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Let us mark what a striking picture our Lord draws célthien of

the man who not only hears C
(Luke 6:448). He compareshimtoonewhb ui I t a h
di gged deep and | ai Sutheaf m
religion may cost him much. Like the house built on a rock, it ma
entail pain, labour and setienial. To lay aside pride and self
righteousness, to crucify the rebellious flesh, to put on the mind o
Christ, to take up the cross daily, to count all things but loss for
Chr i sdalbtids maydéhard work; but, like the house built on
the rock, such religion will stand. The streams of affliction may beat
violently upon it and the floods of persecution dash fiercely against
it, but it will not give way. The Christianity which combines good
profession and good practice is a building that will not fall.

J.C.Ryle

| AM NOT WHAT | ONCE WAS

| am not what | ought to be. Ah, how imperfect and deficient! | am
not what | wish to be. | abhor that which is evil and | would cleave
to that which is good. | am not what | hope to be. Soon, soon shall
put off mortality and with mortality all sin and imperfection. Yet,
though | am not what | ought to be, nor what | wish to be, nor what |
hope to be, | can surely say, | am not what | oncé aatave to

sin and Satan; and | can heartily join with the Apostle and
acknowledge that by the grace of God | am what | am.

John Newton
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May/June 2026 CHRISTIAN WATCH

Dear Friends,

Greetings in the precious Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Chris

Since our last Newsletter, a whole swathe of new politicians have
been elected. The question must now be @sisettlfor the better?
Well, in Scotland, many of the new politicians gathered at St. Giles
Cathedral in Edinburghfrom where John Knox famously led the
Scottish Reformation and transformed it into a major Protestant centt
of or the Okirkingd of Parl i a
Parliamentary session. Sadly, how times have changed! Th
politicians listened to a Quranic sermon with the requestahéil
qguoted 0 Al | ah accept this smal.l
urgency of his revealed guidance. When you judge between the
peopl e, judge with justicebo
rul ers must g o v e romot $cottishAaw,| nath €
democracy and not with Western values. So the newly elected
politicians have just received their instructions from thedjusie

a Christian Cathedral! Will they obey it? Scotland, wake up!

(N.B. See the News Item concerning King Charles Il and Ramadze
this Newsletter).

A Report from the Climate Change Committee has claimed that th
British way of life is under threat from climate change. By 2050,
heat waves O6coul dd regularly e
hot summers (like 2025) will be the norm; there will be a growing
flood risk, with 10 million properties at risk from flooding; storms will
have stronger winds; summers will be dreading to drought and

water shortagesand heate | at ed deat hs &6 col
year. Sir David Attenborough has given his highly influential suppor
to the Committeeds cl ai ms. (



one wordd baloney!

At the time of writing, Sir Keir Starmer still remains Prime Minister,
though plottings against him from within his own Labour Party
continue unabated. One of his MPSamantha Nibletd has

| aunched a Osummer of sex0
pornography subscription platform aimed at children from O to 18.
Yes, you read that correctly!
Parliament. So what is this really all about? Quite simply, the
intention is to destroy marriage and remove fathers and mothers
(normal parenting) from the lives of children. Statistics indicate that
from 400,000 UK marriages in 1973, the most recent figure is now
under 225,000. Marriage is the [Heng union of one man to one
woman and our natiaf indeed, all nation§ are stronger when
marriage is promoted.

(More i nformation on this sul
Ma r r {wawg.cdrd.org.uk).

