the principles, motives and
ends of their conduct are entirely different. They are to
adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour and do all for
His glory. By His wisdom and providence, He places
them in different situations, that the power and
sufficiency of His grace may appear under a great
variety of outward <circums
rich or poor, bond or free, they are so by His
appointment; with which if they cheerfully comply, they
shall, in due time, be sensible that He chooses better for
them, than they could have chosen for themselves.

The language of faith, when in exercise, will not-be

0 Wh at S mo st conducive t
prosperitgWbatbuwi | | gi ve r
opportunity of glorifying Him, who has bought me with
His blood and called me out of darkness into His
marvellous light? Too much of my time has already been
wasted: how shall | improve the little uncertain remainder
for His service? | am too shsighted to judge for




myself, but He has thus far determined it. | am where
has placed me; and the calling in which His mercy fo
me, (if it be a lawful one,) is that in which, for t
present, | am to abide, as the best for me. When
ceases to be so, | may depend upon Him to appoint
another; but, till then, | desire to be contented with s
things as | have and to be thankful for them. He knd
my frame, my feelings, my wants and my trials;
permits, yea, invites me to cast all my care upon Him;
assures me that He careth for me and, therefore, | o
wish to do or to suffer according to His Will today an
to leave the concerns of tomorrow in His hands. Whiles8
live, may I live for Him; and when | die, may | go to Him!.*
May Hi s grace be suffici

From: Jewels from John Newtod by Miller Ferrie
Daily Readings from the Works of John Newton

We laud Thy Name, Almighty Lord,
The Father of all grace;
We laud Thy Name, incarnate Word,
Who savedst a sinful race;

We laud Thy Name, blest Spirit of truth,
Who dost salvation seal;
Incline the heart, unclose the mouth,
And sanctify the Will.

Joseph Hart



OUR SUFFICIENCY IS OF GOD

O Lord, with shame | do confess
My universal emptiness,

My poverty and pride;

| cannot keep Thee in my sight,
Nor can | think one thought aright,
Unless Thy Spirit guide.

| cannot from my idols part,

Nor love the Lord with all my heart,
Nor can myself deny;

| cannot pray, and feel Thee near
Nor can | sing with Heavenly cheer,
Unless the Lord be nigh.

Since Adam from Godos
On spiritual things we cannot dwell;

The heart is turned aside;

And none can raise to life the dead

But He who raised Himself indeed,

And for dead sinners died.

Then let this mighty Jesus be

An altsufficient help for me,

Creating power and will;

Thy grace sufficed saints of old;

It made them strong and made them bold,
And it suffices still.

John Berridge
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