We live in dark days but the Lord is in control and nothing takes Him
by surprise. | have been reading recently a couple of books on the
lives of the Covenanters in Scotlérphrticularly the life story of
Rev. James Renwick entitled ¢
to the scaffold in those kiling times, he stétédYe t hat
people of God, do not weary in maintaining the testimony of the
day, in your stations and places; and, whatever ye do, make sure an
interest in Christ, for there is a storm coming that shall try your
foundation. And you that are strangers to God, break off your sins
by repentance. 0 Lord, answe

Yours in His service,

lan Henderson

lan R. Henderson (Chairman)



IGNORANCE OF FUTURITY

Christopher Sturm
(174006 1786)

If it is our fate to be ignorant to future events, we must not merely
trace the cause to the narrow and limited faculties of the soul in it
present state of existence, but we must go further, till we arrive at the
Creator Himself, whose Will and pleasure it is that the knowledge of
futurity should be denied us. He knew the strength of man and th
extent of knowledge his imperfect nature was capable of bearing.
The knowledge of futurity, like the splendour of the noonday sun
could not be steadily contemplated; it would be fatal to the
happiness of maiand dangerous to his virtue.

Supposing that the future events of our life marked a bright and
prosperous tract; whilst we viewed this at a distance and anticipated
that happiness which we knew certainly awaited us, our presen
enjoyment could cease, we should no longer be contented ant
cheerful but wait in impatient anxiety for those blessings which were
held up to our view. On the contrary, was the prospect of future
contingencies gloomy and marked by affliction and sufferings, the
moment we read our fate, our happiness would be no more; the day:
which hitherto had been passed in peace and tranquillity would now
rise in sorrow and depart in gloom. With a known evil impending
over our heads, each morning bringing us nearer to the dread
moment, we should live in hopeless misery, the prey of sorrow an
despair, insensible of all the blessings around us.

How infinitely merciful and wise then is that God who has shroude
futurity in darkness, gradually unfolding the veil as the events occur; S
that we are never at once overwhelmed by the torrent of adversity,

nor confounded by the blaze of certain prosperity! Let us then nevel
suffer ourselves to be disappointed by the delusive hopes of



happiness, nor be rendered miserable and wretched by feeling the
weight of misfortunes before they arrive. Let us rather thank the
Almighty that our ignorance of futurity saves us from many a pang of
inquietude and delivers us from many a throb of anxious dread and
fearful despondence.

If we feel assured of the grace of God through the mediation of
Christ, we have just reason to hope that futurity will unfold to us witf
joy and gladness and as there is a just and gracious God, who
orders and directs the universe, who knows all the events of eur lives
and before whose view is continually present the circle of eternity
we may with safety, when we lie down to sleep, commend ourselves
His care, undisturbed as to what may happen during the aigtit
when the morning sun summons us to our duties, we may trust ours
in His protection, without anxiety for the events which are to befall us
during the day. Also, in the hour of trial, when dangers threaten and
destruction seems to impend, let us still remember the goodness
God and repose upon His protecting arm, in perfect assurance tha
whatever happens is for our good.

Previously published ortiHé e w nagazinevebsite:
https://Go-newfocus.co.uk
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TRUE RELIGION
J. C. Philpot

OAnd now, Lord, what wai't
(Psalm 39:7)

True religion is a very simple thing. Simplicity is stamped upon all th
works of Godd and especially upon the work of grace. The more
genuine, therefore, o
religion is, the more simple
will be. To be simple is t
be childlike and to be child
-ike is to have that min
and spirit without which
man can enter into th
Kingdom of Heaven. Ca
we, then, with this cHikk
simplicity, walk step by ste
here with David and follo
him throughout? Can we pise
our seal to these things
say-oLor d, whg
Is your religion brought intg
this narrow g
soul waiteth upon God; frorgeess Ml o/ ORI
Him cometh my salvatilion.o
oMy soul, wait thou only wupol
Such a frame of soul is indeed from the hand of God, for no man
ever did, or could, bring himself into it.

If we can enter into one part of these Heavenly breathings, we shal
be able also to enter into the othersandsayMy hope i s
Feeling the weight and burden of sin, we shall be constrained to cry



oDeliver me f r o m- aadl féelingnoyr ovtnr a
weakness and the evil of our hearts, we shalladdMa k e me
the reproach of the foolish.
employ these petitions, may we not ask who produced them? Wh
wrought this experience in the soul? From whose hands did it com
Surely, surely, the same Lord that taught David must have taught u
the same power that wrought in him must have wrought in us, befor
we could, in sweet experience, enter into this feeling language anc
adopt it as our own.

Here, therefore, we see a little of what true religion is; here we see
what are the genuine breathings of a clille spirit and what is the
experience of a man of Godand it will be our mercy if we can see

in his experience a sweet counterpart of our own.

FromT hr o u g h oBalcPartibiss V

Lord, if Thou Thy grace impart,
Poor in spirit, meek in heart,

| shall, as my Master, be
Rooted in humility.

Simple, teachable and mild,
Changed into a little child;

Pleased with all the Lord provides;
Weaned from all the world besides.

Father, fix my soul on Thee;
Every evil let me flee;

Nothing want, beneath, abode
Happy in Thy precious love.

(Gadsbyds Hymn 1058)



DISCERNMENT IN AFFLICTION

Pooyan Mehrshahi
Pastor, Providence Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham

There are times when a true Christian is brought very low and begins to as
ooWhat is this that is happenin
simply passing through temptation, bodily weakness, mental strain or th
ordinary sorrows of this falle
carefully. If answered badly, the bruised reed may be crushed. If

ignored, the careless soul may remain hard.

| hope through these thoughts | can give you some help. So let us beg
where we must begin.

Can God be angry with His children?

Yes, but not as a judge with criminals. If a man is in Christ, God will neve
punish him with condemning wrath. Never. That wrath has already fallel
on the Substit ut eThere tshterefote onowd no J
condemnation to t h(Bam 8th iThe lcursa hage
been borne. The sentence has been executed. Christ has stood-in the la
place of His people.

But can God be displeased with His children, rebuke them, correct ther
and chasten them? Most certaing.For whom t he 1
chasteneneth, and s co(Helg®i6)hThev e
very passage that comforts the Christian also humbles him. The Lord dc
not indulge His children. He trains them.

The word used in Hebrews 12 for chasteniqmideia,the discipline,
instruction and correction of a child. This is not theyaridpibut the
schoolroom. This is not penal wrath, but fatherly discipline. Samuel Bolt
states the distinction with great precision in his hhekTrue Bounds of
Christian FreedorwWhat comes upon the believeniot o6 penal
from vindictive justice, but me
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medicine, not his punishment; his chastisement, not his sentence; his corre
not Hi s ¢éDmaltemnatibe. point to h
has fallen on Christ. The Fath

C. H. Spurgeon captured the same truth with one unforgettable line.
Speaking on Lazarus, hesagsT he man who ¢ There Lo
Is the shock to our flesh. Loved, yet laid low. Loved, yet cast into the
furnace. Loved, yet weeping ir
Lordds chastening are not oppos

Not every affliction is a rebuke for some particular sin.
Here many tender believers make shipwreck.

Every pain is not a secret message sayigy ou have cor
particular sin and now God i s ¢
l 1T ke that and they spoke gri ev
afflictions which God brings upon us to exercise us are for sin. Some ar
inflicted for the preventidn of

A godly mother, worn down by months of nursing a sick child or othe
family member, begins to tremble inwardly and sagsSur el y C
against me; 0 but that may be ¢
rod for some specific offence. It may be a furnace to refine faith, to
detach her from setfonfidence and to drive her more wholly to the Lord.

Yet the opposite error is just as dangerous. A man becomes prayerles
sharptempered, worldly and secretive. He neglects the Word, wounds his
conscience and resists reproof. Then the Lord touches his comforts ¢
makes his path bitter. In such a case, why should he hide behind confus
or uncertainty? The hand of God may be very plain.

How t hen may we discern the Lor
First, asks there some known sin being tolerated™Not imagined sin

only, but known sin. Is there pride? Bitterness? Secret uncleanne

11



Discontentment? Covetousness? Neglect of prayer? Love of the worl
Harshness in the home? If conscience already points to the wound, do |
demand a sign from Heaven. Repent.

Second, askyhat is this trial uncovering? Thomas Brooks says afflictions
60draw out t he c o{oee, the torepfearthiness, the¢ h
core of for mal i #fictons lofien act ke a fireo f
under a vessel. What lies hidden rises to the top.

A businessman loses a contract and suddenly becomes resentful, hard &
restless. What has happened? The trial may not itself have been sent fc
specific sin, yet it has exposec' _

an idol. Reputation, control,
success and sgtiportance
were living where God alone
should sit.

Third, askis this driving me
toward God or away from
Him? Satan accuses in order
to estrange the soul from
God. The Spirit convicts ir
order to bring the soul back to
God. The Devilsayd T h e
'S no hope fc
saysO Return unto me. o These
fatherly chastisements proceed
yet their ai mThe lord sorinatinhes vwoundsesorthat He ¢
may heal more deeply.

[

Fourth, asls there frut?do Now no chastening fo
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable frui
righteousness wunto t @Hebm2ith iNoth
merely struck by it, but exer
summarised in afflicting believers as humbling them, exposing sin, purgir
corruption, drawing them near, conforming them to Christ, increasing faitl
enlarging joy and weaning them from the weodf f | i ct i on

12



affection from things bel ow and
one by one that bind their wave

Errors that must be rejected.

One errorsays O Every painful i nward e
anger . 0 That bruises tender <co

Anothersays6 Si nce Chri st died for me
now. 0 That makes |l ight of hol]

A modern charismatic error often says that prolonged affliction proves
deficient faith, wrong confession or failure to claim healing or victory. Tha
Is miserable counsel for wounded saints. It leaves them either pretending
despairing. Scripture spenadms n
the Lord | oHentlR6)He chastenet ho

What then should the Christian do?

Searchyourwaysbo Let us search and try
L o rlLdndentations 3:40).

Confess known sin plainly and particularly. Vague confession is often on
polite concealment. Go at once to Christ. Do not stare only at your pain
The child under the rod must not run from the Father, but to Him through t
Son.

Use the means of grace more, not less. When the soul has no appetite,
most needs food. Make gathering for worship and being in fellowship with
Goddés people a mustéand do not
Seek wise pastoral counsel if your judgment is clouded. A tender
conscience may accuse itself of everything. A sleepy conscience mi
accuse itself of nothing.

A final word to the tender and to the careless.

13



To the tender soul, trembling under inward trials, do not quickly concludk
that God has turned against you. The cloud may be dark, but it is still
under His command. The fire may be hot, but it is still measured by &
Fatherds wisdom. |l f you are Ch

To the careless soul, do n
misuse grace. Do nd
make the cross you car
an excuse for spiritua
laziness, coldness
compromise or secret Si
The God who justifies H
people also sanctifies
theméand He
to make sin bitter to His
own children.

And to both, remembe
this above all: if you are in
Christ, the hand that falls

on you is never the hand of a ¢c
Painful? Yes. Mysterious? Often. Vindictive? Never. If He uses the fire, it
because He means the gold to shine. If He lays on the rod, it is because F
has not given you over and if He bring you low, it is that He may bring you
nearer. Blessed is that trial which empties us of self and drives us afresh
Christ.

Frompooyanmehrshahi@substack.com

1 Samuel Boltomhe True Bounds of Christian Fréedadon, 1645), chapter 4.

2 C. H Spurgeom Comfort in Afflictio(Chapel Library), on John 11:3.

3 Samuel Boltoimhe True Bounds of Christian Freeiapter 4

4 Thomas Brooks(omfort in Afflictio(Chapel Library)

5 Samuel Bolton, Time True Bounds of Christian Freelapter 4

6 Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smdtisgentials of Reformed Systematic Theology
(Wheaton: Crossway, 2025) chapter 37.

7J. C. Ryle, @omfort in Afflictio(Chapel Library).
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UNCHANGEABLE JESUS

Unchangeable Jesus, Thy praises we sing
And own Thee our Prophet, our Priest, and our King;
Oh, give us while singing sweet tastes of Thy love,
To raise our affections to treasures above.

Unchangeable Jesus, our waverings we own,
Acknowledge, with sorrow, our sins at Thy throne:
We surely should perish, so changing are we,
But that Thy free favour is firm as is free.

Unchangeable Jesus, oh, teach us at length,

In no way to lean on our wisdom and strength:
Since, modike, our graces now wax and now wane,
But, sufike, Thy favour is ever the same.

Unchangeable Jesus, in
Thy sunshine of goodness does ever abide:

Oh, give us on Thee and Thy promise to lean,
And trust Thou art shining when clouds intervene.

Unchangeable Jesus, the day will soon come
When all Thy dear loved ones shall see Thee at hom
Oh, then may our voices add strength to the song

That rolls through long ages Thy praises along!

Septimus Sears



NEWS AND CURRENT AIRS

God has answered our prayers against the Assisted Suicide Bill
British Church Newspaper, 4 May, 2026

Can there be any doubt at all that our most gracious God and Father
has not only heard our prayers against the Assisted Dying Bill, but ha
clearly answered them?

Last year, Kim Leadbeater in the Commons and Lord Falconer in tf
Lords were jubilant when, on
passed with a healthy majority of 55 votes. A similar Bill in Scotland
looked destined to succeed.

Last year the Isle of Mahand this year Jersey passed Assisted
Dying Bills, posting them off to the Ministry of Justice in the
expectation they would soon be rubs@mped with the Royal
Assent.

Yet each of these Bills has run into the sand, at least for a while.

Now opinion polisters are telling us that the public mood is shifting
away from bringing in legalised suicide.

Let us give thanks for these reprievésand pray on, ever more
fervently.

16



0A fight for the soul of the
Voice for Justice UK Newsletter, 18 May, 2026

On 16 May, central London saw two marches: tioallsal hardright

Unite the Kingdom March, led by Tommy Robinson andBedd3tme
Nakba Day Rally to commemorate the displacement of Palestinian:
during the 1948 Arabsrael war.

According to Sir Keir Starmer, organisg
of the former march were nothing ma
than peddlers of hatred and divisio
seeking to incite violena@ and he
threatened them with the full force of t

| aw. We ar e, he a f
soul of the coun va s
not alone in this assessment. Aheac '

t he mar ¢ h, Hi s oV

took the decision to block entry into tiESRs
UK of eleven of the scheduled Unges 4 -
speakers travelling from overseas, on g gy
grounds that they were faight § ]
agitators and enemies of the Biritigie s
people. |

Sir Keir Starmer was unquestionably i@give are in a battle for the
soul of the nation; but the ¢
Government, on?

It is certainly true that all eleven of the banned speakers, such as Belgia
politician, Filip Dewinter, are opposed to illegal immigration and the

evergrowing Islamisation of our culture, while Dutch political activist Ev
Vkaardingerbroek has spoken out vehemently against sexual abuse
and the worryingly high number of rapes committed by illegal

immigrants on young girls of the indigenous population; but none of ther
appear to have issued calls for violent harm or disorder. And why is it

17



sccall ed 6far righto activists
State, while a similar poiétwith seemingly far better reaséns not
made about prePalestinian activists, who really are calling for the
slaughter of Jews and for Israel to be wiped off the face of the map?
How is it that thatds okay, bu
values and the rights of the |

As it is, many protestors on t
pro-Palestine Nakba Day marc
ostentatiously carried Palestil

flags, whi | e m
river to the sea, Palestine will k
free,d which ak

encouragement to extermina
the entire Jewish rad@and has
most certainly contributed to tt
horrifying rise in an®emitism
now evident in the country.
sentiment echoed by oth
protestors on the march, wi
while not going so far as to ce*
for the mass slaughter of Jev" r}
carried antiSemitic placards »
decorated with a red inverte g
triangle, generally seen af
expressing support for th®
banned terror group Hamas.

By contrast, on the Unite Madiotomposed, as Keir Starmer claims, of
thugs and vicious extremistisere were no such violent threats. On the
contrary, there was simply a sea of waving Union Jack and St. George
flags, all expressing pride in England and support for our Christian
heritage, along with worship songs and an altar call from the main
stage for people to accept Christ.

18



How is it then that Keir Starmer can express such condemnation ar
loathing for Unite Britain supporters, branding them enemies of the Stat
0 but have no word of criticism for advocates of Islam who, in their
expressions of hatred for Israel and the entire Jewish people, really are
peddling violence and racist division? How is this okay?

Multtculturalism is all very well if incomers willingly commit to assimilatio
i n the host culture; but, as
Rat her , Muslims demand that ol
to their belief system and way of life. The recent attempt to introduce a
definition of artMuslim hatred, branded Islamophobia, is manifestation
of that. Though marketed as a tool to combat discrimination and
hostility, the reality is that the regulations promote and embed the
interests of a sutulture, which subordinate the-seilhg and rights of
ordinary British citizens to conflicting Muslim demands. In practic
anything that calls into question the artificial narrative ofcultliralism

and imposed diversity is then condemned as racism and Bigdtigh

can mean only that, longerm, the interests of the indigenous
population will become even more subordinated to the countervailing
demands of Islam and calls for submission to Allah. An instance of whi
polygamy, though banned under UK law, already seems to be finding
increasing acceptance, while Britain is seen as both the Western capit
for Sharia courts and the Western hub for Islamic finance.

It is this spreading Islamic dominance that Keir Starmer is promotin
when he condemns whose who call for the recovery of British identi
and value. Such an approach can serve only further to destroy out
culture. The Prime Minister is entirely right when he says that we are in
battle for the soul of the nation.

But, as said above, the question is, which side is he on?
CW Comment: Israel, in Deuteronomy 28, were promised blessings if

they were obedient to the Lor
curses they would receive if they were disobedient. Our nation has

19



been singularly used and blessed by the Lord and favoured with a
Christian heritage, but how, over the years, we have turned our backs o

Him- and by our legislation have saidd We wi | | not h
reign over us. o6 The Lord has
but can we not see even in the above article the beginning of the
fulfil ment of the O6cursed conc
0The stranger that is within
thou shalt come down very low. He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt
|l end to him: he shall Kesestdd e
44).

King Charles under attack for issuing goodwill messages for
Ramadan and Eid, but none to Christians at Easter
British Church Newspaper, 4 May, 2026

At the beginning of this yea
February) and at the end of the festival of E+E|HI (evening of 19th

March), King Charles mad
speeches celebrating the religion
Islam, which he has often referred
as 0a religion

The month of Ramadan and tt
Islamic fast of Eid move back 10
11 days each year relative to the
Gregorian (solar) calendar. Thi
year it came close to Easter, wij
Good Friday on 3rd April and
Easter Sunday ot Bpril.

Many, having seen the King maki |

20



televised addresses celebrating Ramadan and Eid, could no
understand why he did not do

One Royal commentator, lan Pelham Turnef§éaih i s wa's
way for Charles to start another scandal overseas. How do you turr
a Royal drama into a crisis? Simply do not follow decades of
tradition and decide not to write an Easter message, even thougt
King Charles is Head of the Church and

swore an oath at his Coronation to uphg
the faith. o

Neil Sean, a Royal commentator f
Maycon Productipns s ai d t -h
stepd fordodtahte amot
there are tensions over the furth
evolution of Islam hereand the belief of
many that Charles

In some ways, Charles has been critici ;
unfairly, since his mother, Queen Elizab |
only ever gave one televised East
broadcastd on 11th April, 2020, three
weeks after the Covid panic
launched. However, Charles has accelerated his love for Ramada
since becomi ngwKihg, vidseai meg:
mar ki ng Ramadan 2025 and eve
Windsor Castle, inviting 400 Muslim guests.

Charles®6 fascination with | sl
attended dozens of Islamic and Mufeicnsed events for well over
30 years and has -lHamenonarchanlBlitighd
hi story. o

Abbreviated

21



A SOLEMN FAST

John Calvin
on the Book of Joel

The prophet threatens for the purpose of correcting the
indifference of the people, who were very tardy to consider
Godds judgment s. The object
it was now no time for taking rest; for the Lord, having long
tolerated their wickedness, was now resolved to pour upon them
in full torrent His whole fury.

oBlow ye the trumpet in Zio
mountai n: l et all t h(doel 2 hab
The prophet begins with an exhortation. We know, indeed, that
he alludes to the usual custom sanctioned by the law; for as on
festivals trumpets were sounded to call the people, so also it was
done when anything extraordinary happened. Hence the
prophet addresses not each individually, but as all had done
wickedly from the least to the greatest, he bids the whole
assembly to be called that they might in common own themselves
to be guilty before God and deprecate His vengeance. ltis the
same as though the prophet had said that there was no one
among the people who could exempt himself from blame, for
iniquity had prevailed through the whole body.

This shows that when any judgment of God is impending and
tokens of it appear, this remedy ought to be used: that all must
publicly assemble and confess themselves worthy of punishment
and, at the same time, flee to the mercy of God. This, we know,
was formerly enjoined on the people; and this practice has not
been abolished by the Gospel. It hence appears, therefore, how



much we have departed from the right and lawful order
things; for at this day it would be new and unusual to proclai
fast. How so? Because the greater part are become harde
and as they know not commonly what repentance is, so
understand not what the profession of repentance mean
they understand not what sin is, what the wrath of God is,
grace is. It is then no wonder that they are so secure and
when praying for pardon is mentioned, it is a thing wh
unknown at this day.

He bids the inhabitants of the land to tremble. By these wi
he intimates that we are not to trifle with God by val
ceremonies, but to deal with Him in earnest. When, ther
the trumpets sound, our hearts ought to tremble; and thu
reality is to be connected with the outward signs. And this
to be carefully noticed; for the world is ever disposed to have
eye to some outward service and thinks that a satisfacti
given to God when some external rite is observed, but we
nothing but mock God when we present Him with cerem
while there is no corresponding sincere feeling in the heart.

The glory of the Gospel is that when the
Church is absolutely different from the
world, she invariably attracts it.

Dr. Martin Lloydones



SIGHING FOR REALITY
George Whitbread

OAIl | h e r(Lamentatipns 11)s i g h 0

These words apply first literally to Jerusalem which, at this time, was |
a very low state. She had turned her back to God and would not
hearken to the warnings that He sent by the prophets. Jeremiah tell
us in this chapter some of the things that made him weep (v. 16) an
no doubt the bitterest of them was the fact that the people were bent
on backsliding. You know the history of Israel and some of you cal
see your own history in that account too. The Lord told Moses that +
had chosen the people not because they were a great nation, or
obedient, but because i@uld May the Holy Ghost reveal that to
each one! It was His purpose in eternity and, therefore, is unalterable
0The cause of | ov &andwhen the soblis ms
in the eternal love of God, it cannot ever be out of it.

These words apply also to Go
doubt there are some of you here who have many fears when you
hear or read anything about G
are one and fear | est somet hi
go with, so proving that you are outside the number. Many things
cause these fears (and these fears, though trying, are wholesome
One reason for these fears i s
deceive others. You want to speak, in your measure, as one who sa
that he spoke of the things

You try to beg of the Lord not to let you say you are something that
you are not. Another cause is the fear of presumption. You can sa
withDavid O Keep back Thy servant f
not have dominion over me. o

sometimes that you feel that nobody can be quite like you or walk in
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guite the same wayéand the De
the secret.

Some peopleds religion begin
weeping; but the religiomilof
end in rejoicing. This is the religion | want; no other will do. You cann
have wunion with the oMan of
you know nothing of sighing. When here on earth, we are told He
sighed over the blind man and over Jerusalem. The Word of God
tells us that the dead know not anythifige dead are never known to
sigh. Oh what an evidence of life it is if you are brought to sigh! If
you walk in a cemetery at midnight, you will hear nothing but your
own breath, because you are in the place of the d&a sighing
there; but if you go to our hospital and walk at midnight through the
various wards, one and another are sighing. So in grace. The babe
sighs for a sense of pardon. It sighs after Jesus and longs to know tf
substance of this: o0Jesus Chi
whom | am chief. o

Those who hope they have known the mercy of the Lord sigh for fres
tokens. They desire to bless the Lord for His help and mercy in th
past, but they cannot rely on these. It may be that some of you hawve
been sighing all the week and have come to chapel sighing. You
language is:

0OShow me some token, Lorc
Some token of Thy special love;

Show me that I am born of God,

And that my treasure 1is

But oh! the Lord appears for these sighers. He does indeed. He sa
-O0For the sighi ng,saiththetLdrd | wihsete d
him in safety from hi motvrbBano
therefore, have sorrowd6 (of
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obut I will see you again and

But, whatever the state or condition of these sighers, thdoesrd
come to them. He has said that they that mourn are blessed and thz
they shalbe comfortedd and when He comes, where are your sighs
then? Where are all your fears then?

We read in Ezekiel that the Lord was about to send vengeance upor
the people for their sins, Db
messengers were to be careful to preserve and so they were to put
mar k upon them othat sigh ani
mi dst . o O that we might sig
England! But let us come closer and look each of us at our own lan
our own heart. As He leads us from one chamber of imagery to
another, what abominations we see! How they make us sigh! There
the abomination of unbelief. It is indeed an abomination. It is easy tc
say a few words in prayer before God when our path is smooth and
clear, but when trials come &
and distasteful to the flesh, then it is another matter. Unbelief says
0The Lord hath forgotten me
remembrance all the way that He has led us in the past and makes L
see how He has made His goodness to pass before us in the way ar
how there hath not failed one word of all His promise, what shame
there is then! The soul falls prostrate before Him and asks for pardot
for unbelief.

0The ransomed of the Lordoé6 (
talking about. If you know anything of this, you are one of @em)
0The ransomed of the Lord-she
and everlasting joy upon their heads. They shall obtain joy and
gladnessand sorrow and sighing sh
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heart shall
Psalm 33:21

Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Blessed is the fact that Christians can rejoice evbr teepest
distress; although trouble may surround them, they still siddikend
many birdsd they sing best in their cages. The waves may roll
them, but their souls soon
countenance; they have a buoyancy about them which keep
head always above the watdgh and helps them to sing amid t
tempestd God is with me still . d
To Jeswdit is all by Jesus.

Trouble does not necessarily bring consolation with it to the b
but the presence of the Son of God in the fiery furnace with him f
heart with joy. He is sick and suffering, but Jesus visits him and
his bed for him. He is dying and the cold chilly waters of Jorda
gathering about him up to the neck, but Jesus puts His arms aro
andcres6 Fear not, bel oved; to
death have their fountalmead in Heaven; they are not bitter, th
are sweet as nectar, for th

As the departing saint wades through the stream and the b
gather around hind and heart and flesh fail himthe same voic
soundsinhisea8 Fear not; | am with
God. 0 As he nears the bor
affrighted to enter the realm of shades, Jesus sayf e a r
your Fat herds good pleasur
strengthened and consoled, the believer is not afraid to die; nay
even willing to depart, for since he has seen Jesus as the Morni
he longs to gaze upon Him as the sun in his strength. Truly the
of Jesus is all the Heaven we desire. He is atonce

o0The glory of our br
The comfort of our




CHRISTIAN
WAICH

christianwatch.org.uk PO Box 6526,
Registered charity no. Leamington Spa,
1095108 CV319NL

28



